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HEAD of THE CLASS. 


South Carolina defensive end Jadeveon Clowney, whose hair-raising hit on Michigan running back Vincent 

Smith in the Outback Bowl was the most electrifying moment of bowl season, could make history by becoming 

the first defensive player since Charles Woodson in 1997 to win the Heisman Trophy. Even if he comes up short 

in the Heisman sweepstakes, Clowney is on the short list of college football's best players. Photo by C.J. Driggers 
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EDITOR'S LETTER 


t this time next year, you will find Athlon Sports’ first-ever pre- 

dictions for a playoff at the highest level of college football. We 

will still rank every team and have our conference-by-conference 

predictions, but my guess is that we will make a pretty big deal 
about the four teams we are forecasting to advance to the first College Foot- 
ball Playoff. 

Those four teams, it was recently announced, will meet in a pair of semifi- 
nal games on New Year's Eve with a title game on the first Monday of the fol- 
lowing week. The semifinals will rotate among six existing bowl games — 
Peach (formerly Chick-fil-A), Cotton, Fiesta, Orange, Rose and Sugar — with 
the Rose and Sugar earning the right to host the first pair of semifinals in 
2014. The initial national championship game will be played at Cowboys Sta- 
dium in Arlington, Texas. The title game, unlike the semifinals, will not nec- 
essarily be at existing bowl sites; it will be bid out each year like the Super 
Bowl or Final Four. 

In the short term, I like this plan. Fans of the four teams lucky enough to 
qualify for the initial College Football Playoff will no doubt travel in force to 
watch these games. But my worry is that the semifinals will, over time, lose 
some of their luster. With the same batch of teams likely to reach the “Foot- 
ball Four” (Can we call it that?) on a consistent basis, will fans be willing to 
make two trips in consecutive weeks to watch their team? Some will. Buca lot 
of others won't. We might see a semifinal game at the Rose Bowl played be- 
tween Georgia and Oklahoma in front of 50,000. Or Oregon vs. Michigan 
in the Orange Bowl in front of 35,000. 

The solution is easy: Play the semifinal games on campus sites. You think 
Death Valley in Baton Rouge is special on a Saturday night. How about play- 
ing a national semifinal in Tiger Stadium on New Year's Eve. Think that would 
be an intense atmosphere? 

The only negative: This would put a huge burden on the selection com- 
mittee. The difference between a No. 2 seed (and a home game) and a No. 3 
seed (a road trip) is rather large. But we shouldn't simply assume that a home 
field would guarantee a win. This past season, SEC road teams were a re- 
spectable 26-29 on the road in league play. Elite teams, and the teams in the 
“Football Four” will be elite, find ways to win on the road — even in difficult 
environments. Alabama won at LSU. Texas A&M won at Alabama. LSU and 
Florida won at Texas A&M. Sure, it’s advantageous to play at home, but a 
No. 3 or 4 seed wouldn't equal sure death. 

If the “Football Four” was in play in 2013, the semifinals, based our pre- 
dictions, would pit Alabama (1) vs. Georgia (4) and Ohio State (2) vs. Ore- 
gon (3). In the neutral site plan currently in place, the Alabama-Georgia game 
likely would be played at the Sugar Bowl and the Ohio State-Oregon game at 
the Rose Bowl. The rules stipulate that the higher-seeded team will not be 
forced to play in a road setting. While the Rose Bowl is in Pac-12 country, it’s 
a bit of a stretch to call Los Angeles a home game for the Ducks. 

The new system isn’t perfect. But it’s a step in the right direction. 

What are your thoughts on the new College Football Playoff? Let us know 
via email at editor@athlonsports.com or via Twitter, @athlonsports. 

Enjoy the final season of the BCS! 


Mitchell Light 
Executive Editor 


For coverage of all things football f& 
throughout the season follow 


Follow us on 


www.facebook.com/AthlonSports twitter.com/AthlonSports 
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Top i 2 Quarterback Battles 


ARIZONA 

Matt Scott’ eligibility expired after the New Mexico 
Bowl, leaving a wide-open battle for Arizona's job 
this spring. B.J. Denker served as the backup last sea- 
son and made one start (Colorado). Denker has the 
edge in experience, but he will be pushed by junior 
college transfer and former USC Trojan Jesse Scrog- 
gins, redshirt freshman Javelle Allen and true fresh- 
man Anu Solomon. Projected Winner: Denker 


AUBURN 

Gus Malzahn’s return to Auburn should benefit 
Kiehl Frazier — who was recruited to the Plains by 
Malzahn — and Jonathan Wallace, as both quarter- 
backs struggled in last season's pro-style attack. Fra- 
zier and Wallace will be pushed by junior college 
recruit (and former Georgia defensive back) Nick 
Marshall and true freshman Jeremy Johnson this fall. 
Considering that the newcomers won’ arrive until 
the fall, this battle is likely to be decided between 
Frazier and Wallace. Projected Winner: Frazier 


CALIFORNIA 

The Golden Bears opened spring practice with 
seven quarterbacks vying for the starting spot. Red- 
shirt freshman Zach Kline, true freshman Jared 
Goff and junior Austin Hinder finished as the top 
three options, but none has thrown a pass at the 
FBS level. Kline ranked as the No. 4 quarterback in 
the nation by Athlon Sports in the 2012 signing 
class, while Goff impressed in his first semester on 
campus. Projected Winner: Kline 


KANSAS STATE \ 


Despite losing quarterback Collin Klein, 
Kansas State's offense is still in good shape. 
The offensive line is among the best in the Big 
12, and running back John Hubert is back after 
rushing for 947 yards last year. Daniel Sams 
served as Klein's backup in 2012, rushing for 
235 yards and three touchdowns in limited 
work. Battling Sams for the top spot is Jake Wa- 
ters, who ranked as the top junior college quar- 
terback in the nation, throwing for 3,501 yards 
at lowa Western Community College in 2012. 
Projected Winner: Sams 


Sams: Tim Umphrey; Stave: Joe Koshollek 
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The Spartans sorely missed Kirk Cousins last year, as the offense aver- 
aged only 20 points per game and ranked ninth in the Big Ten with 
359.3 yards per game. Andrew Maxwell started all 13 games last season 
but completed only 52.5 percent of his throws and averaged just 200.5 
yards per game. Connor Cook gave Michigan State's offense a spark in 
the bowl game and is in the mix, along with Tyler O’Connor and true 
freshman Damion Terry. Projected Winner: Maxwell 


Steven Bench, the most experienced quarterback on the roster (with 
eight attempts) left the program after spring practice, creating a two- 
way battle to replace Matt McGloin. Junior college transfer Tyler Fer- 
guson and true freshman Christian Hackenberg — the No. 13 recruit 
in the 2013 Athlon Consensus 100 — will do their best to impress coach 
Bill O’Brien during the fall. If Hackenberg is as good as advertised, 
O’Brien won't hesitate to let the freshman play. Projected Winner: 
Hackenberg 


After playing a part-time role the last two seasons, Blake Bell is the fa- 
vorite to be Oklahoma's No. 1 quarterback in 2013. Bell has rushed 
for 24 touchdowns in his career but has thrown only 20 passes. While 
Bell has a lead over redshirt freshman Trevor Knight and sophomore 
Kendal Thompson, this job is far from settled. Knight had an impres- 
sive spring and also brings dual-threat ability to the offense. Projected 
Winner: Bell 


Coach Mike Gundy has indicated that Clint Chelf will open the year as 
the No. 1 quarterback. But this battle could extend into the season. 
Chelf finished 2012 as the starter, throwing for 13 touchdowns over the 
final five games. Wes Lunt opened last year as the starter as a true fresh- 
man, but injuries kept him out of the lineup for most of the season. 
Lunt has the option to redshirt in 2013. J.W. Walsh is the best dual- 
threat option out of the trio and could see snaps in special packages if 
he's not the starter. Projected Winner: Chelf 


The good news for coach Mike Riley is that the Beavers have two proven 
starting quarterbacks. The bad news? Neither played well enough last 
season to secure the top spot. Sean Mannion opened 2012 as Oregon 
State’s No. 1 quarterback, but a knee injury forced him out of action, 
which opened the door for Cody Vaz. Although Vaz isn’t as talented as 
Mannion, he seems to have the trust of the coaching staff and threw 
only three picks in 185 attempts. Projected Winner: Vaz 


Matt Barkley departs after throwing for 12,327 yards in his career, leav- 
ing true freshman Max Browne and sophomores Max Wittek and Cody 
Kessler competing for the No. 1 job. After Barkley suffered a shoulder 
injury against UCLA, Wittek started the final two games and completed 
just 28-of-60 passes. Kessler completed both of his attempts in mop-up 
duty last year, while Browne is one of the top quarterbacks in the 2013 
signing class. Kessler had the better spring, but Wittek is the preferred 
choice of the coaching staff. Projected Winner: Wittek 


Junior Paul Millard (34 pass attempts) is battling redshirt freshman Ford 
Childress for the right to replace Geno Smith. Millard backed up Smith 
the last two years and most of his playing time was in mop-up duty. 
Childress is the son of a former NFL lineman and was ranked as the 
No. 18 quarterback in the nation by Athlon Sports in the 2012 signing 
class. Millard has more experience, but Childress might have more up- 
side. This will be a battle. Projected Winner: Millard 


‘ f 
WISCONSIN 


Curt Phillips stabilized Wisconsin's quarterback play 
last season after an injury sidelined Joel Stave and 
Danny OBrien was benched due to ineffectiveness. 

But Phillips could be the odd man out this season, as 

Stave turned in a solid spring, and junior college 
recruit Tanner McEvoy is a good fit for new coach 

Gary Andersen's offense. Stave threw for 1,104 yards 

and six scores last season but doesn't offer anything 

on the ground. McEvoy is a dual-threat who could 
thrive in coordinator Andy Ludwig's attack. 
Projected Winner: Stave 
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Conference Rankings 


1.SEC 

Favorite: Alabama 

The SEC increased its run of national championships to seven 

straight thanks to Alabama's dominating win over Notre Dame in the 
BCS title game. The Crimson Tide are our pick to win it all again, but 
Texas A&M, Georgia, South Carolina, LSU and Florida could all play 
their way into the national title discussion. Texas A&M is loaded once 
again, but the Aggies will have to deal with huge expectations. LSU 
lost a ton of key personnel on defense but still has one of the most tal- | 
ented rosters in the nation. Vanderbilt and Ole Miss, two up-and-com- 


_ EXTRA POINTS 


ing programs, are just outside the top 25. 


2. PAC-12 

Favorite: Oregon 

Oregon lost its leader — head coach Chip Kelly — but the 
Ducks have enough pieces in place to win the Pac-12 title for 
the fourth time in the past five seasons. New coach Mark Hel- 
frich will lean on sophomore quarterback Marcus Mariota and 
a talented corps of skill players. Stanford will remain among 
the elite in the Pac-12 thanks to an outstanding defense and 
one of the nation’s top offensive lines. The South Division race 
should be intriguing. Our pick is Arizona State — which re- 
turns quarterback Taylor Kelly and eight starters on defense 
— but you could make a case for USC, UCLA or Arizona. 


3. BIG TEN 

Favorite: Ohio State 

The Big Ten boasts a legitimate national title contender in 
Ohio State, which returns 13 starters from a team that went 
12-0 in Urban Meyer's inaugural season in Columbus. Wis- 
consin, under new leadership with Gary Andersen, and Penn 
State should both be solid, but neither figures to pose too 
much of a threat to Ohio State in the Leaders Division. The 
Legends race, however, should be tight. Our pick is Michigan 
to edge Nebraska, but always-underrated Northwestern will 
be a factor. 


4, BIG 12 

Favorite: Oklahoma State 

The Big 12 features quality depth but lacks star power at the 
top. Oklahoma State is ranked No. 16 in our preseason top 25 
— the lowest spot for the preseason favorite in the 18-year his- 
tory of the league. There was heavy debate for the next three 
spots. Oklahoma, despite its concerns at the quarterback po- 
sition — Can the Belldozer be a weapon in the passing game? 
— got the nod over Texas and TCU. The Longhorns have 
plenty of talent, but they must show significant improvement 
on defense. TCU will be a legitimate title threat if quarterback 
Casey Pachall returns to form. 


5. ACC 

Favorite: Clemson 

Led by quarterback Tajh Boyd and wideout Sammy Watkins, 
Clemson is the favorite to win its second ACC title in the 
past three seasons. The Tigers have won 21 games over the 
last two years and are in the midst of shedding their label as 
chronic underachievers. Florida State appears to be the only 
worthy challenger to Clemson in the Atlantic Division. There 
are four teams capable of winning the Coastal Division. 
Miami is our pick, followed by Virginia Tech, Georgia Tech 
and North Carolina. 


Favorite: Boise State 

The Mountain West, now up to 12 teams and two divisions, is stronger than 
ever. Boise State is the team to beat in the Mountain Division, though league 
newcomer Utah State, which went 6-0 in the WAC in 2012, should be a fac- 
tor in the division race. The return of quarterback Derek Carr makes Fresno 
State the easy choice in the West Division. The Bulldogs should score a ton 
of points. The West has solid depth, with San Jose State, San Diego State and 
Nevada each likely to play in a bowl game. 


7. AMERICAN 

Favorite: Louisville 

The league formerly known as the Big East continues its descent down the col- 
lege football food chain, but that doesn’t mean the league is without quality 
teams. Louisville, fresh off its BCS bow] win over Florida, is capable of run- 
ning the table in the regular season. Cincinnati, now under Tommy Tu- 
berville’s watch, returns 13 starters (including all five O-linemen) from a 
10-win team. Rutgers will have to fight off league newcomer UCF for third. 


8. MAC 

Favorite: Northem Illinois 

Last season, the MAC sent its first team to a BCS bowl (Northern Illinois) and 
had four different schools ranked nationally at some point. This year, the 
power remains in the West, where NIU has the edge over Ball State and 
Toledo. Bowling Green is the pick in the East, but it’s not wise to count out 
Ohio and coach Frank Solich. The Bobcats have won three division titles 
under Solich but have not won the outright MAC title since 1968. 


9. CONFERENCE USA 

Favorite: Tulsa 

Conference USA is up to 14 teams, but the league is weaker in 2013 due to 
the loss of UCE, Houston and SMU (among others) to the American Athletic 
Conference. Tulsa, which will make the move to the American in 2014, is a 
strong favorite to win its second straight C-USA crown. The race in the East 
should be intriguing. Our pick is Marshall over East Carolina. 


10. SUN BELT 

Favorite: UL Lafayette 

The Sun Belt lost four teams to Conference USA but did retain the defending 
league champ (Arkansas State) and two of the three teams (UL Lafayette and 
ULM) that tied for second place. Moving forward, ULL has a great opportu- 
nity to claim its first outright league title since winning the Gulf States Con- 
ference in 1970. 
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DANNY WUERFFEL ALDON LIGHTFOOT 


1996 Heisman Winner Future Homeowner 
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Heisman 


Contenders 


1. BRAXTON MILLER 

QB, Ohio State 

As expected, Miller thrived in Urban Meyer's attack as a sophomore. 
He was one of three players nationally to top 2,000 yards passing 
and 1,200 yards rushing. Expect even better numbers in ‘13. 


Can the defending Heisman winner replicate his obscene numbers 
from 2012? Not likely, but he is still the most exciting — and pro- 
ductive — player in college football. 


He's undoubtedly the best player in college football, but will 
Clowney make enough highlight-reel plays to become the second 
defensive player to win the Heisman? Stay tuned. 


Boyd was spectacular as a junior, throwing for 3,896 yards with 36 
touchdowns and 13 interceptions. He loses his top target, DeAn- 
dre Hopkins, but the talented Sammy Watkins will put up huge 
numbers. 


In two years as a starter, he has thrown for 5,567 yards with 46 
touchdowns and eight interceptions. Oh, and he’s also won two na- 
tional championships. 


Mariota proved to be a perfect fit at Oregon, throwing for 2,677 
yards and 32 touchdowns and adding 752 yards and five scores on 
the ground. Cause for concern: Chip Kelly is no longer calling the 
plays in Eugene. 


Yeldon topped the 1,000-yard mark as a freshman despite sharing 
carries with Eddie Lacy. With a more prominent role in the Crim- 
son Tide's attack, he could challenge Mark Ingram’s single-season 
school record of 1,658 yards. 


Gurley ended his fantastic freshman season (1,385 yards, 17 TDs) 
in style, rushing for 122 yards in the SEC title game against Ala- 
bama and 125 against Nebraska in the Capital One Bowl. 


If Carey can stay out of trouble and 

avoid any injuries, he should make a 

run at 2,000 yards. As a sophomore, 

he led the nation with 1,929 yards 

and rushed for 23 touchdowns. 11. De’Anthony Thomas, RB, Oregon Would be higher up this list if he were guaranteed more touches. 

12. Brett Hundley, QB, UCLA Threw for 3,740 yards and 29 TDs as a redshirt freshman. 

13. Aaron Murray, QB, Georgia Needs to limit his interceptions (10 in 2012) to become a legitimate candidate. 

14. Margise Lee, WR, USC Led the nation with 118 catches as a sophomore. 

F _ | 15. Lache Seastrunk, RB, Baylor Rushed for 831 yards (on an 8.1-yard average) over last six games. 

on pe shade Gee 16. Duke Johnson, RB, Miami Closed true freshman season with 492 yards rushing in last four games. 

season. That formula will put him | '7- Taylor Martinez, QB, Nebraska Led the Big Ten with 277.9 total yards per game. 

in the’ Elcisman’ chase 18. Sammy Watkins, WR, Clemson Poised to rebound as a junior after taking a step back as a sophomore. 
19. Jordan Lynch, OB, Northern Illinois First player in FBS history to throw for 3,000 and rush for 1,500 yards. 
20. Venric Mark, RB, Northwestern Rushed for 1,366 yards and averaged 18.7 yards on punt returns. 


Bridgewater will put up gaudy num- 


Joe Robbins 
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ATHLON SPORTS 2013 EXTRA POINTS 
Johnny Unitas® Golden Arm Award” 
Watch List 


Blake Bortles, UCF Cody Green, Tulsa Bryn Renner, North Carolina 
Tajh Boyd, Clemson Taylor Kelly, Arizona State Corey Robinson, Troy 
Kolton Browning, ULM Jordan Lynch, Northern Illinois Connor Shaw, South Carolina 


Kain Colter, Northwestern Sean Mannion, Oregon State Joe Southwick, Boise State 
Derek Carr, Fresno State Taylor Martinez, Nebraska _ Tyler Tettleton, Ohio 

Jeff Driskel, Florida AJ McCarron, Alabama Logan Thomas, Virginia Tech 
Cody Fajardo, Nevada Stephen Morris, Miami Keith Wenning, Ball State 
David Fales, San Jose State + Aaron Murray, Georgia 

James Franklin, Missouri Keith Price, Washington 


The Golden Arm Award, presented annually to the top senior quarterback — 
as qualified by academic year — by the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Foundation, 
encapsulates all that is good in college sports. The award acknowledges per- 
formance on the field, for sure. However, it goes beyond completion percentage 
and touchdown passes. The Golden Arm Award rewards character, citizenship, integrity and 
those who honor the game. ‘ aoe 

Athlon Sports is proud to partner with the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Foundation in 2012 Winner Coltin Klein 
sponsoring this award in 2013. of Kansas State 
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Coaches on the 


Hot Seat 


1. LANE KIFFIN 


USC (25-13, three seasons) 

USC entered the 2012 season with national 
championship aspirations. They ended it with a 7-6 
record, the school’s worst since 2001. Kiffin is dealing 
with reduced scholarships due to NCAA sanctions 
from the Pete Carroll era, but there is no denying 
that his tenure has been a disappointment. 


2. BOBBY HAUCK UNLV (6-32, three seasons) 
Hauck went 80-17 in seven seasons at Montana but has found life a 
bit more difficult in Las Vegas. He has won exactly two games in each 
of his three seasons and is 0-2 against FCS competition. 


3. PAUL PASQUALONTI UConn (10-14, two seasons) 
The Huskies averaged 8.3 wins in the four seasons prior to 
Pasqualoni’s arrival. Since, they have gone 5-7 and 5-7. 
Last year, UConn ranked 118th in the nation in scoring 
offense, down 36 spots from 82nd in 2011. The Huskies 
have been mediocre and boring — a bad combination. 


4.RON ENGLISH Easiem Michigan 
(10-38, four seasons) 

The Eagles enjoyed a breakthrough in 2011 — winning six games for 
the first time since 1995 — but reverted back to form last season with 
a 2-10 record. This is clearly one of the most difficult jobs in the na- 
tion, but it’s cough to look past the fact that EMU has won no more 
than two games in three of English’s four seasons. 


5. MACK BROWN Texas (150-43, 15 seasons) 

Brown has done tremendous work at Texas, but the Long- 

horns have hit a rough patch in recent seasons. Since los- 
ing the national title game to Alabama in January 2010, 
Texas is 22-16 overall and an unthinkable 11-15 in 
the Big 12. The Longhorns have ranked sixth, seventh 
and eighth in the league in total offense in the past three 

seasons, respectively. These are unacceptable numbers at 

a school like Texas. 


6. MIKE LONDON Virginia (16-21, three seasons) 
The Cavaliers went 8-5 overall and 5-3 in the ACC in 2011, Lon- 
don’s second season, but slumped to 4—8 and 2-6 last fall. He is 8— 
16 in the ACC in three seasons and 0-3 against rival Virginia Tech. 
Virginia did have some good wins last season (Penn State, NC State, 
Miami), but the Cavs lost to Wake Forest and Maryland at home 
and by 25 points at Duke. 


7. KIRK FERENTZ fowa (100-74, 14 seasons) 

Ferentz has won a bunch of games at Iowa, but the program has grown 
stale in recent years. The Hawkeyes haven't had a winning Big Ten 
record since 2009 and slumped to 4-8 overall (2-6 in the league) in 
2012. He is unlikely to be fired — thanks to an enormous buyout — 
but it might be time for a change in Iowa City. 


8. TIM BECKMAN Ulinois (2-1 0, one season) 
Ir’s only been one season for Beckman, but that one season 
was a disaster. Illinois went winless in the Big Ten (and was 
outscored by an average of 23.4 points in those eight 
games) and ranked 119th nationally in both scoring of- 
fense and total offense. The season ended with a demoral- 
izing 50-14 loss at rival Northwestern. 
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GETTING WARM 


Rich Ellerson, Army (17-31, four seasons) 

Ellerson won a total of 12 games in his first two seasons — the best two-year stretch 
at West Point since 1996-97 — but has gone 5-19 since. Last year, the Black Knights 
were good enough to beat Boston College and Air Force but also lost to Stony Brook and 
Eastern Michigan. It's tough to win at Army, but the other two service academies have 
been able to win on a consistent basis over the past decade. 


Doc Holliday, Marshall (17-20, three seasons) 

Marshall hasn't been bad under Holiday's watch, but the Thundering Herd have lost 
more than they've won in two of his three seasons. It's been a decade since Marshall has 
been a consistent winner, and this is a demanding fan base. 


Tony Levine, Houston (5-7, one season) 

Nobody expected Levine to match the 13-1 record from the 2011 season, but winning 
only five games was a disappointment. The Cougars regressed on offense (scoring was 
down by 17 points per game), but the biggest issue was a defense that ranked 115th 
in the nation. 


Gary Pinkel, Missouri (90-61, 12 seasons) 

Mizzou had to deal with a ton of injuries, but its first season in the SEC did not go well. 
The Tigers went 2~6 in league play, with wins over Kentucky (0-8 SEC) and Tennessee 
(1-7). With six consecutive seasons with at least eight wins from 2006-11, Pinkel had 
earned the right to have one bad season, but it's important for Missouri to show some 
progress in its second year in the SEC. 


Jeff Quinn, Buffalo (9-27, three seasons) 

Buffalo won 18 games in Turner Gill's final three years at the school. Quinn, 
a former Brian Kelly assistant at Cincinnati, has only nine wins in his three 
seasons. The Bulls did show progress in 2012, but their 6-18 record in MAC 
play since 2010 is the second-worst in the league in that span. 
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Kiffin: Peter Brouillet; Pasqualoni; Brian Ebner; Brown: Ric Fogel 


ote Gridiron 


Since we started in 1947, our chicken has been free of extra salt, water d 

and other additives. It’s not just 100% natural. It’s 100% chicken. : = eLrso. 
‘arms* 

For recipes visit us at SandersonFarms.com 

or find us on Facebook. f 


Ranking the New 
Coaches from 2012 


1. URBAN MEYER, OHIO STATE 


Before: 6-7 (3-5); After: 12-0 (8-0) 

The Buckeyes weren't quite as dominant as their 8-0 
record in the Big Ten suggests — they outgained their 
eight league opponents by only 80.1 yards per game, 
the fifth-best margin in the conference — but it's hard to 
argue with perfection. The six-game improvement was 
the best by a first-year coach. 


2. KEVIN SUMLIN, TEXAS A&M 
Before; 7-6 (4-5 Big 12); After: 11-2 (6-2 SEC) 
No program has seen its national profile change more in 
one year than Texas A&M. Johnny Manziel deserves a 
ton of the credit, but Sumlin did a tremendous job chang- 
: ase i ; serio 
ing the culture in College Station. Don't be surprised if the 
Aggies win a national title in the next few years. 


po 
oe foes 


3. BILL O'BRIEN, PENN STATE 

Before: 9-4 (6-2); After: 8—4 (6-2) 

The record was basically the same, but that doesn’t come close to 
telling the story of O’Brien’s first season in State College. The first-time 
head coach did a tremendous job as the CEO of a program dealing 
with unprecedented sanctions. He did a great job on the field as well. 
The Nittany Lions increased their scoring by nearly 10 points per 
game despite losing their top running back (Silas Redd) and top wide 
receiver (Justin Brown), who both transferred over the summer. 


4. HUGH FREEZE, OLE MISS 
Before: 2-10 (0-8); After: 7-6 (3-5) 

Freeze’s biggest victories came on National Signing Day 
— the Rebels’ recruiting class is ranked No. 6 by Athlon 
Sports — but he also did a tremendous job on the field. 
Ole Miss went from zero wins to three wins in the SEC, 
and lost two games (Texas A&M, Vanderbilt) in which it 

held a double-digit second-half lead. 


5. JUSTIN FUENTE, MEMPHIS 

Before 2-10 (1-7); After: 4-8 (4—4) 

Fuente did an excellent job picking up the pieces after the failed Larry 
Porter experiment. The Tigers ended the season on a three-game win- 
ning streak and won four games in Conference USA — twice as many 
as they won in the three previous seasons combined. 


6. GUS MALZAHN, ARKANSAS STATE 

Before: 10-3 (8-0); After: 10-3 (7-1) 

Malzahn’s lone season in Jonesboro produced a Sun Belt title and the 
school’s first bowl win as an FBS member. The Red Wolves lost three 
of their first five but ended the year on an eight-game winning streak. 


7. TIM DERUYTER, FRESNO STATE 

Before: 4-9 (3-4 WAC); After: 9-4 (7-1 MWC) 

Fresno State very quietly had an outstanding first season under 
DeRuyter. The Bulldogs went 7—1 in their first year in the Mountain 
West — a step up in competition from the WAC — and were vastly 
improved on both offense and defense. 
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8. JIM MORA, UCLA 

Before: 6-8 (5-4); After: 9-5 (6—3) 

UCLA ended the year on a three-game losing 
streak (with two of the losses coming to Stan- 
ford), but Mora’s first season was a big success. 
The Bruins won five straight in the Pac-12 — their 
longest such streak since 2005 — and beat rival USC for 
the first time since 2006. 


9. BOB DAVIE, NEW MEXICO 

Before: 1-11 (1-6); After: 4-9 (1-7) 

New Mexico won only one conference game in 2012, but the Lobos 
were significantly better in Davie's first season. Want some evidence? 
The Lobos’ scoring differential last fall was minus-4.4 points per 
game; in ’11, it was minus-29.7 points per game. 


10. TODD GRAHAM, ARIZONA STATE 

Before: 6—7 (4-5); After: 8-5 (5-4) 

Graham guided Arizona State to its first winning season since 2007 
and its first bowl victory since 2005. The Sun Devils were dramati- 
cally improved on defense — they climbed 64 spots in the national 
rankings — and capped the regular season with a 41-34 win at rival 
Arizona. 
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11. nee RODRIGUEZ, ARIZONA 
Before 4-8 (2-7); After: 8-5 (4-5) 
Other an the loss at home to Arizona 

State in the regular-season finale, 
Rodriguez's first year was a success. 

The Wildcats ranked seventh nation- \ \ 


ally in total offense (but were a train Se yw 
wreck on defense). 


12. LARRY FEDORA, NORTH CAROLINA 
Before: 7-6 (3-5); After: 8—4 (5-3) 

The Heels won eight games in Fedora’s first season — 
and it could have been more. They lost by one point to 
Wake Forest, by five to Louisville and by three to Duke. 


13. KYLE FLOOD, RUTGERS 

Before: 9-4 (4-3); After: 9-4 (5-2) 

Rutgers appeared on its way to the outright Big East title 
and a spot in a BCS bowl, but the Scarlet Knights, need- 
ing only one win, lost their final two games. 


14. PAUL CHRYST, PITTSBURGH 
Before: 6—7 (4-3); After: 6-7 (3-4) 
The Panthers took a step back in Big 
East play with a 3-4 record, but 
Chryst has added some much-needed 
stability to a program that has had 
four head coaches in the past three 
seasons. 


15. La pee stow TOLEDO 
Before: 9—4 (7-1); After: 3—4 (6-2) 

Toledo rate its win total from the previous season, 
but the Rockets took a small step back in the league 


and averaged 10.7 points per game fewer than in 2011. 


16. CARL PELINI, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
Before: 1-11 (0-8); After: 3-9 (2-6) 

The Owls played relatively well in the latter half of the 
season. They beat Troy and Western Kentucky, and each 
of their last four losses came by 14 points or less. 


17. JIM MCELWAIN, Sonoma STATE 

Before: 3-9 (1-6); After: 4-8 (3-5) 

The Rams opened the year by beating Colorado and ended 
the year by winning three of the final five. In between, 
they lost six straight games, all by 12 points or more. 


18. CURTIS JOHNSON, TULANE 

Before: 2-11 (1-7); After: 2-10 (2-6) 

Tulane suffered through injuries to key personnel that 
stunted its growth in the first season under Johnson, a 
former assistant with the Saints. 


19. irs spe deceit ces UAB 

Befo 3-9 ) 3-9 (2-6) 

The Blavers lost thee is USA games by 10 points or less 
and climbed 31 spots in the national rankings in total of- 
fense and 30 spots in total defense. 


20. TONY LEVINE, HOUSTON 

Before: 13—1 (8-0); After: 5—7 (4-4) 

Houston still accumulated a ton of yards, but its scor- 
ing decreased by 17 points per game, and the defense 
ranked 115th in the nation. 


MIKE oe a Wasa on STATE 


The (ointate won one fit game naa actually regressed 
offensively. In 2011, Wazzu averaged 422.4 yards and 29.8 
points per game. Under Leach’s watch, those numbers 
dipped to 359.5 and 20.4. 


22. TERRY BOWDEN, AKRON 

Before: (1-11, 0-8); After: (1-11, 0-8) 

The Zips were bad before Bowden and bad with Bowden. 
They were, however, more competitive in league play. In 
2011, Akron was outgained by an average of 177.0 yards 
in MAC games; in ‘12, they “improved” to minus-55.9 
yards per game. 


23. COREY Ee ene e nee 

Befo f er 1-11 (1-7 MA 

It was a ak fist s season aie Molnar and the Minute 
men, who went 1-11 in their first year in the FBS ranks. 
During one especially painful stretch, UMass lost to 
Bowling Green, Vanderbilt and Northern Illinois by a com- 
bined score of 136-7. 


24. CHARLIE WEIS, — 
Before: 2-10 (0-9) or: 1-11 (0-9) 
Weis’ first season at ae did not go 
well — the Jayhawks were the only AQ 
conference team that did not beat an 
FBS opponent in 2012 — but there 
were some signs of progress. KU 
improved 13 spots in the national 
rankings in total offense and seven 
spots in total defense, and three of its Big 
12 losses came by seven points or less. 


25. NORM CHOW, HAWAII 

Before: 6-7 (3-4); After: 3-9 (1-7) 

Hawaii won its final two games, but the 2012 season was 
a significant step back for a program that had won at 
least six games in each of the past six years. The War- 
iors’ offense struggled under Chow, averaging 21.2 
points (down from 31.5 in 2011) and 297.4 yards (down 
from 404.2) per game. 


26. JOHN L. SMITH, ARKANSAS 

Before: 11-2 (6-2): After: 4-8 (2-6) 

Smith’s lone season in sey in Fayetteville did not go 
well. The Hogs won only four games — their fewest since 
2005 — and their two SEC wins came over teams (Auburn 
and Kentucky) that did not win a conference game. 


27. TIM BECKMAN, ILLINOIS 

Before: 7—6 (2-6); After: 2-10 (0-8) 
Illinois was arguably the worst AQ conference team in 
the nation in 2012. The Fighting Illini went winless in the 
Big Ten, and only one of their eight losses in the league 
was decided by less than 14 points. 


28. ELLIS JOHNSON, SOUTHERN MISS 
Before: 12~2 (6-2); After: 0-12 (0-8) 

Johnson inherited 10 returning starters from a team that 
went 12-2 yet somehow failed to win a single game. It 
was a staggering implosion for a program that had not 
had a losing record since 1993. Johnson was fired after 
one season. 
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2013 COACHING CAROUSEL 
A total of 31 programs changed hands in 
another busy offseason. Here's how Athlon 
Sports ranks the new hires. 


1. Bobby Petrino Western Kentucky 
2. Willie Taggart South Florida 
3. Gary Andersen Wisconsin 

4, Gus Malzahn Auburn 

5, Kliff Kingsbury Texas Tech 
6. Trent Miles Georgia State 

7, Bret Bielema Arkansas 

8. Sonny Dykes California 

9. Dave Doeren NC State 

10. Mike Macintyre Colorado 
11, Tommy Tuberville Cincinnati 
12. Butch Jones Tennessee 
13. Darrell Hazell Purdue 
14. Mark Stoops Kentucky 

15. Bryan Harsin Arkansas State 


_ 16. Todd Monken Southern Miss 


17. Mark Helfrich Oregon 

18. Steve Addazio Boston College 
19. Matt Rhule Temple 

20. Matt Wells Utah State 

21. Brian Polian Nevada 

22. Ron Caragher San Jose State 
23. Sean Kugler UTEP 

24. Rod Carey Northern Illinois 
25. Skip Holtz Louisiana Tech 

26. Paul Petrino Idaho 

27. Scott Shafer Syracuse 

28. Paul Haynes Kent State 

29. P.J. Fleck Western Michigan 
30. Doug Martin New Mexico State 
31. Ron Turner FIU 


WITH BILL KING 


Listen to Athlon Sports Editor Mitch Light 
talk college sports with Bill King 
every Tuesday from 8-9 am EST 

on Sirius/XM Channel 91 
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Back from 


These players missed the entire 2012 season with serious injury. They'll be back in 


2013 and will be expected to make a big impact. 


Chris Black, WR, Alabama 

Black was expected to make an imme- 
diate impact as a true freshman before 
suffering a shoulder injury in preseason 
camp. He almost burned his redshirt in 
the SEC Championship Game, but the 
Alabama staff opted not to play him. 


Dominique Brown, RB, Louisville 
Former quarterback was the Cards’ sec- 
ond-leading rusher in 2011 with 533 
yards. He was slowed early last season 
due to a knee injury and opted to red- 
shirt to preserve a year of eligibility. 


Kelby Brown, LB, Duke 

A 10-game starter in 2011 and a Fresh- 
man All-American in’10, Brown missed 
all of last season with a knee injury. 


Travis Carrie, CB, Ohio 
A second-team All-MAC pick as a jun- 
ior in 2011, Carrie missed last season 
with a torn ACL suffered in preseason 
camp. He was on the Thorpe Award 
watch list prior to his injury. 


Jordan Canzeri, RB, lowa 

Canzeri was expected to be the 
Hawkeyes’ No. 1 tailback in 2012 be- 
fore going down with a torn ACL dur- 
ing spring practice. With 17 months of 
rehab time, he should be 100 percent 
for the Hawkeyes’ 2013 opener. 


Injury 


Khairi Fortt, LB, California 

Fortt, a reserve linebacker at Penn State 
in his first two seasons, transferred to 
California in August 2012. He was eli- 
gible to play immediately but sat out 
while recovering from a knee injury. 


Tyshon Goode, WR, Kent State 
Syracuse native caught 136 passes for 
1,814 yards and 12 touchdowns in his 
first three seasons. He missed the 2012 
season with a hamstring injury. 


Hau’oli Jamora, DE, Washington 
When healthy, Jamora has been a key 
cog on the Huskies’ defensive line. He 
missed the final nine games of the 2011 
season due to a torn ACL and then rein- 
jured the same knee during preseason 
camp the following August. 


Devon Kennard, DE, USC 
Kennard started 18 games during his 
first three years at USC and was ex- 
pected to start in 2012. However, he was 
forced to miss the entire season when he 
was sidelined in preseason camp with a 
torn muscle in his chest. 


Tre Maddon, RB, USC 

Maddon was making the transition 
from linebacker to tailback in the spring 
of 2012 when he went down with a torn 


ACL. 


TOP NEW COORDINATORS 


Dave Aranda 

Defensive Coordinator, Wisconsin 

Aranda followed new Wisconsin head coach Gary An- 
dersen to Madison. In his only season as the DC at 
Utah State, the Aggies ranked 14th nationally in total 
defense (322.1 ypg) and seventh in scoring defense 
(15.4 ppg). Prior to his one season at USU, Aranda, 
36, served as the defensive coordinator at Hawaii for 
two seasons. 


Don Brown 

Defensive Coordinator, Boston College 

Brown is a respected defensive coach who has 
coached in the FBS ranks for only four seasons. After 
a two-year stop as the defensive coordinator at Mary- 
land (2009-10), he joined Paul Pasquatonis staff at 
Connecticut. The Huskies finished 51st (11) and ninth 
('12} nationally in total defense during his two sea- 
sons. Brown also has nine years of experience as a 
head coach in the FCS — Northeastern (27-20 in four 
seasons] and UMass (43-19 in five seasons). 


Neal Brown 
Offensive Coordinator, Kentucky 


coordinator at Texas Tech (2010-12) and Troy (2008- 
09). At 33, he will be the youngest coordinator in the 
SEC and will inject some enthusiasm — and swagger 


the ball in recent years, 


Jim Chaney 

Offensive Coordinator, Arkansas 

Tennessee had a lot of problems last season. Moving 
the football was not one of them. In 2012, the Volun- 
teers — blessed with an outstanding collection of 
skill players — ranked 19th in the nation in total of- 
fense (475.9 ypg) and 23rd in scoring offense (36.2 


2009, Chaney spent time as an assistant with the St. 


at Purdue (1997-2005), 


— into a Kentucky offense that has struggled to move 


Brown, a former wide receiver at Kentucky and UMass, 
returns to his native state after stops as the offensive 


C.J. Brown 

QB, Maryland 

Brown was slated to be the Terps’ 
starting quarterback last fall before 
tearing his ACL in mid-August. 
Now a senior, Brown will battle 
junior college transfer Ricardo 
Young for the top job in the fall. 


Bill Cubit 

Offensive Coordinator, Illinois 

Cubit is fresh off a solid eight-year run as the head 
coach at Western Michigan. The Broncos went 51-47 
overall and 36-27 in the MAC during his time in Kala- 
mazoo. They ranked in the top 40 nationally in total 
offense in four of his last five years, highlighted by the 
2011 season in which WMU averaged 458.5 yards and 
35.3 points per game. Previously, Cubit was the offen- 
sive coordinator at Stanford, Rutgers, Missouri and 
Western Michigan. 


| DJ. Durkin 
_ Defensive Coordinator, Florida 
| Durkin was promoted to the defensive coordinator 


post after Dan Quinn left Florida to become the DC of 


| the Seattle Seahawks. Previously, Durkin had been 


ppg). Prior to joining Lane Kiffin's staff at Tennessee in | 


the Gators’ linebackers and special teams coach from 


_ 2010-12 and the defensive ends and special teams 


Louis Rams (2006-08) and as an offensive coordinator 


coach at Stanford under Jim Harbaugh from 2007-09, 


__ He is one of the bright young coaches in the game. 
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Brown: Bruce Schwartzman; Josey: Layne Murdoch; Yurcich: AP Photo/Don Juan Moore 


Stefan McClure, CB, California 
McClure suffered a serious knee injury 
against Arizona State in November 
2011. He had played in 11 of the Bears’ 
first 12 games with two starts. 


Jacobbi McDaniel, DT, Florida State 
A top-five national recruit in the Class of 
2009, McDaniel started 18 games dur- 
ing his first three seasons. He missed the 
final seven games in 2011 and all of 712 
with an ankle injury. 


Andre Monroe, DE, Maryland 
Monroe earned Freshman All-America 
honors in 2011 after playing in nine 
games (with four starts) as a defensive 
tackle. He was slated to start at end last 
season but was lost for the season with a 
torn ACL in preseason camp. 


Mario Pender, RB, Florida State 
Pender, a top-100 national recruit in the 
Class of 2012, missed his true freshman 
season with a severe groin injury. He is 
back and will be part of the Seminoles’ 
rotation at running back this fall. 


Ronald Powell, DE/OLB, Florida 
A hybrid end/outside linebacker, Powell 
appeared in 25 games during his first 
two years. The former top-five national 
recruit tore his ACL in the 2012 spring 
game and sat out the entire season. 


Paul Richardson, WR, Colorado 
Richardson caught 39 passes for 555 yards 
(including 284 in one game) as a sopho- 
more in 2011. He missed last season after 
tearing an ACL in a non-contact drill. 


D.T. Shackelford, LB, Ole Miss 
Shackelford has missed the last two seasons 
due to two ACL surgeries on his right 
knee. He earned Freshman All-SEC hon- 
ors in 2009 after playing in 11 games as a 
reserve linebacker, and he started six of 12 
games in 2010. 


Brandon Wilds, RB, South Carolina 
Wilds took on a big role as a true freshman 
in the South Carolina offense after Marcus 
Lattimore went down with a season-end- 
ing injury in October 2011. He sat out last 
season partly due to an ankle injury and 
partly due to the depth at tailback. 


Jarrick Williams, DB, Alabama 
Williams was projected to serve as a 
backup safety for the Tide in 2012, but he 
tore his ACL in preseason camp. He will 
have two years of eligibility remaining. 


Lo Wood, CB, Notre Dame 

Wood saw action in 21 games as a reserve 
in his first two seasons with the Fighting 
Irish. He was expected to contend for a 
starting role in 2012 but went down with 
an Achilles injury in preseason camp. 
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Henry Josey 
RB, Missouri 


Through eight weeks of the 2011 season, 
Josey ranked fourth nationally in rushing 


(127.1 ypg) and was averaging a gaudy 


8.5 yards per rush. He missed the final 


three-plus games of that season and all 


of 2012 with a serious knee injury. 


These players missed significant time — more than half the season — with injury in 2012 but are expected back this fall. 


Michael Bennett, WR, Georgia (played in 5 games) 
Cameron Blakes, LB, ULM (3 games) 

Alfred Blue, RB, LSU (3 games} 

Jesse Callier, RB, Washington (1 game) 

Chris Casher, DE, Florida State (1 game) 

D.J. Coles, WR, Virginia Tech {1 game) 


D.J. Eliot 

Defensive Coordinator, Kentucky 

Eliot has worked with new Kentucky coach Mark 
Stoops at Florida State, Miami (Fla.), Houston and 
Wyoming. Most recently, he coached the defensive 
ends at Florida State (2010-12) and is a big reason the 
school has once again started to churn out NFL-caliber 
defensive linemen. He's regarded as an outstanding re- 
cfuiter who has already helped the Wildcats tand some 
top-flight defensive talent. 


Tony Franklin 

Offensive Coordinator, California 

Franklin is joining his boss, new California coach 
Sonny Dykes, in Berkeley after a three-year stint at 
Louisiana Tech. The Bulldogs ranked first nationally in 
both total offense (577.9 ypg) and scoring offense 
(51.5 ppg) in 2012. Franklin has been successful at 
every stop — with the exception of his ill-fated season 
at Auburn (2008). 


Blake Countess, CB, Michigan {1 game) 
Jared Ebert, DT, Oregon (1 game) 

Fou Fonoti, OL, Michigan State (2 games) 
Jalston Fowler, RB, Alabama (2 games) 
Sterling Griffin, WR, South Florida (2 games} 
Dee Hart, RB, Alabama (5 games) 


Taysom Hill, OB, BYU (6 games) 


Jeff Jagodzinski 

Offensive Coordinator, Georgia State 

Jagodzinski went 20-8 in two seasons (2007-08) with 
Boston College, but was fired after interviewing for a 
job as a coordinator in the NFL. He did get hired as the 


one season. Since, he has been a head coach in the 


an NAIA school in Florida. Now, he is back in the FBS 
ranks (barely) as the OC at Georgia State under new 
coach Trent Miles. 


Eltis Johnson 

Defensive Coordinator, Auburn 

Johnson's lone season as the head coach at Southern 

Miss was a disaster — the Golden Eagles went 0-12 

— but he is a proven defensive coordinator. He played 

+ an integral role in South Carolina's rise in the SEC 

| while on Steve Spurrier’s staff from 2008-11, and he 

also has time as a DC at Mississippi State, Alabama 
and Clemson. Johnson should make an immediate im- 

| pact on an Auburn defense that struggled in 2012. 


Jordan Hicks, LB, Texas (3 games) 


Waymon James, RB, TCU (2 games) 
Jackson Jeffcoat, DE, Texas (6 games) 
Jesse Joseph, DE, Connecticut (3 games) 
Tevin King, RB, Louisiana Tech (3 games) 


OC of the Tampa Bay Bucs in 2009, but that only lasted 
| Florida State is short; he will be a head coach soon. 
UFL and the wide receivers coach at Ave Marie College, 


} 


| Offensive Coordinator, 
_ Oklahoma State 


) sive coordinator at Shippens- 

| burg {Pa.) University the past 

| two seasons. The Raiders aver- 

* aged 531.1 yards and 46.8 points 
| per game in 2012. He has big shoes to 
‘fill: Oklahoma State has finished in the top four na- 
| tionally in total offense in each of the last three years. 


Erik Kohler, OL, Washington (2 games} 

Tracy Moore, WR, Oklahoma State (4 games) 
\feadi Odenigho, DE, Northwestern {1 game) 
Brian Randolph, DB, Tennessee (3 games} 
Colin Tanigawa, 6, Washington (2 games) 
DeAndrew White, WR, Alabama (5 games} 


Jeremy Pruitt 

Defensive Coordinator, Florida State 

Pruitt was a valued member of Nick Saban's staff at 
Alabama the past three seasons as the Crimson Tide's 
secondary coach. He is regarded as an outstanding re- 
cruiter as well. Don't be surprised if Pruitt’s stay at 


Mike Yurcich 


Yurcich is making the move 
from the Division II ranks, 
where he served as the offen- 
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Top Transfers 


Drew Allen, QB 

Oklahoma to Syracuse 

A career backup at Oklahoma — he 
threw a total of 30 passes in the past 
three years — Allen will play his final 
season of eligibility at Syracuse. The 6'5" 
San Antonio native is the favorite to 
start for new coach Scott Shafer. 


Brian Bobek, C 

Ohio State to Minnesota 

A former 4-star recruit, Bobek played in 
two games as a true freshman at Ohio 
State in 2011. He is expected to start as 
a junior for the Golden Gophers. 


Jeremy Cash, S$ 

Ohio State to Duke 

Cash played in five games, mostly on 
special teams, for Ohio State in 2011. 
He will have a chance to start right away 
at Duke, where he will have three sea- 
sons of eligibility. 


Tra Carson, RB 

Oregon to Texas A&M 

Carson rushed for 254 yards on 45 car- 
ries as a true freshman in 2011, but 
opted to transfer to seek out more play- 
ing time. He will battle holdover Ben 
Malena and fellow transfer Brandon 
Williams for carries this fall. 


Gerald Christian, TE 

Florida to Louisville 

Christian teamed with fellow Florida- 
to-Louisville transfer Robert Clark at 
Dwyer High School in West Palm 
Beach, Fla. Christian caught four passes 
for 72 yards and one touchdown as a 
sophomore in 2011. He will have two 
seasons of eligibility. 


Robert Clark, WR 

Florida to Louisville 

Clark played sparingly in his two sea- 
sons in Gainesville. The 5'9", 182- 
pound junior should be a key part of the 
Cardinals’ rotation at wide receiver. 


Josh Doctson, WR 

Wyoming to TCU 

Doctson made an immediate contribu- 
tion as a true freshman at Wyoming in 
2011, catching 35 passes for 393 yards 
and five touchdowns. The 6'4", 185- 
pound native of Mansfield, Texas, will 
team with fellow transfer Ja’Jaun Story 
to give the Horned Frogs two big targets 
to complement returning receiver Bran- 


don Carter. 


Max Garcia, OL 

Maryland to Florida 

Georgia native started all 12 games as a 
sophomore at Maryland in 2011 and 
will be in position to earn a starting spot 
for the Gators in °13. 


Jake Heaps, QB 

BYU to Kansas 

Heaps, the No. 1 quarterback recruit in 
the nation in 2010, started 16 games in 
his two seasons at BYU. He threw for 
2,316 yards with 15 touchdowns and 
nine interceptions as a freshman but 
struggled as a sophomore. He was 
benched midway through the season 
and ended the year with nine TDs and 
eight INTs. 


Kellen Jones, LB 

Oklahoma to Clemson 

Jones originally signed with Michigan 
but left the school in July before his true 
freshman season and landed at Okla- 
homa. He played in 12 games for the 
Sooners in 2011 before transferring to 
Clemson, where he will be reunited with 
Brent Venables, his defensive coordina- 
tor at OU. 


Deon Long, WR 

New Mexico to Maryland 

(via junior college) 

Long, who originally signed with West 
Virginia in 2009, was a first-team 
NJCAA All-American after catching 
100 passes for 1,625 yards and 25 
touchdowns at Jowa Western Commu- 
nity College in 2012. As a redshirt fresh- 
man at New Mexico in 2011, he caught 
47 passes for a team-high 809 yards 
while playing for current Maryland of- 
fensive coordinator Mike Locksley. 


Jeff Luc, LB 
Florida State to Cincinnati 
A former 4-star prospect 
from Port St. Lucie, Fla., 
Luc played in 19 games 
and recorded 23 tackles in 
his two seasons with the 
Seminoles. He will have 
two seasons of eligibility 
remaining at Cincinnati. 
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Daniel Jenkins, RB 

Arizona to Washington State 
Jenkins rushed for 293 yards and two 
touchdowns while backing up 


Ka‘Deem Carey, the nation’s leading 
rusher, last season. He graduated 
from Arizona in December and will be 
eligible immediately at Washington 
State, where he should play a major 
role for an offense that ranked last in 


the nation in rushing in 2012. 


Aaron Lynch, DE 
Notre Dame to 
South Florida 
A top-20 national 
recruit in the 
class of 2011, 
Lynch started 
six games for 
Notre Dame 
as airue 
freshman, 
recording 5.5 
sacks and 14 
quarterback hur- 
nes. He is expected 
to play a major role for 
the Bulls in 2013. 


Peter Brouillet; Lynch: Bruce 


Williams; Tim Umphrey; Showers: Cl 


Jenkins: 


Justin McCay, WR 

Oklahoma to Kansas 

A former 5-star recruit (by Scout) from 
Kansas City, McCay played in only 
three games — and did not catch a 
pass — during his two years with the 
Sooners. He will have two years of el- 
igibility ac KU. 


Tyler Moore, OL 

Nebraska to Florida 

(via junior college) 

The son of a former Nebraska tight 
end, Moore started four games at right 
tackle for the Cornhuskers as a true 
freshman in 2011. The Clearwater, 
Fla., native spent the fall of 2012 at St. 
Petersburg (Fla.) Community College, 
which doesn’t have a football team. He 
will be a sophomore this season. 


Matt Patchan, OL 

Florida to Boston College 

Patchan played in 27 games and 
started eight games (seven on offense 
and one on defense) during his injury- 
plagued four years at Florida. He grad- 
uated in December and opted to play 
his final season at Boston College, 
where he will reunite with Steve Ad- 
dazio, his former position coach at 
Florida. 


Josh Quezada, RB 

BYU to Fresno State 

Quezada rushed for 803 yards and six 
touchdowns in two seasons at BYU, 
with a high of 107 yards in a 2010 win 
over New Mexico. The Southern Cal- 
ifornia native will have an opportunity 
to replace three-time 1,000-yard 
rusher Robbie Rouse as the feature 
back at Fresno State. 


Tom Savage, QB 

Arizona to Pittsburgh 

Savage, who has not played a down 
since the 2010 season, will have one 
year of eligibility at Pittsburgh. He 
began his career at Rutgers (where he 
earned Freshman All-America honors 
in 09), made a one-year stop at Ari- 
zona (in 2011), and then landed at 
Pittsburgh. After sitting out in 2012, 
he is expected to be the starter for sec- 
ond-year Panthers coach Paul Chryst. 


Jesse Scroggins, QB 

USC to Arizona (via junior college) 
A former top-100 national recruit, 
Scroggins lasted two years at USC. He 
spent the 2012 season at El Camino 
(Calif) College, where he posted un- 
derwhelming numbers. In eight 
games, he only completed 45.9 per- 
cent of his passes for 1,148 yards and 
eight touchdowns. 


Graham Stewart, LB 


Florida to UConn 


Stewart, a Connecticut native, returned 
home after one season at Florida. He 
played in 12 games for the Gators on spe- 
cial teams as a true freshman in 2011 and 
scored a touchdown on a blocked punt in 
the Gator Bowl against Ohio State. 


JaJuan Story, WR 
Florida to TCU 


A top-50 national recruit in the Class of 
2011, Story has yet to play in a game dur- 
ing his collegiate career. After redshirting 
at Florida in 2011, he sat out last fall after 


transferring to TCU. 
Pete Thomas, QB 


Colorado State to NC State 

Thomas was a two-year starter at Colorado 
State. As a true freshman in 2010, he threw 
for 2,662 yards with 11 touchdowns and 
13 interceptions. In “11, he threw for 
1,607 yards, seven TDs and eight INTs in 
an injury-shortened season. 


Darius White, WR 
Texas to Missouri 


A 2009 prep All-American, White caught 
six passes for 71 yards in two seasons at 
Texas. He will have two years of eligibility 


at Missouri. 


DJ. Yendrey, DT 
TCU to Texas State 


Yendrey was one of several key TCU play- 
ers kicked off the team in February 2012 
following a drug bust on campus. He has 
landed at Texas State, where he will have 


one season of eligibility. 


Ricardo Young, QB 


New Mexico to Maryland 


(via junior college) 


The well-traveled Young, the 2010 Wash- 
ington, D.C., Player of the Year, has spent 
time at Virginia Tech, New Mexico (under 
current Maryland offensive coordinator 


Mike Locksley) and 
Iowa Western Com- 
munity College. There 
are a host of candidates 
for the starting job in 
the fall, but Young was 
the only healthy quar- 
terback in the spring. 


Scotty Young, QB 
Texas Tech to 
Louisiana Tech 

A top-250 national re- 
cruit in the Class of 
2010, Young left Texas 
Tech after two seasons 


Jameill Showers, QB 
Texas A&M to UTEP 


Showers emerged from 


last spring No. 1 on the 
Aggies depth chart 
but got beaten out by 
a guy named Johnny 
Manziel. Showers has 


already graduated 
from A&M, so he will be 
able to play immediately 
at UTEP where he will have 


EXTRA POINTS 


Brandon Williams, RB 
Oklahoma to Texas A&M 


Williams, one of the gems of the 


Sooners’ 2011 recruiting class, only 
played one season at Okiahoma, 
where he rushed for 219 yards on 46 
carries. He transferred to A&M to be 
closer to his home in Brookshire, 
Texas. The Aggies are expecting 

a major contribution from the 
former 5-star recruit. 


two years of eligibility. 


without taking a snap. He is the favorite to 
start at Louisiana Tech for new coach Skip 


Holtz. 
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2. Julio Jones, WR, Alabama 

Foley (Ala.) High 

One of the most coveted prospects in recent memory, Jones signed 
with Alabama over Florida, Oklahoma and Florida State. He 
caught a touchdown in four of his first five college games, quickly 
showing a truly rare blend of size and speed. The wideout helped 
lead Bama back to a national title as a sophomore and a 10-3 
record as a junior. Jones finished second in school history in re- 
ceptions (179) and yards (2,653) and fourth in touchdowns (15) 
despite playing just three years in a run-first offense. The Atlanta 
Falcons traded most of their draft to move up and select the star 
wideout with the sixth overall pick in 2011. 


3. Darrell Scott, RB, Colorado 

Ventura (Calif.) St. Bonaventure 

Born in Tallahassee, Fla., Scott grew up in Texas and Califor- 
nia, where he developed into one of the best running back 
prospects in the nation. He rushed for nearly 6,000 yards and 
79 touchdowns in his final two prep seasons at two different 
California high schools. He picked Colorado over Texas, Florida 
and LSU. After two undistinguished seasons in Boulder, he 
transferred to South Florida. He posted career highs in 2011 for 
the Bulls, rushing for 814 yards and five touchdowns. After 
three unremarkable seasons at two schools, Scott left early for the 
NFL and went undrafted in 2012. 


4. Da’Quan Bowers, DE, Clemson 

Bamberg (S.C.) Bamberg-Ehrhardt 

A freak athlete, Bowers excelled at defensive end, running back 
and kick returner his final season in high school. At Clemson, he 
contributed immediately as a freshman and continued to develop 
as a sophomore, posting 18.5 tackles for a loss in his first two sea- 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ATHLON SPORTS’ 


TOP 40 


RECRUITS OF 


2008 


by Braden Gall 


1. Terrelle Pryor, QB, Ohio State 
Jeannette (Pa.) High 


A two-sport state champion, Pryor took to the limelight, extending 
his decision to sign well beyond National Signing Day. Six weeks 
later, the star quarterback inked with Ohio State over Oregon, Penn 
State and Michigan. By the fourth game of his career, Pryor was 
the starting quarterback, earning Big Ten Freshman of the Year hon- 
ors en route to the first of three straight Big Ten championships. 
However, following his junior season, his career in Columbus came 
to an end when an NCAA investigation discovered improper bene- 
fits and activities. He was the centerpiece of the scandal that led 
to the firing of coach Jim Tressel and the suspension of other key 
players. On June 7, 2011, Pryor withdrew from Ohio State with a 
31-4 record as the starter. He was taken by the Oakland Raiders in 
the third round of the 2011 Supplemental Draft. 


sons. As a junior, he led the nation in tackles for a loss (26.0) and 
sacks (15.5), earning consensus All-America honors. He took 
home the Nagurski, Ted Hendricks and ACC Defensive Player 
of the Year awards and departed early for the NFL. Major knee is- 
sues caused his NFL stock to drop, resulting in Tampa Bay se- 
lecting Bowers with the 51st overall pick in the 2011 Draft. 


5. Will Hill, S, Florida 

West Orange (N_J.) St. Peter's 

Hill did everything for St. Peter's, playing quarterback, running 
back, wide receiver and defensive back. He picked Florida and 
went on to become an SEC All-Freshman in 2008 after recording 
48 tackles and two INTs en route to the BCS National Champi- 
onship. Hill never developed into a star, however, and finished 
with 144 career tackles and four career picks. He declared early for 
the NFL but went undrafted. In May 2012, he signed with the 
New York Giants and played in 12 games as a rookie last season. 
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Pryor: Ric Fogel; Green: Brad Schloss 


7. Arthur Brown, LB, Miami 

Wichita (Kan.) East 

After a long and high-profile recruitment, 
Brown signed with Miami over powerhouses 
like LSU and Florida. After struggling his first 
two seasons in Coral Gables, he transferred 
back home to Kansas State. Once back in the 
Sunflower State, Brown flourished, earning Big 
12 Newcomer of the Year in 2011 after record- 
ing 101 tackles. He returned for his senior sea- 
son and helped lead the Wildcats to a Big 12 
title and earned Big 12 Defensive Player of the 
Year honors after another 100-tackle season. 
The Cats went 21-5 during his tenure. 


8. Jermie Calhoun, RB, Oklahoma 
Van (Texas) High 

Garnering unwarranted comparisons to 
Adrian Peterson, the Lone Star State runner 
went North to Oklahoma and never realized 
his potential. He rushed for just 242 yards and 
one touchdown before transferring to Angelo 
(Texas) State in 2011. He rushed for 341 
yards and two touchdowns in 2012 for the 
Rams. 


9. Patrick Johnson, CB, LSU 

Pompano Beach (Fla.) Ely 

The highly coveted prospect changed his 
name from Johnson to Peterson in August 
2008 prior to playing a down for LSU. He 
played in all 13 games as a freshman, starting 


the final four games. His elite athletic 
ability was obvious, not only on de- 
fense but also on special teams. The 
accolades piled up as Peterson won the 
Thorpe and Bednarik awards as the 
nation’s top defensive back and top 
defensive player. He was a consensus 
All-American and SEC Defensive Player of 
the Year in 2010 and also racked up 1,350 
yards and two touchdowns as a return man. 
He left LSU early and was the fifth overall se- 
lection in the 2011 NFL Draft by the Arizona 
Cardinals. 


10. R.J. Washington, DE, Oklahoma 
Fort Worth (Texas) Keller Fossil Ridge 
Washington never lived up to the hype of 
being ranked the No. 2 defensive end in the 
nation. He played in 40 career games but 
started just six in his career, all during his sen- 
ior season in 2012. His tenure in Norman 
ended with 57 total tackles, 8.5 tackles for a 
loss, 7.0 sacks and one forced fumble. 


11. Marcus Forston, DT, Miami 

Miami (Fla.) Northwestern 

The star prep nose tackle was the most high- 
profile member of the 2007 Miami North- 
western state championship team that sent 
seven prospects to Miami and Lavonte David 
(eventually) to Nebraska. Forston played in 12 
games as a freshman and earned Freshman 
All-America honors. After a promising first 
season, Forston missed all but three games as 
a sophomore due to injury. Returning in 
2010, the big nose guard started 12 games and 
posted 37 tackles with 12 tackles for a loss. 
However, a knee injury ended his 2011 sea- 


son after just three games. His collegiate ca- 
reer ended when he declared early for the 
NFL Draft. He went unselected, but made 
the New England Patriots practice squad 
in 2012. 


12. Michael Brewster, OL 

Ohio State 

Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater 

The 6'5", 305-pound pivot is one of the 
greatest centers to play at Ohio State. He 
entered the starting lineup in the fourth 
game of his college career as a freshman 
and never let go. His 49 consecutive starts 
comprised the second-longest streak in 
school history. He earned Freshman All- 
America honors in 2008 and was a Rim- 
ington Trophy finalist in 2010. The star 
center played in 51 games and was a part of 
three Big Ten championships. He went un- 
drafted in 2012 but started seven games for 
the Jaguars as a rookie. 


13. Michael Floyd, WR, Notre Dame 

St. Paul (Minn.) Cretin-Derham Hall 
Hailing from one of the most talent-rich high 
schools in the Midwest, Floyd burst onto the 
scene at Notre Dame as a freshman by playing 
in 11 games and setting school freshman 
records for receptions (48), yards (719) and 
touchdowns (7). He dealt with minor injuries 
and off-the-field issues throughout his career 
in South Bend, but he rewrote the Irish re- 
ceiving record book. He set school marks for 
receptions (271), yards (3,689), touchdowns 
(37) and 100-yard efforts (16) to go with the 
single-season record for catches (100) in 2011. 
He was the 13th overall pick in the 2012 draft 
by the Arizona Cardinals. 


14. Nigel Bradham, LB, Florida State 
Crawfordville (Fla.) Wakulla 

Bradham never became the superstar the ex- 
perts imagined, but he was a dependable 
three-year starter for the Seminoles. He be- 
came the first Noles defender to lead the team 
in tackles for three consecutive years since 
Marvin Jones did it in the early 90s. His ca- 
reer culminated by being named All-ACC 
honorable mention in 2011. Bradham was se- 
lected 105th overall in the fourth round of the 
2012 NFL Draft by the Buffalo Bills. He 
started 11 games and posted 57 tackles as a 
rookie last season. 


15. Blake Ayles, TE, USC 

Orange (Calif.) Lutheran 

Ayles played for three seasons at USC, catch- 
ing just 14 passes for 182 yards and one 
touchdown. He transferred to Miami and was 
set to contribute in 2011 before a preseason 
concussion ended his college career. He never 
played another down and went undrafted in 
the 2012 NFL Draft. 
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16. Jonathan Baldwin, WR, Pittsburgh 
Aliquippa (Pa.) High 

Another big-bodied receiver in the ’08 re- 
ceiver class, Baldwin made a quick impact. 
As a sophomore, he had 57 receptions for 
1,111 yards as the school’s firse 1,000-yard 
receiver since 2004. He was first-team All- 
Big East and received some All-America 
recognition. He finished his three-year career 
with 128 catches, 2,337 yards and 16 touch- 
downs before leaving early for the NFL 
Draft. He was a first-round pick by the 
Chiefs in 2011 but has yet to deliver in the 
professional ranks. 


17. DeAndre Brown, WR 
Southem Miss 

Ocean Springs (Miss.) High 
Fans in Hattiesburg wonder what could have 
been with Brown. He dominated Conference 
USA as a freshman, setting a school record 
with 67 receptions. Yer, his first season ended 
when he suffered a gruesome broken leg in 
the bowl game. From there, Brown was 
never the same player. He is second in 
Southern Miss history with 24 TD catches, 
third with 2,207 yards and fifth with 134 
catches. He went undrafted, and his 
NFL career consists of a 15-day stint 
with the Eagles. 


18, Matt Kalil, OL, USC 
Corona (Calif.) Servite 

Kalil was the fourth overall pick in the 
2012 NFL Draft, started all 16 games in front 
of Adrian Peterson and earned a Pro Bowl in- 
vite as a Minnesota Vikings rookie. With a 
father, Frank, and brother, Ryan, excelling as 
not only college stars but also NFL perform- 
ers, the youngest Kalil was well prepared for 
life at USC. He started for two full seasons 
protecting Matt Barkley’s blind side without 
allowing a sack in 2011. 


19. Richard Samuel, RB, Georgia 
Cartersville (Ga.) Cass 

Samuel never settled into one position while 
in Athens during his injury-plagued career. 
He played running back in his first two sea- 
sons, rushing for 528 yards before redshirting 
in 2010 to facilitate a move to linebacker. 
However, he moved back to running back for 
his final two seasons, rushing for just 305 
yards in 2011 and ’12. 


20. Dayne Crist, QB, Notre Dame 
Sherman Oaks (Calif.) Notre Dame 
Injuries played a role in Crist being labeled a 
bust, but he had his chances and failed to 
come close to his lofty recruiting status. He 
played in just 17 games for Notre Dame in 
three years (2,327 yards, 16 TDs, eight INTs) 
before transferring to Kansas to reunite with 
Charlie Weis. As a Jayhawk, he had yet an- 


oe y 


other shot at being the star but managed to 
throw just four touchdowns with nine inter- 
ceptions in 2012. 


22. B.J. Scott, ATH, Alabama 

Prichard (Ala.) Vigor 

Scott projected as an “athlete” because of his 
potential at both defensive back and wide re- 
ceiver, It turns out that he wasn't good 
enough at either to stick at Alabama. He 
transferred to South Alabama and finished 
third on the team with 84 tackles in 2012. 


23. Tyler Love, OL, Alabama 
Mountain Brook (Ala.) High 

Nick Saban rarely misses on 5-star talent, but 
Love will end his Tide career as an after- 
thought on some of the most talented teams 
in program history. He played a total of 14 
games in his four-year career and decided to 
step away from football after the 2011 season 
with one year of eligibility remaining. 


24, DeAngelo Tyson, DT, Georgia 
Statesboro (Ga.) High 

The big in-state lineman was never a star in 
Athens but was a consistent, dependable 
member of the defense for four years and 
helped return the Bulldogs defense to promi- 


nence in 2010. He was named to the SEC 
All-Freshman team by the coaches in 2008 
and played in 13 games in 2009 before en- 
tering the starting lineup as a junior. He 
started 23 games over his final two years, 
posting 56 tackles and 7.5 tackles for a loss. 
‘Tyson was drafted by the Ravens in the sev- 
enth round of the 2012 draft, playing in 10 
games for the Super Bowl champs. 


“= 25, Mike Adams, OL, Ohio State 


Dublin (Ohio) Coffman 

Adams was an integral part of the highly 
touted 2008 Ohio State offensive line class. 
Playing for three Big Ten title teams, he 
started five games his first two seasons and 
earned all-conference honors in his final two 
seasons. Like teammate Terrelle Pryor, Adams 
was named in the tattoo scandal that brought 
NCAA sanctions to Ohio State. The Steelers 
made him a second-round pick in the 2012 
NFL Draft. 


26. Kyle Rudolph, TE, Notre Dame 
Cincinnati (Ohio) Elder 

Rudolph became the first Notre Dame tight 
end to start every game of his freshman season 
before injuries limited his sophomore and 
junior seasons. His final three-year stat line of 
90 receptions, 1,032 yards and eight touch- 
downs seems underwhelming, but he showed 
enough to be a second-round draft pick of the 
Vikings after three seasons. He has established 
himself as one of the most dynamic players at 
his position in the NFL. 


27. Tyron Smith, OL, USC 

Moreno Valley (Calif.) Rancho Verde 
Smith and Matt Kalil gave USC two first- 
round picks in one offensive line class. Smith 
appeared in 10 games as a freshman and started 
12 as a sophomore, earning All-Pac-10 honor- 
able mention in the process. As a starting right 
tackle in 2010, Smith earned the Morris Tro- 
phy as the league's top offensive lineman before 
leaving early for the NFL. He was the ninth 
overall pick in the 2011 draft by the Cowboys, 
and he has started 31 games since. 
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Manuel: Margaret Bowles; Williams: Bruce Schwartzman 


28. TJ. Bryant, DB, USC 

Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln 

The cross-country trip from Florida to Los 
Angeles didn’t work as Bryant had planned. 
After a suspension in his final year at USC, 
Bryant transferred to Troy, where he played 10 
games and picked up 22 tackles in 2012. 


29. Stephen Good, OL, Oklahoma 
Paris (Texas) High 

Expectations were high for Good after he was 
a part-time starter as a sophomore, but he 
never locked down a starting spot as an up- 
perclassman. He was arrested in a nightclub 
altercation near the end of his college career 
and went undrafted in 2012. 


30. Aldarius Johnson, WR, Miami 
Miami (Fla.) Northwestem 

The second-highest rated Hurricanes recruit 
from Miami Northwestern, Johnson made a 
quick impact with the Canes, leading the 
team with 31 receptions, 332 yards and three 
touchdowns as a freshman. His numbers 
dropped from there, and he was eventually 
suspended as a senior for his connection to the 
Nevin Shapiro scandal. 


31. Matt Patchan, OL, Florida 

Tampa (Fla.) Armwood 

After a dramatic recruitment, Patchan had an 
injury-plagued career at Florida. He started 
his career as a defensive lineman and missed 
most of 2009 and all of 2010 with injuries. 
He returned as an offensive tackle in 2011 and 
missed all of 2012 due to injury. Patchan 
transferred to Boston College, where he’s ex- 
pected to start in 2013. 


32. Blaine Gabbert, QB, Missouri 
Ballwin (Mo.) Parkway West 

A one-time Nebraska commit, Gabbert ended 
up as a backup to Chase Daniel at Missouri 
as a freshman. Becoming the starter in 2009, 
he threw for 6,779 yards and 40 touchdowns 
over the next two seasons while leading Miz- 
zou to an 18-8 record. His marquee win over 
Oklahoma in 2010 was the first for the Tigers 
over OU since 1998 and just the second since 
1983. He was drafted by the Jacksonville 
Jaguars with the 10th overall pick in 2011 and 
set a franchise rookie record with 14 starts. 


33. Etienne Sabino, LB, Ohio State 
North Miami Beach (Fla.) Dr. Krop 

It took a long time for Sabino to earn his start- 
ing spot, butas a senior in 2012 he was named 
a team co-captain and starting linebacker. 
Sabino finished with 119 tackles, 10.5 tackles 
for a loss and 4.5 sacks. He was a member of 
two Big Ten championship teams and was a 
leader on the undefeated 2012 squad. 


34, D.J. Shoemate, WR, USC 

Corona (Calif.) Servite 

A fullback and wide receiver at USC, Shoemate 
played in 21 games but never had a defined 
role. Shoemate eventually transferred to 
UConn, where he played in 15 games in two 
years before shoulder injuries ended his career. 


35. Lucas Nix, OL, Pittsburgh 
Jefferson Hills (Pa.) Thomas Jefferson 
The massive offensive lineman started as a 
sophomore, paving the way for Dion Lewis’ 
1,799-yard season in 2009. Nix started 12 
games as a junior and played eight games as a 
senior before going undrafted in the 2012 
NEL Draft. However, Nix earned a spot on 
the Oakland Raiders roster and played in one 
game as a rookie last season. 


36. Ethan Johnson, DL, Notre Dame 
Portland (Ore.) Lincoln 

The cross-country recruit was never a star in 
South Bend but played a lot of football. He 
played in every game during his first three sea- 
sons with the Irish, starting 24 of 25 games in 
2009-10. Johnson finished his Notre Dame 
career with 97 total tackles, 18.5 tackles for a 
loss, 13.5 sacks and one blocked kick. He 
went undrafted in 2012 but landed on the 
practice squad with the Kansas City Chiefs. 


37, Baker Steinkuhler, OL, Nebraska 
Lincoln (Neb.) Southwest 

Steinkuhler came to Lincoln with high expec- 
tations as the son of legendary Nebraska Hall 
of Famer Dean Steinkuhler. After a redshirt 
season in 2008, the younger Steinkuhler made 
a name for himself in a big way. He finished 
his career with 150 total tackles, 17 tackles for 
a loss and eight sacks to go with three division 
titles. He was a Big 12 All-Freshman selection 
in 2009 and second-team All-Big Ten in 2012. 


39. DeVier Posey, WR, Ohio State 
Cincinnati (Ohio) LaSalle 

A high-profile member of the heralded ’08 
Buckeyes signing class, Posey played in all 12 
games as a freshman before posting big num- 
bers as a sophomore (60 receptions, 828 yards, 
eight TDs) and junior (53 receptions, 848 
yards, seven TDs) alongside his star quarter- 
back, Terrelle Pryor. Yet, much like Pryor, 
Adams and Dan Herron, Posey was impli- 
cated in the tattoo scandal that resulted in Jim 
Tressel’s ouster in Columbus. He played three 
games as a senior and was drafted in the third 
round by the Houston Texans in the 2012 
NFL Draft. 


40. Dan Buckner, WR, Texas 

Allen (Texas) High 

A dominant physical specimen at 6'4" and 
220 pounds, Buckner showed loads of prom- 
ise, playing in all 12 games as a true freshman. 
He then started eight games as a sophomore, 
catching 45 passes for 442 yards and four 
touchdowns on an undefeated regular-season 
Big 12 title team that lost to Alabama in the 
BCS Championship Game. Following an ar- 
rest in College Station, Buckner transferred to 
Arizona, where he sat out the 2010 season. In 
two seasons in the desert, Buckner caught 103 
passes for 1,379 yards and seven scores. 
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Chris Covatta 


alen Ramsey is off the grid. Or at least as much as an incoming college freshman can be in 2013. 
Nearly seven months before the Brentwood (Tenn.) Academy corerback signed with Florida State, 
Ramsey decided he had had enough input on the recruiting process from the outside world, including 
the faceless and anonymous masses. 

"T am Jalen Lattrell Ramsey and college is MY choice! MY choice only! No one elses!" Ramsey tweeted on 
June 28, 2012. “It’s ALL on me! Y‘all will hear from ME...” 

That was less than a month before Ramsey announced a commitment to USC. And by the time he changed 
his mind to sign with Florida State, the coveted prospect had retired his @jr7_eagles Twitter handle. 

For Ramsey, that may have been for the best as he navigated the final months of the recruiting process. Be- 
fore he shut down, his mentions column was filled with encouragement, pleas to attend certain schools, but 
also posts knocking some of the schools he considered. 

“Some things were said that were just out of line,” Ramsey says. “Rumors started. Grown men talking 
about 17- and 18-year-old kids, it's unneeded. It was just, ‘I’m done with that.” 


That's one extreme of the way social media 
has changed recruiting in college sports. 
Ramsey's teammate, quarterback Max Staver, 
had a different experience. 

Granted, Staver was not as high-profile a 
recruit. And he picked Florida in June before 
his senior year and never wavered, After he 
committed to the Gators, dozens of fans wel- 
comed him to the roster. As he exchanged 
tweets and direct messages with other Gator 
commitments, Florida coaches asked him to 
be an ambassador for the program, talking to 
recruits in ways they couldn’. 

“After I committed I was talking to a 
bunch of guys, | was probably texting 
guys 10 times a day and telling them 
to check out Florida,” Staver says. 

“I wasn't trying to get in their face 
or be rude about it. But there were a 
lot of questions. Being a quarterback 
in the recruiting class, they want me to 
reach out.” 

Few facets of the recruiting process have re- 
mained untouched by social media in the last 
four years. Coaches use Twitter and Facebook 
to communicate with recruits and evaluate 
prospects both on and off the field. Recruits use 
social media to get to know their future coaches 
and teammates and, at times, bask in the ado- 
ration of fans. Fans use it to follow the process 
while explaining all the reasons their school 
would be the right choice (and, sometimes, 
why other schools would be the wrong choice). 

Bottom line: It’s inescapable. 

“Ic’s an unstoppable force in recruiting,” 
Miami recruiting coordinator Brennan Car- 
roll says. “You don’t really have a choice. If 
you're not doing it, you're probably wrong. 
That's the way we look at it here.” 

The initial catalyst for the social media rev- 
olution in recruiting wasn't Twitter or Face- 
book or even social media relic MySpace. It 
started with texting. 


When Carroll coached at USC with his fa- 


ther Pete Carroll, Trojans coaches visited high 
schools to meet with recruits only to find that 
their targets already had relationships estab- 
lished with other programs. The reason was 
text messaging. Prospects had been texting 
with USC's recruiting rivals months before 
the Trojans could catch up. 

USC was behind on that trend, but by 
2008 that wouldn't matter anyway when the 
NCAA banned text messaging with re- 
cruits. The lesson, though, was that the 
recruiting through email, phone calls, of- 
ficial visits and coach in-home visits 
werent enough anymore. 

According to NCAA interpretations, 
Twitter direct messages and Facebook pri- 
vate messages are legislated the same way as 

emails, which is to say they are an unlim- 

ited form of communication. In practice, 

a Twitter or Facebook private message may 
as well be a text. 

And from the coaches’ perspective, this is 


“Some things were said that were ) 
just out of line. Rumors started. 
Grown men talking about 17- and 
18-year-old kids, it’s unneeded. It 
was just, ‘I’m done with that.” 


— Jalen Ramsey 
_- 


how recruits communicate with their friends 
anyway. 

“You want to meet the prospects where 
they're at,” says Vanderbilt offensive line 
coach Herb Hand, one of the most enthusi- 
astic coaching voices on Twitter. “You can sit 
here and say, ‘I'm going to communicate with 
this guy in my way,’ and not get anywhere. 
You have to meet them where they are. Face- 
book, Twitter, Instagram are how kids com- 
municate. That's the world we live in now.” 

That new world is a fish bowl. 
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James Coley was one of the first college 
coaches to embrace Twitter and one of the 
first to turn it into a recruiting tool. 

While the tight ends coach at Florida State, 
Coley started a Twitter account to break the 
stereotype that the Seminoles’ coaching staff 
under Bobby Bowden was old-school and 
stuffy. 

Coley’s energetic bursts, frequently in all 
caps with plenty of exclamation points, 
trended throughout the Seminoles’ fan base 
on Twitter. When Coley started hearing one 
of his top phrases — “FEAR THE SPEAR” 
— from high school prospects, a light bulb 
went off. 

Recruits followed him, and then fans on 
Twitter used Coley’s list of followers to find 
recruits. 

“Td tell kids to follow me on Twitter and 
pretty soon you're going to have a thousand 
followers,” says Coley, now the offensive co- 
ordinator at Miami. 

A few years later, and it’s almost a given that 
recruits will be visible on Twitter. Reporters 
often mention recruits’ Twitter handles in up- 
dates. Prospects tweet about the process. One 
network of team recruiting sites lists the Twit- 
ter handles of prospects making official visits 
in its weekend recruiting previews. 

Asa result, fans are more clued into the re- 
cruiting process than ever before. 

Shane Morris, a quarterback from Warren 
(Mich.) De La Salle, committed to Michigan 
in May 2011. One of the top quarterback re- 
cruits in the country, Morris also tweets like 
one of the biggest Michigan fans in the coun- 
try. Most of his nearly 25,000 followers re- 
sponded to the positivity in kind. 

“When you have fans like Michigan, a fan 
base that shows them love, kids like that,” 
Mortis says. 

That's the experience of a top recruit who 
spent his entire senior season committed to 
the same school. 

Fans of schools who watch recruits change 
their minds through the process vent their 
frustrations on Twitter, often directly to the 
recruit, 

Auburn (Ala.) linebacker Reuben Foster, a 
top-10 player nationally, first committed to 
Alabama, but changed his mind the summer 
before his senior season. He switched to 
hometown Auburn in a move that he made 
more official by getting a tattoo of the Tigers’ 
logo inside his right forearm. 

There was no need to imagine the reaction 
when Foster switched back to Alabama 
shortly before Signing Day. 

It was laid bare on Twitter. 

Alabama fans welcomed him with open 
arms. Some Auburn fans wished him well at 
his new school. Others weren't quite so char- 


itable. Among the reactions mentioning Fos- 
ter that day that we can print: 


@reubenfoster_FG smh your loss 


@reubentoster._ FG no playing 
time for 2 years.. Have fun riding 
the bench boy. #sorrynotsorry 


@reubenfoster FG so how much 
did saban pay you? What a sell- 
out..ditching your own hometown 


#traitor 


@reubenfoster_FG just got unfol- 
lowed. [Auburn defensive end 
signee Carl Lawson] is 100% more 
than man and player than u will 
ever be! U fit in well with the turds 
#WDE 


As much as navigating social media is an 
issue for recruits and coaches, the revelations 
can be a headache for administrators. 

In a trend that’s become all too common, 
Laquon Treadwell, one of the nation’s top 
wide receiver prospects, posted a picture to 
Instagram of him holding $100 bills days be- 
fore signing day. The Ole Miss commitment 
out of Crete (IIl.) Crete-Monee also posted a 
picture to Twitter of two women kissing him 
on the cheek with the caption “Oxford is the 
best place I’ve ever been.” Treadwell deleted 
the photo of cash, but not before it made the 
rounds through fans and media. He later told 
The Chicago Tribune he was goofing around 
and he received no money from Ole Miss to 
sign with the Rebels. 

And it’s not just the recruits who lack a fil- 
ter on social media. Two Florida International 
players cweeted in January about taking a re- 
cruit to a strip club. Ifany of FIU’s recruiting 
budget was used to take a recruit to a strip 
club, then it’s an NCAA violation. Even if 
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that was not the case, the episode isn’t great 
publicity. 

NCAA bylaws also prohibit representatives 
of the program's athletic interests from con- 
tacting recruits. This primarily means boost- 
ers, but more broadly the definition could 
include many fans. 

Anonymity and the sheer volume of social 
media messages directed to recruits make any 
sort of action on offenders near impossible. 
Instead, many athletic departments actively 
try to discourage such contact. 

Notre Dame put out a YouTube video 
(below) with athletic personnel saying, 
“Leave the Recruiting to Us.” Texas A&M's 
Brad Barnes is one of many compliance di- 
rectors active and available on Twitter to 
clear up compliance issues for fans. Some 
fans respond when he asks them to steer 
clear of the process on social media. For 
those who don't heed Barnes’ advice, there's 
not much Texas A&M — or any school — 
can do to stop it. 

“From a practical standpoint, you don't see 
a great deal of reporting on that unless it’s a sit- 
uation where they say, “We know who this in- 
dividual is, this was brought to our attention, 
they are who they say they are, or we found 
out who they are and we know who they are,” 
Barnes says. “I don't know of a lot of institu- 
tions that go out actively looking for it.” 

Of course, no one tells recruits they have to 
be on Twitter or Facebook, sharing details of 
their recruitment. Just don’t expect that level 
of openness to change. 

“Tt’s changed the mindset of a lot of kids 
compared to the old days, because if a kid got 
offers, he'd keep it to himself,” Vanderbilt 
wide receivers coach and offensive recruiting 
coordinator Josh Gattis says. “Now kids get 
offers and tweet about it. They're trying to get 
attention to themselves.” 

Vanderbilt under James Franklin has been 
among the top staffs in the country in using 
social media to interact with fans, players and 
recruits. 
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Gattis and his receivers use the hashtag 
#FlyBoyz to keep up with each other. Hand, 
on Twitter since he was at Tulsa in 2009, is a 
favorite follow for media members with his 
sense of humor. As for recruits, Hand says 
he'll send 10-15 messages to recruits each day 
with photos from practice or the athletic fa- 
cility. Franklin tweets about building the 
Commodores program with his hashtag 
#VanderBUILD. 

But for all its efforts, Vanderbilt isn’t Ala- 
bama, LSU, Florida or Georgia. 

The Commodores still need to unearth 
prospects other teams miss to stay competi- 
tive in the SEC. Social media makes that 
much more difficult. Recruits tweet 


dear himself to fans, but also to become quickly acclimated with recruits. 

Late in the process, the Volunteers badly wanted to sign Joshua Dobbs, a quarterback out of 
Alpharetta, Ga. Through Twitter and Facebook, Jones and his staff learned of his favorite foods, 
the importance of playing baseball, his favorite classes and his focus on engineering programs. 
Guess what became the focus of his ultimately successful recruitment to Tennessee? 

“You're always looking for that information, what people are important to him, what are his 
hot buttons,” Jones says. 

Whether it’s a red flag that tells coaches to stay away or a nugget that shows that a prospect 
will be a good student and teammate, recruiters will find it if it’s on their Twitter or Facebook 
accounts. 

“Te’s information they're giving us whether they know it or not,” Brennan Carroll says. “We 
wont miss a thing. ... These kids are just flat-out telling you.” 

As much as social media has sped up the recruiting process, it’s also sped up the bonding 
process. 

Meeting a college roommate on the first day of class is long gone. So is exchanging emails or 

cell phone calls. Chemistry can be built before a 


about the recruiting process, who's 
calling, who's been by to see them. 
Besides highlight videos being read- 
ily available on sites that cover re- 
cruiting, prospects can upload 
highlight videos to YouTube and 
Hudl, a video service tailored exclu- 
sively to coaches. 

“It’s very hard to keep a gem a 
gem,” Gattis says. “These days find- 
ing a diamond in the rough is really 
tough because sooner or later some- 
one is going to be exposed to that player.” 

Coaches also have a way to find out which 
recruits might not be worth the risk. 

Many coaches admit they've stopped re- 
cruiting a prospect because of concerns raised 
by their social media accounts, whether it’s 
language, compromising photos, comments 
demeaning to women or simply tweeting at 
late hours on weeknights. 

Hand says he’s talked to some recruits 
about changing their tones on Twitter. If they 
don’t, that’s another strike — they're un- 
coachable. 

Vanderbilt isn’t alone. After Signing Day, 
Tennessee coach Butch Jones remarked that 
the Vols had withheld scholarships because of 
concerns raised by Twitter and Facebook. 

But at the same time, social media enabled 
the first-year coach in Knoxville to build mo- 
mentum in his first recruiting cycle. When 
he was hired at Tennessee, Jones’ Twitter ac- 
count was briefly suspended after a deluge of 
Volunteers fan followed the former Cincin- 
nati coach. 

“When we were coming in here, 
ina short period of time we had to 
develop those relationships,” Jones 
says. “At the end of the day, re- 
cruiting is all about relationships. 
That was a way to expedite getting 
to know these players.” 

For example, Jones, who re- 
quires all his assistants to be on 
Twitter, used social media to en- 


“Our recruiting class is probably 
the closest class in the nation,” 
Morris says. “Most of us have 
iPhones and we're in group chats 
and keep up with each other. 
When we take visits we make sure 
everyone’s taking them together.” 
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50 Twitter accounts 
every college football 
fan should follow. 


freshman class steps on campus. Prospects meet at 
camps, all-star games or visits, and from there they 
exchange phone numbers and find each other on 


— Shane Morris 


Twitter and Facebook. 

Before he takes a snap at 
Michigan, Morris is already 
showing the characteristics 
of leading the Wolverines 
in the huddle. He's organ- 
ized unofficial visits to 
Michigan and kept in 
touch with his future team- 
mates long before practice 
starts. 

“Our recruiting class is 
probably the closest class in 
the nation,” Morris says. 
“Most of us have iPhones 
and we're in group chats 
and keep up with each 
other. When we take visits 
we make sure everyone's tak- 
ing them together.” 

But not every prospect is spending his days 
on Twitter talking to coaches and teammates, 
even though signing day has come and gone. 

Ramsey, the Florida State-bound 
cornerback, stuck by his self-im- 3 
posed Twitter exile. : 

“T just have Instagram. I put up 
pictures of my nephews and nieces 
and pictures of my family,” Ramsey 
says. “I thought about bringing 
(Twitter) back, but I haven't missed it 
one bit. | might make a Facebook 
page with coaches and friends, but I’m =. 
not worrying about it, to be honest.” a 
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THE 
HEISMAN 


REVOLUTION ... 


Three sophomores and a freshman have won college football's most prestigious award 


since 2007. What's next? 


f Heisman voters were as open minded as Hugh Green's peers in 1980, the fraternity 
of the award for the most outstanding college football player would be much different. 
During a tour organized to promote the 1980 football season, the Pittsburgh de- 
fensive end, along with five other top players that year, made a handful of stops across 
the country to meet with reporters. 

The tour led to plenty of down time for Green, Cal quarterback Rich Campbell, Purdue 
quarterback Mark Herrmann, Alabama running back Major Ogilvie, South Carolina run- 
ning back George Rogers and Baylor linebacker Mike Singletary. During a stop somewhere 
in Indiana, Green recalls, the six conducted their own vote for who would win the Heisman 
in 1980. 

Whether through humility or foresight, Green was the only one who ended up making the 
correct pick. He chose Rogers. 

The other five picked Green. 

Green had a fine season in 1980, wrapping up one of history's best careers by a defensive 
player. He won the Maxwell Award for Player of the Year on a team that finished 11-1 and 
No. 2 in the country. He was a consensus All-American and the Lombardi Award winner. He 
stood out on a team that included quarterback Dan Marino and Outland Trophy-winning 
offensive tackle Mark May. 

The Heisman, though, was out of reach for Green. 

South Carolina's Rogers beat Green by 267 points in the voting that year. Still, it was a vic- 
tory for defensive players. In the two-platoon era, Green’s 861 points were the most for a de- 
fender until Michigan's Charles Woodson won the Heisman in 1997. Woodson, though, 
returned kicks and played receiver, putting him over the top in the Heisman race. 

“That's the perspective of the best player — he has to have possession of the ball,” Green 
says. “The game has changed a million different ways. ... It shouldn't just be a quarter- 
back and running back on offense who gets to be the best player in the country in that 
particular year.” 

Beyond Green, the 1980 Heisman vote was also notable for the third-place finisher, Her- 
schel Walker. The Georgia running back earned the most first-place votes (107) and total 
points (683) for a freshman up to that point. 

So here's the question: Had the 1980 Heisman vote been taken in 2012, would the result 


“The game has changed a million different ways. ... It shouldn't just be 


a quarterback and running back on offense who gets to be the best 


player in the country in that particular year.” 


— 1980 Maxwell and Lombardi Award 
winner and All-American Hugh Green 


have been different? Would Green have won? 
What about Walker? 

Since 2007, the Heisman has undergone a 
major shift. 

That season brought the award’s first soph- 
omore winner (Florida Tim Tebow), fol- 
lowed by the second in 2008 (Oklahoma's 
Sam Bradford) and the third in 2009 (Al- 
abama’s Mark Ingram). In 2012, Texas 
A&M's Johnny Manziel became the first 
freshman to win the award — albeit a red- 
shirt freshman and not the youngest player to 
win the Heisman. That’s still Ingram, who 
won at age 19. 

And those are just the winners who have 
bucked Heisman tradition. Three defensive 
players have been Heisman finalists since 
2009, and two of those — Notre Dame's 
Manti Te’o and Nebraska's Ndamukong Suh 
— were purely defensive players. 

“Most of the barriers have been broken 
down,” Manziel says. “The way the award is 
set up, it's more the most outstanding player 
in all of college football, whatever the situa- 
tion. If people think you're the best college 
football player that year, you deserve to win it, 
whether you play defense or whatever.” 

The mainstreaming of sophomores, fresh- 
men and defensive players in the Heisman 
voting may have been tough to envision a 
decade ago. 
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Just 10 years before Manziel won the Heis- 
man, the balloting was typical for the award 
most years. USC senior quarterback Carson 
Palmer won in 2002, a year when all of the 
top 10 vote-getters were either quarterbacks 
or running backs, seniors or juniors, with nine 
of them from power conferences. The only 
true outlier that season was Marshall quarter- 
back Byron Leftwich, who finished sixth. 

Since Palmer, only one senior — Ohio 
State’s Troy Smith in 2006 — has won the 
award. And now, the 2013 Heisman race 
opens with a handful of possibilities for rare 
and first-time achievements. 

Manziel has a chance to join Ohio State's 
Archie Griffin (1974-75) as the only repeat 
winner in history. In theory, he'll have three 
chances to join Griffin in elite company. 


“Most of the barriers have 
been broken down. The way 
the award is set up, it’s more 

the most outstanding player in 
all of college football, what- 
ever the situation. If people 
think you're the best college 
football player that year, you 
deserve to win it, whether you 
play defense or whatever.” 


— 2012 Heisman Trophy 
winner Johnny Manziel 


However, after this season, Manziel will be el- 
igible to leave school early for the NFL Draft. 
Manziel will be a contender in 2013, but to 
become a two-time winner he may have to 
beat out a defensive end. South Carolina's 
Jadeveon Clowney is unquestionably the na- 
tion's top defensive player and already appears 
to be the No. 1 pick in the 2014 NFL Draft. 

In short, this isn’t your father's Heisman. 

“There’s a clear demarcation from the 
Tebow point onward,” says Chris Huston, 
founder of the Heisman Pundit blog. “It 
doesn’t really matter if they are seniors or jun- 
iors or sophomores or freshmen. What wins 
out are these tremendous numbers.” 

If a defensive player is going to win the 
Heisman, though, the overwhelming num- 
bers may be tough to acquire. 

Green has been beating the drum for a de- 
fensive player to win the award for several 
years. He begrudgingly latched onto Michi- 
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MOST POINTS 


1,815 CHARLES WOODSON, MICHIGAN (1997)* 


FOR DEFENSIVE 


1,706 MANTI TE’O NOTRE DAME (2012) 


395 BRIAN BOSWORTH OKLAHOMA (1986) 


861 HUGH GREEN PITTSBURGH (1980) 


392 MARVIN JONES FLORIDA STATE (1992) 


PLAYERS 


815 NDAMUKONG SUH NEBRASKA (2009) 357 STEVE EMTMAN WASHINGTON (1991) 


SINCE 1972 


652 RICH GLOVER NEBRASKA (1972) 


327 TYRANN MATHIEU LSU (2011) 


gan’s Woodson, who played offense (17 total 
touches for 259 yards from scrimmage and 
three TDs) and returned punts (78-yard TD 
vs. Ohio State) in addition to excelling at 
cornerback (eight INTs). 

The former Pittsburgh lineman is con- 
vinced it will take a gargantuan statistical ef 
fort to overcome an offensive skill player. 

“This guy, to catch the eye of America, 
would have to have at least 17 or 18 sacks, 
five or six interceptions returned for touch- 
downs — something totally incredible. He'd 
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downs and more touchdowns,” Clowney 
says. “They don’t worry about the sacks and 
stuff. I guess they feel like offense is more of 
an individual side.” 

Ironically, the recent batch of defensive 
players to become Heisman finalists were 
contenders in the more traditional sense. 

Among Huston's “10 Heismandments” are 
stipulations that an aspiring winner must put 
up good numbers in big games on TV, must 
have prior name recognition and must play 
for a title contender or a traditional power. 


*won the Heisman 


Anyone looking for a Heisman-type mo- 
ment from Clowney just needs to do a quick 
YouTube or GIF search. Clowney’s finest play 
— his game-changing tackle and forced fum- 
ble of Michigan's Vincent Smith in the Out- 
back Bowl — has been on a highlight reel 
since January. 

Name recognition? Check. Stats? Check. 
Game-turning plays in big games? Check. 

“He has as good as a setup for a defensive 
player as we've seen,” Huston says. 

But Clowney isn’t up against the Heisman 


of the game. 


Name recognition? Check. Stats? Check. Game-turning plays 
in big games? Check. But JADEVEON CLOWNEY isn’t up 
against the Heisman field of a decade or so ago. He's up 
against some of the most prolific quarterbacks in the history 


have to totally dominate anything and every- 
thing he plays. ... 

“He'd have to sack the quarterback and in- 
tercept at the same time.” 

Clowney would tend to agree. He was 
been touted as one of the best players in col- 
lege football even before he landed at South 
Carolina. He was the consensus No. 1 recruit 
in the class of 2011 and earned SEC Fresh- 
man of the Year honors. As a sophomore, he 
was a first-team All-American and finished 
sixth in the Heisman voting. 

But even he concedes that the quarterbacks 
he’s bringing down have a better chance at 
the most coveted award in college sports. 

“That's what the people like — touch- 


MOST FIRST- 


None of those stipulations require a Heis- 
man hopeful to be the best at his position or 
even the best player in his locker room. 

One could argue that neither Te’o nor LSU 
defensive back Tyrann Mathieu was the best 
defensive player on his own team the seasons 
they went to the Heisman ceremony. And 
does anyone remember that Suh was fourth in 
the Big 12 in sacks the year he was a finalist? 

Instead, voters gravitated to Te’o’s two in- 
terceptions in the Michigan game, Mathieu's 
four defensive and special teams touchdowns, 
and Suh's 4.5 sacks of Texas’ Colt McCoy in 
a Big 12 Championship Game loss. 

That's why Clowney is the best defensive 
candidate for the award since Woodson. 


field of a decade or so ago. He's up against 
some of the most prolific quarterbacks in the 
history of the game. 

Huston, who has been studying Heisman 
trends since he worked in the USC athletic 
department when Palmer won the award, 
doesn’t attribute the change in voting trends 
to any new open-mindedness by voters. In- 
stead, the numbers are impossible to ignore, 
he says. Huston describes the last six years as 
the rise of the Super Quarterback. The wide- 
spread use of spread offenses, the dual-threat 
quarterbacks excelling in these systems and 
the proof they can win at a championship 
level have changed voters’ ideas of the typical 
Heisman candidate. 


ee 
433 CHARLES WOODSON, MICHIGAN (1997]* 


PLACE VOTES 


321 MANTITE’O NOTRE DAME (2012) 


81 MARVIN JONES FLORIDA STATE (1992) 


FOR DEFENSIVE 


179 HUGH GREEN PITTSBURGH (1980) 


47 RANDY GRADISHAR OHIO STATE (1973) 


PLAYERS 


161 NDAMUKONG SUH NEBRASKA (2009) 


39 LUCIOUS SELMON OKLAHOMA (1973) 


SINCE 1972 


99 RICH GLOVER NEBRASKA (1972) 


34 TYRANN MATHIEU LSU (2011) 


“won the Heisman 
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Tom DiPace; Pac 


‘Tebow: 


| HOW RETURNING HEISMAN 
WINNERS HAVE FARED SINCE 1975 


2008 TIM TEBOW 

FLORIDA (THIRD, 151 POINTS BEHIND WINNER) 
2004 JASON WHITE 

OKLAHOMA (THIRD, 368 POINTS BEHIND WINNER) 
2009 TIM TEBOW 

FLORIDA (FIFTH, 914 POINTS BEHIND WINNER) 
1979 BILLY SIMS 
OKLAHOMA (SECOND, 922 POINTS BEHIND WINNER) 
1991 TY DETMER 

BYU (THIRD, 1,632 POINTS BEHIND WINNER) 

2005 MATT LEINART 

USC (THIRD, 1,744 POINTS BEHIND WINNER) 

2010 MARK INGRAM 

ALABAMA (NOT IN TOP 10) 

2009 SAM BRADFORD 

OKLAHOMA (NOT IN TOP 10/INJURED) 


by total points 


mY 
MOST POINTS FOR OFFENSIVE 
LINEMEN SINCE 1972 


599 ORLANDO PACE OHIO STATE (1996) 
524 JOHN HICKS OHIO STATE (1973) 

137 DAVE RIMINGTON NEBRASKA (1982) 
116 BRYANT MCKINNIE MIAMI (2001) 

~ 81 BILL FRALIC PITTSBURGH (1984) 


66 BILL FRALIC PITTSBURGH (1983) 


~52 TONY MANDARICH MICHIGAN STATE (1988) 
by total points 


In a former era, Tebow’s bruising option 
attack, Bradford’s Air Raid approach, the 
track star ability of Baylor’s Robert Griffin 
III or Auburn’s Cam Newton, or Manziel’s 
improvisation would have been derided as 
a “system,” unworthy of the Heisman. 

But no matter the style, these offenses are 
run by great athletes who happen to play 
quarterback, and they're the centerpieces of 
their offenses like never before. 

Each of the last five quarterbacks to win 
the Heisman since and including Tebow 
has topped at least 500 plays of total of- 
fense (carries plus pass attempts) in the 
years they won the Heisman. Manziel had 
635 last season. 

Of the six quarterbacks to win the Heis- 
man before 2007, only one topped 500 
plays during his award-winning season. 

In addition, when spread quarterbacks 
compete for national championships or 
win in major conferences — rather than 
putting up numbers in Conference USA 
or the MAC — it’s that much tougher for 
a voter to write off a sophomore or a fresh- 
man who happens to be a so-called “sys- 
tem” quarterback. 

“Its kind of overcome the usual biases 
that used to exist against freshmen or soph- 
omores,” Huston says. “It was not an in- 
tentional change. It was structural. By the 
nature of college football, players need 
more time building name recognition. 
Now you have guys who are freshmen and 
sophomores doing all the things Manziel 
did. Ir’s easy to quickly gain notoriety.” 

Notoriety seems to be the key to a non- 
traditional candidate overcoming quarter- 
backs or running backs. 

Clowney has it. Te’o, Mathieu and Suh 
earned it. 

But what about offensive linemen? Have 
Heisman voters evolved to a point where 
linemen could become serious candidates? 

Prior to the season, a handful of colum- 
nists posed that question about Alabama's 
Barrett Jones, who at the time was the most 
decorated offensive player for the Crimson 
Tide. During his career, he started at guard, 


“That's what the people like — touchdowns 
and more touchdowns. They don't worry about 

the sacks and stuff. I guess they feel like offense 
is more of an individual side.” 


— South Carolina defensive end Jadeveon Clowney 


HEISMAN REVOLUTION 


tackle and center. He also followed one of 
Huston’s other Heismandments: He's lik- 
able. 

If there were a perfect candidate to repre- 
sent the offensive line in New York, it 
seemed to be Jones. 

Yet Jones was not one of the top 10 vote- 
getters in 2012. 

The last offensive lineman to make a se- 
rious push for the Heisman was Ohio 
State’s Orlando Pace, who finished fourth 
in 1996. It was the best finish for an offen- 
sive lineman since Buckeyes tackle John 
Hicks was the runner-up to Penn State's 
John Cappelletti in 1973. 

Hicks, who blocked for Heisman winner 
Archie Griffin, says publicity will be the key 
for a lineman to win the award. 

“With the Ohio State publicity machine, 
if you have a great season here, you can win 
the Heisman here,” Hicks says. “Can a line- 
man win it? Sure. But he’s going to have be 
in the national conscience.” 

That's a double-edged sword. Even if a 
lineman or a defensive player garners 
enough name recognition to get to New 
York through being on television and his 
highlights showing up on YouTube and so- 
cial media, quarterbacks and running backs 
still have all those advantages, too. 

Plus every play of theirs is in the camera's 
eye, and every stat readily accessible in a 
box score. 

“The problem with defensive players and 
linemen is the metrics,” Huston says. “The 
camera follows the ball. The people who 
argue on behalf (of linemen) tend to argue 
very nebulous things — they were triple- 
teamed half the season and things like that. 
If you look at a box score you don’t get 
tackle numbers, you don't get pancakes.” 

Bur that’s the conventional wisdom. And 
if the last six seasons have proven anything, 
it’s that the conventional wisdom about the 
Heisman does not apply. 

In 2013, college football may be ready for 
another two-time Heisman winner. Or a 
full-time defensive player. 

“We'll see,” Clowney says. 


ATHLON SPORTS:COM 


UNDER A 


MICROSCOPE 


College football referees face more scrutiny than ever before. 
Athlon Sports talked to the six people who understand that better 
than anyone — the officiating coordinators in the AQ conferences. 


by Jon Solomon 


College football has a blown officiating call to thank for South Carolina's 
Jadeveon Clowney blowing up a ball-carrier in the hit seen around the Internet. 

Before Clowney's devastatingly legal Outback Bowl hit last season, Big 
East referee Jeff Maconaghy allowed Michigan to retain possession by 
awarding a first down. One problem: The nose of the football clearly didn't 
reach the first-down marker. 

“It's just a mistake, and I know that's tough for people to deal with given so- 
cial media and technology,” says Terry McAulay, the officiating coordinator of 
the American Athletic Conference (former Big East). They say, ‘How can] get 
it right on the couch and they can't?’ They don't understand the pressure these 
guys are under and the fact they're very, very good with 99 percent accuracy. 
But one percent can sometimes hurt us.” 

College football officials have never been under so much scrutiny. On the 
flip side, their bosses have never communicated and leaned on each other 
as much as they do now. 

Officiating needs all the help it ccm get this season. With player safety now 
a heavy focus, consistency will be called into question in a new way by a rule 
that automatically ejects a player who delivers a hit to the head of a de- 
fenseless player. 

The state of college football officiating is evolving. To understand where it's 
at, Athlon Sports talked individually with the six officiating coordinators at BCS 
conferences — Steve Shaw of the SEC, Doug Rhoads of the ACC, Bill Carollo 
of the Big Ten, Walt Anderson of the Big 12, Tony Corrente of the Pac-12 and 
McAulay of the American — plus former NFL officiating supervisor and cur- 
rent Fox NFL rules analyst Mike Pereira. Here are excerpts from those candid 
conversations about the men fans love to hate. 


What do you think of the ejection mule for targeting a defenseless player? 

Carollo, Big Ten: “We want officials to know if they get a little too anxious and they're 
wrong and throw the starting linebacker out of the game, we'll support them and we have re- 
play to confirm. If we really do care about these players 10 to 15 years from now, we have to 
change the rule. That’ a big price to pay, but we're willing to take that risk.” 

Corrente, Pac-12: “What happens when it’s a deliberate action vs. an accidental action? 
That's what we want clarity on. ... I’ve heard some coaches say, ‘You guys are changing the 
game and this isn’t football.’ I say, “You're right. This isn’t football.’ The player safety issues we're 
seeing today were not part of the game 20 years ago. I tell coaches five percent of their play- 
ers will be pro players, meaning 90 to 95 percent will need to be functioning adults down the 
road. Don’t you want them to be functioning adults and not vegetables? I think it’s going to 
take a while for the culture to change, and we'll start to see high hits diminish.” 

Shaw, SEC: “I think making the ejection immediate in a game will change the mind- 
set of the players. I can show you video last year of a player making a high hit on a receiver, 
he sees three flags thrown, and he’s back there chest-bumping his fellow players. That mind- 
set now has to go to, ‘Oh no, I’m out of the game.’ We're going to be very vigilant to make 
those calls.” 

McAulay, American: “I think our struggle is going to be 13 minutes to go in the first 
quarter, this situation pops up, and you lose your free safety for the rest of the game because 
he did lower his target, but there’s still helmet-to-helmet contact that has to be called. There's 
no leeway for the official. I'm struggling with that aspect of it. I understand the argument that 


“They don't under- 
stand the pressure: 


Y ey re 


very, ve 


ry good with 


99 percent accuracy. 
But one percent can 
sometimes hurt us.” 


— American Athletic Conference 
officiating coordinator Terry McAulay 


there's such a serious consequence and we can 
live with an ejection here and there that may 
not be warranted. They may be right. I don't 
dismiss that argument. I’m not there yet.” 
Pereira, ex-NFL: “When the penalty is so 
severe that it includes automatic ejection, boy, 
you better have a consistent philosophy. Al- 
though they're backing it up with replay to 
make sure the ejection is warranted, | still think 
consistency is going to be an issue. Replay is 
going to have to prove without a shadow of a 


doubt that he shouldnt be ejected.” 


How challenging will it be for replay 
officials to decide whether to uphold 
the ejection? 

Corrente, Pac-12: “I’m advocating we 
bring replay down on the field like the NFL 
does. The referee is the ultimate rules deci- 
sion-maker on the field.” 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Lance King/Getty Images 


McAulay, American: “We take the 
biggest plays out of the referee’s hands. I think 
the referees’ eyes give us a better chance of 
reaching near 100 percent accuracy. This is 
going to be a very, very tough process to get 
through for officials, replay and coordinators.” 


Last year, College Football Officiat- 
ing, LLC, used a committee of officiat- 
ing coordinators to review hits to the 
head and recommend player discipli- 
nary action to conferences. How often 
did conferences go along with those 
non-binding recommendations? 
Corrente, Pac-12: “We read the commit- 
tee’s recommendations but we kept every- 
thing in house. We believed we had a due 
process program in place that was under- 
stood. ... Like any committee, you always 
have a degree of skepticism of whether any- 
body who is associated with a conference 
could have underlying reasons for removing 
someone else's players. But I believe every- 


body in that room was above that approach.” 

Carollo, Big Ten: “I brought the Aaron 
Murray hit (by Alabama defensive lineman 
Quinton Dial in the SEC Championship 
Game) and a dozen other plays to the rules 
committee about hitting a defenseless player 
and launching. The Murray play would be an 
automatic ejection and suspension now be- 
cause we will define a defenseless player more 
in line with NFL rules. The CFO committee 
recommended a suspension (which didn't 
happen). I know the SEC handles some 
things internally and there were a couple 
other plays in that game. I don’t second-guess 
these guys. If you really want consistency, 
that’s why we created that panel. We're not 
very consistent in calling it and disciplining it 
around the country. Everyone kind of inter- 
preted it their own way. Some sent letters of 
reprimand and didn’t start the game. Some 
had a half-game suspension. Some had an en- 
tire game suspension.” (Shaw, whose confer- 
ence handed out three one-game suspensions 


in 2012, declined to discuss the Murray hit.) 


The Pac-12 threw more flags by far 
than any conference last season. Why 
was that? 

Corrente, Pac-12: “We had a tremendous 
increase last year of false starts. I had coaches 
tell me, “Tony, I don't have the players to run 
our offense yet.’ If that happens, you're making 
a lot of basic mistakes. So we saw an awful lot 
of penalties that I think this year will diminish 
dramatically. We also took a very aggressive 
stance with regard to player safety fouls, and 
in doing so, those numbers went up.” 

Pereira, ex-NFL: “Of the games | saw, 
the Pac-12 probably had a little overempha- 
sis on some of the post-play fouls, the push- 
ing and shoving that they might be better 
getting in between of without resulting in a 
flag. I think it happens when you get a new 
coordinator like Corrente, who made a mul- 
titude of training tapes and put out a lot of 
information to officials.” 
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Could you envision College Football Officiat- 
ing, headed by national coordinator Rogers 
Redding, ever receiving more authority to 
make binding decisions so there is greater 
uniformity between conferences? 

McAulay, American: “Basketball got way ahead of 
us on uniformity. Conferences have their own little 
world that they get to do what they want to do with- 
out some absolute controlling authority to get every- 
body on the same page. We're doing the best we can in 
that culture. But without that one commissioner over- 
seeing everything like the NFL, it makes it more diffi- 
cult to herd the cats. ... You see what's going on with 
(conference) realignment. If you can’t control that as- 
pect for the good of the game, how can you control the 
lower parts of it? We're all working together better than 
we ever have. Rogers does a good job of managing the 
strong-willed personalities of the coordinators.” 

Anderson, Big 12: “] dont think you'll ever see one 
person trying to oversee (10 FBS) conferences. But 
what we are experimenting with is doing it on more of 
a regional basis, such as our partnership with the 
Mountain West and Southland Conference.” 

Carollo, Big Ten: “One of our goals is you should 
turn the game on and don’t know which conference is 
officiating. We should have one set of mechanics and 
one rulebook and one philosophy on how we interpret 
calls. Is that aspirational? Maybe slightly today. Can we 
get everybody in the country doing it the same way? 
Irs pretty hard, but doable. I have seen in my four years in college 
where individual conferences have said this is how we do it, and those 
walls have been knocked down.” 

Rhoads, ACC: “We need to continue to keep the pressure on us 
to make sure the uniformity/consistency piece is there. The NFL has 
32 teams and they own the rules. College football is much broader 
with more than 120 teams alone in the FBS level. To get consistency 
in the application of a rule is a Herculean task for anybody. ... Here’s 
the truth: The percentage of mistakes is very, very low. When you look 
at calls under the microscope with the media and social media, you're 
going to find about a third of the time the official was wrong, a third 
of the time the official was right, and a third of it is judgment and you 
can talk about judgment until you die. The equal cry should be these 
guys are right a bunch of the time.” 


What needs to be changed in officiating? 

Carollo, Big Ten: “The coaches and players improve at a 45-de- 
gree angle. We (as officials) sometimes don't stay in that 45-degree 
angle that keeps improving, and I see the gap widening a little more. 
... In college, we'll make 5.5 to 6 mistakes every game. Our goal is 
maybe average four mistakes. The NFL target is 3.5 mistakes per 
game. We're trying, but we're kind of chasing the game. If you look 


at video 10 years ago of the SEC Championship Game, you go, ‘Whoa.’ You can see the 
change in the type of athletes out there. We need to be able to change.” 

McAulay, American: “We started looking at team tendencies a couple years ago. There 
was always a sense if you look at the teams, you'll make prejudgments and make an error, so 
we started slowly by looking at formations and pre-snap movements. We found, ‘Oh, this 
team runs the bubble screen a lot, so what does that mean in terms of how we look?’ We found 
it doesn’t make us prejudge on what fouls they might commit. We were able to judge it with- 


out surprise.” 


Shaw, SEC: “We have to continue to modify our mechanics. If you're in the proper place 
at the right time and trained where you should be, you'll be a better official. We have some re- 


ally good new mechanics we're going to look at.” 


Jadeveon Clowney’s devastating hit on Michigan's Vincent Smith in the Outback Bowl was made 
possible by a blown call moments before that allowed the Wolverines to retain possession. 


“You should turn the game on 

and don't know which conference is 
officiating. We should have one set of 
mechanics and one rulebook and one 
philosophy on how we interpret calls. 
Is that aspirational? Maybe slightly 
today. Can we get everybody in the 
country doing it the same way? 

It's pretty hard, but doable.” 


— Big Ten officiating 
coordinator Bill Carollo 


What's your philosophy on whether 
more experienced and qualified offi- 
cials should work the highest-profile 
games? 

Anderson, Big 12: “Just like players, offi- 
cials are rookies at some point in their career. 
Even though you have confidence in them or 
they wouldn't be there, it’s not like a guy who's 
a veteran official and everybody knows him 
and is comfortable with him. I’m a very big 
proponent there will be some assignments 
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youll put your very best offi- 
cials in those environments be- 
cause of the environments 
they're working.” 

Shaw, SEC: “Every game is 
important. But there are certain 
games that it’s easier to work a 
young official in, so that’s what 
we try to do.” 

Rhoads, ACC: “I don't 
look at it as that’s my No. 1 
crew and that’s my No. 6 crew 
and this is a big game so we 
should put No. 1 there. There 
may be a fan perspective or a 
coach perspective to that. But 
if you have that much dispar- 
ity from one crew to another, 
then youre not training them 
correctly.” 


The Big 12 plans to exper- 
iment with eight officials 
instead of seven, putting 
an extra one in the offen- 
sive backfield with the ref- 
eree. What's the thinking 
behind that concept? 

Anderson, Big 12: “We 
have to keep pace with the 
game because it’s constantly 
evolving. With offenses going 
much more spread, (officiating) 
coverages that were for decades 
defined by seven officials are re- 
ally appearing to be inadequate. 
There are a lot of passing plays 
that create blanket areas that 
arent covered by anybody, such 
as the tackle area opposite the 
referee, It also gives another set 
of eyes for hits on a quarter- 
back.” 

Pereira, ex-NFL: “I don’t like it. To me, the perfect number is seven. All you get is another 
opinion and it doesn’t mean it’s another good one.” 


Given the scrutiny on officiating these days, how hard is it to find new officials? 

Shaw, SEC: “Ac the entry level, we're not getting the former players or people like we have 
before. That's where the risk is now. It’s not in the next four to five years for the SEC because 
we've got great talent out there to choose from.” 

McAulay, American: “You're not getting 18-, 19- or 20-year-olds anymore hardly ever get- 
ting into officiating. If they do it, it’s later after college at 28, 32, 35, which is really too late. 
I started at 16 and that experience was invaluable. You lose a lot of snaps getting into it later.” 

Pereira, ex-NFL: “There's so much emphasis on officiating, including myself on TV, that 
if you're trying to get into high school football and get yelled at by coaches and parents, maybe 
you say, ‘Is it worth it?” The rate of retention of new officials at the high school level and even 
the Pop Warner level is not very good. You have to be a different person to put up with the 
abuse that goes along with this job.” 


Technology continues to evolve. The SEC uses wireless headsets for officials to 
talk. The Big Ten has studied goal line cameras. There are even companies 
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Alabama's Quinton Dial avoided a suspension from the BCS National Championship following a helmet-to-helmet hit on 
Georgia quarterback Aaron Murray in the SEC Championship Game — a play that failed even to draw a flag. 


"I brought the Aaron Murray hit (by Alabama defensive line- 
man Quinton Dial in the SEC Championship Game) and a 
dozen other plays to the rules committee about hitting a de- 
fenseless player and launching. The Murray play would be 
an automatic ejection and suspension now because we will 
define a defenseless player more in line with NFL.” 


— Big Ten officiating coordinator Bill Carollo 


proposing chips in footballs to deter- 
mine first downs and touchdowns. 
Where is this headed? 

Anderson, Big 12: “There's a strong lobby 
that if we had the technology to determine 
where that football is, would it not be worth 
having it? Those are the decisions as the game 
evolves that will have to be made. Then the 
question is which parts of the game just by 
tradition do you want to preserve? There's not 
ever going to be a perfect solution.” 

McAuley, American: “If we ever get to the 
point where we have almost a sterile, perfect 
environment, I think people are going to turn 
away from the game. We're humans in a game 
played by humans. I think that’s one of the 
great things about our game. People the next 
day can talk about the bad pass, the poor call 
on defense or the missed call by an official.” 
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With only 20 hours a week to prepare, slowing today’s e 


high-powered offenses is no easy task 
by Jeremy, Fowler 
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o huddle. Read option. Spread. Triple option. Pro-style. It’s enough to confound 
even the most seasoned defensive coordinator. Try teaching it to a group of 18- 
to-21-year-olds in 20 hours. 

“Being a defensive coordinator nowadays is maybe the most difficult job in 
sports,” says Bob Shoop, who's directed Vanderbilt's defense the past two years. “You've got 
20 hours a week — basically three practices — to get ready for what can be a different look 
every game.” 

Offensive coordinators make more money, but defensive coordinators might lose more 
hair because of a job that sometimes reaches double black diamond levels of difficulty — and 
anxiety. 

“There are athletes out there. Explosive plays happen,” says Georgia defensive coordinator 
Todd Grantham. “Sometimes you're just going to give up points.” 

And more points are being scored these days. In 2012, 30 FBS teams averaged 35 points or 
more per game. In 2008, only 19 teams accomplished that feat. The obstacles facing a defense 
have never been greater — quick spots by officials, substitution patterns that favor the offense, 
difficulty avoiding pass interference calls, offensive variety, dual-threat quarterbacks and, pos- 
sibly the most crucial reason, difficulty recruiting elite talent to play on the defensive front. 

Those factors can leave a defensive co- 
ordinator feeling, well, defenseless. 

“Absolutely, they do,” Texas A&M de- 
fensive coordinator Mark Snyder says. 
“The days of lining up (in a) 4-3 (base de- 
fense) every down are over defensively. 
You haye to mix and match. You have to 
be adaptable to stop any kind of offense. 
And sometimes that’s still not enough.” 

There should be a support group for 
this stuff. 

The scoring surge creates more 
YouTube-inspired game action, depend- 
ing on your vantage point, and that might 
be by design. 


“The days of lining up 

(in a) 4-3 (base defense) 
every down are over 
defensively. You have to 
mix and match. You have 
to be adaptable to stop 
any kind of offense. 


“People don't want to see a 5-3 football And sometimes that's 
game,” Oregon State defensive coordina- 
tor Mark Banker says. “They want to see still not enoug h.” 
it 50-40.” 

Banker has the arduous task of coordi- — Texas A&M defensive 
nating a Pac-12 defense. Last season, the coordinator Mark Snyder 


Beavers prepared for at least six variations 
of a spread offense or no-huddle attack, 
Banker says, none more effective than run-heavy rival Oregon, which routinely snapped the 
ball every 13 to 14 seconds. 

The Ducks kept running the weak-side sweep to the single tight end side. OSU’s corners 
never could establish tackling leverage consistently on the play, resulting in a 48-24 loss that 
made Sunday morning just a little more painful. 

The Beavers are very familiar with Chip Kelly's offense and entered the game well prepared 
for it. Doesn't mean you can stop it. 

“In the course of the game, if you don't have an answer to (a play), they keep coming back 
to it in the wrong situation,” Banker says. “That quarterback (Marcus Mariota) is a helluva 
player. Beat us twice with his feet.” 

“That quarterback” is something you hear a lot from coordinators, but more on that in a 
second. 

As if the weak-side sweep is Banker's only problem throughout a year. Officiating in the col- 
lege game presents challenges for a defense. Some officials spot the ball quickly after a play, 
sometimes within a few seconds. That's much faster than in the NFL, a league that’s slower to 
change — in part because it doesn’t have to. Just look at the Pistol offense, which Nevada had 
been running for eight years before it became a trend in the NFL last season. 

On occasion, Banker sees an official standing over the ball to ensure the defense is set. 
That's if he’s lucky, of course. If an offense substitutes, a defense, by rule, has the right to 
match. But that doesn’t always happen, Banker says, because some offenses are subbing right 
before the snap. 

“To me, some of that stuff ends up being gimmicky,” Banker says. “That's not necessarily 


about one player versus another. It’s some- 
body taking advantage of the rules.” 

Once the ball snaps, it’s time to tackle a 
dual-threat quarterback who can scramble or 
throw for 60 yards on any down. 

It’s not like teams just started getting cre- 
ative. The game evolves. Offensive coaches re- 
cycle ideas. Defenses counter. Rinse. Repeat. 

But offenses have more layers, styles — and 
more 40-yard-dashing quarterbacks — than 
ever before. This has clearly increased the 
challenges facing a coordinator. 

Northwestern defensive coordinator Mike 
Hankwitz, a veteran of four decades in colle- 
giate coaching, has seen more offenses than a 
county judge. He says he'd much rather face 
a pro-style quarterback than a dual-threat. 


“You don’t have the scramble dimensions. 


You don't have the option dimensions, the 
improvisational dimensions,” he says. “That 
element you can’t always plan for. You can 
have great coverage and try to rush the rush 
lanes and be tight on people in man, but if 
that quarterback has the seam and he's mo- 
bile enough, he's going to hurt you with the 
scramble.” 

In the numbers game, offenses can throw 
more bodies at you, Grantham says. 

Defenses have specialty players such as a 
third down rusher (nickel corners are practi- 
cally starters now), but for the most part, de- 
fenders in college are asked to contain on 
every down. 

“Offensively, you can role-play your guys, 
where this guy will run certain kind of runs or 
pass plays,” says Grantham, who estimates 
that he prepares for 20-to-25 different offen- 
sive formations in an average week. 
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“On D, youre out there. You have to play 
whether run or pass. You have to be able to 
adjust formations, handle matchups. Defen- 
sively, players have to do more things.” 

Most coordinators agree: Having good 
players can ease the challenges defenses face. 
Getting the right ones isn’t always easy. 

The elite defensive players rise to the top. 
Seventeen of the top-25 players in Rivals’ 
2013 rankings played on defense, yet 50 of 
the next 75 players on the list were on of- 
fense or labeled “athlete.” 

High school teams often put their best 
players on offense when it used to be the 
other way around, Snyder says. 

Coordinators say teams are looking for 
beef up front while recruiting speedier line- 
backers with coverage skills and stockpiling 
cornerbacks, up to seven or eight some years. 
Defenders must quickly develop the versa- 
tility to tackle a 240-pound fullback and 
cover a slot receiver with 4.4 speed. Good 
luck teaching that combination of skills. 

“T think defensive players can be tougher 
to evaluate, especially on the back end,” Cal- 
ifornia head coach Sonny Dykes says. “Iden- 
tifying the right corners who have good 
enough footwork and instincts for that posi- 
tion can be a challenge.” 

Linebackers might as well be corners be- 
cause of the coverage skills necessary in cer- 
tain defensive schemes. 

“Everybody's making linebackers tackle in 
space,” Snyder says. “And linemen have to 
run sideline to sideline now.” 

California offensive coordinator Tony 
Franklin believes that it’s easier to recruit 
players to his side of the ball. “More people 
want to be on offense,” Franklin says. “And 
offenses are tailored around all different 
types of skill sets.” 

Clearly defensive coaches have done some- 
thing right in recruiting over the years. OF 
fenses were forced to innovate, because the 
quality of play on defense was improving. 

“These (defensive players) are 280 and can 
run, or even 300 pounds and can run,” Ne- 


Se ee ET 
“In the course of the game, 

if you don't have an answer 
to (a play), they keep coming 
back to it in the wrong 
situation. That quarterback 
(Marcus Mariota, right) is a 
helluva player. Beat us 

twice with his feet.” 


— Oregon State defensive 
coordinator Mark Banker 
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“Offensively, you can role- 
play your guys, where this 
guy will run certain kind of 
runs or pass plays. On D, 
you're out there. You have 

to play whether run or pass. 
You have to be able to 
adjust formations, handle 
matchups. Defensively, play- 
ers have to do more things.” 


— Georgia defensive 
coordinator Todd Grantham 


braska offensive coordinator Tim Beck says. “Linebackers, secondary, those guys are really fast. 


So you have to adjust offensively.” 


Shutouts are great and all, but with college football defenses, perfection is relative. The goals 
are modest now. Northwestern aims to keep teams below 20 points per game. If you stay below 
20, Hankwitz says, you're probably in the top 25 nationally. 

He's right. In 2012, 21 FBS teams gave up less than 20 per game. 

“There was a time when anything under 17 was pretty darn good,” Hankwitz says. “Now 
under 20 is probably the equivalent from 15 years ago.” 

Less than 17 points is the goal at Georgia, which is a sensible number in the SEC. But 
Grantham will take winning plays in a 40-30 game over a 10-3 loss that looks good on paper. 

Take a 51-44 shootout against Tennessee early last season. The Bulldogs’ stat sheet wasn’t 
pretty, but those three forced turnovers in the final six minutes were game-deciding plays. 

“Hey, at the end of the day, do what you have to do to win,” Grantham says. 

The coordinator congregation shouts “Amen!” to that. 
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Grantham: AP Photo/Paul Abell; Mariota: Craig Mitchelldyer 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


ROUNDTABLE 


Athlon’s editors lay their reputations on the line with some predictions and 
analysis for the 2013 college football season 


Name a team that you like as a sleeper this year 
— maybe a team that you like more than the rest of 
the staff at Athlon Sports. 


: | like Georgia Tech, which we ended up picking third in 

the ACC Coastal. | thought you could make a case for picking the 

Yellow Jackets as high as No. 1 in the division. | Know they struggled in 
some non-conference games last year, especially at home to BYU and 
Middle Tennessee, but they played better after changing defensive coor- 
dinators. Now Ted Roof comes in, and | think he will do a good job. They 
have four offensive line starters back. Vad Lee takes over at quarterback. 
He could possibly be an upgrade from Tevin Washington. The schedule is 
pretty favorable as well. They don’t have to play Florida State out of the 
Atlantic Division. | think this team can contend in the ACC Coastal. 


BRADEN GALL: Give me the Spartans of Michigan State. This 
team wont be dramatically different than a year ago — stingy 
on defense and fairly unimaginative on offense. But that is 
the way Mark Dantonio likes it. Andrew Maxwell can only 
get better at quarterback, right? The offensive line is in good 
shape, and the defense will be one of the nation’s best once 
again. The key for Sparty, though, is a very manageable sched- 
ule. There is no Ohio State, Wisconsin or Penn State in 
crossover play this year, giving Michigan State a good shot of 
at least eight regular-season wins. Pull one upset, against 
Michigan at home or at Northwestern for example, and the 
Spartans could easily be a top-25 team. 


DAVID FOX: My sleeper team is Miami. We picked them to win 
the ACC Coastal Division, but we don't have them in the top 
25. I think they can be a top-25 team, perhaps top 15. Their 
offense will put up points — last season they ranked 16th in 
the nation with 6.5 yards per play. Duke Johnson will be one 
of the most electrifying players in the league, and Stephen 
Morris is solid at quarterback. The question, of course, is the 
defense. They were awful last year, but I don’t see a repeat of 
that. This is a young team with a top-10 freshman class that 
had to play a lot last year. I expect things to go more smoothly 
on defense and for Miami to be much improved as a team. 


L I'll go with Washington. They are coming off 
she fourth straight 7-6 season, but I think the pieces are in 
place to be a top-25 team in 2013. The offense is loaded with 
talent at the skill positions. Keith Price is back at quarterback 
and is due for a bounce-back season. The offensive line was a 
big issue last year, but most of the key pieces are back, and this 
group should be better. The defense also made major progress 
last year, and seven starters are back. The biggest obstacle is a 
challenging schedule, but I think they can push Oregon State 
for third in the division and exceed last year’s win total. 
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Name a team in our preseason top 25 that concems you the most. 


Michigan. We have the Wolverines at No. 14, which scares me just a bit. Devin 
Gardner will do a solid job at quarterback, but there are questions with every other position 
group on offense. Michigan will be breaking in three new starters on the offensive line and there 
is a lack of proven playmakers at wide receiver. They received little production from their tail- 
backs last season, but the hope is that prized freshman Derrick Green can step in and provide 
a big boost. The defense, which has been solid under Greg Mattison, must replace some key 
players, but there shouldn't be too much of a drop-off. This is a good team and a program that 
is on the verge of becoming elite under Brady Hoke. But the 2013 season could be a bit of a 
struggle. It wouldn't surprise me if Michigan went 5-3 or even 44 in the Big Ten. 


DAVID FOX: I don't think Texas A&M will fall off of a cliff, but there are legitimate reasons to 
wonder if the Aggies can keep up this 10-win, 11-win pace. SEC defenses have now had a year 
to plan and prepare for Kevin Sumlin’s offense and Johnny Manziel. It’s going to be incredi- 
bly difficult to match last year’s record-breaking production, especially without Luke Joekel at 


left tackle. That defense was underrated last year, too. Damontre Moore is a huge loss. It’s 
going to be tough for the defense to be as good, which could make it hard for Texas A&M to 
live up to its top-10 billing. 

STEVEN LASSAN: Considering the preseason expectations surrounding LSU last year, it’s fair to 
say that its 10-3 record was a slight disappointment. And now, the Tigers return only 10 
starters and must deal with two rising programs in the SEC West in Texas A&M and Ole 
Miss. The defense returns only three starters and must replace six key players on the defensive 
line, its top linebacker and its two best players in the secondary. The offense has been an issue 
for the last couple of years. They have a good running back in Jeremy Hill, but the quarter- 
back, Zach Mettenberger, needs to take the next step. The schedule is also tough. They play 
TCU, Florida, Georgia, Alabama and Texas A&M. That will make it difficult for LSU to stay 
in the top 15 this year. 


Lee: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Oklahoma State: Tim Umphrey 


( BRADEN GALL: | will go with Oklahoma 
State. Road trips to Big 12 outposts like 
| Ames, Morgantown and Lubbock, as well 
| asa trip to Texas, concern me. They also 
| havea tough game to start the season 

| against Mississippi State. Oklahoma 
State doesn’t really have a quarterback. 
| You've got some good players there, but 

| no proven commodity at the position. 

| There are some holes to fill on the offen- 
‘sive and defensive lines. | don’t like the 


| Big 12 this year, and | think Oklahoma Fe 
State is a risky pick in the top 20. 
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Name a player you expect to have a 
breakthrough season. 


ITCH LIGHT: Stefon Diggs, the wide receiver 

from Maryland. He was a big recruit for 
Randy Edsall and that staff. He did well as a 
freshman, catching 54 passes for 848 yards — 
and that was on a team that ended up playing 
a linebacker at the quarterback position. He 
was very good in the return game, and he 
even did some damage on the ground on lim- 
ited carries. If they can get better play at quar- 
terback — which they should — Diggs could 
be an All-America-type player. 
BRADEN GALL: Shaq Thompson, the Washing- 
ton Huskies’ safety-turned-linebacker. If you 
follow recruiting, you know all about this guy. 
He was a superstar prospect. He was very 
solid in his first season in Seattle. He has 
gained some weight, and he is moving into 
the box to get around the football a lot more. 
They've got a good defensive coaching staff, 
and I think they will put Thompson in the 
right spots. He will be a superstar by the end 
of the season. 


( DAVID FOX: Devin Gardner of Michigan. Brady Hoke and Al 
Borges didn’t inherit the type of players they need to run 
their system when they arrived at Michigan. They adapted 
the first two years with Denard Robinson, but that is starting 
to change. We saw flashes of potential late last season 
when Gardner became a full-time quarterback after Robin- 
son got hurt and then moved to receiver. In November, Gard- 
ner was one of the better quarterbacks in the Big Ten. In the 
last month of the regular season, he led the league in yards 
per attempt, tied for the league lead in touchdown passes 
and was third in yards passing. With a full year to prepare as 
the starter, plus a solid offensive line returning, he could 


be an all-conference quarterback in 2013. 


STEVEN LASSAN: I like Michael Brewer, the 
quarterback at Texas Tech. With Kliff Kings- 
bury taking over at his alma mater and calling 
the plays, I believe Brewer will have a break- 
out year. He was coached in high school by 
current Clemson offensive coordinator Chad 
Morris. He is a good fit in Kingsbury’s offense 
and was impressive in limited action last sea- 
son. Kingsbury has coordinated some of the 
nation’s top offenses at Houston and Texas 
A&M and should help Brewer rank among 
the Big 12’s top quarterbacks this season. 


Gardner: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Martinez: Tom DiPace; Brown: Ric Fogel 
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Who is a dark horse Heisman Trophy candidate? 

MITCH LIGHT: I will go with Venric Mark, the running back at Northwestern. He 
had a great year last year — basically out of nowhere. He was a non-factor in 
the offense during his first two years but had 1,300-plus yards and averaged 
over six yards per carry as a junior. He had two punt return touchdowns as well. 
He is one of the fastest guys at his position in the country. And I think North- 
western will be very good on offense this season, which will give Mark a lot of 
opportunities to shine. If the Wildcats can solidify the offensive line — the only 
potential weakness on offense — Mark will have a huge season. 


‘i BRADEN GALL: Nebraska quarterback Taylor Martinez. He has progressed i in n key areas 
each season he has been a starter. This will be his fourth year under center. And last year 
he was efficient with the football — he led the Big Ten in passing efficiency and total of- 
fense. And he did that in the same league with (Ohio State quarterback) Braxton Miller. 

Few players can make the type of plays Martinez makes in the backfield. He will put huge 
numbers and has a chance to get to New York. 


DAVID FOX: My pick is Brett Hundley from UCLA. He will show up on a lot of 
preseason Heisman lists, but it will be in the ‘others receiving votes’ category. I 
think he is a legitimate contender. He passed for 3,700 yards as a redshirt fresh- 
man and completed at least 70 percent of his passes in six different games. He 
also rushed for nine touchdowns. He really got better as the season went along 
— he threw four picks early against Cal on Oct. 6 and threw only four more 
interceptions the rest of the year. (Tailback) Johnathan Franklin had a great year 
last season, sae Hundley was why UCLA played for a Pac-12 title. 


VEN Li I: I like Devin Gardner at Michigan. He came to Michigan as a 
fare med prospect and had to wait his turn behind Denard Robinson. 
Gardner started late last year after Robinson got hurt and had 18 touchdowns 
over the final five games. Michigan doesn't have a ton of proven receivers, but 
Gardner should have a big year in his first full season as the starting quarterback. 


Which coach has the most pressure on him in 2013? 


MITCH LIGHT: It has to be Lane Kiffin at USC. Last year was a disappointment for the Tro- 
jans. I know they had some injuries, but the team still underachieved. And Kiffin’s strug- 
gles haven't been limited to the field, either. He’s had several transgressions off the field 
as well. Nothing major, but some of the things he has done have put the program in the 
news for the wrong reasons. I don't think he needs to win 10 or 11 games to save his job, 
but USC needs to play well — and maximize its talent — and Kiffin needs to behave. 


BRADEN GALL: Mack Brown at Texas. The first month of the season could be tricky for 
the Longhorns. This team is talented enough to win the Big 12, to run away with the 
Big 12. It’s also poorly coached enough to lose four or five games, like we have seen 
them do the last few years. This is one of the most talented rosters in the entire coun- 
try, and Mack Brown has lost 15 games in the Big 12 in the last three years, and that is 
completely unacceptable. 


DAVID FOX: Kirk Ferentz of Iowa. He hasn't had a winning record in the Big Ten since 
going to the Orange Bowl four years ago. He's been at Iowa since 1999, and he brought 
them back to prominence. But they are paying him too much to go 8-5, much less 4-8 
on a yearly basis. Look around the Big Ten — Ohio State and Michigan are poised to take 
charge of the league, Nebraska's in the mix every year, Wisconsin has won three straight 
titles. Iowa is losing ground in a hurry, and it may be tough for Ferentz to keep pace. 


he STEVEN LASSAN: Mack Brown. Texas is arguably the nation’s best job, and the school 
continues to bring in elite talent every year. But they are just 11-15 in Big 12 play in the 
last three years. Texas returns most of its key personnel. And there is no clear frontrunner in 
the Big 12, so they should be able to contend for the league title. Anything less than nine 
wins would be a major disappointment and could spell the end of Brown's tenure at Texas. 
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This time a@ year To, tbh anziel was merely a Texas A&M redshirt 
freshman backup quarterbac i ing tosfighi his way up the depth chart. 

Then, Johnny.Football” got on a streak sid as a Texas summer, 

He won A&M's starting quarterback job in August. He broke iieMan- 
ning’s SEC single-game total offense record in September. He aia again 
in. October. ; 

In November, he led the Aggies to a 29-24 upset of eventual national 
champion Alabama, And in December, he became the first freshman Heis- 
man: Trophy recipient. 

With dazzling style; Manziel rushed for 1,410 yards and passed for / : 
3,706. He led the nation with 5,116-yards of total offense, More important, 
he led Texas A&M to: only its fourth season with at least 11 victories, 

Suddenly, Johnny Football was hanging out with actors, rappers and 
star professional athletes like LeBron James. He was seen at the Super 
Bowl, at the NBA All-Star Game, at concerts and on “The Tonight Show.” 

Manziel attained national celebrity, but can he win a national champi- 
onship? Texas A&M hasn't won a national title since 1939, but Aggies 
everywhere are optimistic this is the year that drought-will end. 

Maybe this-time next-year-Manziel will be known as Johnny Crystal 
Football." 

Manziel's-offseason was as eventful:as:the-2012:season; and ‘his 
exploits-have often-‘made national news:We:caught-up with 

—Manzielto-gethisthoughts-on-his-2012-performance,-his-sudden Ty 
fame; the SaaaeS national-title quest and:what his-future-may- i “ 
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At this point last year, you weren't even projected to be the starting quarterback mi 
in 2012. How confident were you that you would win the job? In “A » . 
After I came back from California (where he trained with quarterback & > 


n 


coach George Whitfield), I had a lot of confidence. I think you have to be- 
lieve you can take the job. I had to go out and prove what kind of quarter- 
back I was because I didn’t show that in the spring. When fall camp came 
around I had to prove that. 


What was it like playing Florida in your first collegiate game? 
It was a blur. Looking back at it now, I don’t remember that much about the game. It was a learn- 
ing experience. We had some troubles in that first game, but we learned a lot from it. 


~ You obviously had a ton of success, but what surprised you most about the top-level SEC defenses? 
I think we all knew what the media and everybody said about SEC defenses. We had to let it play 
out. As it turned out, the SEC defenses were everything everybody said they would be. They're fast, 
physical defenses. I didn’t know how our offense would adapt to playing against them. I think our 
results spoke for themselves, but those defenses were everything they were chalked up to be. 


Chris C 
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How tough will it be to move forward without your former offensive coordinator, Kliff Kingsbury? Will it 
be different with Clarence McKinney as offensive coordinator and Jake Spavital as your quarterbacks 
coach? 

I think we'll be all right. Coach Kingsbury was a big part of what we did last year, but 
Coach (Kevin) Sumlin did a good job with Coach McKinney and bringing in Coach Spav. 
Coach Sumlin got us this far. He's put us in the best situation with the coaches. We're in 


good hands. 


Everything you do now seems to be news. Do you enjoy being a celebrity? 
Irs all right, I guess. Every little thing, whatever it is, makes news for whatever reason. I’m 
just adjusting to that and trying to learn from the mistakes I’ve made. 


Your family trademarked “Johnny Football.” Yet, some tried to sell T-shirts bearing that name. Your sig- 
nature is being used on trading cards. The university is selling your jersey. People are obviously trying to 
make money off your fame, but under NCAA rules, you can’t. Do you resent that? Is that fair? 

The rules are the rules and you have to 
abide by them. It doesn’t make any dif 
ference if I think it’s fair or not. Those are 
the rules. You just make sure you're always 
in compliance. You're careful not to do 

anything to get in any trouble, but at the 
same time we have to take steps to protect 
my name. 


If you don’t sign autographs for everybody, someone 
gets upset. But some have sold your autograph. Does 
that make you hesitant to give fans autographs? 
Even though you can’t make everybody 
happy, you still try regardless, After the 
Spring Game I tried to stay and sign auto- 
graphs whether it was for 30 minutes or an 
hour. It doesn’t bother me. It comes with the 
territory when you win the Heisman Trophy. 
That's part of the deal. I’m OK with it. 


The NCAA says that athletes should be like “nor- 
mal” students as much as possible. You've been 
criticized for doing a lot of things that “normal” stu- 
dents do. Is there a double standard? 

I don’t know about the word “normal.” 
When I try to use it, I get reamed for it. I’m 
not allowed to use the word “normal.” 


In January, Texas A&M athletic director Eric Hyman 
and Sumlin met with you and your family after pho- 
tos surfaced of you out on the town in Dallas. You 
had also posted photos to Twitter of yourself hold- 
ing cash at a casino in Oklahoma. What was their 
message? 

That meeting was blown really way out of proportion, It wasn’t a “come to Jesus” meet- 
ing. I wasn't doing anything wrong. My family and I sat down with Coach Sumlin to dis- 
cuss every aspect of academics and compliance. My family had never experienced this before 
and we wanted everybody to be on the same page. That's all it was. 


As a Heisman Trophy recipient, should you be more careful about what you do because of photos that may 
appear on social media? 

For sure. There are those days I slip up and do stuff. I have to watch that more. I defi- 
nitely have to be more careful. 


|s ita primary goal to become the second two-time Heisman winner? 
I really don't think about it. People bring it up and want to talk about it. I’m more wor- 
ried about team goals ... trying to win the national championship and taking Texas A&M 


toa place it’s never been before. I’m more fo- 
cused on that than I am on winning a Heis- 
man. Winning games and doing great things 
team-wise will bring the individual things. 


Can you get better? How? 

There is always room to improve when I 
go out there in every game. Hopefully, the 
game will slow down for me. And it is slow- 
ing down for me. I feel like it is. There is 
room for improvement with mechanics and 
in knowing coverages. 


Texas A&M hasn't won a national championship 
since 1939. Will this team end that drought? 

I want to think we have a team that can 
do good things. I know we had a great re- 
cruiting class. We have a lot of great players. 
We have a team that has a chance to be very, 
very good. 


Texas A&M lost three starting receivers and two of- 
fensive linemen, including Outland Trophy winner 
Luke Joeckel. How can the offense be as good? 

Again, I feel like we did a great job in re- 
cruiting. We have guys that are ready to 
step up and are ready to play. With the way 
Coach (Mike) Sherman recruited and the 
way Coach Sumlin has recruited the of- 
fensive line, we're solid in that department. 
Receivers, too. Coach Sumlin has done a 
good job bringing in receivers and filling 
those gaps. 


Texas A&M fans are already looking forward to that 
Sept. 14 game against Alabama. Are you? 

No. You can't. There are two games before 
that. We have to take care of business. When 
that (Alabama) game comes up on the 
schedule, we'll be ready. But you make sure 
you don’t take any game for granted. We 
didn’t look ahead to Alabama and circle it 
on our schedule last year. We'll take it just 
like any other game. But there may be a few 
thousand more people there. 


You've indicated that you'd consider the NFL Draft 
after this season. What would be the factors in mak- 
ing your ultimate decision to go pro or stay at A&M? 

If I'm ready or not to take the step to the 
next level. ll talk with my family and 
coaches. I'll look at where I’m at in life and 
where I’m at on the football field. That will 
all factor in. It would be foolish to say you 
wouldn't even consider it if you have that 
chance. 


Will you go pro if A&M wins the national title? 

I don't know. It would be a good problem 
to have if you already have a Heisman and a 
national championship in hand. Hopefully, 
we'll have to cross that bridge. We'll see. 
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Stand up, everyone. Clap your hands. Stomp your feet. Scream until your 
tonsils fall out — if you still have ‘em. This is the last year for the BCS. The 
sporting world’s vilest scourge will disappear after this season, and a four- 
team playoff takes its place. We know the new system won't be perfect, but 
it's sure better than what we have. Pay close attention, folks, because you 
might not see anything in sports so ridiculous again. 


On the field, of course, the season belongs to the SEC. Alabama will win it 
all. And if the Tide somehow stumble, then four or five teams in the confer- 
ence have enough to step into the breach. That's just how it goes these 
days. Every other conference is just playing for second place. 


IACRIMSONTIDE eed 


Olay, so why in the world wouldn't the Crimson Tide win it all \ 
again? We know the national champion is coming from the SEC. 
That's how it has been for the past seven years, and it just doesn’t 
look like it’s Kentucky's turn yet. It may bea lot to ask Bama to win | 
it all for the third year in a row, but look at all that talent in | 
‘Tuscaloosa and try to tell us it isn’t better than what's on every other 
campus in the country. 

The fact is, Nick Saban has it rolling like no one else has in 
decades. He and his staff have one of the nation’s best recruiting 
bases, and they mine it like few others can. You don't find too many 
Alabama assistants spending their down time on the golf course or 
taking hot yoga classes. Nope, they're out looking for the next AJ | 
McCarron, T.J. Yeldon or C.J. Mosley. (They recruit guys with full 
first names, too.) 

There's a reason you don't hear Saban complaining too much 
when his top players leave campus early for the NFL. There's always 
someone else in the pipeline. And by fostering a sense of daily com- 
petition that lets even the most decorated All-American know 
there's someone coming up behind him — and fast — Saban cre- 
ates a culture in which excellence is not merely expected, it’s often | 
not enough, 

But the Crimson Tide aren't No. 1 simply because they have won 
three of the last four titles. There is a lot of proven talent back, and 
it’s enough to make Alabama practically impervious to any kind of 
sustained drop-off. It begins with McCarron, the quarterback who 
spent part of January better known for his girlfriend (thanks, Brent) | 
than for his role in one of the most amazing runs in recent college 
history. Expect Heisman talk to surround the senior, who threw 
30 TD passes against just three interceptions last season. He'll get _| 
ground support from Yeldon, who rushed for 1,108 yards and 12 
TDs as a freshman. But Yeldon had better look out, because the | 
Tide landed four top-10 running back prospects, all of whom think | 
they're better than he is. 

About the only potential trouble spot on offense is up front, 
where three stalwarts must be replaced. And though there is a 
chance the replacements could stagger, since when has that been a_ | 
problem for Alabama? 

Mosley leads the Tide's signature unit, and he is on a mission to 
convince Saban he’s an every-down linebacker. Junior outside 
backer Adrian Hubbard is a force of nature, and you have to love 
safety Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, as much for his five interceptions in 
2012 as for his great name. Except that none of the Tide's oppo- 
nents will be laughing. 


Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
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2 OHIOSTATEBUCKEYES 


Urban Meyer's first year in Columbus ended with 12-0 perfection, and even better things 
should lie ahead. Meyer intends to run the Buckeye program as if it were part of a new SEC 
Northern Division, and he is looking for as much speed and athletic ability on the recruiting cir- 
cuit as he can find, the better with which to whip the Big Boys, not just the Big Ten. 

The kids won't be completely ready for full-time action for a little while, but talent still 
abounds. Begin with junior quarterback Braxton Miller, who had a fine year in 2012 and could 
be ready for Heisman contention this season. He'll work behind an experienced, rugged line, 
hand the ball to Carlos Hyde and throw to Corey Brown and speedy Devin Smith. There could 
be some trouble along the D-line, where all four ’12 starters are gone, but junior linebacker Ryan 
Shazier is a standout, and any quarterback testing corner Bradley Roby should see a specialist. 


__30REGONDUCKS 


Dont’ fret, Duck World. Even though Chip Kelly has flown to the NFL, Oregon will still wear 
ridiculous uniforms, bathe in the torrents of Nike cash and score points — lots of points. New 
head coach Mark Helfrich understands how to keep the accelerator stuck to the floor, and in soph- 
omore quarterback Marcus Mariota, he has the perfect triggerman for the bullet train offense. 
De’Anthony Thomas moves to the forefront of the backfield contingent, and it’s even money that 
no defender will lay a hand on him this year. 

Okay, so the defense has to replace four starters, but that usually doesn’t matter. The Ducks are 
all about tempo, scoring points and, well, scoring more points. Even though the rest of the Pac- 
12 is showing signs of catching up — beyond Stanford and USC, of course — the Ducks are still 
at the top of the charts, Kelly or no Kelly. So, expect another onslaught. 


" YGEORGIABULLDOGS 


Remember when everybody wanted to fire Mark Richt? Well, his Bulldogs were one play 
away from the SEC title last year, and they have enough firepower to make the league's East 
Division bow down this year. They might just catch one of the West bullies with a pocket full 
of flash in Adlanta this December. 

Quarterback Aaron Murray is a mighty fine passer, and when Richt gets tired of tossing it 
around, he can pound defenses with the “Gurshall” backfield duo of Todd Gurley and Keith 
Marshall, who will work behind an experienced line and combined for 2,144 yards and 25 
TDs last year. Of course, there is the problem of the back seven of Todd Grantham’s defense, 
which was devastated by graduation and early exits. Linebacker Amarlo Herrera is a stand- 
out, and there is enough young talent behind him to give UGA fans hope that this is the year 
for the Big Breakthrough. 


SSOUTHCAROLINAGAMECOCKS | 


It wouldn’t matter whether Steve Spurrier were walking through campus visiting the frater- 
nities in search of players to fill out his roster. It wouldn't matter if the only returning people 
on the South Carolina depth chart were the backup punter and a student trainer. 

If Jadeveon Clowney is back, everything is just fine. 

The junior end, who made a nation gasp when it thought the hit he put on poor Vincent 
Smith had actually taken the Michigan running back’s head off, returns to pillage opponents 
and create general mayhem on Saturdays throughout the college football world. Some thought 
Clowney would petition the NFL for early entry. Others thought he would join Seal Team 6 
— as an instructor. Instead, he'll anchor the Gamecock defense. 

The rest of the team is kind of young, except at quarterback where Connor Shaw and bowl 
hero Dylan Thompson return. Carolina is talented and tested. And it has Clowney. All is good. 
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GCLEMSONTIGERS | 


The Tigers had better enjoy 2013 because if the offense blows up again, coordinator Chad 
Morris will be interviewing for every open job in the country come December. The return of 
quarterback Tajh Boyd is a perfect starting point for the crackling attack, and if receiver Sammy 
Watkins can stay out of trouble, those two could form the nation’s most dynamic duo. 

The O-line is experienced and rugged, and the defense returns 10 players who started at least 
five games in 2012. Defensive coordinator Brent Venables had the unit playing well at the end 
of last year, and his second edition should be fast and productive. Of course, we have to re- 
member that this is Clemson we're talking about, and everything could fall apart in Week 1 when 
Georgia visits or in late November at South Carolina. Everything in between looks pretty darn 
good. The potential is there. It’s time for Clemson to deliver. 


PSTANFORDCARDINAL 


In the go-go Pac-12, where it seems that every team wants to play with eight wide receivers, 
the Cardinal stand out like a roughneck at a debutantes’ ball. Nothing changes on The Farm, no 
matter how chic it may be to play spread-’em-out. David Shaw’s squad will run it and defend it. 
Eight starters return from a defense that allowed only 17.2 points per game. 

Also back is quarterback Kevin Hogan, whose midseason ascension to the starting position 
keyed the Cardinal’s Pac-12 title. He was poised enough last year to engineer a win at Oregon, 
and he should be even better this time. In case you're wondering, the Ducks come calling Nov. 
7. Yes, Stepfan Taylor and his 1,530 rushing yards are gone, but since when doesn’t Stanford have 
tough backs who actually look for contact? Get those mouthguards in, people. Here comes an- 
other punch in the face. 


- BNOTREDAMEFIGHTINGIRISH 


If your only image of the Irish is their getting trucked by Alabama in the BCS national title 
game, then think back to the 12 games that preceded the drubbing and remember all of the 
wins, excitement and the amazing turnaround authored by Coach of the Year Brian Kelly. 
Sure, ND had its share of close calls last year — like nearly every home game — but good 
teams make their own breaks. 

And the ’13 edition will be good again, even without Manti Te’o. Quarterback Everett 
Golson became a real weapon last year, and few people can block defensive tackle Louis Nix 
III. Come to think of it, few buffalo could handle him one-on-one. There is a need for some- 
one to step up at running back, and team speed remains an issue, as Alabama showed. Though 
the schedule has its usual pitfalls, Notre Dame finally has some momentum and should keep 
rolling. 


QTEHASARMAGGIES 


What an offseason it was for Johnny Football. He cured the common cold, passed the bar 
exam, dated every Dallas Cowboys cheerleader and wiped reality TV from the face of the earth. 
Okay, so maybe he didn’t do all that, but why not put the Aggie quarterback into a Bunyan- 
esque category. His 2012 Heisman season was indeed larger than life, and it’s time for an en- 
core. 

Trouble is, A&M is still in the SEC West, with a couple schools named Alabama and LSU. 
So, if Manziel and his mates think they get 40 points just for showing up, they had better think 
again. The Aggies need to find depth at receiver, keep getting better on defense and hope 
Manziel stays healthy and magical. Texas A&M is loaded at tailback, and receiver Mike Evans 
is a top-shelf target. Trouble on the other side comes at linebacker, but the Aggies and Manziel 
are plenty good and ready to take a shot at the title. 
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Clemson: Wade Payne; Stanford: Peter Brouiller 


Notre Dame: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Texas A&M: Chris Covarta 


Louisville: Danny Murphy; Boise State: Craig Mitchelldyer 
LSU: Chris Covatta; Florida: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
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CARDINALS 


Raise your hand if you thought the Cardinals were going to boat-race Florida in last year’s 
Sugar Bowl. Liars! 

Louisville supporters may have been in short supply before the Gator game, but it’s going to 
be hard finding people thinking 2013 won't be huge in the land of bourbon. The Cardinals have 
one more season in the American Athletic Conference (née Big East), which ought to be as awful 
as its name. U of L doesn’t play anybody in the non-conference portion that is any good at all, 
so Charlie Strong's team could well be undefeated once the hitting is done. 

Fourteen starters return, most notably quarterback Teddy Bridgewater, who threw for 3,718 
yards and completed 68.5 percent of his passes last year. There are some things to tighten up de- 
fensively, but if you're looking for the BCS headache of the year, look no further than the Cards. 


TIBOISESTATEBRONCOS © 


Boy, did the Broncos ever stink last year. Two losses? What a disaster 2012 was. Well, at least 
the carnage is over, and the program can try to move on from the tragic 11—2 campaign. 

The best news for BSU football last season — other than the fact that a two-loss season is now 
considered an off year — is that it won't be playing with the C-USA flotsam in the American Ath- 
letic Conference, or whatever the thing is called. The Broncos will remain in the Mountain West, 
where they belong, and will set about creating some more headaches for BCS voters with a per- 
fect season. Of course, they'll have to get past Washington (in Seattle) in the opener, and travel- 
ing to BYU is never a treat. But Boise State is good. 

Quarterback Joe Southwick got better and better as 2012 went on, and running back Jay Ajayi 
is ready to break through. Defensive end Demarcus Lawrence had 9.5 sacks last year, and safety 
Jeremy Ioane picked off three passes. The bad times are over. Big things lie ahead. 


12LSUTIGERS 


turnees and get after it. 


worry. 


Even though the Tigers had 11 players leave early for the NFL from last year’s team, there 
is no truth to the rumor that LSU is not fielding a team this season. More than likely, those 
guys took one look at the people coming up behind them and decided they would have bet- 
ter chances of making an NFL roster in 2013 than getting onto the Death Valley field. 

That's how it works in Baton Rouge. There's always somebody coming for your job, even 
if he’s only 18 years old. So, Les Miles and his staff will take all those youngsters who saw some 
time last year, mix in another great recruiting class and some hungry redshirts with the re- 


Zach Mettenberger at times looked like a big-time quarterback in his first season as the 
Tigers’ starter, but he is far from a proven commodity. Jeremy Hill leads a stable of quality 
tailbacks. Only three starters are back on defense, but the people stepping in are good. Don't 


13FLORIDAGATORS | 


The Gators did practice throwing the football last year. It’s just that when it came time to toss 
itaround in a game, the results weren't so good. So, UF was bland last year. Tapioca bland. Dis- 
ney bland. They're going to try to help Jeff Driskel get the ball downfield a little more this year, 
but don't be surprised if Florida is all about running the ball and playing nasty defense again. 
That’s not the worst formula in the world, but until the Gators can get a little more diverse of- 
fensively, they won't be climbing to the top of the SEC. 

Then, there's that little matter of the Sugar Bowl. Louisville made the Gators look like an old- 
fashioned Big Ten team. Coach Will Muschamp would like to chalk the blowout loss up to 
overconfidence or disinterest, but unless Florida can get the ball downfield a little more, they're 
going to need the world’s nastiest D. UF is good, but not that good, yet. 
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TYMICHIGANWOLUERINES 


Boy, did they ever love Denard Robinson during his four years in Ann Arbor. Bo Schembech- 
ler would have loved him, too, because Robinson was a Michigan Man. 

Now that Robinson is gone, U-M coach Brady Hoke and offensive coordinator Al Borges can 
finally run the offense they have wanted to use since they arrived on campus in 2011. Gone is 
the spread. There’s no more read option. Quarterback Devin Gardner will be under center, and 
the line will be expected to knock opponents’ teeth out. A physical offense will help the D, and 
when it all works properly, Big Ten opponents won't have a chance. 

But it's not ready to just hum along yet. Michigan needs both lines to get deeper and more ex- 
perienced. It’s going to rely on some youngsters to get downfield at receiver. Linebacker Jake 
Ryan's torn ACL hurts. And the secondary isn’t ready yet. The Wolverines will look the way Hoke 
wants them to look, but they not be ready to play like wants for another year or two. 


___15FLORIDASTATESEMINOLES 


Every time we get excited about the Seminoles, they do something like go to NC State, blow 
a 16-point lead and lose a game they shouldn't. So, instead of looking at all the talent, athletic 
ability and potential that’s running around the practice fields in Tallahassee, we're going to get 
Missouri on the Noles and tell ‘em to ‘Show us.’ Show us they will win all the games they're sup- 
posed to win and then bump off Florida in late November, and we'll believe. 

A lot is riding on the quarterback position. Dynamic redshirt freshman Jameis Winston — the 
man who threw a football over the frat house — is in line to succeed EJ Manuel, and Florida 
State's season could well depend on how well Winston plays. The rest of the roster is loaded. 
Let's see if it can handle the ACC — every week. 


TGORLAHOMASTATECOWBOYS 


With all that T. Boone Pickens dough floating around Stillwater, it’s hard to imagine the 
Cowboys will stay down for too long, That is, if you consider an 8-5 season as “down.” After 
a 12-1 2011, OSU staggered some last year, but the Pokes have to be considered one of the 
Big 12’s title contenders. 

All sorts of firepower returns, beginning with a trio of quarterback. Go ahead and pick 
one. Wes Lunt, Clint Chelf and J.W. Walsh all had big games last year. Chelf has the edge 
heading into preseason camp, but stay tuned. The ground game is solid, thanks to Jeremy 
Smith and Desmond Roland, and all Josh Stewart did last year was catch 101 passes. The line- 
backers should be stout, and if the secondary and pass rush are up to par, OK State will be 
looking at a BCS berth. Sure, the Big 12 isn’t exactly the SEC, but this is a good team that 
could be great. 


wT: 4? 0KLAHOMASOONERS 


| 


If you're a Sooner fan, and you're looking for a reason why your heroes are ranked below 
those people from Stillwater, look no further than the defense, where a lot of questions remain. 
The D-line wasn’t very good last year, its stalwarts are almost all gone, and the youngsters are 
unproven. There are some holes in the secondary, too. 

Then there is the curious case of the Belldozer. It sure was fun to watch Blake Bell come in 
| fora few plays a game and bounce some bad guys around, but now he has to take every snap, 
| and he'll have to prove he can throw the ball efficiently, At least the line and the ground game 
| are solid. OU has posted double-digit wins in six of its last seven seasons and 11 of the last 13, 
| but it’s been a while since it was in the midst of the national title hunt. Maybe the Belldozer 

can change that — if the defense complies. 
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IBTEXASLONGHORNS 


Get the picture? The Big 12 is going to be one heck of a slugfest. The folks in Lone Star coun- 
try would rather things are like they were when Texas could stomp all comers. But when you have 
issues at quarterback and a defense that surrendered a million points in 2012, winning big isn’t easy. 

UT will definitely run the ball well, thanks to a potent backfield paced by sophomore Johnathan 
Gray. There is depth at receiver, and the O-line should be all right. But the offense wontt crackle 
unless David Ash gets it together for the entire season. The last thing Mack Brown needs is un- 
certainty at quarterback, so Ash needs to be more consistent. And speaking of unwanted cir- 
cumstances, Brown could use a big season after three straight single-digit-win campaigns. Sure, 
he won a national title, but that was back in 2005, practically in the days when Texas ran the wish- 


TQWISCONSINBADGERS 


Barry Alvarez is still athletic director in Madison, so there is no way the Badgers are going to 
spread the field and start chucking it around. That's why he hired Gary Andersen to replace Bret 
Bielema. Andersen may not run it every down, but he's not going to turn Wisconsin into a run- 
and-shoot team, either. 

The Badgers have some talent on the roster, beginning with James White and Melvin Gordon, 
who could both top 1,000 yards this year. Wideout Jared Abbrederis is a reliable target, and line- 
backer Chris Borland will tackle the opposing mascot if he gets too close to the field. But Wis- 
consin needs to find stability under center from among a cast of thousands, and the O-line needs 
to get stronger — if you can believe that is the condition in Madison. Mostly, Andersen needs 
to keep pace with Michigan and Ohio State in the Big Ten and keep his boss happy. 


- 20TCUHORNEDFROGS 


Stop us if you've heard this before: The Horned Frogs are going to be really good on de- 
fense this year. The secondary is packed with talent, and sophomore defensive end Devonte 
Fields is a future pro. Of course, in the wacky, wild Big 12, playing great D every week isn’t 


easy. 

So, the offense had better be ready to go. TCU lost six games last year, and a big reason for 
that was the suspension of quarterback Casey Pachall, who missed nine games due to sub- 
stance abuse. By the end of spring drills, Pachall was back as the first-team quarterback. More 
big news came when Waymon James, the halfback who tore his ACL in the season's second 
week, was also first string. That could mean the offense will be more effective in 2013. It 
needs to be, because trying to grind it out in the Big 12 is a tough way to go. 


2 (NEBRASKACORNHUSKERS 


What in the name of the Blackshirts happened to the Cornhuskers at the end of the 2012 
season? Nebraska gave up something like 8,000 points in its final two games (okay, that’s hy- 
perbole) and looked like it couldn’t stop Wisconsin or Georgia if it used 14 players and Her- 
bie Husker. Maybe coach Bo Pelini has been spending so much time trying to assemble an 
offense that can function in the 21st century that he forgot about the other side of the ball. 

Well, NU should be able to score, especially with Taylor Martinez back under center, Ameer 
Abdullah (1,137 yards) at the I-back spot, and deep threat Kenny Bell on the outside. But 
what of the D? It helps that Zaire Anderson is healthy and ready to go big at linebacker. A deep 
secondary is a plus. But Nebraska must tighten things up, or opponents will treat the Black- 
shirts like Boy Scouts again. 
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- Ree ame Pay no attention to that ugly bowl loss to SMU in Hawaii. Fresno State’s 2012 season was big- 
ths \ time, and this year could be even better. Not bad for a team that just joined the Mountain West 
Conference last year. The Bulldogs need to find a reliable running back, but the rest of the of- 
fense should crackle. Quarterback Derek Carr threw for a Mountain West-record 4,104 yards last 
year, and all freshman wideout Davante Adams did was catch 102 passes. Left tackle Austin 
Wentworth is a stud. Free safety Derron Smith picked off six passes, and cornerback Sean Alston 
snared five. 
Life may be changing in the Mountain West, but Fresno fits well, and Tim DeRuyter has the 
program on an upward trajectory. If the ground game can step up, and the front seven stabilizes, 
the Sept. 20 showdown with Boise State could well determine league supremacy. 


O3ARIZONASTATESUNDEUILS 


Wait, did the Sun Devils just score on Navy again? Okay, it just seems like ASU’s offense is still 
piling up the points in their bowl rout of the Mids. But don't be surprised if Todd Graham's at- 
tack is even more potent this year, thanks to the return of plenty of talent. 

It begins with quarterback Taylor Kelly, who went from an unknown to someone who threw 
29 TD passes last year. Running backs Marion Grice and D.J. Foster give the Devils some seri- 
ous punch on the ground, and though there are no brand names at receiver, the holdovers and 
JC imports should do just fine tracking down Kelly’s aerials. 

We all know Graham's teams score, but the defense caused some serious trouble last year, reg- 
istering 52 sacks and picking off 21 passes. Look out for defensive tackle Will Sutton (23.5 tack- 
les for a loss) and linebacker Carl Bradford (20.5). 


OUfORTHUJESTERNWILDCATS 


The rallying cry around Evanston is 5:03. That’s how much time Wildcats coach Pat 
Fitzgerald reckons cost his team an undefeated season in 2012. Northwestern blew three sec- 
ond-half leads last year, and though it isn’t going to be perfect this year, its wide-open offense 
and improving D should keep it in most games and lead to another eight or nine-win sea- 
son and a bowl berth. 

The Cats’ two quarterbacks, Kain Colter (the runner) and Trevor Siemian (the passer) give 
rivals big problems, while running back Venric Mark is as slippery as they come. Northwest- 
ern returns four receivers who caught at least 28 balls last year, so points arent going to be a 
problem. If the Cats continue their improvement on D — 5.2 fewer points per game in "12 
than 2011 — they could sneak away with the Legends title. Fitzgerald spent the spring talk- 
ing about five minutes from last year. His 2013 focus is 12 games. They should be good ones. 


CJOREGONSTATEBEAUERS 


That's right, folks, OSU has gone completely over to the Dark Side. The Beavers have worn 
Nike duds for a while, but they now look like an orange-and-back version of that place over in 
Eugene. There's even a new, attack-Beaver logo that the folks in Corvallis hope makes them as 


ate: Greg LeBoeuf 


uiller 


cool as their Civil War rivals. That's not going to be easy, since Nike CEO Phil Knight gives be 
just about every spare penny to his alma mater. Ey 
The Beavers won't be as good as Oregon, but they had a strong 2012 that they should be able 25 
to build upon. If, that is, they fix their two lines. Junior college reinforcements will help the de- a 
fensive front, while the O-line had better get nastier. Oregon State must decide on a quarter- §3 
back, too. Is it Sean Mannion or Cody Vaz? Well, who is it? The winner gets to throw to 32 
Brandin Cooks and hand off to Storm Woods. And everybody will look a little cooler in the | | 3 3 
new duds. | #4 
az 
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USC: Peter Brouillet; Arkansas: Paul Levy 


SAREASRIS SHE 


26. USC 
| 27. UCLA 44. Northern Illinois 
28. Vanderbilt 45. Texas Tech 68. Washington State | 
| 29. Miami 46. Tennessee 69. lowa | 
30. Virginia Tech 47. Rutgers _ 70. Wake Forest | 4 
31. Kansas State 48. Missouri 71. South Florida | 97. Temple g | 
32. Michigan State 49. Arkansas 72. Marshall 98. MTSU | 
33. Ole Miss 50. Tulsa 73. Duke 99. UTEP | 
34. Georgia Tech 51. UCF 74. Ball State | 100. New Mexico | 
35. Cincinnati 52. Pittsburgh 75, Syracuse 101. Kent State | 
36. Baylor _ 53. Maryland | 76. Nevada | 102. Western Michigan | 
37. Washington | 54. NC State 77. East Carolina / 103. Buffalo 
38. North Carolina | 55. California | 78. Purdue / 104. UNLV 
39. Penn State _ 56. West Virginia 79. Toledo | 105. Arkansas State 
| 40. Arizona 57. lowa State 80. ULM | 106. Troy 
41. Mississippi State 58. Utah 81. Rice ~-107. UAB 
42. Auburn 59. Indiana _ 82. Air Force 108. Southern Miss 
43. BYU 60. Utah State _ 83. UConn 109. Tulane 
61. Minnesota | 84, Boston College | 110. North Texas 
62. Virginia | 85. Colorado _ 111. Central Michigan 
| 63. San Jose State - 86. Illinois 112. Miami (Ohio) 
_ 64. San Diego State 87. Bowling Green 113. Army 
65. Kentucky | 88. Kansas 114. Akron 
66. Louisiana-Lafayette | 89. Ohio "115. Texas State 
| 67. Navy | 90. Louisiana Tech 116. FAU 
91. Western Kentucky 117. South Alabama 
| 92. Houston | 118. FIU 
93. Wyoming 119. Hawaii 
_ 94, SMU 120. Eastern Michigan 
| 95. Colorado State 121. UTSA 


"96. Memphis | 122. New Mexico State 
123. Idaho 

| 124. UMass 

| 125. Georgia State 
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' ACC 
| Atlantic Division 
1. Clemson 12-1, 8-0 
2. Florida State 10-2, 7-1 
3. Maryland 7-5, 4-4 
4. NC State 7-5, 3-5 
5. Wake Forest 6-6, 3-5 
6. Syracuse 4-8, 2-6 
7. Boston College 4-8, 1-7 


Coastal Division 
1. Miami 9-4, 6-2 
2. Virginia Tech 8-4, 5-3 
3. Georgia Tech 8-4, 5-3 
4. North Carolina 8-4, 5-3 
5. Pittsburgh 6-6, 3-5 
6. Virginia 4-8, 2-6 
7. Duke 5-7, 2-6 


AMERICAN 
1. Louisville 11-1, 7-1 
2. Cincinnati 9-3, 6-2 
3. Rutgers 7-5, 5-3 
4. UCF 7-5, 5-3 
5. South Florida 7-5, 5-3 
6. UConn 5-7, 3-5 
7. Houston 5-7, 3-5 
8. SMU 4-8, 3-5 
9. Memphis 4-8, 2-6 
10. Temple 4-8, 1-7 


| BIG Te 

1. Oklahoma State 10-2, 7-2 
2. Oklahoma 9-3, 7-2 
3. Texas 9-3, 6-3 
4. TCU 8-4, 6-3 
5. Kansas State 8-4, 5-4 
6. Baylor 8-4, 5-4 
7. Texas Tech 7-5, 4-5 
8. West Virginia 6-6, 3-6 
9. lowa State 5-7, 2-7 

10. Kansas 3-9, 0-9 


Records are projections for the 2013 season: overall and conference 


BiG TEN 


| Leaders 


1. Ohio State 13-0, 8-0 
2. Wisconsin 9-3, 6-2 
3. Penn State 8-4, 4-4 
4. Indiana 6-6, 3-5 

5. Purdue 4-8, 2-6 

6. Illinois 4-8, 1-7 


Legends 
1. Michigan 10-3, 6-2 
2. Nebraska 9-3, 6-2 
3. Northwestern 9-3, 5-3 
4. Michigan State 7-5, 4-4 
5. Minnesota 6-6, 2-6 
6. lowa 4-8, 1-7 


CONFERENCE USA 
East 
1. Marshall 8-5, 6-2 
2. East Carolina 7-5, 6-2 
3. Middle Tennessee 7-5, 5-3 
4. UAB 5-7, 4-4 
5. Southern Miss 5-7, 4-4 
6. FAU 3-9, 2-6 
7. FIU 2-10, 1-7 


West 
1. Tulsa 10-3, 7-1 
2. Rice 8-4, 6-2 
3. Louisiana Tech 7-5, 6-2 
4. UTEP 5-7, 4-4 
5. Tulane 4-8, 2-6 
6. North Texas 3-9, 2-6 
7. UTSA 1-11, 1-7 


INDEPENDENTS 
1. Notre Dame 10-2 
2. BYU 7-5 
3. Navy 7-5 
4. Army 3-9 
5. New Mexico State 2-10 
6. Idaho 1-11 


PAC-12 
florth 
1. Oregon 12-1, 8-1 
2. Stanford 10-2, 7-2 
3. Oregon State 8-4, 5-4 
4. Washington 7-5, 4-5 


MAC §. California 4-8, 3-6 
East 6. Washington State 4-8, 2-7 

1. Bowling Green 8-5, 7-1 | South 

2. Ohio 9-3, 6-2 1. Arizona State 8-5, 6-3 

3. Kent State 6-6, 4-4 2. USC 9-4, 6-3 

4. Buffalo 5-7, 4-4 3. UCLA 8-4, 5-4 

5. Miami (Ohio) 4-8, 4-4 4. Arizona 7-5, 4-5 

6. Akron 2-10, 1-7 5. Utah 5-7, 3-6 

7. UMass 1-11, 0-8 6. Colorado 3-9, 1-8 
West 

1. Northern Illinois 10-3, 7-1 

2. Ball State 9-3, 6-2 SEC 

3. Toledo 8-4, 6-2 East 


4. Western Michigan 6-6, 5-3 
5. Central Michigan 3-9, 2-6 
6. Eastern Michigan 1-11, 0-8 


1. Georgia 10-3, 7-1 

2. South Carolina 10-2, 6-2 
3. Florida 9-3, 5-3 

4, Vanderbilt 8-4, 4-4 

5. Tennessee 6-6, 3-5 

6. Missouri 5-7, 1-7 

7. Kentucky 4-8, 1-7 


West 
1. Alabama 13-0, 8-0 
2. Texas A&M 10-2, 6-2 
3. LSU 9-3, 5-3 
4. Ole Miss 7-5, 4-4 
5. Mississippi State 6-6, 3-5 
6. Auburn 6-6, 2-6 
7. Arkansas 5-7, 1-7 


MOUNTAIN WEST 
Mountain 
1. Boise State 12-1, 8-0 
2. Utah State 7-5, 6-2 
3. Air Force 6-6, 4-4 
4. Wyoming 7-5, 4-4 
5. Colorado State 5-8, 3-5 
6. New Mexico 4-8, 1-7 


West 
1. Fresno State 10-3, 6-2 
2. San Jose State 7-5, 5-3 
3. San Diego State 7-5, 5-3 


4. Nevada 6-6, 5-3 SUN BELT 
5. UNLV 3-9, 1-7 1. Louisiana-Lafayette 9-3, 6-1 
6. Hawaii 1-11, 0-8 2. ULM 7-5, 5-2 


3. Western Kentucky 7-5, 5-2 
4. Arkansas State 6-6, 4-3 

5. Troy 6-6, 4-3 

6. Texas State 4-8, 2-5 

7. South Alabama 3-9, 2-5 

8. Georgia State 1-11, 0-7 
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Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 


New Mexico \ 
Pac-12 vs. MWC 
Washington vs. Air Force 


Famous Idaho Potato 

MWC vs. MAC 

Nevada vs. Bowling Green 
Poinsettia 

Army vs. MWC 

Arizona* vs. San Diego State | 
Beef ‘O'Brady’s | 

American vs. C-USA | 

Pittsburgh* vs. Louisiana Tech | 
New Orleans 

Sun Belt vs. C-USA 

UL-Lafayette vs. Middle Tennessee 
Las Vegas 

Pac-12 vs. MWC 

Oregon State vs. Fresno State 


Hawaii 
MWC vs. C-USA 
San Jose State vs. East Carolina 


Little Caesars Pizza 
MAC vs. Big Ten 
Northern Illinois vs. Minnesota 


Belk 

ACC vs. American 

North Carolina vs, South Florida | 
Military 
C-USA vs. ACC 

Marshall vs. Maryland | 


Holiday 
Pac-12 vs. Big 12 
Arizona State vs. Kansas State 


AdvoCare V100 
ACC vs. SEC 
NC State vs. Auburn 


Russell Athletic 
American vs. ACC 
Cincinnati vs. Miami (Fla.) 


Meineke Car Care of Texas 
Big 12 vs. Big Ten 
TCU vs. Indiana 

Alamo | 
Pac-12 vs. Big 12 
Stanford vs. Oklahoma 
Armed Forces 

Navy vs. MWC 

Navy vs. Utah State / 


* According to our projections, Army, the Big Ten and the American will fail to fill their allotted slots. 


SO} Ss} SOWUIL, 


Pinstripe 


American vs. Big 12 
Rutgers vs. West Virginia 
Music City 

SEC vs. ACC 

Ole Miss vs. Georgia Tech 
Buffalo Wild Wings 

Big 12 vs. Big Ten 

Baylor vs. Northwestern 
Sun 

ACC vs. Pac-12 

Virginia Tech vs. UCLA 


Kraft Fight Hunger | 


BYU vs. Pac-12 

BYU vs. USC 

Liberty 

C-USA vs. SEC 

Tulsa vs. Tennessee 
Chick-fil-A 

SEC vs. ACC 

South Carolina vs. Florida State 
Heart of Dallas 
C-USA vs. Big Ten 
Rice vs. Texas Tech* 


Capital One 


SEC vs. Big Ten 


Texas A&M vs. Wisconsin | 


Outback 

SEC vs. Big Ten 

Florida vs. Nebraska 

Gator 

SEC vs. Big Ten 

Vanderbilt vs. Michigan State 
Cotton 

Big 12 vs. SEC 

Texas vs. LSU 


BBVA Compass 


SEC vs. American 
Mississippi State vs. UCF* 


GoDaddy.com 
Sun Belt vs. MAC 


ULM vs. Ball State } 


PIROIEE NonsS 


BCS BOWLS 


Rose // Michigan vs. Oregon 
Fiesta // Oklahoma State vs. Boise State 
Sugar // Georgia vs. Louisville 
Orange // Clemson vs. Notre Dame 
National Title // Alabama vs. Ohio State 
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by Craig Haley 


1. NORTH DAROTA STATE (14-1, 7-1 mvc) 


A uemendous amount of returning talent powers the Bison as they 
seek a third straight national title. Cornerback Marcus Williams and 
linebacker Grant Olson fuel the nation’s stingiest defense, and quar- 
terback Brock Jensen will feed 1,000-yard backs Sam Ojuri and John 
Crockett. A word of caution for Kansas State, which hosts the Bison 
on Aug. 30: coach Craig Bohl’s program is 6-3 against FBS oppo- 
nents since joining the FCS ranks in 2006. 


2. MONTANA STATE (11-2, 7-1 Big Sky) 

The three-time defending Big Sky champions welcome back line- 
backer Na’a Moeakiola and defensive end Brad Daly but have several 
holes to plug on defense. This season, the Bobcats offense has to lead 
the way, and it can, behind fourth-year starting quarterback DeNar- 
ius McGhee, running back Cody Kirk and receiver Tanner Bleskin. 


3. GEORGIA SOUTHERN (10-4, 6-2 Southem) 


The FBS-bound Eagles are ineligible for the Southern Conference 
title and a playoff berth after three straight semifinal-round ap- 

pearances, With a solid offensive line and the return of quarterback 

Jerick McKinnon (1,817 rushing yards, 20 rushing TDs) and full- 

back Dominique Swope (1,246, 17 total TDs), Georgia Southern's 

triple option attack could lead the FCS in rushing once again. 


4. SAM HOUSTON STATE (11-4, 6-1 Southland) 


‘Two straight losses in the national final are motivating coach Willie Fritz’s 
squad. The offense will score in bunches with the return of quarterback 
Brian Bell, All-America running back Timothy Flanders and multi-di- 
mensional running back/receiver Richard Sincere. Still, the defense is vul- 
nerable after suffering key losses. 


5. UILLANQUA (8-4, 6-2 caA) 


With the return of 18 starters, veteran coach Andy Talley seemingly has one 
of his better teams, although a competitive CAA race will test the Wild- 
cats. Quarterback John Robertson, the 2012 Jerry Rice Award winner, has 
fellow playmakers in running backs Kevin Monangai and Jamal Abdur- 
Rahman. Plus, the Wildcats are as deep in the trenches as any FCS team. 


6. APPALACHIAN STATE (3-4, 6-2 Southem) 


Scott Satterfield faces the difficult task of replacing legendary coach Jerry 
Moore as the Mountaineers head toward the FBS. Ineligible for the SoCon 
title and a playoff berth, they feature a terrific passing game led by quar- 
terback Jamal Jackson and receivers Sean Price, Andrew Peacock and Tony 
Washington. 


?. EASTERN WASHINGTON (11-3, 7-1 Big Sky) 


The Eagles’ schedule is diabolical — road games at Oregon State, Toledo, 
Sam Houston State, Montana and Cal Poly, and a home date against Mon- 
tana State. Can they overcome it? Last season's national semifinalists expect 
to with the likes of quarterback Vernon Adams, linebacker Ronnie Ham- 
lin and cornerback T.J. Lee III. 


North Dakota State RB Sam Ojuri 


Montana State OB DeNarius McGhee 


8. TOWSON (7-4, 6-2 caa) 


Junior running back Terrance West has scored 44 touchdowns in 
his career and is beaming over the return of all five starting of- 
fensive linemen. Wisconsin transfer Joe Brennan may take over 
at quarterback, while the defense will be strong at linebacker and 
defensive back. 


9. MONTANA (5-6, 3-5 Big Sky) 


The Grizzlies are still coming out of a tumultuous period, in- 
cluding last year's first losing record since 1985. The reinstate- 
ment of 2011 starting quarterback Jordan Johnson could settle 
the position again. The defense is stacked in the front seven with 
end Zach Wagenmann and senior linebackers Jordan Tripp, 
Brock Coyle and John Kanongata’a. 


10. SOUTH DAKOTA STATE (9-4, 6-2 mvc) 

Zach Zenner led the FCS in rushing yards (2,044 yards) as a 
sophomore and is the focal point of the offense. But the Jackrab- 
bits need quarterback Austin Sumner to provide his 2011 level 
of production instead of last year’s drop-off. Sophomore line- 
backer T.J. Lally is a big-game player already. 
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Ojuri: Andrew Dieb/Tcon SMI; McGhee: Boyd Ivey/lcon SMI 


T1. MEW HAMPSHIRE (8-4, 6-2 CAA) 
Opponents will be hard-pressed to slow the Wildcats’ 
bid for a 10th straight FCS playoff berth. Nico Steriti, 
who averaged 6.6 yards per carry as a sophomore, 
heads a deep running attack, and quarterbacks Sean 
Goldrich and Andy Vailas always get the ball to jun- 
ior wide receiver R.J. Harris. New Hampshire must 
replace linebacker Matt Evans, the school’s all-time 
tackles leader. 


Te. CENTRAL ARKANSAS (9-3, 6-1 Southland) 
Dual-threat quarterback Wynrick Smothers (3,103 
yards passing, 449 yards rushing in 2012) and de- 
fensive end Jonathan Woodard are poised for big 
seasons for the Bears, who have yet to lose in two 
seasons on their purple-and-gray turf. Linebacker 
Justin Heard and cornerback Jestin Love also star 
for the emerging defense. 


13. RICHMOND (8-3, 6-2 CAA) 

The Spiders enjoyed a five-win improvement in 
coach Danny Rocco's first season as the head coach, 
and they may be poised for another leap forward 
with the return of 18 starters. In a run-heavy CAA, 
senior wideout Ben Edwards (80 receptions) stands 
out for quarterback Michael Strauss. Defensive line- 
men Evan Kelly and Kerry Wynn track down the op- 
posing quarterbacks. 


14. NORTHERN IOWA (5-6, 4-4 MVC) 

The Panthers have softened the schedule after 
overindulging last season — at Wisconsin and at 
lowa in the first three weeks of the season — and 
they expect to get back on track behind junior run- 
ning back David Johnson and sophomore quarter- 
back Sawyer Kollmorgen. Placekicker Tyler 
Sievertsen, who's made 28-of-33 career field goal 
attempts, likes the comforts of the UNI Dome. 


15. CAL POLY (9-3, 7-1 Big Sky) 

After making a splash in their Big Sky debut, the 
Mustangs return a veteran squad, but their losses 
include quarterback Andre Broadous and 1,500-yard 
back Deonte Williams. Slotback Kristaan Ivory is the 
new offensive star, and defensive tackle Sullivan 
Grosz gets into opponents’ backfields. 


16. NORTHERN ARIZONA (8-3, 6-2 Big Sky) 
Two season-ending losses — at home vs. Southern 
Utah and Cal Poly — sabotaged the Lumberjacks, 
who return 18 starters. Running back Zach Bauman 
seeks a fourth straight 1,000-yard season, and fel- 
low seniors Anders Battle and Lucky Dozier head- 
line one of the better secondaries in the FCS. 


Te. JAMES MADISON (7-4, 5-3 CAA) 
Sophomore quarterback Michael Birdsong is a star 
in the making, and running back Dae‘Quan Scott 
does a little bit of everything for the Dukes. All- 
America middle linebacker Stephon Robertson 
works sideline to sideline, backed by emerging 
safety Dean Marlowe. 


18. CHATTANOOGA (6-5, 5-3 Southern) 
The Mocs are primed for SoCon title contention with 
the conference's best defense, featuring 2012 De- 
fensive Player of the Year Davis Tull at end, line- 
backer Wes Dothard and cornerback Kadeem Wise. 
Jacob Huesman, son of coach Russ Huesman, has 
supplanted Terrell Robinson at quarterback. 


19. WOFFORD (9-4, 6-2 Southern) 

With FBS-bound Appalachian State and Georgia 
Southern ineligible for the SoCon title, the Terriers 
are the league favorites. They lose standout Eric Bre- 
itenstein but now feature fullback Donovan Johnson, 
who has 1,793 career rushing yards. Linebacker Mike 
McCrimon and Alvin Scioneaux are rocks on defense. 


20. EASTERN ILLINOIS (7-5, 6-1 OVC) 
Behind his lethal passing attack, first-year coach 
Dino Babers took the Panthers from worst to first in 
the Ohio Valley Conference. Quarterback Jimmy 
Garoppolo and wide receiver Erik Lora, whose 136 
receptions set the FCS single-season record, lead 
the passing game. 


21. TENNESSEE STATE (8-3, 4-3 OVC) 
After beginning last season with seven straight 
wins, the Tigers need talented junior quarterback 
Michael German to be their closer. Much of the de- 
fense returns, including shutdown cornerback 
Steven Godbolt Ill and aptly named linebacker Nick 
Thrasher, their leading tackler. 


22. DELAWARE (5-6, 2-6 CAA) 

New coach Dave Brock inherits a talented team that 
features senior tailback Andrew Pierce (3,637 ca- 
reer rushing yards) and, the Blue Hens hope, a 
healthier Trent Hurley at quarterback. Linebacker 
Jeff Williams broke in as a premier pass-rusher last 
season. 


23. YOUNGSTOWN STATE (7-4, 4-4 MVC) 
A tough schedule in November means the Penguins 
need a fast start as they chase their first playoff ap- 
pearance since 2006. Quarterback Kurt Hess will air 
it out to make amends for last season's disappoint- 
ment. 


24. ILLINOIS STATE (9-4, 5-3 MVC) 

The Redbirds have filled major holes on offense with 
transfers — quarterback Jared Barnett, from lowa 
State, and power running back Collin Keoshian, from 
Glendale (Calif.) Community College. Premier de- 
fensive end Colton Underwood has to lead a defense 
that also sustained heavy losses. 


25. THE CITADEL (7-4, 5-3 Southern) 

A rare sweep of Appalachian State and Georgia 
Southern last season could be a prelude for an even 
better 2013. The Bulldogs’ triple option returns quar- 
terbacks Ben Dupree and Aaron Miller, 1,000-yard 
fullback Darien Robinson and a veteran offensive 
line. 


FCS ALL-AMERICA 
TEAM 
OFFENSE 


iii) OeNarius McGhee 6-0, 210, Sr. Montana State 
Shakir Bell 5-8, 185, Sr. Indiana State 

6-0, 215, Jr. South Dakota State 
§-10, 181, Sr. Eastern Illinois 
6-5, 210, So. Appalachian State 
6-4, 245, Jr. Tennessee State 
6-3, 200, Sr. Youngstown State 
6-3, 290, Sr. Southern Utah 

6-4, 300, Sr. Eastern Washington 
6-8, 345, Sr. Stony Brook 

6-6, 300, Sr. North Dakota State 
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Sean Price 
A.C. Leonard 
Chris Elkins 


avin Farr 


Steven Forgette 


Michael Bamiro 


Billy Turner 


DEFENSE 
TTS Davis Tull 


DE 
OT 
OT 


6-3, 230, Jr. Chattanooga 
‘olton Underwood 6-4, 255, Sr. Illinois State 
6-2, 305, Sr. Princeton 
6-2, 290, Sr. Villanova 
6-0, 223, Sr. North Dakota State 
tephon Robertson 5-11, 220, Sr. James Madison 

i 6-4, 244, Sr. Montana 
Steven Godbolt Il 6-1, 180, Jr. Tennessee State 
Marcus Williams §-11, 194, Sr. North Dakota State 
‘aleb Schaffitzel 6-0, 214, Jr. Missouri State 
faquiski Tart 6-1, 220, Jr. Samford 


araun Reid 
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ntoine Lewis 
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SPECIALISTS 
Colton Cook 


Andy Wilder 


Fabian Truss 


§-8, 177, Sr. Southern Utah 

6-3, 205, Sr. Northern Arizona 
5-9,190, Sr. Samford 

5-9, 180, Sr. North Carolina A&T 


D'Vonte Graham 


PROJECTED PLAYOFF QUALIFIERS 


» Bethune-Cookman (MEAC champ) 

» Cal Poly (at-large) 

» Central Arkansas (at-large) 

» Chattanooga (Southern champ) 

» Colgate [Patriot champ) 

Eastern Illinois (Ohio Valley champ) 
» Eastern Washington (at-large) 

» James Madison (at-large) 

» Liberty (Big South champ) 
Montana State (Big Sky champ) 

» Montana (at-large) 

» New Hampshire (at-large) 

» North Dakota State (Missouri Valley champ) 
» Northern Arizona (at-large) 

» Northern lowa (at-targe) 

» Richmond (at-large) 

» Sam Houston State (Southland champ) 
» San Diego (Pioneer champ) 

» South Dakota State (at-large) 

» Tennessee State (at-large) 

» Towson (at-large) 

» Villanova (CAA champ) 

» Wagner (Northeast champ) 

» Wofford (at-large) 
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ATHLON SPORTS 


FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE 


JOHNNY MANZIEL 
Ka’DEEM CAREY 
TODD GURLEY 
MARQISE LEE 
SAMMY WATKINS 
AUSTIN SEFERIAN-JENKINS 
GABE IKARD 

CYRIL RICHARDSON 
DAVID YANKEY 
TAYLOR LEWAN 

JAKE MATTHEWS 
De'ANTHONY THOMAS 


DEFENSE 
JADEVEON CLOWNEY 
STEPHON TUITT 
LOUIS NIX III 

WILL SUTTON 

C.J. MOSLEY 

RYAN SHAZIER 
KYLE VAN NOY 

IFO EKPRE-OLOMU 
BRADLEY ROBY 

HA HA CLINTON-DIX 
ED REYNOLDS 


SPECIALISTS 
CAIRO SANTOS 
KYLE CHRISTY 
DUKE JOHNSON 
VENRIC MARK 


| | 


20s PRESERSON 


6-1 200 
5-10 196 
6-1 218 
6-0 195 
6-1 205 
6-6 266 
6-3 298 
6-5 335 
6-5 311 
6-8 308 
6-5 305 
5-9 176 


6-6 272 
6-6 303 
6-3 326 
6-1 288 
6-2 232 
6-2 222 
6-3 235 
5-10 190 
5-11 193 
6-1 208 
6-2 205 


5-8 160 
6-3 193 
5-9 194 
5-8 175 


Texas A&M 
Arizona 
Georgia 
USC 
Clemson 
Washington 
Oklahoma 
Baylor 
Stanford 
Michigan 
Texas A&M 
Oregon 


South Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Notre Dame 
Arizona State 
Alabama 

Ohio State 
BYU 


Oregon . f 
Ohio State Ge # 


fecal CAROLINA 


Stanford 


Tulane 
Florida 
Miami 
Northwestern Jadeveon 


Clowney 
M G 
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Miller: Joe Robbins; Borland: Brian Ebner ;Crichton: Craig Mitchelldyer; Boyd: Wade Payne 


Manziel; Chris Covatt; Clowney: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; 
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ATHLON SPORTS 


Ok f) @ a 
0-1 Braxton Miller Scott Crichton Tajh Boyd Chris Borland 
OFFENSE OFFENSE 
ag BRAXTON MILLER 6-2 215 Jr. Ohio State n TAJH BOYD 6-1 225 Sr. Clemson 
© LACHE SEASTRUNK 5-10 210 Jr Baylor 6 DUKE JOHNSON 5-9 194 So. Miami 
6 T.J. YELDON 6-2 218 So. Alabama 6 VENRIC MARK 5-8 175 Sr. — Northwestern 
AMARI COOPER 6-1 208 Jr. Alabama DAVANTE ADAMS 6-2 200 So. — Fresno State 
ve JORDAN MATTHEWS 6-3 205 Sr. Vanderbilt ve MIKE EVANS 6-5 225 So. Texas A&M 
4 ARTHUR LYNCH 6-5 258 Sr. Georgia 4 CHRIS COYLE 6-3. 222 Sr. _ Arizona State 
TRAVIS SWANSON 6-5 314 Sr. Arkansas HRONISS GRASU 6-3. 294 Jr. Oregon 
iv iy 
6 SPENCER LONG 6-4 315 Sr. Nebraska 6 GABE JACKSON 6-4 335 Sr. Mississippi State 
XAVIER SU'A-FILO 6-3 304 Jr UCLA ANTHONY STEEN 6-3 309 Sr. Alabama 
: CYRUS KOUANDJIO 6-6 310 Jr Alabama 2 JAMES HURST 6-7 305 Sr. North Carolina 
i ANTONIO RICHARDSON 6-6 332 Jr. — Tennessee ‘ ZACK MARTIN 6-4 304 Sr. Notre Dame 
" KAIN COLTER 6-0 190 Sr. Northwestern ¥ DRI ARCHER 5-8 175 Sr. — Kent State 
DEFENSE DEFENSE 
q SCOTT CRICHTON 6-3 260 Jr. — Oregon State MORGAN BRESLIN 6-2 250 Sr USC 
£ DEVONTE FIELDS 6-4 240 So. TCU Y AARON LYNCH 6-6 244 So. South Florida 
oC TIMMY JERNIGAN 6-2 298 Jr. — Florida State i CALVIN BARNETT 6-2 300 Sr. Oklahoma State 
iota ea 26 so Se 
18 ARR 6-4 245 Sr UCLA 8 CHRIS BORLAND 5-11 248 Sr. Wisconsin 
8 TRENT MURPHY 6-6 261 Sr. Stanford 6 MAX BULLOUGH 6-3. 242 Sr. Michigan State 
8 SHAYNE SKOV 6-3 244 Sr. Stanford @ SHAQ THOMPSON 6-2 225 So. Washington 
8 AARON COLVIN 6-0 181 Sr. Oklahoma 8 QUANDRE DIGGS 5-10 200 Jr Texas : 
8 JASON VERRETT 5-10 176 Sr TCU 8 ANDRE HAL 6-0 184 Sr. Vanderbilt 
DION BAILEY 6-0 210 Jr USC CRAIG LOSTON 6-2 205 Sr. LSU 
5 S 
6 TY ZIMMERMAN 6-1 204 Sr. Kansas State a HAKEEM SMITH 6-1 187 Sr. _ Louisville 
SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS 
X JEFF BUDZIEN 5-11 165 Sr. — Northwestern q CHRIS BOSWELL 6-2 200 Sr Rice 
g KIRBY VAN DER CAMP 6-4 211 Sr. lowa State 9 MIKE SADLER 6-0 185 Jr. Michigan State 
K MAROISE LEE 6-0 195 Jr USC K JUSTIN GILBERT 6-0 200 Sr. Oklahoma State 
oR MARCUS MURPHY 5-9 185 Jr Missouri OK TRAMAINE THOMPSON 5-8 167 Sr. Kansas State 
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ATHLON’ SPORTS’ COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


1. Texas A&M \UNNING BACK 1. USC 
2. Ohio State 1. Georgia 2. Alabama 


3 Clemson 2. Alabama 3. Georgia 
4. Alabama 3. Texas 4. Oklahoma State 
4. Oregon 5. Florida State 

6. Louisville 5. Texas A&M 6. Clemson 

7. Georgia 6. Wisconsin 7. Louisville 

8. Nebraska 7. Baylor 8. Oklahoma 

9. UCLA 8. Ohio State 9. Fresno State 
10. Fresno State 9. Nebraska 10. Washington 

10. Arizona ) 


5. Oregon 


1. Stanford 2, Tapas 3. Ohio State i Oklahoma 5. Kansas State 
6. Texas A&M 7. Miami (Fla.) 8. Alabama 9. Cincinnati 10. Florida State 


1. South Carolina lEBE 1. Florida 
2. Notre Dame 1. Stanford 2. Ohio State 


3. Arizona State 2. Alabama 3. Oregon 
3. UCLA 4. Alabama 
4. Michigan State 5. Stanford 
5. LSU 6. TCU 


6. Virginia Tech 
7. Oregon 
8. TCU 
9. Stanford 
10. Ohio State 


6. Notre Dame 
7. Florida State 


10. Clemson 


7. Florida State 

8. Virginia Tech 

9. Michigan State 
10. Notre Dame 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 


Ingredients 
2 (bs. 12-15 ct. jumbo shrimp 

1, cup extra virgin olive oil 

1 cup Texas Pete® Fiery Sweet Wing Sauce 
Salt and pepper to taste 

1 bunch fresh cilantro 

Preparation: Season shrimp with extra virgin olive oil, salt and pepper. Refrigerate for up to an hour. 
Pre-heat the grill to medium high and cook shrimp 2-3 minutes per side. Remove from grill and in a large 


bowl combine with Texas Pete® Fiery Sweet Sauce and toss thoroughly. Sprinkle with chopped fresh 
cilantro and serve. 


Ingredients 
2 lbs. Ground Beef 

1 tsp. salt 

1 tsp. ground black pepper 

3 tsp. Texas Pete® Hotter Hot Sauce 
1 tsp. granulated garlic powder 

2 tbsp. grated onion 


Preparation: Incorporate all seasonings thoroughly into ground beef in a large mixing bowl. Let the 
ground beef sit covered for at least 30 minutes in the refrigerator before forming the patties. 


Form patties and grill burgers to desired doneness. Serve on a warm bun with condiments and 
accompaniments. 
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Ingredients 

1 cup Texas Pete® Original 
Hot Sauce 

, cup Cajun seasoning 

1 tbsp. garlic, fresh, minced 
2 cup olive oil 


Preparation: Place all ingredients in 
a large mixing bowl and mix well. De- 
pending upon the meat you are marinat- 
ing, marinate the meat from 12 to 24 
hours in the refrigerator. Tender or 
small cuts of meat can marinate for 12 
hours. Tougher cuts or larger cuts of 
meat can marinate for up to 24 hours. 


When ready, scrape off excess marinade 
from the meat before cooking. 


Suggestions: This marinade can be 
used for steaks, shrimp, chicken or your 
favorite meat to grill. 
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| -— THE ESSENTIAL TOOLS OF 


- TAILGATIN 


Strike On Box 
Matches 


CLOSE BEFORE STRING KEEP AWAY FROM 0 
Made in USA 


we 


Blient for Removing: 
Labels -¢ Grease 
Tar © Oil Stains 


Excelente para quitar: 


Rtiquetss + Grasa - Brea - Accite 


FLAMMABLE * HARMFUL OR 
FATAL IF SWALLOWED * READ CAUTION 
| STATEMENT CAREFULLY 

INFLAMABLE © NOCIVO O 
FATAL SI SE INGIERE © SLEA CONATENCION EA 
DECLARACION DE PRECAUCION 
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Chicken Quesadilla 


Ingredients 

1 tub of Curly’s Sauceless Chicken 
1 packet of taco seasoning 

4-6 burrito size tortillas 

Shredded mild cheddar, or 
Monterey Jack cheese 

Finely chopped onion 

Finely chopped green or red pepper 


The following are optional: chopped tomatoes, iceberg lettuce, sour cream, 
salsa, guacamole 


20 minutes 


TAILGATING 


Easy 4-6 Servings 


Preparation:Put all chicken into a non-stick skillet (break up any large pieces of chicken). 
Sprinkle in all the taco seasoning and prepare chicken mixture according to directions on taco 
packet. Using a well-heated skillet with a light coat of vegetable oil, place a tortilla in the skillet 
and top with chicken, cheese, onion and peppers. Flip the tortilla to a half moon shape. Heat 
about 15 seconds and flip the tortilla so the other side can get toasted. Slice the tortilla and 
serve. If so desired, add your favorite toppings. 


Smoked Pork “Slaw on the Bottom” Minis 
Ingredients 

1 tub of Curly’s Famous Pulled 
Pork BBQ (YUM!) 

Your favorite BBQ sauce 

Your favorite coleslaw 

(place on the bottom) 

6 mini sesame seed buns 


Serve with your favorite sides of chips, pickle or pork-n-beans. 
15 minutes 


Easy 


6 Servings 


Preparation: Follow Curly’s microwave cooking instructions on package. Remove Curly’s cooked 
tub from your microwave (be careful, it’s hot). Add your favorite BBQ sauce and ample servings of deli- 
cious Curly’s on top of your favorite coleslaw and sesame seed buns. 


Beef Steak Kabobs 


Ingredients 

1 tub of Curly’s Sauceless Beef Steak 

1 bottle of teriyaki sauce 

1 large red onion, cut into 4-inch wide rings 

1 large red pepper seeded, and cut into quarters 

1 large green pepper seeded, and cut into quarters 
Fresh mushrooms 


1 cup halved grape or cherry tomatoes Stl 


Skewers, if wooden, soaked in water for 20 to 30 minutes 
30 minutes 


Medium 


6 servings 


Preparation: Marinate vegetables in teriyaki sauce before grilling. Wrap an individual vegetable 
with a slice of Curly’s Beef Steak and place on skewer, alternating vegetables until skewer is full. 
Place on grill for 10 minutes and serve. 


BBQ Sauced 


Beef Tacos 
Ingredients 

1 tub of Curly’s Famous Pulled 
Beef BBQ (YUM!) 

1 package taco shells 

1 tbsp. chopped tomato 
Shredded lettuce 

1 oz. shredded cheddar cheese 
1 tbsp. guacamole 

1 tbsp. sour cream 


15 minutes 


Easy 6 Servings 


Preparation: Follow Curly’s microwave 
cooking instructions on package. 


Remove Curly’s cooked tub from your 
microwave (careful, it’s hot). 


Layer ingredients in a warmed taco shell 
and you're ready for a fiesta — CURLY’S 
STYLE! 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Tailgate with Curly’s. 


We smoke our Pulled Pork and Sausage for hours over a natural hickory wood fire. 
So they’re ready in minutes from your grill or microwave. Making you, the Smoke Master! 


ro we 


: .uOURS 
SOKED FO Hour 
SMOIDY IN MINUTES 


Big House 
Sausage 


_ Ingredients: 

*] Package of Curly’s Smokehouse Sausage Links 
_ *1 Tub of Curly’s Sauceless Pulled Pork 
Fs *1 package of Hot Dog buns 

Your favorite BBQ sauce 


‘Directions: 


Grill (or heat in microwave) the Curly’s Smokehouse Sausage 
links. Follow Curly’s Pulled Pork microwave cooking instructions 

on package and remove from microwave (be careful, it’s hot!). 
Place Curly’s Smokehouse Link on a bun and add pulled pork on 
top. Drizzle with your favorite BBQ sauce and enjoy. 


- Reccomended Side Dish: Beer. 


Ready in Minutes 


Check out Curlys.com for more recipes and ideas. 
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Texas Pete® Pork Tenderloin with Apple mise ss mri 
Ingredients 

2 pieces pork tenderloin, grilled and basted 
2 cups Texas Pete® Chipotle Hot Sauce 
Y, cup Texas Pete® Hotter Hot Sauce 
Hoagie roll, toasted 

Slaw Ingredients 

2 apples, diced small a + : 
'% jicama root, peeled and diced small | Preparation: Pre-heat grill to medium high Slaw Preparation: Combine all ingredi- 


Yo head napa cabbage, chopped and grill pork tenderloin until internal temper- ents and gently fold together. Refrigerate for 
2 carrots, shredded ature reaches 150° F. Baste continuously with 45 minutes to allow flavors to develop. Place 
V : ta oil delicious combination of Texas Pete® Chipo- _ slaw on toasted hoagie roll and arrange pork 

#CUp cand a a : tle Hot Sauce and Texas Pete® Hotter Hot tenderloin slices atop slaw. Drizzle with Texas 
3 tbsp. rice wine vinegar Sauce. Allow to rest, then slice. Pete® Chipotle Hot Sauce and Texas Pete® 
‘ cup scallion, chopped Hotter Hot Sauce. 


Curly’s Buffalo Chicken Dip 
Ingredients 

Vo tub of Curly’s Sauceless Chicken (broken into smaller, bite-size bits) 
2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, softened 

1 cup blue cheese dressing 

3/, cup pepper sauce 


12 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
Celery and/or crackers for dipping 30 minutes 
Preparation: Heat the oven to 350° F. Stir the cream cheese in a 9-inch deep dish pie plate 


with a fork or whisk until it’s smooth. Stir in the dressing, pepper sauce and blue cheese. Stir 
in the chicken. Sprinkle with the shredded cheddar cheese. 


Easy 6 Servings 


Bake for 20 minutes or until the chicken mixture is hot and bubbly. Serve with the celery 
and/or crackers for dipping. 


Sanderson Farms Apricot-Glazed Grilled Chicken Wings 
Ingredients 

4 pounds Sanderson Farms chicken wings, tips removed, and cut at the joint 
1 tsp. kosher salt 

3/, cup apricot preserves 

2 garlic cloves, mashed 

1 tbsp. chopped fresh ginger 
1%, Cup soy sauce 

Ya tsp. red pepper flakes 


Preparation: Season wings with salt. 


juice from one lime, about 2 tbsp. Heat grill to medium high. 

1 tbsp. balsamic vinegar In the bowl of a food processor (small if available), combine preserves, garlic, ginger, soy 
Vy tsp. cumin sauce, red pepper flakes, lime juice, vinegar and cumin. Process until smooth. Add chives. 
2 tbsp. chopped chives Place wings on the grill and cook for 8-10 minutes. Turn, and grill for another 5-6 minutes. 
fresh lime wedges for garnish With a pastry brush or spoon, brush the sauce on the wings. Cook for about 1 minute, and 


turn. Repeat on other side of wings. Cook for another minute. Wings should register 190° F 


20 minutes 4 Servings when tested with an instant read thermometer. 


Serve the wings garnished with lime wedges. 
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ON BRAWNY’ PAPER 
TOWELS (6 ROLL OR LARGER) 


t athe game 
CONSUMER: Redeemable only by purchasing the 

specific brand and size. Void if reproduced, 

purchased, transferred or where prohibited, 

taxed or restricted by law. Any other use con- 

stitutes fraud. Consumer pays sales tax. LIMIT ; a 
ONE COUPON PER ITEM PURCHASED. RETAILER: Pram GeorgiaPacific 
Mail to: Georgia-Pacific Consumer Products LP, 

CMS, Dept. 30400, 1 Fawcett Drive, Del Rio, 00 


TX 78840 to signify your compliance with our Sane 9 % : S52 * 

Coupon Redemption Policy and to be reim- _ Ty ‘ rae x Y 
bursed for the face value, plus 8¢ handling. ‘ b Sue? 
Good only in the USA. Cash value .001¢. Lt u Ah Dae eee F AY ty 

©2013 Georgia-Pacific Consumer Products LP , a Beoralar ace v 

All Rights Reserved. All trademarks are owned : . \ 

by or licensed to Georgia-Pacific Consumer 
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Player Pos Ht Wt 

Robert Nkemdiche DE 6'5" 270 

Jaylon Smith LB 6'3" 220 
. Vernon Hargreaves Ill DB 5'11" 185 
. Laremy Tunsil OL 6'6" 320 
. Su’a Cravens DB 6'3" 215 
. Eddie Vanderdoes DL 6'3" 285 
. Reuben Foster LB 61" 244 
. Matthew Thomas LB 6'3" 205 
. Kenny Bigelow DL 6'3" 295 
. Montravius Adams DT <6'3" 315 
. Max Browne QB 6'5" 215 
. Derrick Henry RB 6'3" 242 
. Christian Hackenberg QB 6'3" 215 
. Laquon Treadwell WR 6'3" 198 
. Jalen Ramsey DB 6'0" 189 
. Kendall Fuller CB 5'11" 180 
. Jonathan Allen LB 6'3" 264 

Chris Jones DE 6'5" 250 
. O.J. Howard Tet i:6'6".- 235 

Thomas Tyner RB 5'11" 201 
. Carl Lawson DE 6'2" 250 
. Kelvin Taylor RB 5'11" 216 
. Robert Foster WR 6'3" 187 
. Keith Ford RB 5'11" 208 
. Ricky Seals-Jones WR 6'5" 225 
. Derrick Green RB 5'11" 220 
. Vonn Bell Ss 61" 190 
. Robbie Rhodes WR 6'0" 185 
. Max Redfield DB 6'2" 195 
. Mackensie Alexander DB 5'11" 185 
. Leon McQuay Ill DB 6'2" 185 
. Tony Conner DB 6'2" 205 
. Darius James OL 6'5" 319 
. AShawn Robinson DL 6'4" 320 
. Jalin Marshall WR 6'0" 190 
. DeMarcus Walker DE 6'3" 265 
. Joey Bosa DL 6'5" 270 
. Kent Perkins OL 6'5" 300 
. Priest Willis DB 6'2" 185 
. Derrick Griffin WR 6'6" 215 
. Alex Collins RB 5'11" 207 
. Alvin Kamara RB 5'10" 195 
. Dorian Johnson OL 6'5" 290 
. Adam Breneman TE 6'4" 230 
. Tre'Davious White DB 5'10" 170 
. Greg Bryant RB 5'11" 200 
. Dee Liner DL 6'3" 281 
. Al-Quadin Muhammad DE 6'3" 230 
. Eli Apple CB 6'0" 184 
. Elijah Daniel DE 6'4" 250 


Hometown School 
Loganville, GA Ole Miss 
Ft. Wayne, IN Notre Dame 
Tampa, FL Florida 
Lake City, FL Ole Miss 
Murrieta, CA USC 
Auburn, CA Notre Dame 
Auburn, AL Alabama 
Miami, FL Florida State 
Elkton, MD USC 
Vienna, GA Auburn 
Sammamish, WA USC 
Yulee, FL Alabama 
Palmyra, VA Penn State 
Crete, IL Ole Miss 
Nashville, TN Florida State 
Baltimore, MD Virginia Tech 
Leesburg, VA Alabama 
Houston, MS — Mississippi State 
Prattville, AL Alabama 
Aloha, OR Oregon 
Alpharetta, GA Auburn 
Belle Glade, FL Florida 
Monaca, PA Alabama 
Cypress, TX Oklahoma 
Sealy, TX Texas A&M 
Richmond, VA Michigan 
Rossville, GA Ohio State 
Ft. Worth, TX Baylor 
Mission Viejo, CA Notre Dame 
Immokalee, FL Clemson 
Seffner, FL USC 
Batesville, MS Ole Miss 
Killeen, TX Texas 
Ft. Worth, TX Alabama 
Middletown, OH Ohio State 
Jacksonville, FL Florida State 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL Ohio State 
Dallas, TX Texas 
Tempe, AZ UCLA 
Rosenberg, TX Miami 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL Arkansas 
Norcross, GA Alabama 
Belle Vernon, PA Pitt 
Cedar Cliff, PA Penn State 
Shreveport, LA LSU 
Delray Beach, FL Notre Dame 
Muscle Shoals, AL Alabama 
Irvington, NJ Miami 
Voorhees, NJ Ohio State 
Avon, IN Auburn 


Wrangler 


Player Pos Ht Wt 
51. Ryan Green RB 5'10" 187 
52. Chris Hawkins DB 6'0" 170 
53. Altee Tenpenny RB 6'0" 207 
54. AlexanderAnzalone LB 6'3" 220 
55. Ty Isaac RB 6'3" 225 
56. Daniel McMillian LB 6'3" 220 
57. Ethan Pocic OL 6'7" 285 
58. Mike Mitchell LB 6'4" 225 
59. Holland Fisher S  6'2" 200 
60. Taquan Mizell RB 5'10" 185 
61. Cam Burrows CB 5'11" 200 
62. Grant Hill OL 6'6" 301 
63. James Quick WR 6'1" 180 
64. Stacy Coley WR 6'1" 175 
65. Tyren Jones RB 5'9" 215 
66. Tahaan Goodman DB 6'2" 190 
67. Steven Mitchell WR 5'10" 180 
68. Patrick Kugler OL 6'5" 280 
69. Ezekiel Elliott RB 6'0" 210 
70. Frank Herron DE 6'5" 245 
71. Dontre Wilson ATH 5'10" 174 
72. Dymonte Thomas DB 6'2" 195 
73. Greg Gilmore DT 6'4" 275 
74. Shane Morris QB 6'3" 183 
75. Justin Manning DT 61" 270 
76. Cooper Bateman QB 6'3" 215 
77. Kendell Beckwith LB 6'3" 225 
78. Marcell Harris DB 6'2" 220 
79. Demore’ea Stringfellow WR 6'3" 215 
80. Evan Lisle OL 6'6" 290 
81. Demarcus Robinson WR 6'2" 200 
82. Tray Matthews DB 61" 190 
83. Tim Williams LB 6'3" 235 
84, ArDarius Stewart ATH 6'0" 190 
85. Hunter Henry TE 6'5" 238 
86. Brice Ramsey QB 6'3" 195 
87. Kevin Olsen QB 6'3" 200 
88. Justin Davis RB 6'1" 215 
89. Maurice Smith DB 6'0" 180 
90. Kelsey Griffin DT 6'2" 292 
91. Marcus Baugh TE 6'4" 245 
92. Kyle Bosch OL 265 -3tt 
93. Isaac Savaiinaea LB 6'3" 230 
94. Isaiah Golden DT 6'2" 320 
95. Derwin Gray OL 6'5" 290 
96. Larenz Bryant LB. 60" 215 
97. Steve Elmer OL 6'5" 300 
98. Artie Burns DB 6'0" 183 
99. Marquez North WR 6'4" 214 
100. Michael Hutchings LB 6'2" 215 


Hometown School 
St. Petersburg, FL Florida State 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA USC 
North Little Rock, AR Alabama 
Wyomissing, PA Florida 
Shorewood, IL USC 
Jacksonville, FL Florida 
Lemont, IL LSU 
Plano, TX Ohio State 
Richmond, VA Virginia Tech 
Virginia Beach, VA Virginia 
Trotwood, OH Ohio State 
Huntsville, AL Alabama 
Louisville, KY Louisville 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL Miami 
Marietta, GA Alabama 
Rancho Cucamonga,CA UCLA 
Pasadena, CA USC 
Wexford, PA Michigan 
St. Louis, MO Ohio State 
Memphis, TN LSU 
DeSoto, TX Ohio State 
Alliance, OH Michigan 
Hope Mills, NC LSU 
Warren, MI Michigan 
Dallas, TX Texas A&M 
Murray, UT Alabama 
Jackson, LA LSU 
Orlando, FL Florida 
Perris, CA Washington 
Centerville, OH Ohio State 
Ft. Valley, GA Florida 
Newnan, GA Georgia 
Baton Rouge, LA Alabama 
Fultondale, AL Alabama 
Little Rock, AR Arkansas 
Kingsland, GA Georgia 
Wayne, NJ Miami 
Stockton, CA USC 
Sugar Land, TX Alabama 
Hoschton, GA South Carolina 
Riverside, CA Ohio State 
Wheaton, IL Michigan 
Honolulu, HI UCLA 
Carthage, TX Texas A&M 
Washington, DC Maryland 
Charlotte, NC South Carolina 
Midland, MI Notre Dame 
Miami, FL Miami 
Charlotte, NC Tennessee 
Antioch, CA USC 


The Athlon Consensus 100 is a compilation of the rankings of six major recruiting services. We regard this as a fair 
representation of the top players in the country. For more detailed recruiting coverage, visit athlonsports.com/recruiting. 
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1. ALABAMA The Crimson Tide — with a record 15 Athlon 
Consensus 100 prospects — claim their third No. 1-rated 
class in six years. Bama inked four of the nation’s top-13 run- 
ning backs, two of the top-10 defensive linemen, three of the 
top-10 linebackers and the nation’s No. 1 tight end. 


2. OHIO STATE Urban Meyer landed 10 top-100 players in 
this group, once again focusing on defense. Six linemen, five 
defensive backs and a pair of linebackers give OSU great 
depth and talent on that side of the ball. Elite skill players 
Jalin Marshall, Dontre Wilson and Ezekiel Elliott headline the 
offensive class. 


3. NOTRE DAME Brian Kelly's highest-rated class at Notre 
Dame is headlined by the superstar defensive trio of Jaylon 
Smith, Eddie Vanderdoes and Max Redfield. This group also fea- 
tures one of the best offensive line classes in the nation, high- 
lighted by five of the nation’s top 25 players at the position. 


4. FLORIDA Desperate for playmakers on offense, Will 
Muschamp signed five wide receivers and two running backs, 
including elite tailback Kelvin Taylor. The nation’s No. 1 de- 
fensive back, Vernon Hargreaves Ill, and three top-100 line- 
backers headline the defensive class. 


5. MICHIGAN Brady Hoke’s offensive line class is on par 
with Notre Dame's as the best in the land — five of the top- 
23 offensive linemen in the country signed with the Maize and 
Blue. Derrick Green leads a very talented three-man running 
back class, 


6. OLE MISS An unprecedented class for the Rebels fea- 
tures the nation’s No. 1 overall player (Robert Nkemdiche), 
the nation’s No. 1 offensive lineman (Laremy Tunsil) and the 
nation’s No. 1 wide receiver (Laquon Treadwell). Hugh Freeze 
might have signed the best class in school history. 


7. LSU. The class lacks the elite star power LSU fans are 
used to, but Les Miles did sign one of the nation’s top groups 
of defensive linemen. Five offensive linemen, four wide re- 
ceivers and two 4-star quarterbacks restock the offense. 


8. TEXAS A&M A&M's deep 32-man class is one of the 
largest in the nation. It is headlined by elite talent at wide re- 
ceiver (Ricky Seals-Jones, Sebastian Larue) and defensive 
line (Justin Manning, Isaiah Golden). Kevin Sumlin also 
landed top-flight quarterbacks Kohl Stewart and Kenny Hill. 


9. UCLA Seven offensive linemen and five linebackers 
make up a large portion of the Pac-12's top class, but the top 
two rated players are defensive backs Priest Willis and 
Tahaan Goodman. Keep an eye on dual-threat quarterback 
Asiantii Woulard as well. 


10. AUBURN The Tigers focused heavily on offensive skill 
players and the defensive line. Montravius Adams (defensive 
end) and Carl Lawson (defensive tackle) headline the haul, 
but three new quarterbacks, including Jeremy Johnson and 
Jason Smith, should help fix Auburn's problems under center. 


11. FLORIDA STATE The Seminoles signed a balanced 
class that features star power on every level of the defense 
in lineman Demarcus Walker, linebacker Matthew Thomas 
and defensive back Jalen Ramsey. 


12. GEORGIA This defense-heavy group features eight 
defensive backs, six linebackers and four defensive linemen. 
Top-100 quarterback Brice Ramsey and four wide receivers 
headline the offensive class. 


13. CLEMSON The Tigers signed a versatile class that 
was clearly focused on the defensive side of the ball. A huge 
crop of defensive backs is headlined by cornerback Mack- 
ensie Alexander. 


14. OKLAHOMA Running back Keith Ford is the most 
heralded member of a group that lacks the elite star power of 
Oklahoma classes in the recent past. 


15. WASHINGTON Another great haul for the staff in 
Seattle, led by a deep and talented collection of defensive 
linemen and wide receivers. 


16. USC Scholarship limitations kept this class small (13), 
but this group isn’t short on talent with nine top-100 players, 
including the nation’s No. 1 quarterback (Max Browne) and 
three of the top 15 defensive backs. 


17. NEBRASKA One of Bo Pelini’s highest-rated classes 
at Nebraska features a heavy focus on the trenches. The of- 
fensive line (six) and defensive line (six) account for 12 of the 
26 signees. 


18. SOUTH CAROLINA Eighteen of the 21 signees will 
play either on defense (13) or the offensive line [five). This 
group lacks the star power of the school’s previous two or 
three classes, but is plenty talented. 


19. TEXAS Two elite offensive linemen (Darius James 
and Kent Perkins) salvage a class that is considered by many 
to be one of Mack Brown's worst. Texas managed to sign only 
15 players. 


20. OREGON An offense-heavy class features star power 
at running back (Thomas Tyner) and wide receiver (Devon 
Allen), as well as the versatile Robinson twins — Tyree and 
Tyrell — both listed as athletes. 


RECRUITING 


21. VIRGINIA TECH Frank Beamer signed the No. 3- 
rated class in the ACC by landing two top-100 defensive backs 
in Kendall Fuller and Holland Fisher. Bucky Hodges could be 
the quarterback of the future in Blacksburg. 


22. MISSISSIPP! STATE Star defensive end Chris 
Jones leads a 20-man class heavy on skill players. Dan 
Mullen signed six wide receivers and three defensive backs. 


23. VANDERBILT It's arguably the best class in Com- 
modores history. James Franklin inked a star quarterback 
(Johnny McCrary) and wide receiver (Jordan Cunningham) as 
well as five defensive backs. 


24. MIAMI Late addition Derrick Griffin moved this class 
into the top 25. Al Golden signed only 16 prospects but added 
star power at defensive end, tight end and defensive back. 


25. TENNESSEE Quarterback Joshua Dobbs, wide re- 
ceiver MarQuez North and defensive lineman Jason Carr head- 
line Tennessee's first class with Butch Jones at the helm. 


26. BAYLOR All but one of the Bears’ 23 signees hail from 
the state of Texas, including star wide receiver Robbie Rhodes. 


27. WEST VIRGINIA Dana Holgorsen’s 25-man class 
was heavy on wide receivers (five), linebackers (five) and 
safeties (four). 


28. NORTH CAROLINA This wasa small class (17), but 
it has plenty of star power with quarterback Mitch Trubisky 
and running back T.J. Logan. 


29. ARKANSAS. Despite landing a top-30 class, the Hogs 
ranked 12th in the SEC. The stars are running back Alex 
Collins and tight end Hunter Henry. 


30. OKLAHOMA STATE Mike Gundy pulled 17 of his 23 
signees from Texas. This class is deep but lacks any top-100 
recruits. 


31. VIRGINIA 41, ARIZONA STATE 


32. CAL 42, MARYLAND 

33. PENN STATE 43, OREGON STATE 

34. KENTUCKY 44, TCU 

35. MISSOURI 45. UTAH 

36. MICHIGAN STATE 46. INDIANA 

37. ARIZONA 47. WASHINGTON STATE 
38. WISCONSIN 48. ILLINOIS 

39. PITTSBURGH 49. STANFORD 

40. RUTGERS 50. KANSAS 
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Player 

Max Browne 
Christian Hackenberg 
Shane Morris 

Cooper Bateman 
Brice Ramsey 

Kevin Olsen 

Ryan Burns 

Troy Williams 

Cody Thomas 


. Hayden Rettig 
. Mitch Trubisky 


Tyrone Swoopes 
Asiantii Woulard 
Jeremy Johnson 
Joshua Dobbs 
Kohl Stewart 


. Anu Solomon 
. JT, Barrett 
. Jason Smith 


. Bucky Hodges 
. Damion Terry 
. Malik Zaire 


. Aaron Bailey 
. Kenny Hill 


. Jared Goff 


MAX BROWNE 
0B, USC 


Player 
Derrick Henry 
Thomas Tyner 
Kelvin Taylor 
Keith Ford 
Derrick Green 
Alex Collins 
Alvin Kamara 
Greg Bryant 
Ryan Green 

. Altee Tenpenny 

. Tylsaac 

. Taquan Mizell 

. Tyren Jones 

. Ezekiel Elliott 

. dustin Davis 

. Tarean Folston 

. Terrell Newby 

. DeVeon Smith 

|. Kailo Moore 

. Corey Clement 

. TJ. Logan 


. Tyshon Dye 
. David Williams 
. Mark Dodson 


Kyle Hicks 


Leesburg, VA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Colleyville, TX 
Los Angeles, CA 
Mentor, OH 
Whitewright, TX 
Winter Park, FL 
Montgomery, AL 
Alpharetta, GA 
Tomball, TX 

Las Vegas, NV 
Wichita Falls, TX 
Mobile, AL 
Virginia Beach, VA 
Erie, PA 
Kettering, OH 
Bolingbrook, IL 
Southlake, TX 
Kentfield, CA 


Norcross, GA 
Delray Beach, FL 
St. Petersburg, FL 
North Little Rock, AR 
Shorewood, IL 
Virginia Beach, VA 
Marietta, GA 

St. Louis, MO 
Stockton, CA 
Cocoa, FL 

West Hills, CA 
Warren, OH 
Rosedale, MS 
Glassboro, NJ 
Greensboro, NC 
Elberton, GA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Memphis, TN 
Arlington, TX 


Oregon 
Florida 
Oklahoma 
Michigan 
Arkansas 
Alabama 
Notre Dame 
Florida State 
Alabama 
USC 
Virginia 
Alabama 
Ohio State 
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. Shelton Gibson 


Player 

Laquon Treadwell 6'3 
Robert Foster 6'3" 
Ricky Seals-Jones 65 
Robbie Rhodes 6'0" 
Jalin Marshall 6'0" 
Derrick Griffin 66 
James Quick 61" 
Stacy Coley 61" 
Steven Mitchell 5'10" 
Demore'ea Stringfellow 6'3" 

. Demarcus Robinson 6'2" 
Marquez North 64" 
Alvin Bailey 511" 
Ahmad Fulwood 6'4" 
Sebastian Larue 5'11" 
Levonte Whitfield 5'9" 

. Tony Stevens 63" 

. Torii Hunter Jr. 6'0" 

|. Tyler Boyd 6'2" 


. Jordan Cunningham 61" 
. LaQuvionte Gonzalez 510" 
. John Ross 5'11" 
. Eamest Robinson 6'2" 
. Devon Allen 6'0" 
. Jacorey Warrick 5'10" 
. Darrell Daniels 6'4" 

6'1" 


RICKY SEALS-JONES 
WR, TEXAS A&M 

Player Ht 
0.J. Howard 6'6" 
Adam Breneman 6'4" 
Hunter Henry 6'5" 
Marcus Baugh 6'4" 
DeSean Smith 6'4 
Standish Dobard 64 
Jake Butt 6'6" 
Durham Smythe 6'5 
Mike Heuerman 64 
Thomas Duarte 64 
Player Ht 
Dontre Wilson 5'10" 
ArDarius Stewart 6'0" 
Gareon Conley 6'2" 
Tramel Terry 5'11" 
Jeryl Brazil 5'9" 
Tyrell Robinson 6'4" 
Jayron Kearse 6'4" 
Ashton Shumpert 6'2 
Anthony Averett 6'0 
Tyree Robinson 6'4 


presented by 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Pasadena, CA 
Perris, CA 

Ft. Valley, GA 
Charlotte, NC 
Seffner, FL 
Jacksonville, FL 
Los Angeles, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Orlando, FL 
Prosper, TX 
Clairton, PA 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Cedar Hill, TX 
Long Beach, CA 
Pinson, AL 
Phoenix, AZ 
Houston, TX 
Pittsburg, CA 
Cleveland Heights, OH 
San Diego, CA 


Prattville, AL 
Cedar Cliff, PA 
Little Rock, AR 
Riverside, CA 
Lake Charles, LA 
Belle Chasse, LA 
Pickerington, OH 
Belton, TX 


AC 100 School 
14 Ole Miss 
23 Alabama 
25 Texas A&M 
28 Baylor 
35 Ohio State 
40 Miami 
63 Louisville 
64 Miami 
67 USC 
79 Washington 
81 Florida 
99 Tennessee 

106 Florida 
126 Florida 
127 Texas A&M 
142 Florida State 
167 Aubum 
168 Notre Dame 
179 Pitt 
182 Vanderbilt 
185 Texas A&M 
186 Washington 
189 Aubum 
190 Oregon 
197 Texas 
199 Washington 
208 West Virginia 
209 Oregon 
235 Texas 

- UCLA 


JAMES QUICK 

WR, LOUISVILLE 
AC 100 School 
19 Alabama 
44 Penn State 
85 Arkansas 
91 Ohio State 
125 LSU 
218 Miami 
221 Michigan 
= Notre Dame 
- Notre Dame 
- UCLA 
AC 100 School 
71 Ohio State 
84 Alabama 
116 Ohio State 
117 Georgia 
128 LSU 
131 Oregon 
175 Clemson 
188 Mississippi State 
191 Alabama 
212 Oregon 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Marshall: Cliff Welch/Icon SMI All Others: Chris Covatta 


DONO oP) 
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Player 

Laremy Tunsil 
Darius James 
Kent Perkins 
Dorian Johnson 
Ethan Pocic 
Grant Hill 
Patrick Kugler 
Evan Liste 

Kyle Bosch 


. Derwin Gray 

. Steve Elmer 

. Hunter Bivin 

. John Montelus 
._ Khaliel Rodgers 
. Austin Golson 

. David Dawson 
. Ira Denson 

. Brandan Mahon 


Tyrone Crowder 
Mike McGlinchey 


. Josh Boutte 


Chris Fox 

Logan Tuley-Tillman 
Jake Raulerson 
Colin McGovern 
Denver Kirkland 
Christian Morris 
Shamire DeVine 
Brandon Kublanow 
Ishmael Wilson 


Player 

Robert Nkemdiche 
Eddie Vanderdoes 
Kenny Bigelow 
Montravius Adams 
Chris Jones 

Carl Lawson 
A’Shawn Robinson 
DeMarcus Walker 
Joey Bosa 


. Dee Liner 
. Al-Quadin Muhammad 
. Elijah Daniel 


Frank Herron 
Greg Gilmore 


._ Justin Manning 


Kelsey Griffin 
Isaiah Golden 
Kyle Fitts 
Elijah Qualls 
Wyatt Teller 


. Caleb Brantley 

._ Henry Poggi 

. Darius Paige 

. Daeshon Hall 

. Taco Chariton 

. Greg Webb 

. Isaac Rochell 

. DJ. Ward 

. Andrew Billings 

. Garrett Sickels 

. Jason Hatcher 

. Jason Carr 

. Dajaun Drennon 

. Ebenezer Ogundeko 
. Christian Lacouture 
. Maquedius Bain 

. Takkarist McKinley 

. Tashawn Bower 

. Keith Bryant 

. Maurice Hurst Jr. 


Wrangler 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Ht Wt Hometown AC 100 
6'6" 320 Lake City, FL 4 
65" 319 Killeen, TX 33 
6'5" 300 Dallas, TX 38 
6'6" 290 Belle Vernon, PA 43 
67" 285 Lemont, IL 57 
6'6" 301 Huntsville, AL 62 
6'5" 280 Wexford, PA 68 
6'6" 290 Centerville, OH 80 
6'5" 311 Wheaton, IL 92 
6'5" 290 Washington, DC 95 
6'5" 300 Midland, MI 97 
6'6" 290 Owensboro, KY 101 
6'5"_ 305 Everett, MA 102 
6'3" 310 New Castle, DE 105 
6'6" 290 Prattville, AL 107 
64" 282 Detroit, Ml 109 
64" 317 Madison, FL 120 
6'4" 315 Randolph, NJ 132 
6'2" 325 Rockingham, NC 135 
67" 280 Philadelphia, PA 140 
6'4" 324 New Iberia, LA 144 
6'6" 297 Parker, CO 146 
67" 30 — Peoria, IL 154 
6'5" 262 Celina, TX 161 
65" 280 NewLenox, IL 181 
65" 320 Miami, FL 184 
6'6" 285 Memphis, TN 207 
67" 355 Atlanta, GA 214 
63" 290 Marietta, GA 230 
6'4" 280. Dallas, TX - 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Ht Wt Hometown AC 100 
6'5"_ 270 Loganville, GA 1 
6'3" 285 Aubum, CA 6 
6'3" 295 Elkton, MD 9 
6'3" 315 Vienna, GA 10 
6'5"_ 250 Houston, MS 18 
6'2" 250 Alpharetta, GA 21 
64" 320 Ft. Worth, TX 34 
63" 265 Jacksonville, FL 36 
65" 270 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 37 
6'3" 281 Muscle Shoals, AL 47 
6'3" 230 Irvington, NJ 48 
64" 250 Avon, IN 50 
6'5" 245 Memphis, TN 70 
64" 275 Hope Mills, NC 73 
61" 270 Dallas, TX 75 
6'2" 292 Hoschton, GA 90 
6'2" 320 Carthage, TX 94 
6'4" 260 Redlands, CA 103 
6'2" 285 Petaluma, CA 110 
§'5" 250 Bealeton, VA 115 
6'3" 304 Crescent City, FL 119 
64" 260 Baltimore, MD 122 
64" 314 Foley, AL 129 
66" 225 Lancaster, TX 136 
6'6" 249 Pickerington, OH 141 
62" 310 Erial,NJ 156 
6'5" 265 McDonough, GA 158 
6'2" 245 Moore, OK 165 
6'0" 305 Waco, TX 71 
64" 238 _Little Silver, NJ 176 
6'3" 250 Louisville, KY V7 
65" 260 Memphis, TN 192 
6'4" 230 Clementon, NJ 196 
6'3" 230 Brooklyn, NY 205 
6'5"_ 290 Lincoln, NE 206 
6'5" 286 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 210 
6'3" 240 Richmond, CA 21 
65". 241 Somerville, NU 213 
6'2" 306 Delray Beach, FL 216 
6'2" 305 Westwood, MA 222 


Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 


School 

Ole Miss 
Texas 
Texas 
Pittsburgh 
LSU 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Maryland 
Notre Dame 
Notre Dame 
Notre Dame 
USC 

Ole Miss 
Michigan 
Florida State 
Penn State 
Clemson 
Notre Dame 
LSU 
Michigan 
Michigan 
Texas 

Notre Dame 
Arkansas 
UCLA 
Georgia Tech 
Georgia 
Texas A&M 


School 

Ole Miss 

Notre Dame 
USC 

Auburn 
Mississippi State 
Aubum 
Alabama 

Florida State 


Washington 
Virginia Tech 
Florida 
Michigan 
Alabama 
Texas A&M 
Michigan 
North Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Oklahoma 
Baylor 

Penn State 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
North Carolina 
Clemson 
LSU 

LSU 

Cal 

LSU 

Florida State 
Michigan 
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Player 

Jaylon Smith 
Reuben Foster 
Matthew Thomas 
Jonathan Allen 
Alexander Anzalone 
Daniel McMillian 
Mike Mitchell 
Kendell Beckwith 
Tim Williams 


|. Isaac Savaiinaea 
. Larenz Bryant 
. Michael Hutchings 
. Trey Johnson 

. Dorian O'Daniel 
. Deoundrei Davis 
. Myles Jack 

. Peter Kalambayi 
. Ben Boulware 
|. Mike McCray 

. Matt Rolin 

. Yannick Ngakoue 
. Tim Kimbrough 
. Quinton Powell 
. Deon Hollins 

. EJ. Levenberry 
. Doug Randolph 
. Torrodney Prevot 
. Jermaine Grace 
. Jon Reschke 

. Marcus Newby 


Player 

Vernon Hargreaves Ill 
Su'a Cravens 

Jalen Ramsey 
Kendall Fuller 

Vonn Bell 

Max Redfield 
Macensie Alexander 
Leon McQuay Il 
Tony Conner 


. Priest Willis 
. Tre'Davious White 
. Eli Apple 


Chris Hawkins 
Holland Fisher 


. Cam Burrows 

. Tahaan Goodman 
. Dymonte Thomas 
. Marcell Harris 

. Tray Matthews 
|. Maurice Smith 
. Artie Bums 

. Keanu Neal 

. Jourdan Lewis 
. Shaq Wiggins 

. Cole Luke 

. Johnny Johnson 
. Stanvon Taylor 
. Antwuan Davis 
. Hatari Byrd 

|. Tyler Foreman 

. Rashard Robinson 
. Brian Walker 

. Kameron Miles 
. Tim Harris 

. Rashard Fant 

. Brandan Langley 
. Nick Washington 
. Jayme Thompson 
. Reggie Wilkerson 
. Noel Ellis 


LINEBACKERS 

Ht = Wt Hometown 
6'3" 220 Ft. Wayne, IN 
61" 244 Auburn, AL 
63" 205 Miami, FL 
6'3" 264 Leesburg, VA 
6'3" 220 Wyomissing, PA 
6'3" 220 Jacksonville, FL 
6'4" 225 Plano, TX 
6'3" 225 Jackson, LA 
6'3" 235 Baton Rouge, LA 
6'3" 230 Honolulu, HI 
6'0" 215 Charlotte, NC 
6'2" 215 Antioch, CA 
6'2" 220 Lawrenceville, GA 
61" 205 Olney, MD 
6'3" 215 Cypress, TX 
6'3" 230 Bellevue, WA 
6'3" 240 Matthews, NC 
61" 230 Anderson, SC 
6'4" 230 Trotwood, OH 
64" 205 Ashburn, VA 
6'2" 228 Bowie, MD 
61" 226 _ Indianapolis, IN 
6'2" 220 Deltona, FL 
6'2" 222 Missouri City, TX 
6'3" 230 Woodbridge, VA 
6'3" 230 Richmond, VA 
6'3" 214 Houston, TX 
61" 210 Miami Gardens, FL 
6'2" 230 Sterling Heights, MI 
61" 210 North Potomac, MD 

DEFENSIVE 
Ht Wt Hometown 
5'11" 185 Tampa, FL 
6'3" 215 Murrieta, CA 
6'0" 189 Nashville, TN 
5'11" 180 Baltimore, MD 
61" 190 Rossville, GA 
6'2" 195 Mission Viejo, CA 
511" 185 Immokalee, FL 
6'2" 185 Seffner, FL 
6'2" 205 Batesville, MS 
62" 200 Tempe, AZ 
5'10" 170 Shreveport, LA 
6'0" 184 Voorhees, NJ 
60" 170 Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
6'2" 200 Richmond, VA 
5'11" 200 Trotwood, OH 
6'2" 190 Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
6'2" 195 Alliance, OH 
6'2" 220 Orlando, FL 
60" 190 Newnan, GA 
6'0" 180 Sugar Land, TX 
60" 183 Miami, FL 
6'0" 203 Bushnell, FL 
5'10" 159 Detroit, Ml 
5'10" 160 Tyrone, GA 
60" 180 Chandler, AZ 
5'10" 180 Fresno, CA 
5'11" 175 Tulsa, OK 
5'11" 192 Bastrop, TX 
6'1" 195 Fresno, CA 
6'2" 190 Encino, CA 
61" 163 Pompano Beach, FL 
5'11" 175 Charlotte, NC 
61". 215 Mesquite, TX 
6'2" 190 Richmond, VA 
5110" 165 Atlanta, GA 
61" 180 Marietta, GA 
5'11" 170 Jacksonville, FL 
6'2" 185 Toledo, OH 
511" 165 Citra, FL 
5'10" 175 New Orleans, LA 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 


AC 100 School 
2 Notre Dame 

7 Alabama 

8 Florida State 
7 Alabama 
54 Florida 
56 Florida 
58 Ohio State 
7 LSU 
83 Alabama 
93 UCLA 
96 South Carolina 
100 USC 
1 Ohio State 
121 Clemson 
130 Texas 
137 UCLA 
145 Stanford 
149 Clemson 
148 Michigan 
153 Florida 
160 Maryland 
166 Georgia 
172 USC 
178 UCLA 
183 Florida State 
203 Notre Dame 
202 Oregon 
220 Miami 
223 Michigan State 
228 Nebraska 
AC 100 School 
3 Florida 

5 USC 
15 Florida State 
16 Virginia Tech 
a7 Ohio State 
29 Notre Dame 
30 Clemson 
31 USC 
32 Ole Miss 
39 UCLA 
45 LSU 
49 Ohio State 
§2 USC 
59 Virginia Tech 
61 Ohio State 
66 UCLA 
72 Michigan 
78 Florida 
82 Georgia 
89 Alabama 
98 Miami 
104 Florida 
108 Michigan 
124 Georgia 
133 Notre Dame 
147 UCLA 
158 Oklahoma 
163 Texas 
162 Oklahoma 
169 UCLA 
193 LSU 
194 North Carolina 
195 Texas A&M 
225 Virginia 
233 Indiana 
- Georgia 
- Florida 
- Ohio State 
- Georgia 
- Texas A&M 


RECRUITING 
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ACC / BIG TEN / BIG 12 / PAC-12/ SEC 


AMERICAN / C-USA / MAC / MOUNTAIN WEST Wrangler 


SUN BELT 


Vos as BIG TEN 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1, Matthew Thomas LB 6'3" 205 = Miami, FL Florida State 1. Christian Hackenberg QB 6'3" 215 Palmyra, VA Penn State 
2. Jalen Ramsey DB 6'0" 189 Nashville, TN Florida State 2. Derrick Green RB 5'11" 220 Richmond, VA Michigan 
3. Kendall Fuller DB 5'11" 180 Baltimore, MD Virginia Tech 3. Vonn Bell DB 6'1" 190 Rossville, GA Ohio State 
4. Mackensie Alexander OB 5'11"185 Immokalee, FL Clemson 4. — Jalin Marshall WR 6'0" 190 Middletown, OH Ohio State 
5. Demarcus Walker DL 6'3" 265 Jacksonville, FL Florida State 5. Joey Bosa DL 6'5" 270 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Ohio State 
6. Derrick Griffin WR 6'5" 220 Rosenberg, TX Miami 6. Adam Breneman TE 6'4" 230 Cedar Cliff, PA Penn State 
7. Dorian Johnson OL  6'6" 270 Belle Vernon, PA Pitt 7. Eli Apple DB 6'0" 184 Voorhees, NJ Ohio State 
8. Al-QuadinMuhammad DL 6'3" 230 Irvington, NJ Miami 8. Mike Mitchell LB 6'4" 225 Plano, TX Ohio State 
9. Ryan Green RB 5'10" 187 St. Petersburg, FL Florida State 9. Cam Burrows DB 5'11"200 Trotwood, OH Ohio State 
10. Holland Fisher DB 6'2" 200 Richmond, VA Virginia Tech 10. Patrick Kugler OL 65" 280 Wexford, PA Michigan 
11. Taquan Mizell RB 5'10" 185 Virginia Beach, VA Virginia 11. Ezekiel Elliott RB 6'0" 210 St. Louis, MO Ohio State 
12, Stacy Coley WR 6'1" 175 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Miami 12. Dontre Wilson ATH 5'10"174 DeSoto, TX Ohio State 
13. Kevin Olsen QB 6'3" 200 Wayne, NJ Miami 13. Dymonte Thomas DB 6'2" 195 Alliance, OH Michigan 
14, Derwin Gray OL  6'5" 290 Washington, DC Maryland = JALEN RAMSEY 14. Shane Morris QB 6'3" 183 Warren, Ml Michigan 
15. Artie Burns OB 6'0" 183 Miami, FL Miami DB, FSU 15. Evan Lisle OL 6'6" 290 Centerville, OH Ohio State 
16, Wyatt Teller DL 6'5" 250 Bealeton, VA Virginia Tech 16. Marcus Baugh TE 6'4" 245 Riverside, CA Ohio State 
16. Ira Denson OL 6'4" 317 Madison, FL Florida State 17. Kyle Bosch OL 6'5" 310 Wheaton, IL Michigan 
18. Dorian O'Daniel LB 6'1" 205 Olney, MD Clemson 18. Jourdan Lewis DB 5'10"160 Detroit, Mi Michigan 
19. Tyrone Crowder OL 6'2" 325 Rockingham, NC Clemson 19. David Dawson OL 64" 285 Detroit, Mi Michigan 
20. Levonte Whitfield WR 5'9" 176 Orlando, FL Florida State 20. Trey Johnson LB 6'2" 220 Lawrenceville, GA Ohio State 
21, Ben Boulware LB 6'1" 230 Anderson, SC Clemson 21. Gareon Conley ATH 6'2" 170 Massillon, OH Ohio State 
22. Mitch Trubisky QB  6'3" 200 Mentor, OH North Carolina 22. Henry Poggi OL 6'4" 260 Baltimore, MD Michigan 
23. Greg Webb DL 6'2" 310 Erial, NJ North Carolina 23. Terrell Newby RB 5'10" 180 West Hills, CA Nebraska 
24 TJ. Logan RB = 5'10" 180 Greensboro, NC North Carolina 24. Brandan Mahon OL 6'4" 315 Randolph, NJ Penn State 
25. Yannick Ngakoue LB 6'2" 228 Bowie, MD Maryland 25. De'Veon Smith RB 5'11"218 Warren, OH Michigan 
26. Jayron Kearse ATH 6'4" 205 Ft. Myers, FL Clemson 26. Corey Clement RB 5'11"210 Glassboro, NJ Wisconsin 
27. Tyler Boyd WR 6'2" 185 Clairton, PA Pitt 27. Taco Charlton OL =6'6" 249 Pickerington, OH Michigan 
28, E.J. Levenberry LB 6'3" 230 Woodbridge, VA Florida State 28. Chris Fox OL 6'6" 297 Parker, CO Michigan 
29. Bucky Hodges QB  6'5" 230 Virginia Beach, VA Virginia Tech 29. Mike McCray LB 6'4" 230 Trotwood, OH Michigan 
30. Brian Walker DB 5'11"175 Charlotte, NC North Carolina . 30. Logan Tuley-Tillman OL 6'7" 307 Peoria, IL Michigan 
31. Dajaun Drennon DL 6'4" 230 Clementon, NJ North Carolina KENDALL FULLER 31. J.T. Barrett QB 6'1" 225 Wichita Falls, TX Ohio State 
32. Tyshon Dye RB 6'1" 205 Elberton, GA Clemson —_B, VIRGINIA TECH 32. Garrett Sickels DL 6'4" 238 Little Silver, NJ Penn State 
34. Ebenezer Ogundeko DL 63" 230 Brooklyn, NY Clemson 33. Damion Terry QB 6'4" 220 Erie, PA Michigan State 
35. Shamire DeVine OL 6'7" 355 Atlanta, GA Georgia Tech 34. Aaron Bailey QB 6'2" 220 Bolingbrook, IL Illinois 
35. Keith Bryant DL 6'2" 306 Delray Beach, FL Florida State 35. Jake Butt TE  6'6" 235 Pickerington, OH Michigan 
36. Standish Dobard TE 6'4" 255 Belle Chasse, LA Miami 36. Maurice Hurst Jr. DL 6'2" 305 Westwood, MA Michigan 
37. Jermaine Grace LB 6'1" 210 Miami Gardens, FL Miami 37. Jon Reschke LB 6'2" 230 Sterling Heights, MI Michigan State 
38. Tim Harris DB 6'2" 190 Richmond, VA Virginia 38. Marcus Newby LB 6'1" 210 North Potomac, MD Nebraska 
39. Corn Elder ATH 5'10"170 Nashville, TN Miami 39. Michael Hill DL 6'2" 215 Pendleton, SC Ohio State 
40. Isaiah Jones WR 6'4" 210° Milton, FL Florida State 40. Rashard Fant DB 5'10" 165 Atlanta, GA Indiana 
ACC TEAM RANKINGS BIG TEN TEAM RANKINGS 
1. Florida State 8. Maryland 1. Ohio State 7. Indiana 
2. Clemson 9. NC State 2. Michigan 8. Illinois 
3. Virginia Tech 10. Wake Forest 3. Nebraska 9. Northwestern 
4. Miami 11, Duke 4, Penn State 10. lowa 
5. North Carolina 12. Syracuse SS) 5. Michigan State 11. Purdue J 
6. Virginia 13. Georgia Tech KENT PERKINS 6. Wisconsin 12. Minnesota § 
fe soa 14. Boston College OL, TEXAS = 
past Pos Hometown School Player Hometown School BIG 12 
1. Keith Ford RB <i ns Cypress, TX Oklahoma 16. Kyle Hicks a ait Arlington, TX TCU 
2. Robbie Rhodes WR 6'0" 185. Ft. Worth, TX Baylor 17. Jake Oliver WR 6'4" 205 Dallas, TX tas TEAM 
3. Darius James OL 6'5" 319 Killeen, TX Texas 18. Ra’Shaad Samples WR 5'11"170 Dallas, TX Oklahoma State 
4, Kent Perkins OL 6'5" 300 Dallas, TX Texas 19. Kerrick Huggins DL 6'3" 289 Dallas, TX Oklahoma RANKINGS 
5. Cody Thomas QB 65" 220 Colleyville, TX Oklahoma 20. L.J. Moore DB 6'1" 175 Fresno,CA Oklahoma 1. Oklahoma # 
6. Deoundrei Davis LB 6'3" 215 Cypress, TX Texas 21. Marcell Ateman WR 6'4" 190 Dallas, TX Oklahoma State 2. Texas 3 
7. Tyrone Swoopes QB 6'4" 245 Whitewright, TX Texas 22. Matt Dimon OL 6'2" 252 Katy, TX Oklahoma 3 Ba ylor 2 
8. — Stanvon Taylor DB 5'11"175 Tulsa, OK Oklahoma 23. Rami Hammad OL 6'5" 320 Irving, TX Texas 4. West Vir inia A 
9. Jake Raulerson OL 6'5" 262 Celina, TX Texas 24, Naim Mustafaa DL 6'4" 235 College Park, GA Oklahoma State 3 9 a 
10. Antwuan Davis DB 5'11"192 Bastrop, TX Texas 25. Vincent Taylor DL 63" 278 SanAntonio,TX  OklahomaState 9 Oklahoma State E 
11, Hatari Byrd DB 6'1" 195 Fresno, CA Oklahoma 26. Jake Campos OL 6'7" 260 WestDesMoines,A  lowaState 8. TCU z 
12, D.J.Ward DL  6'2" 245 Moore, OK Oklahoma 27. Chris Johnson QB 6'4" 190 Bryan, TX Baylor 7. Kansas 3 
13. Andrew Billings DL 6'0" 305 Waco, TX Baylor 28, Darrien Howard LB 6'2" 250 Dayton, OH West Virginia 8. Texas Tech | 
14. Jacorey Warrick WR 5'10"182 Houston, TX Texas 29. Tevin Lawson DL 6'4" 275 Denham Springs, LA TCU 9. lowa State Z 
15, Shelton Gibson WR 61" 175 Cleveland Heights, OH West Virginia 30. Devin Lauderdale WR 5'11"170 Houston, TX TexasTech 10. Kansas State = 
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Wrangler 


Player Ht Wt Hometown 
1, Su'a Cravens DB 6'3" 215 Murrieta, CA 
2. Kenny Bigelow DL 6'3" 295 Elkton, MD 
3. Max Browne QB 6'5" 215 Sammamish, WA 
4. Thomas Tyner RB 5'11"201 Aloha, OR 
5. Leon McQuay Ill DB 6'2" 185 Seffner, FL 
6. Priest Willis OB 6'2" 185 Tempe, AZ 
7. Chris Hawkins DB 6'0" 170 Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
8. Tylsaac RB 6'3" 225 Shorewood, IL 
9. Tahaan Goodman DB 6'2" 190 Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
10. Steven Mitchell WR 5'10"180 Pasadena, CA 
11. Demore'ea Stringfellow WR 6'3" 215 Perris, CA 
12. Justin Davis RB 6'1" 215 Stockton, CA 
13. Isaac Savaiinaea LB 63" 230 Honolulu, HI 
14. Michael Hutchings LB 6'2" 215 Antioch, CA 
15. Kyle Fitts DL 6'4" 260 Redlands, CA 
16. Khaliel Rodgers OL 6'3" 310 New Castle, DE 
17. Elijah Qualls DL 6'2" 285 Petaluma, CA 
18. Ryan Bums QB 6'5" 225 Leesburg, VA 
19. Troy Williams QB 6'2" 205 Los Angeles, CA 
20. Tyrell Robinson ATH 6'4" 201 San Diego, CA 
21. Myles Jack LB 6'3"_ 230 Bellevue, WA 
22. Peter Kalambayi LB 6'3" 240 + Matthews, NC 
23. Johnny Johnson DB 5'10"180 Fresno, CA 
24. Asiantii Woulard QB 6'3" 205 Winter Park, FL 
25. Tyler Foreman DB 6'2" 190 Encino, CA 
26. Quinton Powell LB 6'2" 220 Deltona, FL 
27. Anu Solomon QB 6'1" 205 Las Vegas, NV 
28. Deon Hollins LB 6'2" 222 Missouri City, TX 
29. John Ross WR 5'11" 180 Long Beach, CA 
30. Devon Allen WR 6'0" 187 Phoenix, AZ 
31. Darrell Daniels WR 6'4" 220 Pittsburg, CA 
32. Torrodney Prevot LB 6'3" +214 Houston, TX 
33. Christian Mortis OL 6'6" 285 Memphis, TN 
34. Darren Carrington WR 6'2" 186 San Diego, CA 
35. Takkarist McKinley DL  6'3" 240 Richmond, CA 
36. Tyree Robinson ATH 6'4" 200 San Diego, CA 
37. Jared Goff QB 6'4" 185 Kentfield, CA 
38. Joe Mathis OL  6'4" 250 Ontoario, CA 
39. Chans Cox LB 6'3" 230 Lakeside, AZ 
40. Eldridge Massington WR 6'1" 206 Mesquite, TX 
AC-12 TEAM RANKINGS 
1, UCLA 7. Arizona State 
2. Washington 8. Oregon State 
3. USC 9. Utah 
4. Oregon 10. Washington State 
5. Cal 11, Stanford 
6. Arizona 12. Colorado 


PRIEST WILLIS 
DB, UCLA 


RECRUITING 


Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 


Washington 
USC 

UCLA 

USC 

UCLA 

USC 
Washington 
Stanford 
Washington 
Oregon 
UCLA 
Stanford 
UCLA 

UCLA 

UCLA 

USC 
Arizona 
UCLA 
Washington 
Oregon 
Washington 
Oregon 
UCLA 
Oregon 

Cal 

Oregon 

Cal 
Washington 
Arizona State 
UCLA 


ROBERT NKEMDICHE 
DL, OLE MISS 


SU'A CRAVENS 
B, USC 


TAHAAN GOODMAN 
DB, UCLA 


DEMARCUS ROBINSON 
WR, FLORIDA 


Co) yc ie Se ee es) 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Robert Nkemdiche DL 6'5" 270 Loganville, GA Ole Miss 
2. Vernon Hargreaves Ill DB 5'11"185 Tampa, FL Florida 
3. Laremy Tunsil OL 6'6" 320 Lake City, FL Ole Miss 
4. Reuben Foster LB 6'1"_ 244 Aubum, AL Alabama 
5. _Montravius Adams DL  6'3" 315 Vienna, GA Auburn 
6. Derrick Henry RB 6'3" 242 Yulee, FL Alabama 
7. —Laquon Treadwell WR 6'3" 198 Crete, IL Ole Miss 
8. Jonathan Allen LB 6'3" 264 Leesburg, VA Alabama 
9. Chris Jones DL  6'5" 250 Houston, MS Mississippi State 
10, O.J. Howard TE 6'6" 235 Prattville, AL Alabama 
11. Carl Lawson DL 6'2" 250 Alpharetta, GA Aubum 
12. Kelvin Taylor RB 5'10"205 Belle Glade, FL Florida 
13. Robert Foster WR 6'3" 187 Monaca, PA Alabama 
14. Ricky Seals-Jones WR 6'5" 225 Sealy, TX Texas A&M 
15. Tony Conner DB 6'2" 216 Batesville, MS Ole Miss 
. AShawn Robinson DL  6°4" 320 Ft. Worth, TX Alabama 
. Alex Collins RB 5'11"207 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Arkansas 
. Alvin Kamara RB 5'10" 195 Norcross, GA Alabama 
. Tre'Davious White DB 5'10"170 Shreveport, LA LSU 
. Dee Liner DL 6'3" 281 Muscle Shoals, AL Alabama 
. Elijah Daniel DL 6'4" 250 Avon, IN Auburn 
. Altee Tenpenny RB 6'0" 207 North Little Rock, AR Alabama 
. Alexander Anzalone LB = 6'3" 220 Wyomissing, PA Florida 
. Daniel McMillian LB = 6'3" 220 = Jacksonville, FL Florida 
. Ethan Pocic OL 6'7" 285 Lemont, IL LSU 
. Grant Hill OL 66" 301 Huntsville, AL Alabama 
. Tyren Jones RB 5'9" 215 Marietta, GA Alabama 
. Frank Herron DL 6'5"_ 245 Memphis, TN LSU 
. Greg Gilmore DL 6'4" 275 Hope Mills, NC LSU 
30. Justin Manning DL 6'1" 270 Dallas, TX Texas A&M 
. Cooper Bateman QB 6'3" 215 Murray, UT Alabama 
32. Kendell Beckwith LB 6'3" 225 Jackson, LA LSU 
. Marcell Harris DB 6'2" 220 Orlando, FL Florida 
. Demarcus Robinson WR 6'2" 200 Ft. Valley, GA Florida 
. Tray Matthews DB 6'0" 190 Newnan, GA Georgia 
. Tim Williams LB 6'3" 235 Baton Rouge, LA Alabama 
. ArDarius Stewart ATH 6'0" 190 Fultondale, AL Alabama 
. Hunter Henry TE 6'5" 238 Little Rock, AR Arkansas 
. Brice Ramsey QB 6'3" 195 Kingsland, GA Georgia 
. Maurice Smith DB 6'0" 180 Sugar Land, TX Alabama 
. Kelsey Griffin DL  6'2" 292 Hoschton, GA South Carolina 
. Isaiah Golden DL 6'2" 320 Carthage, TX Texas A&M 
. Larenz Bryant LB 6'0" 215 Charlotte, NC South Carolina 
. Marquez North WR 6'4" 214 Charlotte, NC Tennessee 
. Keanu Neal DB 6'1" 203 Bushnell, FL Florida 
. Alvin Bailey WR 6'0" 170 Seffner, FL Florida 
. Austin Golson OL 6'6" 290 Prattville, AL Ole Miss 
. Tramel Terry WR 5'11"195 Goose Creek, SC Georgia 
49. Caleb Brantley DL  6'3" 304 Crescent City, FL Florida 
50. Shaq Wiggins DB 5'10" 168 Tyrone, GA Georgia 
SEC TEAM RANKINGS 
1. Alabama 8. South Carolina 
2. Florida 9. Mississippi State 
3. Ole Miss 10. Vanderbilt 
4. LSU 11. Tennessee 
5. Texas A&M 12. Arkansas 
6. Auburn 13. Kentucky 
7. Georgia 14, Missouri 


FRANK HERRON 
OL, LSU 
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BY CONFERENCE —— 


ACC / BIG TEN / BIG 12 / PAC 12/ SEC 


AMERICAN / C-USA / MAC / MOUNTAIN WEST Wrangler 


SUN BELT 


ANE GRICE SSS (MOUNTAIN WEsit 


Player Ht Wt Hometown Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. James Quick i 6'1" 180 Louisville, KY pers 1. Zack Greenlee QB 6'1" 183 Stockton, CA Fresno State 
2. Nadir Barnwell DB 5'11"190 Piscataway, NJ Rutgers 2. Aaron Baltazar RB 5'11"185 Chula Vista, CA Boise State 
3. Kyle Bolin QB 6'3" 185 Lexington, KY Louisville 3. Julius Wilson WR 6'0" 175 Culver City, CA San Diego State 
4. Travis Johnson TE 6'4" 225 Tampa, FL Cincinnati 4. Ryan Finley QB 6'4" 185 Phoenix, AZ Boise State 
5. Dorian Miller OL 63" 295 Metuchen, NJ Rutgers 5. Tanner Vallejo LB 6'1" 230 Grass Valley, CA Boise State 
6. Lamar Robbins DB 6'3" 188 Miami, FL USF 6. D.J. Moffitt LB 6'2" 205 Livermore, CA UNLV 
7. Derrick Calloway DL 6'1" 300 Bradenton, FL USF 7. Kendal Keys WR 6'2" 190 San Diego, CA Boise State 
8. Stacy Thomas DL 6'2" 235 Miami, FL Louisville 8. Nick Siler OL 6'4" 250 Henderson, TX Air Force 
9. Richard Benjamin DB 6'1" 195 Tampa, FL Louisville 9. Tere Calloway ATH 5'11"180 Seattle, WA Nevada 
10. De'Asian Richardson DL 6'2" 285 Jacksonville, FL Louisville 10. Darryl Richardson QB 6'5" 230 Seffner, FL San Diego State 
11, Buddy Brown LB -6'3" 205 Williamstown, NJ Temple 
12. Deadrin Senat DL 6'1" 311 Immokalee, FL USF MOUNTAIN WEST TEAM RANKINGS 
13. Chucky Williams CB 6'2" 180 Hialeah, FL Louisville 1. Boise State 7. New Mexico 
14, Tim Boyle QB 6'3" 215 Middlefield, CT UConn 2. Fresno State 8. UNLV 
15. Myles Nash LB 6'5" 205 Sicklerville, NJ Rutgers 3. San Diego State 9, Air Force 
AMERICAN TEAM RANKINGS — behaves 
> 5. Colorado State 11. Wyoming 
1. Rutgers 6. Connecticut 6. Nevada 12. San Jose State 
2. Louisville 7. SMU 
3. South Florida 8. UCF 
4. Houston 9. Memphis 
5. Cincinnati 10. Temple 
‘ . 
or” as TSUNBELL i sid 
Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Devaris Brunson LB 6'0" 210 Lake City, SC East Carolina 1. Elijah McGuire RB 5'11"185 Houma, LA ULL 
2. Michael Johnson DB = 5'10"170 Miami, FL Marshall 2. Joe Fennell OL 6'4" 300 Ft. Myers, FL Westem Kentucky 
3. Rob Boyd OL 6'3" 295 Vian, OK Tulsa 3. Kaleb Blanchard RB 5'11"195 Denham Springs,LA South Alabama 
4. Kenneth SantaMarina OL 65" 305 New Orleans, LA Tulane 4. George Williams LB 45'11" 220 Miami, FL ULL 
5. Jeremiah Benjamin LB 6'2" 230 Hollywood, FL Marshall 5. Jamel James RB 5'11"215 Katy, IX Texas State 
6. _ Dalton Rodriguez DL 66" 250 Tulas, OK Tulsa 6. James Clark LB 6'3" 200 Sebastian, FL ULL 
7. Christopher Robinson DL  6'2" 265 Shreveport, LA Southern Miss 7. Dila Rosemond DB 5'10"180 Cypress, TX Texas State 
8. _ De'Andre Wilson DB 5'9" 170 Myrtle Beach, SC Marshall 8. Logan Cart DL 64" 300 Owensboro, KY Arkansas State 
9. Tristan Mumford LB 6'1" 225 Statesville, NC East Carolina 9. Scott Austin WR 6'4" 180 Biloxi, MS ULL 
10. Kamani Thomas RB 5'9" 195 Dallas, GA Middle Tennessee 10. Simeon Thomas DB 6'3" 190 Miami, FL ULL 
“ RANKIN 
C-USA TEAM RANKINGS SUN BELT TEAM RANKINGS 
1. Marshall ; 8. Middle Tennessee 1. Louisiana-Lafayette 5. Arkansas State 
2. East Carolina 9, UAB 
3. Southern Miss 10. Rice 2 Texas State 6. Trey P 
4. Tulsa 11 ; UTSA 3. Western Kentucky 7. Georgia State 
5 Tulane 12. FIU 4. South Alabama 8. ULM 
6. Louisiana Tech 13. North Texas 
7. FAU 14. UTEP 
Su a 
Player Ht Hometown School 
1, Rodney Adams - 6'1" 17 St. Petersburg, FL Toledo 
2. _Delando Johnson DB 6'2" 190 Baltimore, MD Toledo 
3. Brogan Roback QB 6'4" 185 Maumee, OH Eastern Michigan 
4. Shannon Smith DL 6'2" 280 Chicago, IL Bowling Green 
5. Lorenzo Woodley RB 6'0" 210 Miami, FL UMass 
6. Jordan Martin DB 6'2" 200 Upper Marlboro, MD Toledo 
7.  Aregeros Turner ATH 5'10"170 Copley, OH Northern Illinois 
8. Fred Coppet RB 5'9" 180 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Bowling Green 
9. Darius Holiday DL 6'5" 260 Miramar, FL Bowling Green 
10. Mike Rogers WR 6'1" 185 Ft. Wayne, IN Bowling Green 
MAC TEAM RANKINGS wH 
1. Toledo 8. Akron 
2. Bowling Green 9. Eastern Michigan Al [- A M E A IC 
3. Central Michigan 10. Ball State A 
4. Northern Illinois 11. Kent State . 
cate at petal NADIR BARNWELL ZACK GREENLEE 
; : DB, RUTGERS QB, FRESNO STATE 


7. Western Michigan 
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TOP 20 QUARTERBACKS Player Ht Wt Hometown _— Player Ht Wt Hometown 
Player Ht Wt Hometown Drake Harris 64" 180 Grand Rapids, Ml Kentavius Street 64" 255 Greenville, NC 
Kyle Allen 6'2" 185 Scottsdale, AZ Demarre Kitt 61" 185 Tyrone, GA Solomon Thomas 6'3" 250 Coppell, TX 
Drew Barker 6'4" 210 Hebron, KY Ermon Lane 63" 193 Homestead, FL Justin Thornton 6'5" 220 Prichard, AL 
Keller Chryst 63" 215 Palo Alto, CA Josh Malone 6'2" 190 Gallatin, TN Denzel Ware 6'3" 220 Opp, AL 
David Comwell 6'5" 230 Norman, OK Speedy Noil 5110" 175 New Orleans, LA Andrew Williams 64" 230 McDonough, GA 
Brandon Dawkins 6'3" 205 Westlake Village, CA Trey Quinn 61" 200 Lake Charles, LA Gerald Willis 6'2" 250 New Orleans, LA 
Chris Durkin 64" 215 Youngstown, OH Artavis Scott 5'10" 175 Tarpon Springs, FL 
Quinton Flowers Bt" 210 Miami,FL Cameron Sims 63" 190 Mone, LA TOP 15 DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
D.J. Gillins 63" 185 Jacksonville,FL —_Dallis Todd 65" 210 LaMirada,CA _—~Player Ht Wt Hometown 
Will Grier 63" 180 Davidson, NC —_—‘Trevion Thompson 62" 177 Durham, NC Andrew Brown 64" 280 Chesapeake, VA 
Justin Hansen 64" 200 Edmond,OK Barry Ware 6'3" 190 Corona, CA ronan Christmas —6'4" 290 Bradenton, FL 
Tyler Harris 6'3" 205 Blackshear, GA Khairi Clark 62" 325 Hollywood, FL 
Jerrod Heard 62" 190 Denton, TX TOP 20 OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Josh Frazier 6'2" 325 Springdale, AR 
Caleb Henderson 6'3" 220 Burke,VA _—~Pilayer Ht Wt Hometown —_—_ Lamont Gaillard 6'3" 310 Fayetteville, NC 
DeShone Kizer 6'5" 210 Toledo, OH Andy Bauer 65" 305 St.Louis, MO ‘Thomas Holley 614" 285 Brooklyn, NY 
Jacob Park 6'3" 205 Goose Creek,SC Mason Cole 6'4" 285  TarponSprings,FL _—_—Bijhon Jackson 611" 330 El Dorado, AR 
Rafe Peavey 6'2" 215 Bolivar, MO Roderick Johnson 6'6" 310 Florissant,MO Bryan Mone 64" 340 Salt Lake City, UT 
Clayton Thorson 64" 190 Wheaton, IL Jamarco Jones 6'5" 290 Chicago,IL Charles Mosley 64" 360 Brighton, TN 
Will Ulmer 61" 190 Washington,DC —-‘Marcelys Jones 65" 325 Cleveland, OH Derrick Nnadi 61" 305 Virginia Beach, VA 
Deshaun Watson 6'3" 200 Gainesville,GA Demetrius Knox 6'5" 300 Ft. Worth, TX Dontavius Russell 6'3" 300 Carrollton, GA 
Manny Wilkins 62" 180 Novato,CA Damien Mama 6'5" 340 Bellflower, CA oa See La ee 
Ke McDermott 6'6" 285 — West Palm Beach, FL inuu Tava ‘0" OMpOC, 
TOP 20 RUNNING BACKS Steven Moss 6'5" 275 ‘Fredericksburg, VA _—-‘Twavonte Valentine 6'4" 297 Palm Bay, FL 
Player Ht Wt Hometown Sam Mustipher 6'4" 285 Olney, MD —-Dexter Wideman 6:4" 255 Saluda, SC 
Donald Catalon 511" 190 Houston, TX Quenton Nelson 6'5" 285 Red Bank, NJ 
Nick Chubb 511" 215 Cedartown,GA  RossPierschbacher 6'5" 285 Cedar Falls, 1A TOP 20 LINEBACKERS 
Dalvin Cook 511" 190 Miami,FL Damian Prince 66" 300 District Heights, > «Player Ht Wt Hometown 
Leonard Fournette 60" 215 New Orleans, LA Cameron Robinson 66" 330  — WestMonroe, LA _Dllon Bates 6'3" 220 _ Ponte Vedra Beach, Fl. 
Royce Freeman 511" 215 imperial, CA Jordan Sims 644" 325 Birmingham, AL Dante Booker 64" 210 Akron, OH 
Jalen Hurd 6'2" 225 Hendersonville, TN Braden Smith 66" 290 Olathe, KS Derik Calhoun 60" 215 EI Cerrito, CA 
Justin Jackson 511" 180 Carol Stream, IL Bentley Spain 66" 275 Charlotte, nc Ronnie Clark 63" 210 Calera, AL 
Jeff Jones 60" 195 Minneapolis, MN _Donell Stanley 64" 327 Latta, SC Jamardre Cobb 62 _2l5 Loe Angeles, CA 
Christian McCaffrey 6'0" 195 Littleton, CO ‘Roderick Taylor 63" 305 Jackson, mS ‘Kain Daub 6'3" 235 Jacksonville, FL 
Shai McKenzie 511" 210 Washington, PA Casey Tucker 66" 270 Chandier,Az  Devante Downs 6'3" 230 Mountlake Terrace, WA 
Sony Michel 511" 205 Plantation, FL Rashaan Evans 63° 215 Auburn, Al 
Joe Mixon 62" 195 Oakley, CA TOP 15 ATHLETES Michael Ferns 6'3" 240 St. Clairsville, OH 
Varshaun Nixon 59" 185 Austin, TX Player Ht = Wt Hometown _*lifton Garrett 62" 228 Plainfield, IL 
Gerald Owens 62" 240 Westville, NJ. Myles Autry 59" 175 Norcross, GA ‘Raekwon McMillan 63" 235 Hinesville, GA 
Derrell Scott 511" 175 Havelock, NC Budda Baker 5410" 170 Bellevue, WA Christian Miller 6216 Columbia, SC 
Devon Thomas 60" 190 Broken Arow,OK Adam Choice 59" 190 Thomasville, GA Coe Gi" _228 Crete, 
Racean Thomas 511" 196 Oxford, AL Treon Harris 511" 180 Miami, FL le Rogers Cel Buford, GA 
Mikale Wilbon 59" 195 Chicago, [L _Dravon Henry 511" 185 Niiquippa, PA Pe oe on , Pas 
Nick Wilson 541" 195 Fresno,CA Elijah Hood 511" 215 Chatotte, Ciaran re Sion bark pecceae 
Joseph Yearby 5'9" 190 Miami, FL Darrion Johnson 59" 175 Brenham,TK 5 a Wis AO toe a 
Jamil Kamara 62" 195 VirginiaBeach,va Dwight Willams ie al) 
TOP 10 TIGHT ENDS Alen Lazard 64" 195 Urbandale,IA Ye NaS fae op ju Ad 
Player Ht Wt Hometown —_Jabrill Peppers 64" 205 Paramus, NJ “Won Young ae ee 
Jeb Blazevich 6'4" 230 Charlotte, NC Michiah Quick 6'0" 170 Fresno, CA EFENSIVE BACKS 
lan Bunting 66" 210 Hinsdale, IL Bo Scarbrough 6'2" 225 Tuscaloosa, AL Player TOP 20D Ht Wt Bi Hometown 
Bryce Dixon 6'4" 220 Ventura, CA Kevin Shorter 6'0" 190 Newton, TX Jamal Adams 6'0" 185 Lewisville, TX 
Daniel Helm 6'4" 220 Chatham, IL John Smith 61" 200 Long Beach,CA —_aivaraz Bessent 541" 170 Kinastand, 
Tyler Luatua 64" 230 La Mirada, CA Nathan Starks 5'11" 200 Las Vegas, NV Quin Blanding 6'2" 200 Virginia Beach, VA 
Ravian Pierce 64" 215 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Tony Brown 6'0" 185 Beaumont. TX 
Kalan Ritchie 65" 210 Goose Creek, GA TOP 20 DEFENSIVE ENDS foa ana B41" 170 TSO AZ 
Dalton Schultz 65" 215 South Jordan, UT Player Ht Wt Hometown Wesley Green 5410" 165 Lithonia, GA 
Cannon Smith 6S" 235 Columbia,SC Jesse Aniebonam 64" 230 Olney,MD_ = avion Hall 62" 185 Taxarkana, T% 
Jacory Washington 6'5" 220 Westlake, LA Keyon Brown 63" 230 Wauchula, FL Nick Harvey 5'9" 175 Richmond, TX 
Lorenzo Carter 6'5" 230 Norcross, GA Adoree’ Jackson 5111" 185 Gardena, CA 
TOP 20 WIDE RECEIVERS Deondre Clark 63" 230  OklahomaCity,OK —_aurence Jones 6:2" 200 Monroe, LA 
Player Ht Wt Hometown  QualenCunningham ——6'4"_220 Chandler,AZ Todd Kelly 61" 190 Knowville, TN 
Mark Andrews 616" 225 Scottsdale,AZ Garrett Dickerson 64" 240 Oradell, NJ Mfarshon Lattimore 60" 175 Cleveland. OH 
Saeed Blacknall 62" 190 Englishtown, NJ Lorenzo Featherston 66" 215 Greensboro, NC Montae Nicholson 6'3" 200 Monroeville, PA 
Dominique Booth 61" 195 Indianapolis, IN Myles Garrett 6'4" 240 Arlington, TX Edward Paris 61" 190 Arlington, TX 
Jalen Brown 62" 170 Phoenix,AZ Da'Shawn Hand 6'5" 250 Woodbridge,VA Germaine Pratt 63" 190 High Point, NC 
Parris Campbell 6'0" 180 Akron, OH Dewayne Hendrix 65" 250 O'Fallon, IL D.J. Smith 60" 180 Marietta, GA 
KD Cannon 6'0" 160 Mt Pleasant, TX Jalyn Holmes 6'5" 225 Norfolk, VA Dylan Sumner-Gardner 6'2" 195 Mesquite, TX 
Shaq Davidson 6'0" 170 Gaffney, SC Nifae Lealao 6'2" 282 Sacramento, CA Jalen Tabor 61" 180 Washington, DC 
Malachi Dupre 6'2" 190 River Ridge, LA Malik McDowell 6'6" 235 Detroit, MI Nick Watkins 61" 185 Dallas, TX 
Armanti Foreman 5111" 175 Texas City, TX Derick Roberson 6'3" 220 San Antonio, TX Damon Webb 511" 180 Detroit, Ml 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 83 


Arkansas, Auburn; Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Boston College: Bruce Schwartzman; 
Oregon State: Steve Dipaola ; USC: Peter Brouillet; Nebraska: Tom DiPace 
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Utah, UCLA: Peter Brouiller; Miami: Margaret Bowles; Baylor: Bruce Schwartz- 
man; Oregon State, Oregon: Steve Dipaola 
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CHEDULES 
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2013 FBS SCHEDULES 


TCU (7-6, 4-5) 

Fort Worth, TX 

Aug. 31 vs. LSU# 

SE Louisiana 
Sept. 12 at Texas Tech 
Sept. 28 SMU 

at Oklahoma 
Kansas 

at Oklahoma State 
Texas 

West Virginia 

at lowa State 

at Kansas State 
Baylor 
Arlington, TH 
TEXAS [9-4, 5-4) 

Austin, TX 
Aug, 31 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 26 


Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov, 2 
Nov. 9 
Nov. 16 
Nov, 30 


New Mexico State 
at BYU 

Ole Miss 
Kansas State 

at lowa State 
vs. Oklahoma # 
at TCU 

Kansas 

at West Virginia 
Oklahoma State 
Texas Tech 


at Baylor 


Dallas, TX 


TEXAS TECH (8-5, 4-5) 


Lubbock, TX 
Aug. 30 atSMU 
Sept. 7 Stephen F. Austin 
Sept. 12 TCU 
Sept. 21 Texas State 
Oct, 5 atKansas 
Oct, 12 lowa State 
Oct. 19 at West Virginia 
Oct. 26 at Oklahoma 
Nov, 2 Oklahoma State 
Nov, 9 Kansas State 
Nov, 16 vs. Baylor # 
Nov, 28 at Texas 
WAslington, TH 


WEST VIRGINIA (7-6, 4-5) 


Morgantown, WV 

William & Mary 
at Oklahoma 
Georgia State 
vs. Maryland # 
Oklahoma State 
at Baylor 

Texas Tech 

at Kansas State 
at TCU 

Texas 

at Kansas 

lowa State 
#Battimore, MD 


EAST CAROLINA (8-5, 7-1) 
Greenville, NC 

Aug. 31 Old Dominion 
Sept. 5 Florida Atlantic 
Sept. 14 Virginia Tech 
Sept. 28 at North Carolina 
Qct. 5 at Middle Tennessee 
Oct, 12 at Tulane 

Oct, 19 Southern Miss 
Nov. 2 atFIU 

Tulsa 

Nov, 16 UAB 

at NC State 

at Marshall 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

(3-9, 2-6 Sun Belt) 

Boca Raton, FL 

at Miami 

at East Carolina 
at South Florida 
Middle Tennessee 
at Rice 

at UAB 

Marshall 

at Auburn 

Tulane 

at Southern Miss 
New Mexico State 
Noy. 29 FIU 


FIU (3-9, 2-6 Sun Belt) 


Aug. 31 


Bethune-Cookman 
Sept. 21 at Louisville 

Oct. 5 atSouthern Miss 
Oct. 12 UAB 

Oct. 26 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 2 East Carolina 
Nov. 9 at Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 16 at UTEP 

Nov. 23 Marshall 

Nov. 29 at Florida Atlantic 


LOUISIANA TECH 
(9-3, 4-2 WAC) 
Ruston, LA 


Sept. 14 


at NC State 
Lamar 

Tulane 

at Kansas 

vs, Army # 

at UTEP 

North Texas 

at FIU 

Southern Miss 

at Rice 

Tulsa 

at UTSA 

#Dalias, TX 
MARSHALL (5-7, 4-4) 
Huntington, WV 

Aug. 31 Miami Ohio} 

Sept. 7 Gardner-Webb 
Sept. 14 at Ohio 

Sept. 21 at Virginia Tech 
Oct. 5 UTSA 

Oct. 12 at Florida Atlantic 
Oct. 24 atMiddle Tennessee 
Nov. 2 Southern Miss 
Nov. 9 UAB 

Nov, 14 
Nov. 23 


Nov, 30 East Carolina 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE (8-4, 6-2 


Sun Belt} 

Murfreesboro, TN 

Aug. 29 Western Carolina 
Sept. 7 atNorth Carolina 
Sept. 14 Memphis 

Sept. 21 at Florida Atlantic 
Sept. 27 at BYU 

Oct. 5 East Carolina 
Qct. 12 atNorth Texas 
Oct. 24 Marshall 

Nov, 2 atUAB 

Nov. 9 FIU 

Nov. 23 at Southern Miss 
Nov. 30 UTEP 


NORTH TEXAS (4-8, 3-5 Sun 


Belt) 

Denton, TX 

Idaho 

at Ohio 

Ball State 

at Georgia 

at Tulane 
Middle Tennessee 
at Louisiana Tech 
at Southern Miss 
Nov. 2 Rice 

UTEP 

Nov, 23 UTSA 

Nov, 30 atTulsa 

RICE (7-6, 4-4) 
Houston, TX 

Aug. 31 at Texas ASM 
Sept. 14 Kansas 

Sept. 21 Houston 

Sept. 28 Florida Atlantic 
Oct, 5 atTulsa 

Oct. 12 atUTSA 

Oct. 19 atNew Mexico State 
Oct. 26 UTEP 

Nov. 2  atNorth Texas 
Nov. 16 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 23 at UAB 

Nov, 30 Tulane 


SOUTHERN MISS (0-12, 0-8) 


Hattiesburg, MS 

Aug. 31 Texas State 
Sept, 7 atNebraska 
Sept. 14 at Arkansas 
Sept. 28 at Boise State 
Oct. 5 FIV 

Oct. 19 at East Carolina 
Oct. 26 North Texas 
Nov. 2 atMarshall 
Nov, 9 atLouisiana Tech 
Nov. 16 Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 23 Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 30 atUAB 


TULANE (2-10, 2-6) 

New Orleans, LA 

Aug. 31 Jackson State 
Sept. 7 South Alabama 
Sept. 12 at Louisiana Tech 
Sept. 21 at Syracuse 
Sept. 28 atUL Monroe 
North Texas 
East Carolina 
Tulsa 

at Florida Atlantic 
at UTSA 

UTEP 

at Rice 


TULSA (11-3, 7-1) 


at Bowling Green 
Colorado State 
at Oklahoma 
lowa State 
Oct. 5 Rice 

at UTEP 

at Tulane 
UTSA 

at East Carolina 
Nov. 14 Marshall 

Nov. 23 at Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 30 North Texas 

UAB (3-9, 2-6) 
Birmingham, AL 

Aug. 31 at Troy 

Sept. 7 atLSU 

Sept. 21 Northwestern State 
Sept. 28 at Vanderbilt 
Oct. 5 Florida Atlantic 
Oct. 12 atFIU 

Oct. 26 atUTSA 

Nov. 2 Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 9 at Marshall 
Nov. 16 at East Carolina 
Nov. 23° Rice 

Southern Miss 


UTEP [3-9, 2-6} 
El Paso, TX 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct, 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct, 26 
Nov. 2 at TexasA&M 
Nov. 9 at North Texas 
Nov. 16 FIU 

Nov. 23 atTulane 

Nov, 30 at Middle Tennessee 


UTSA (8-4, 3-3 WAC) 
San Antonio, TX 

Aug. 31 at New Mexico 
Oklahoma State 
at Arizona 

at UTEP 
Houston 

at Marshall 
Oct. 12 Rice 

Oct. 26 UAB 

at Tulsa 
Tulane 

at North Texas 
Louisiana Tech 


New Mexico 

at New Mexico State 
UTSA 

at Colorado State 
Louisiana Tech 
Tulsa 

at Rice 


MAC 


at UCF 

James Madison 
at Michigan 

UL Lafayette 

at Bowling Green 
Oct. 5 Ohio 

at Northern Illinois 
at Miami (Ohio) 
Ball State 

Kent State 

at Massachusetts 


Nov. 29 Toledo 


BALL STATE (9-4, 6-2) 


Muncie, IN 
Aug. 29 Illinois State 

Army 

at North Texas 

at Eastern Michigan 
Toledo 

at Virginia 

Kent State 

at Western Michigan 
at Akron 

Central Michigan 

at Northern Illinois 
Miami (Ohio) 


BOWLING GREEN (8-5, 6-2) 


Bowling Green, OH 

Aug. 29 Tulsa 

at Kent State 

at Indiana 

Murray State 
Akron 
Massachusetts 

at Mississippi State 
Toledo 

at Miami [Ohio} 
Nov. 12 Ohio 

at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 29 at Buffalo 
BUFFALO (4-8, 3-5) 

Buffalo, NY 
Aug. 3} 
Sept, 7 
Sept, 14 
Sept. 28 


at Ohio State 

at Baylor 

Stony Brook 
Connecticut 
Eastern Michigan 
at Western Michigan 
Massachusetts 

at Kent State 

Nov, 5 Ohio 

at Toledo 

at Miami 

Nov. 29 Bowling Green 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN (7-6, 4-4) 
Mt, Pleasant, MI 

Aug. 31 at Michigan 

Sept. 7 New Hampshire 
Sept. 14 at UNLV 

Sept. 21 Toledo 

Sept. 28 at NC State 

Oct. 5 at Miami (Ohio) 
Oct. 12 atOhio 

Oct. 19 Northern Illinois 
Nov. 6 atBall State 

Nov. 16 at Western Michigan 
Nov. 23 Massachusetts 
Nov. 29 Eastern Michigan 


EASTERN MICHIGAN (2-10, 1-7] 
Ypsitanti, Mj 

Howard 

at Penn State 

at Rutgers 

Ball State 

at Buffalo 

at Army 

Oct. 19 Ohio 

at Northern Illinois 

at Toledo 

Western Michigan 
Bowling Green 

at Central Michigan 
KENT STATE (11-3, 8-0) 
Kent, OH 
Aug. 29 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct, 5 


Liberty 

Bowling Green 

at LSU 

at Penn State 

at Western Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
at Ball State 

at South Alabama 
Buffalo 

at Akron 

Miami (Ohio) 

Nov. 19 at Ohio 
MASSACHUSETTS (1-11, 1-7) 
Amherst, MA* 

Aug. 31 at Wisconsin 
Maine 

at Kansas Stale 
Vanderbilt 

at Bowling Green 
Miami (Ohio) 

at Buffalo 

Western Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Akron 

at Central Michigan 
at Ohio 

“All home games at Gillette Field 


MIAMI [OH] (4-8, 3-5) 
Oxford, OH 
Aug. 31 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 29 


at Marshall 

at Kentucky 
Cincinnati 

at Illinois 
Central Michigan 
at Massachusetts 
Akron 

at Ohio 

Bowling Green 
at Kent State 
Buffalo 

at Ball State 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS (12-2, 8-0) 

Dekalb, !L 

at lowa 

at |daho 

Eastern Illinois 

at Purdue 

at Kent State 

Akron 

at Central Michigan 

Eastern Michigan 

at Massachusetts 

Ball State 

Nov, 20 at Toledo 

Nov. 26 Western Michigan 

OHIO (9-4, 4-4) 

Athens, OH 

Aug. 31 at Louisville 

Sept. 7 North Texas 
Marshall 

Sept. 21 Austin Peay 

at Akron 

Central Michigan 

at Eastern Michigan 

Miami [Ohio} 

at Buffalo 

at Bowling Green 

Kent State 

Massachusetts 

TOLEDO (9-4, 6-2) 

Toledo, OH 

Aug. 31 

Sept. 7 

Sept. 14 

Sept. 21 


at Florida 

at Missouri 
Eastern Washington 
at Central Michigan 
Sept. 28 at Ball State 

Oct. 5 Western Michigan 
Oct, 19 Navy 

Oct. 26 at Bowling Green 
Nov. 2 Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 12 Buffalo 

Nov. 20 Northern Illinois 
Nov, 27 atAkron 
WESTERN MICHIGAN (4-8, 2-6] 
Kalamazoo, Mi 

Aug. 31 at Michigan State 
Sept. 7 Nicholls State 
Sept. 14 at Northwestern 
Sept. 21 atlowa 

Sept. 28 Kent State 

Oct. 5 atToledo 

Oct. 12 Buffalo 

Oct, 19 Ball State 

Oct. 26 at Massachusetts 
Nov. 9 at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 16 Central Michigan 
Nov, 26 at Northern Illinois 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


AIR FORCE (6-7, 5-3) 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Colgate 

Utah State 

at Boise State 
Wyoming 

at Nevada 

at Navy 

San Diego State 
Notre Dame 
Army ' 

at New Mexico 
UNLV 

at Colorado State 


Nov. 21 
Nov. 30 


BOISE STATE (11-2, 7-1) 


Boise, ID 
Aug. 31 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 2 
Nov. 16 
Nov. 23 
Nov. 30 


at Washington 
Tennessee-Martin 
Air Force 

at Fresno State 
Southern Miss 

at Utah State 
Nevada 

at BYU 

at Colorado State 
Wyoming 

at San Diego State 
New Mexico 


COLORADO STATE (4-8, 3-5] 


Fort Collins, CO 
Sept. 1 vs. Colorado # 
Sept. 7 atTulsa 
Sept. 14 Cal Poly 
Sept. 21 at Alabama 
Sept. 28 UTEP 
Oct. 12 San Jose State 
Oct. 19 at Wyoming 
Oct, 26 at Hawaii 
Nov. 2 Boise State 
Nov. 9 Nevada 
Nov. 16 at New Mexico 
Nov. 23 at Utah State 
Noy. 30 Air Force 
ADenver, CO 


FRESNO STATE [9-4, 7-1) 
Fresno, CA 
Aug. 29 Rutgers 

Cal Poly 

at Colorado 

Boise State 

at Hawaii 

at Idaho 

UNLV 

at San Diego State 
Nevada 

at Wyoming 

New Mexico 

Nov. 29 atSan Jose State 


HAWAII (3-9, 1-7] 
Honolulu, HI 

Aug. 29 USC 

Sept. 7 at Oregon State 
Sept. 21 at Nevada 
Sept. 28 Fresno State 
Oct. 5 San Jose State 
Oct. 12 atUNLV 

Oct. 26 Colorado State 
Nov. 2 at Utah State 
Nov. 9 atNaw 

Nov. 16 San Diego State 
Nov. 23 at Wyoming 
Nov. 30 Army 
NEVADA [7-6, 4-4) 


at UCLA 

UC Davis 

at Florida State 
Hawaii 

Air Force 

at San Diego State 
at Boise State 
UNLV 

at Fresno State 

at Colorado State 
San Jose State 
Nov. 30 BYU 

NEW MEXICO [4-9, 1-7] 
Albuquerque, NM 

UTSA 

at UTEP 

at Pittsburgh 
UNLV 

New Mexico State 
at Wyoming 

Utah State 

at San Diego State 
Air Force 
Colorado State 

at Fresno State 
Nov. 30 at Boise State 


SAN DIEGO STATE (9-4, 7-1) 
San Diego, CA 

Avg. 31 Eastern Illinois 
Sept. 7 at Ohio State 
Sept. 21 Oregon State 
Sept. 28 at New Mexico State 
Oct. 4 Nevada 

Oct. 10 at Air Force 
Oct, 26 Fresno State 
Nov, 2 New Mexico 
Nov. 9 atSan Jose State 
Nov, 16 at Hawaii 

Nov. 23 Boise State 
Nov. 30 at UNLV 


SAN JOSE STATE 
(11-2, 5-1 WAC) 

San Jose, CA 

Aug. 2? Sacramento State 
Sept. 7 at Stanford 
Sept, 21 at Minnesota 
Sept, 27 Utah State 

Oct, 5 atHawaii 

Oct. 12 at Colorado State 
Oct. 26 Wyoming 

Nov, 2 at UNLV 

Nov. 9 San Diego State 
Nov, 16 atNevada 

Nov. 23 Navy 

Nov. 29 Fresno State 


UNLV (2-11, 2-7] 

Las Vegas, NV 

at Minnesota 
Arizona 

Central Michigan 
Western Illinois 
at New Mexico 
Hawaii 

at Fresno State 
at Nevada 

San Jose State 
Utah State 

at Air Force 
San Diego State 
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UTAH STATE (11-2, 6-0 WAC) 


at Utah 

Sept. 7 atAir Force 
Sept. 14 Weber State 

at USC 

Sept. 27 at San Jose State 
Oct. 4 BYU 

Boise State 
Oct. 19 atNew Mexico 
Hawaii 

Nov. 9 at UNLV 
Colorado State 
Nov. 30 Wyoming 
WYOMING [4-8, 3-5) 
Laramie, WY 

at Nebraska 
Idaho 

Northern Colorado 
at Air Force 
Sept. 28 at Texas State 
New Mexico 
Oct. 19 Colorado State 
Oct. 26 atSan Jose State 
Fresno State 
Nov. 16 at Boise State 
Nov. 23 Hawaii 

Nov. 30 at Utah State 


ARIZONA (8-5, 4-5) 
Tucson, AZ 

Northern Arizona 
Sept. 7 at UNLV 

UTSA 

Sept. 28 at Washington 
Oct. 10 atUSC 

Oct. 19 Utah 

Oct. 26 at Colorado 
Nov. 2  atCalifornia 
UCLA 

Nov. 16 Washington State 
Nov. 23 Oregon 

Nov. 30 at Arizona State 


ARIZONA STATE (8-5, 5-4) 


Sept. 5 Sacramento State 

Sept. 14 Wisconsin 

at Stanford 

Sept. 28 USC 

Oct. 5 vs. Notre Dame # 

Colorado 

Oct. 19 Washington 

at Washington State 

at Utah 

Oregon State 

at UCLA 

Nov. 30 Arizona 
fArlington, TX 


CALIFORNIA (3-9, 2-7) 
Berkeley, CA 

Aug. 31 Northwestern 
Sept. 7 Portland State 
Sept. 14 Ohio State 
Sept. 28 at Oregon 
Oct. 5 Washington State 
Oct. 12 atUCLA 
Oregon State 
at Washington 
Nov. 2 Arizona 
Nov. 9 USC 

at Colorado 
at Stanford 


COLORADO (1-11, 1-8] 

Boulder, CO 

Sept. 1 vs. Colorado State # 

Sept. 7 Central Arkansas 

Sept. 14 Fresno State 

Sept. 28 at Oregon State 

Oregon 

at Arizona State 

Oct. 26 Arizona 

at UCLA 

at Washington 

California 

Nov, 23 USC 

Nov. 30 atUtah 
4Derver, CO 


OREGON (12-1, 8-1) 


OR 

Nicholls State 
Sept. 7 atVirginia 
Sept. 14 Tennessee 
California 
Oct. 5 atColorado 
Oct. 12 atWashington 
Oct. 19 Washington State 

UCLA 


at Stanford 

Nov, 16 Utah 

Nov. 23  atArizona 

Oregon State 


OREGON STATE (9-4, 6-3) 


Corvallis, OR 

Aug. 31 Eastern Washington 
Sept. 7 Hawaii 

Sept. 14 atUtah 

at San Diego State 
Colorado 

Oct, 12 atWashington State 
Oct. 19 atCalifornia 
Stanford 

Nov. 1 USC 

Nov. 16 atArizona State 
Nov. 23 Washington 

Nov. 2? atOregon 


STANFORD (12-2, 8-1) 
Stanford, CA 

Sept. 7 San Jose State 
Sept. 14 atArmy 
Arizona State 
Sept. 28 vs. Washington State # 
Oct. 5 Washington 
at Utah 

UCLA 

Oct. 26 atOregon State 
Nov. 7 Oregon 

at USC 

Nov. 23 California 
Notre Dame 
Seattle, WA 
UCLA (9-5, 6-3} 

Los Angeles, CA 

Aug. 31° Nevada 

at Nebraska 
New Mexico State 
Oct. 3 atUtsh 
California 

at Stanford 
Oct. 26 atOregon 
Colorado 
Nov. 9 atArizona 
Nov. 15 Washington 
Noy. 23 Arizona State 
at USC 


USC (7-6, 5-4) 

Los Angeles, CA 

Aug. 29 at Hawaii 
Sept. 7 Washington State 
Boston College 
Utah State 

at Arizona State 
Oct. 10 Arizona 

at Notre Dame 
Oct. 26 Utah 

at Oregon State 
at California 
Stanford 

at Colorado 
Nov. 30 UCLA 


UTAH (5-7, 3-6) 

Salt Lake City, UT 

Utah State 
Sept. 7 Weber State 


Oct. 26 atUSC 

Nov. 9 Arizona State 
Nov. 16 at Oregon 

Nov. 23 at Washington State 
Nov. 30 Colorado 


WASHINGTON (7-6, 5-4) 


Aug. 31 Boise State 
Sept. 14 ys. Illinois # 
Idaho State 
Sept. 28 Arizona 

Oct. 5 atStanford 


Oregon 

at Arizona State 
California 
Colorado 

at UCLA 

at Oregon State 
Nov, 29 Washington State 
#Chicago, IL 


WASHINGTON STATE (3-9, 1-8) 
Pullman, WA 
Aug. 31 at Auburn 
Sept. 7 atUSC 
Sept. 14 Southern Utah 
Idaho 
Sept. 28 Stanford # 
Oct. 5 atCalifornia 
Oct. 12 Oregon State 
Oct. 19 at Oregon 
Arizona State 
Nov, 16 atArizona 
Nov, 23 Utah 
Nov. 29 atWashington 
Seattle, WA 


SEC 


ALABAMA (13-1, 7-1) 
Tuscaloosa, AL 

vs, Virginia Tech # 
Sept. 14 at Texas A&M 
Colorado State 
Ole Miss 

Oct. 5 Georgia State 

Oct. 12 atKentucky 


at Mississippi State 
Chattanooga 

Nov. 30 at Auburn 

HAtlanta, GA 


ARKANSAS (4-8, 2-6) 
Fayetteville, AR 

Aug. 31 ULLafayette 
Sept. 7 vs. Samford # 
Southern Miss 


at Alabama 


Nov. 23 vs. Mississippi State # 
Nov, 30 atLSU 
Little Rock, AR 


AUBURN (3-9, 0-8) 
Auburn, AL 

Washington State 
Sept. 7 Arkansas State 
Mississippi State 
at LSU 

Ole Miss 

Oct. 12 Western Carolina 
Oct. 19 atTexasA&M 
Oct. 26 Florida Atlantic 


Nov. 30 Alabama 
FLORIDA (11-2, 7-1) 
Gainesville, FL 

Toledo 

at Miami 
Tennessee 

at Kentucky 
Oct. 5 Arkansas 

at LSU 

Oct. 19 at Missouri 
Nov. 2 vs. Georgia # 
Nov, 9% Vanderbilt 

at South Carolina 
Georgia Southern 
Florida State 
#Jocksonwille, FL 
GEORGIA (12-2, 7-1] 
Athens, GA 

at Clemson 
South Carolina 
Sept. 21 North Texas 
Sept. 28 LSU 

Oct. 5 atTennessee 
Missouri 

at Vanderbilt 
Nov. 2 vs. Florida # 
Nov. 9 Appalachian State 
at Auburn 
Kentucky 

at Georgia Tech 
Biacksonville, FL 


KENTUCKY (2-10, 0-8) 


Lexington, KY 

Aug. 31 vs. Western KY # 

Miami (Ohio) 

Louisville 

Florida 

at South Carolina 

Oct. 12 Alabama 

at Mississippi State 

Alabama State 

Missouri 

at Vanderbilt 

Nov. 23 at Georgia 

Nov. 30 Tennessee 
#Nastnle, TN 


LSU (10-3, 6-2) 
Baton Rouge, LA 
vs, TCU # 
Sept. 7 UAB 
Kent State 
Auburn 
at Georgia 
5 at Mississippi State 
Oct. 12 Florida 
Oct. 19 at Ole Miss 
Furman 
at Alabama 
Texas A&M 
Nov. 30 Arkansas 
HArtington, TX 


MISSISSIPPI STATE (8-5, 4-4) 


Starkville, MS 
vs, Oklahoma State # 
Sept. 7 Alcorn State 


at South Carolina 
at Texas A&M 
Nov. 16 Alabama 

vs. Arkansas % 
Nov. 28 Ole Miss 

SHouston, TX %Little Rock, AR 


MISSOURI (5-7, 2-6] 
Columbis, MO 

Aug. 31 Murray State 
Sept. 7 Toledo 

at Indiana 
Sept. 28 Arkansas State 
at Vanderbilt 
at Georgia 
Florida 
South Carolina 
Nov. 2 Tennessee 
at Kentucky 
Nov. 23 at Ole Miss 
Nov. 30 Texas A&M 


OLE MISS (7-6, 3-5) 
Oxford, MS 
Aug. 29 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 LSU 
Oct, 26 Idaho 
Nov. ? 
Nov. 16 Troy 
Nov. 23 
Nov. 28 at Mississippi State 


SOUTH CAROLINA [11-2, 6-2) 
Columbia, SC 

Aug. 29 North Carolina 
Sept. 7 at Georgia 
Sept. 14 Vanderbilt 
Sept. 28 at UCF 

Oct. 5 Kentucky 
Oct. 12  atArkansas 
Oct. 19 at Tennessee 
Oct. 26 at Missouri 
Nov. 2 Mississippi State 
Nov. 16 Florida 

Nov. 23 Coastal Carolina 
Nov. 30 Clemson 


at Vanderbilt 
SE Missouri State 
at Texas 


TENNESSEE (5-7, 1-7) 


Knoxville, TN 

Aug. 31 Austin Peay 
Sept. 7 Western Kentucky 
at Oregon 

at Florida 
South Alabama 
Georgia 
South Carolina 
at Alabama 
at Missouri 
Auburn 
Vanderbilt 
Nov. 30 at Kentucky 


TEXAS A&M (11-2, 6-2) 
College Station, TX 

Aug. 31 Rice 

Sam Houston State 
Sept. 14 Alabama 

Sept. 21 SMU 

at Arkansas 

at Ole Miss 

Oct. 19 Auburn 
Vanderbilt 
UTEP 
Mississippi State 
at LSU 

Nov. 30 at Missouri 


VANDERBILT (9-4, 5-3) 


Nashville, TN 

Aug. 27 Ole Miss 

Sept. 7 Austin Peay 
Sept. 14 at South Carolina 
at Massachusetts 
Sept. 28 UAB 

Oct. 5 Missouri 
Georgia 

at Texas A&M 
at Florida 
Kentucky 

at Tennessee 
Wake Forest 


2013 FBS SCHEDULES 


SUN BELT 


ARKANSAS STATE (10-3, 7-1} 
Jonesboro, AR 

31 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
7 atAuburn 

. 12 Troy 

. 21 at Memphis 

28 at Missouri 
12 Idaho 

22 UL Lafayette 
2 atSouth Alabama 
3 atUL Monroe 

16 Texas State 

. 23 Georgia State 

at Western Kentucky 
GEORGIA STATE 

(1-10, 1-7 Colonial) 

Atlanta, GA 

Aug. 30 Samford 
Chattanooga 

at West Virginia 
Jacksonville State 
Oct. 5 atAlabama 

Oct. 12 Troy 

at Texas State 

Oct. 26 atUL Monroe 
Western Kentucky 
UL Lafayette 

Nov. 23 at Arkansas State 
Nov. 30 South Alabama 


FFFTRLLLELE 


UL LAFAYETTE (9-4, 6-2) 


Lafayette, LA 

at Arkansas 

Sept. 7 at Kansas State 
Nicholls State 

at Akron 

Oct. 5 Texas State 

Oct. 15 at Western Kentucky 
at Arkansas State 
New Mexico State 


Troy 
Nov. 16 at Georgia State 
UL Monroe 
at South Alabama 


at Oklahoma 
Grambling State 
at Wake Forest 

at Baylor 

Sept. 28 Tulane 

Oct. 3 Western Kentucky 
at Texas State 
Georgia State 

at Troy 

Nov. 9 Arkansas State 
at South Alabama 
at UL Lafayette 


SOUTH ALABAMA (2-11, 1-7) 
Mobile, AL 

Southern Utah 

at Tulane 

Sept. 14 Western Kentucky 
at Tennessee 

at Troy 

Kent State 

at Texas State 
Nov. 2 Arkansas State 

at Navy 

UL Monroe 

at Georgia State 
Dec. 7 ULLafayette 


TEXAS STATE (4-8, 2-4 WAC) 
San Marcos, TX 
at Southern Miss 
Prairie View A&M 
at Texas Tech 
Sept. 28 Wyoming 
Oct. 5 atUL Lafayette 

iL Monroe 
Georgia State 
South Alabama 
Nov. 2 atldaho 
Nov. 16 atArkansas State 
Nov. 23 Western Kentucky 
Nov. 29 atTi 


TROY (5-7, 3-5) 


Aug. 31 UAB 

Sept. 7 Savannah State 

at Arkansas State 
at Mississippi State 
Sept. 28 atDuke 

Oct. 5 South Alabama 
Oct. 12 at Georgia State 

at Western Kentucky 
UL Monroe 

at UL Lafayette 

at Ole Miss 

Texas State 


WESTERN KENTUCKY (7-6, 4-4) 
Bowling Green, KY 

Aug. 31. vs. Kentucky # 

at Tennessee 

4 at South Alabama 
ee State 


javy 
at UL Monroe 
vm Lafayette 


> = 
at Georgia State 
at Army 
at Texas State 
Arkansas State 
#Nasinilte, TN 


INDEPENDENTS = 
ARMY (2-10) 
West Point, NY 
. 31 Morgan State 
Sept. 7 at Ball State 
Sept. 14 Stanford 
Sept. 21 Wake Forest 
Sept. 28 vs. Louisiana Tech # 
. 5 atBoston College 
12 Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 19 at Temple 
2 atAirForce 
9 Western Kentucky 
30 at Hawaii 
A vs. Navy % 
#Oallas, TX "Philadelphia, PA 


at Virginia 
Sept. 7 Texas 

Sept. 21 Utah 

Middle Tennessee 
at Utah State 
Georgia Tech 
at Houston 
Boise State 

at Wisconsin 
Idaho State 

at Notre Dame 


at North Texas 

at Wyoming 
Northern Illinois 
at Washington State 
Sept. 28 Temple 

Oct. 5 Fresno State 

Oct. 12 atArkansas State 
at Ole Miss 

Texas State 

Old Dominion 

at Florida State 


Nov. 30 _at New Mexico State 


NAVY (8-5) 

Annapolis, MD 

Sept. 7 atIndiana 

Delaware 

Sept. 28 at Western Kentucky 

Oct. 5 Air Force 

Oct. 12 at Duke 

at Toledo 

Pittsburgh 

at Notre Dame 

Hawaii 

South Alabama 

at San Jose State 

Dec, 14 vs. Army 
#Philadelphia, PA 


NEW MEXICO STATE 
(1-11, 0-6 WAC) 

Las Cruces, NM 

Aug, 31 at Texas 

Sept, 7 Minnesota 
Sept. 14 UTEP 

Sept. 21 at UCLA 

Sept. 28 San Diego State 
Oct. 5 atNew Mexico 
Oct. 19 Rice 

Oct. 26 Abilene Christian 
Nov. 2 atUL Lafayette 
Boston College 
Nov. 23 at Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 30 Idaho 


NOTRE DAME (12-1) 

South Bend, IN 

Aug. 8 Temple 

Sept. 7 at Michigan 

Sept. 14 at Purdue 

Sept. 21 Michigan State 

Oklahoma 

Oct. 5 vs. Arizona State # 
USC 


Oct. 26 at Air Force 
Nov. 2 Naw 
at Pittsburgh 
BYU 
at Stanford 
HArlington, TX 
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IND NOTRE DAME 


FIGHTING IRISH 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 8 


or those who thought Brian Kelly’s dalliance with the Philadelphia Eagles was a mere blip 

on the radar, think again. Don't be surprised if he’s engaged in talks with other NFL teams 

in the near future. Winning does that. “Other teams will pursue me in the future because 

we're going to continue to win,” Kelly said following Notre Dame's run to the BCS Na- 

tional Championship Game against Alabama. “That doesn’t mean I have an interest. But I think 
that’s going to continue to happen because we're going to continue to have success here.” 

That's big talk for a program that won in double figures for the first time since 2006 and competed 

for the national title for the first time in 19 years. It’s verging on braggadocio for a Notre Dame team 


that lost 50 times in a nine-year span from 2003-11. But it is talk grounded in reality. 
The Irish return five of the front seven on a defense that allowed just 12.8 points per 
game, three-fifths of the starting offensive line, and the quarterback who played well 
enough in his first year to inspire visions of BCS games on a regular basis. 
“When you'r in that environment, you want to get back there because there's no at- 
mosphere like it,” says Kelly of Notre Dame’s national championship tilt with the 
Crimson Tide that ended in a 42-14 loss. “It’s a great motivator for your football team.” 


QUARTERBACKS Everett Golson won the starting job in the 2012 preseason over 
Andrew Hendrix as Tommy Rees sat out the first game due to suspension. Kelly con- 
tinued to use Rees in a closer’s role in victories over Purdue, Michigan and Stanford, 
and then as the starter for a concussed Golson against BYU. But after Golson led the 
Irish to an upset victory at Oklahoma, he began to flourish, leading a come-from-be- 
hind rally at home against Pittsburgh that kept Notre Dame’s national-tidle hopes alive. 
Golson completed 58.8 percent of his passes for 2,405 yards with 12 touchdowns and 
only six interceptions. The South Carolina native also added 298 yards on the ground 


to give the Irish just enough of a rushing threat from the quarterback position. With three years of 
eligibility, Golson is a star on the rise. “He's stepping out front,” Kelly said. “He’s leading workouts. 
He's active in meetings. He's on the edge of his chair. Across the board, he’s a different young man 


because he’s been in it. He knows what it looks like.” 


RUNNING BACKS The Irish lost 1,659 yards rushing and nine rushing TDs with the graduation 
of Theo Riddick and Cierre Wood. Riddick, in particular, was a warrior down the stretch in 2012 as 
the Irish grinded out victories over Pittsburgh, Boston College and USC. There is, however, still 
plenty of talent at the position, led by junior George Atkinson III, who averaged 7.1 yards on his 51 
carries with five rushing TDs. He'll face competition from USC transfer Amir Carlisle, as well as 


THE VERDICT 


freshmen Greg Bryant and Tarean Folston, two of the 
more highly touted running backs from the prep ranks. 
Also competing for playing time is junior Cam 
McDaniel, who like Carlisle is a top pass-catching 
threat out of the backfield. 


RECEIVERS In 2012, the Irish had to replace wide- 
out Michael Floyd. This season, it’s Tyler Eifert, Notre 
Dame's all-time leader in career receptions among tight 
ends with 140. The Irish will compensate for the loss 
of Eifert with a committee as opposed to one stand- 
out, although senior T] Jones and sophomore DaVaris 
Daniels were shining stars in the one-sided loss to Al- 


2013 PROJECTION: 10-2 


abama. Jones, with 50 receptions for 649 yards, came on strong last season, and Daniels (31 catches, 
490 yards) began to emerge in his first season of competition. Senior Daniel Smith and sophomore 
Chris Brown will be in the mix for a spot in the rotation. C.J. Prosise preserved a year of eligibility 
at safety last season and is now contending for reps as a slot receiver. Early-entry freshmen James On- 
wualu and Corey Robinson are in the running for playing time at receiver, while rookie tight end Mike 


Heuerman is chasing Troy Niklas, Alex Welch and Ben Koyack for playing time. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Center Braxston Cave (35 career starts) and right guard Mike Golic Jr. 
(17 career starts) are gone. But left tackle Zack Martin is back for a final year of eligibility after pro- 
jecting as a second-round NFL pick. He'll team up with fellow fifth-year senior Chris Watt at left 
guard to form one of the better and more experienced tandems in the country. Junior Christian Lom- 


The Fighting Irish were soundly defeated by Alabama in the BCS National Championship Game, 
but Brian Kelly clearly has the program back among the elite. Eight starters return from a defense 
that allowed only 12.8 points and 305.5 yards per game. The offense played better in the second 
half of last season, but quarterback Everett Golson still has room to grow. Running backs Cierre 
Wood and Theo Riddick, along with tight end Tyler Eifert, the top receiving threat, must be re- 
placed. Don’t expect another undefeated regular season, but Notre Dame should once again play 
ina BCS bowl. Postseason: Orange Bowl vs. Clemson 


2013 SCHEDULE 


AUGUST 
8 Temple 


SEPTEMBER 
7 at Michigan 


14 at Purdue 
21 Michigan State 


28 Oklahoma 


OCTOBER 

5 vs. Arizona State # 
¥_USC_ = 
26 at Air Force 
NOVEMBER 

2 Nay 

9 atPittsburgh _ 

23 BYU 


30 at Stanford 
7 ~ #Arlington, TX 


KEY FIGHTING IRISH 


Everett Golson, QB 
Fumbling issues 
haunted him early, 
but he came to life in 
the second half of the 
season. 

Louis Nix III, NG The prover- 
bial immovable object in the 
middle of the line holds the 
point of attack as well as any 
nose guard in the country. 
Stephon Tuitt, DE Despite 
battling a sports hernia the sec- 
ond half of the season, he still 
led the Irish in sacks with 12. 


KEY LOSSES 


Manti Te’o, LB Led the team in tackles 
with 113 and interceptions with seven; 
was the heart and soul of the entire team. 
Tyler Eifert, TE His pass-catching num- 
bers dwindled in 2012, but he remained 
ND's go-to receiver. 

Kapron Lewis-Moore, DE Often over- 
shadowed by fellow defensive linemen, 
but he was a big part of an elite defense. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
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bard returns at right tackle after starting all 13 games in 2012. Nick Martin, Zack's brother, nailed 
down the center job in the spring, and right guard Conor Hanratty, whose father Terry helped lead 
Notre Dame to the 1966 national title, won the battle in the spring. If sophomore Ronnie Stanley 
emerges at tackle, he could bump Lombard to right guard. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN It’s rare that Notre Dame boasts NFL talent along the defensive line, 
which is a big reason why the Irish hadn't competed for a national title in nearly two decades, But 
with juniors Louis Nix III at nose guard and Stephon Tuitt at left end, the Irish are capable of 
dominating at the point of attack, as evidenced by their gaudy numbers against the rush in 2012. 
Veteran end Kapron Lewis-Moore is gone, but sophomore Sheldon Day — who played a signifi- 
cant role as a rookie in 2012 — steps into the starting lineup and should be productive from the 
outset, Sophomore Tony Springmann made an impressive debut last season. Senior Kona Schwenke 
is a capable backup to Nix, although star power is 
lost when Nix comes off the field. Notre Dame will 
need 6'5", 295-pound redshirt freshman Jarron 
Jones, who preserved a year of eligibility in 2012, to 
make a contribution in the absence of junior Chase 
Hounshell, who will miss his second straight season 
with a shoulder injury. The Irish will be counting 
on highly touted freshman defensive tackle Eddie 
Vanderdoes to make an early impact. 


LINEBACKERS Considering he led one of the top 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 81 DaVaris Daniels (So.) 
WR 7 TJ Jones (Sr.) 
WR 20 C2. Pressel) 
LT 70 Zack Martin (Sr.) 
LG 66 ChrisWatt{(Sr.) 


C72 Nick Martin (So.) 


88 Corey Robinson (Fr.) 
2 Chris Brown (So.) 
87 Daniel Smith (Sr.) 
78 Ronnie Stanley (So.) 
51 Bruce Heggie (Jr.) 
C72. Nick Mar (So) 7 Matt Hegarty (So.) 
RG 65 ConorHanratty(So.) 75 Mark Harrell [Fr.) 


RT_74 Christian Lombard (Jr.) 79 Steve Elmer (Ft) 
TE 85. Troy Niklas (Jr.) 82 Alex Welch (Jr.) 
QB 5 EverettGolson(So.) 11 Tommy Rees (Sr.) 


RB 4 George Atkinson Ili Jr.) 3. Amir Carlisle (Ur.) 


=} 


defenses in the country with 113 tackles and a sur- 
ry 

prising seven interceptions from his inside linebacker 

position, Manti Te’o was a worthy Heisman Trophy 


runner-up. His leadership will be missed as much as 
his on-field productivity. The coaching staff is high 
on Te’o’s replacement, Jarrett Grace, who is the type 
of downhill run-stopper with size that defensive co- 
ordinator Bob Diaco covets. Grace will form a trio 
inside with fifth-year seniors Dan Fox and Carlo Cal- 
abrese, who have a combined 35 career starts. Senior 
Prince Shembo is listed as an outside linebacker, but 
he’s a hybrid end/outside backer who has recorded 14 
career sacks. The Irish were pleasantly surprised by 
the emergence of physical outside linebacker Danny 
Spond in ’12. Ishaq Williams appears primed for a 
breakout junior campaign. Sophomores Ben Coun- 
cell and Romeo Okwara should be ready to con- 
tribute. Expectations will be high for 5-star freshman 
Jaylon Smith. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Anticipating the potential for disaster with the departure of veterans Robert 
Blanton and Gary Gray, the Irish instead turned in a great performance last year in the secondary. Con- 
verted receiver Bennett Jackson became a leader, and true freshman KeiVarae Russell emerged as a le- 
gitimate starter after Lo Wood was lost for the season with an Achilles injury. Wood's return gives Notre 
Dame depth at cornerback. The Irish must replace veteran Zeke Motta at safety, but Matthias Farley, 
another productive converted wide receiver, is now the leader on the back end of the defense. Soph- 
omore Elijah Shumate saw playing time as Notre Dame's nickel back in °12, and now he’s compet- 
ing with classmate Nicky Baratti and junior Austin Collinsworth for the open position at safety. Safety 
prospect Max Redfield is among the most highly regarded of the Notre Dame freshmen. 


SPECIALISTS Kyle Brindza started the 2012 campaign as the backup to Nick Tausch, who waited 
his turn as David Ruffer ran roughshod over the Irish kicking record book in ’11. But Tausch suf 
fered an injury before the second game, and Brindza stepped in and set a school record with 23 field 
goals. Alex Wulfeck, a senior transfer from Wake Forest, is in line to take over the punting duties. 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 7 Stephon Tuitt (Jr.) 
NG 1 Louis NixiIl (Jr.) 
DE 91 Sheldon Day(So.) 69 Tony Springmann(So.) 
OLB 55 Prince Shembo(Sr.) 11 Ishaq Williams (Jr) 
ILB 44 CarloCalabrese(Sr.) 59 Jarrett Grace (So.) 

ILB 48 Dan Fox (Sr.) 8 Kendall Moore (Jr.) 
OLB 13 Danny Spond(Sr.) 30 Ben Councell (So.) 

CB 2 Bennett Jackson(Sr.) 21 Jalen Brown (So.) 

CB 6 KeiVarae Russell (So.) 23 Lo Wood [Jr.) 

S$ 41 Matthias Farley(So.) 28 Austin Collinsworth (Jr.) 
S 22 Elijah Shumate (So) 29 Nicky Baratti(So.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 27 Kyle Brindza Jr.) ~=KR 4 George Atkinson Ur.) 

P Alex Wulfeck (Sr.) PR 7 UJones(Sr) = 


RISING STAR 


Amit Carlisle has battled an assortment 
of injuries since he transferred to Notre 
Dame from USC, but he should be 100 per- 
cent healthy in the fall. Coach Brian Kelly 
is excited about what the speedy California 
native can provide at running back and as a 
slot receiver, and possibly as a return man 
as well. 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NOTRE DAME 


SCOUTING THE FIGHTING IRISH 


“Brian (Kelly) utilizes his personnel well. He plays well to the strengths of the team, and he adapted. The quarterback (Everett 
Golson) has a chance to be a great player when he becomes more consistent. ... The quarterback’s ability to make plays was why 
they went with him over the (older) quarterbacks. The other guys didn’t have that same ability or creativity. ... The tight end 
(Tyler Eifert) was the hardest matchup on the field. Linebackers couldn't control him, defensive backs weren't big enough to 
handle him. They'll miss him. The way they used him in wideout sets, flexing him, they did a good job formation-ing you and try- 
ing to get a matchup. That's why | think (Kelly) stayed with so many big formations, because the wide receivers weren't ready for 
an offense that threw it 40 times a game. They'll throw it 25 times per game unless they really develop those skill players. ... 
They are really big up front defensively. Really good there. They make it difficult.” 


OUTSIDE THE 
HUDDLE 


GOLSON DEMANDS MORE Everett Gol- 
son doesn’t just want to quarterback the 
Irish offense — he wants to lead it. “I 
don’t know that you could even put him 
in the same category with where he 
started last year to where he is now,” 
Brian Kelly says. “He now has a strong 
command of our offense. We're at a to- 
tally different point in his development.” 


REGULAR PERFECTION Notre Dame, 
which was 12-0 before losing to Ala- 
bama in the BCS National Championship 
Game, enjoyed its first undefeated regu- 
lar season since 1988 — the year Lou 
Holtz guided the Fighting Irish to its last 
national title. 


FINDING THEIR MAN With the gradua- 
tion of Zeke Motta, which came on the 
heels of the loss of first-round draft 
choice Harrison Smith, the Irish will be 
breaking in a young player to handle 
safety opposite 2012 upstart Matthias 
Farley. It looks like the Irish have found 
their guy in sophomore Elijah Shumate, 
who handled nickel duties in 2012. “He's 
physical. He's a sure tackler, and he can 
play the safety position,” Kelly says. 
“He's our guy back there. He’s got to 
continue to learn. But (safeties) Coach 
(Bob) Elliott has done a nice job with the 
learning curve.” 


BACK AND BETTER Fifth-year senior left 
tackle Zack Martin could have jumped to 
the NFL after the 2012 season, but he 
opted to return to Notre Dame, and he'll 
anchor the left side of the line with fifth- 
year senior guard Chris Watt. “[NFL of- 
fensive line coach) Tony Wise was here, 
and he's coached for a long time, and 
(four-time All-Pro center) Olin Kreutz was 
here to watch practice,” says Irish offen- 
sive line coach Harry Hiestand. “(Martin) 
was all they kept talking about.” 


TEAM INFO 


HEAD COACH 

Brian Kelly 

RECORD AT SCHOOL 
28-11 (3 years) 
CAREER RECO} 


199-68-2 (22 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
Chuck Martin 

COORDINATORS 
Bob Diaco, Kerry Cooks 
LOCATION 


South Bend, IN 
STADIUM 
Notre Dame Stadium (80,795) 
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2012 RESULTS 


RECORD: 12-1 


IND 2013 NOTRE DAME ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN | DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN Sept. 1 vs. ‘Navy % W 50-10 
17 Fiessinger, Charlie 6-1/190 Jr. Mason,0H | 91 Day, Sheldon 6-2/286 So. Indianapolis, IN Sept.8 Purdue — W 20-17 
5 Golson, Everett 6-0/186 So. Myrtle Beach,Sc | 50 Hounshell, Chase  4-4/271 So. Kirtland, OH Sept.15 atMichigan State W 20-3 
12 Hendrix, Andrew 6-2/226 Tr. Cincinnati, OH | 94 Jones, Jarron 6-5/295 Fr. Rochester, NY Sept.22 Michigan W 13-6 
11 Rees, Tommy 62/213 Sr. Lake Forest, (L_ | 86 Martinez, Arturo 6-4/254 Sr. Miami, FL Oct. 6 vs.Miami(FlaJ& Wi 41-3. 
8 Zaire, Malik 6-0/208 Fr. Kettering, oH | _! Nix Il, Louis 6-3/347 Jr. Jacksonville, FL Oct. 13 Stanford fot) Wo 20-13 
ae = | 96 Schwenke,Kona —6-4/297 Sr. Hauula, HI Oct. 20 BYU W 17-14 
RUNNING BACKS = HT/AWT CL HOMETOWN 69 Springmann, Tony 6-6/284 So. Fort Wayne, IN Oct. 27 at Oklahoma W 30-13 
4 Atkinson Ill, George 6-1/217 ee -— Stockton, CA | 2. Stockton, Tyler 5-11/284 Sr. Linwood, NJ Nov. ay Pittsburgh fot) W 29-26 
3 Carlisle, Amir 5-10/185 So. Santa Clara, CA 7 Tuitt, Stephon 6-6/322 Jr. Monroe, GA Nov.10 atBoston College W 21-6 
32 Mahone, Will B1/214 Fr. Austintown, OH | 63 Utupo, Justin 6-1/281 Sr. Lakewood, CA Nov. 17 Wake Forest W 38-0 
33 McDaniel, Cam §-10/199 Jr. Coppell, TX | 11 Williams, Ishaq 6-5/261 Jr. ~ Brooklyn, NY Nov.26 atUSC §  ## W 22-13. 
49 Plantz, Tyler 5-9/203 Sr Frankfort, 1k LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN Jan. 7 vs. Alabama # L 14-42 
RECEIVERS HTIWT CL HOMETOWN | 44 Calabrese, Carlo 6-1/244 Sr. Verona, NJ ‘Dublin, Ireland &Chicago 
46 Anderson, Josh __5-9/198 So. Chatsworth, A | 30 Councell,Ben __—6-5/248_So. ‘Asheville, NC eis ees eee 
2. Brown, Chris 6-2/191 So. Hanahan, sc | 48 Fox, Dan 6-9/242 _St.___Rocky River, OH 
81 Daniels, DaVaris 6-2/192 So. Vernon Hills, | 5? Grace, Jarrett _6-8/248 So. _Cincinnati, OH 
7 Jones, U 51192 Sr Roswell, GA 93 Little, Connor 6-3/222 Jr. Lake Elmo, MN 
37 Lee, Eic ‘56/73 Je. WestDes Moines, ta | Moore. Kendall 6-1/244 bed was 
39 Liebscher, Ryan §-11/211 Sr. Colorado Springs co pt cnet. la = ae. 

—— ——__— ‘| §6 Rabasa, Anthony 6-3/243 So. Miami, FL 
83 Martinez, Gerard 6-1/199 Fr. Las Vea, NV 38 Schmidt, Joe 6-0/226 So. Orange, CA 
V4 Massa, luke _—6-4/234_St._—_—Cincinnati, OH | 55 hembo, Prince 621268 Sr. Charlotte, NC 
17 Onwualu, James 6-1/215 Fr. Saint Paul, MN 13 Spond, Danny 62/248 Sr. Littleton, CO 

ise, C.J. ; Petersburg, VA 
aren He re | argos Nt cmt 
$$$. _________"____|_ 24 Atkinson, Josh 6-0/197 Jr. Stockton, CA 
87 Smith, Daniel 6-4/213 Sr. South Bend, IN 1 Badger, Chris 60/199 fT Provo, UT 
TIGHT ENDS HTWT CL HOMETOWN | 29 Baratti, Nicky 6-1/201 So. ~ Tomball, TK 
81. Brooks, Joey 6-6/222 St. Houston, 1X | 21 Brown,. Jalen 61/207 So. Irving, TX 
9 Heuerman, Mike 6-4/218 ft. Naples, FL | 47 Cavalaris, Connor 5-11/190 So. Lake Forest, i Ty JONES 
18 Koyack, Ben 6-5/261 Sr. Oil City, PA | 28 Collinsworth, Austin 6-1/194 Jr. Fort Thomas, KY 
85 Niklas, Troy 6-7259 J. “Fullerton, CA | rae eas ie =: ' one i. 2012 INDIVIDUAL 

RENT ardy, Eilar - 0. eynoldsburg, 

Se ee ee 2 Jackson, Bennett  6-0/183 Sr. Hazlet, NJ STATS 
OFFENSIVELINEMEN = HT/WT CL HOMETOWN | {6 McOsker, Eamon 6-0/198 Fr. San Pedro, CA PASSING | ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
67_ Carr, Kevin 6-5/355 St. Nashville, TN 35 Romano, Joe  —5-9/174 Sr. River Forest, IL_ EverettGolson 318 187 2,405 12 6 
79. Elmer, Steve 6-6/317 Fr. Midland, MI 6 Russell, KeiVarae 5-11/190 So. Everett, WA Tommy Rees 59 3h) «436-2 2 
73 Furlong, Dan ———6-4/243_ Fr. Livonia, MI | 22 Shumate, Elijah 6-0/213 So. ‘East Orange, NJ RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
65 Hanratty, Conor. 6-5/309 So. New Canaan, CT 42 Soto, Ernie ——-§-9/18B- ot. a Davie, FL Theo Riddick 199 917) 48 5 
75 Harrell, Mark 6-4/305 Fr. Charlotte, NC 31. Turner, John 6-0/220 fr. Indianapolis, IN Cierre Wood 114 «742 «65 4 
77 Hegarty, Matt ——<6-5/291 So. Aztec, NM | 23 Wood, Lo 51194 Jr Apopka, FL_ George Atkinson 51 S61 1S 
a Ra Ee i —— ; EverettGolson 94 298 3.2 6 
51 Heggie, Bruce 6-5/286 Sr. Sorrento, FL SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
74 Lombard, Christian 6-5/322 Jr. Inverness, iL | 27 Brindza, Kyle (KIP) 6-1/236 J Canton, Ml RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
72 Martin, Nick 6-5/284 So. Indianapolis, IN | 61 Daly, Scott (LS) 6-2/248 So. Downers Grove, IL_ ae grea 
70 Martin, Zack 6-4/308 Sr. Indianapolis, IN | 39 Rhodes, Jude(K/P) 5-10/180 Sr. —_-Kapsowar, Kenya Theo Riddick 36 «370 «103 2 
78 Stanley, Ronnie 6-6/318 So. _Las Vegas, NV 40. Tausch, Nick (K) 6-0/195 Sr. Plano, TX DaVaris Daniels 31 490 15.8 0 
66 Watt,Chris ——6-3/321 Sr. Glen Ellyn, !L_ | ——Wulfeck, Alex(P) —_5-9/175 Sr. Jacksonville, FL KICKING: Kyle Brindza, 23-31 FGs, 29-29 XPs, 


97 points 

TACKLES: Manti Te’o, 113; Zeke Motta, 77 

SACKS: Stephon Tuitt, 12; Prince Shembo, 7.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Manti Te’o, 7; Bennett Jackson, 4 


2013 SIGNEES 


Hunter Bivin OL 6-6 290 Owensboro, KY Mike McGlinchey OL 6-8 280 Philadelphia, PA : : 
Greg Bryant RB 5-11 200 Delray Beach, FL Colin McGovern OL 6-5 280 ~~“ NewLenox, IL Reticnig Pores is Bats 
Devin Butler DB 6-2 180 Washington, DC John Montelus OL 6-5 305 Everett, MA 
Michael Deeb WB 6-2 235 Plantation, FL_ James Onwualu WR 6-2 210 Saint Paul, MN 2012 RANKINGS 
Steve Elmer OL 6-5 300 Midland, MI Doug Randolph 1B 6-3 230 Richmond, VA Offense Per Game National 
Tarean Folston RB 5-10 190 __ Cocoa, FL Max Redfield OB 6-2 1% Mission Viejo, CA Scoring 25.8 ppg 78 
William Fuller WR 6-1 180 Philadelphia, PA Corey Robinson WR 6-5 190 San Antonio, TX Rushing 189.4 ypg 38 
Mike Heuerman TE 6-4 225 Naples, FL Isaac Rochell DL 6-5 265 McDonough, GA Passing 222.8 ypg vi 
Torii Hunter Jr. WR 6-0 180 Prosper, TX — Jaylon Smith LB 6-3 220 Fort Wayne, IN Total 412.2 ypg 54 
Rashad Kinlaw DB 5-11 185 Galloway, NJ Durham Smythe TE 6-5 230 Belton, TX $$ ______ 
Cole Luke DB 6-0 180 Chandler, AZ Eddie Vanderdoes DL 6-3 285 Auburn, CA Defense = PerGame =——Mational 
Jacob Matuska DL 6-5 255 Columbus, OH Malik Zaire 0B 6-2 190 Kettering, OH Bite ee ppg ‘: 

= ushin é 
The Irish signed a consensus top-5 class, led by safety Max Redfield, outside linebacker Jaylon Smith, defensive lineman Eddie Passing 199.8 me 2 
Vanderdoes and running backs Greg Bryant and Tarean Folston. The coaching staff is excited about quarterback Malik Zaire, who Total 305.5 ypg 7 
enrolled early and picked up the nuances of the playbook during the spring. Two early enrollees impressed at wide receiver, James 70 Per 


Onwualu and Corey Robinson, the son of Hall of Fame basketball player David Robinson. The Irish signed five offensive linemen, 


led by early-entrant tackle Steve Elmer and highly touted guard John Montelus. is 


+0.62 
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WHEN IT COMES 10 PAINTING, 


4. 


A great paint job starts with Zinsser. 
Just one coat of Bulls Eye 1-2-3° Primer hides dark 
colors, blocks stains and seals the surface so you 
start painting with a fresh canvas. You'll get truer 
colors and a more even sheen. And, the pros know 
that one coat of tinted Bulls Eye 1-2-3 and one coat 
of paint will look better — and last longer — than 
two coats of paint. It’s no wonder it’s the primer they 
prefer 2 to 1 over other brands. To paint like a pro, 


prime like a pro, Use Zinsser first. Visit zinsser.com. 


ZINSSER©) PREPARE FOR GREATNESS: 


QUALITY SINCE 1849 


©2011 RUST-OLEUM CORPORATION 
RUST-OLEUM CORPORATION, VERNON HILLS, IL. An RPM Company 
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142 TCU HORNED FROGS 
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REGIONAL TEAMS 


173 HOUSTON COUGARS 

174 SMU MUSTANGS 

176 MARSHALL THUNDERING HERD 
177 NORTH TEXAS MEAN GREEN 
178 RICE OWLS 

179 TULSA GOLDEN HURRICANE 
180 UTEP MINERS 

181 UTSA ROADRUNNERS 

183 TEXAS STATE BOBCATS 


148 BACK IN ACTION: CASEY PACHALL 
156 5 STEPS TO FIX TEXAS 
164 KLIFF KINGSBURY COMES HOME 
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BIG 12 
PREVIEW 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


COWBOYS 
10-2, 7-2 BIG 12 


KANSAS STATE 
WILDCATS 


8-4, 5-4 BIG 12 


4 | “e 
Schedule Notes: Home date with UL 
Lafayette in Week 2 will not be easy. Big 
12 opens with trips to 0-State, Texas. 


y" 
Schedule Notes: The Pokes have five Big 12 home games, includ- 
ing both TCU and OU. Opener vs. Mississippi State could be tough. 


BAYLOR 
BEARS 


8-4, 5-4 BIG 12 


¥ ; 
Schedule Notes: Back end of schedule is 
brutal: Oklahoma, vs. Texas Tech (Arling- 
ton), at Oklahoma State, at TCU, Texas. 


INSIDE THE ATHLON SPORTS WAR ROOM 
These questions shaped our 2013 Big 12 predictions. 


How did the projected Big 12 champion end up 
outside the top 15? 

We knew that it would be difficult to sort out the 
top four teams in the Big 12. We also knew that for 
the first time in recent memory the team that we 
picked to win this league wasn’t going to be in the 
discussion to be our preseason No. 1 team in the 
nation. Simply put: The Big 12 has solid depth in 
2013, but it's unlikely that any team in the league 


will emerge as a legitimate national title contender. 


Oklahoma State, our pick to win the conference, is 


ranked No. 16 overall — the lowest we have ranked 
a preseason Big 12 favorite in the 17-year history of 
the league. 

Can West Virginia survive the loss of so much 
talent on offense? 

It's going to be tough. West Virginia lost a ton of 
firepower — its starting quarterback and two 1,200- 
yard receivers — from a team that struggled down 
the stretch in 2012. Dana Holgorsen should find a 
way to piece together a respectable offense, despite 
the personnel losses, but the Mountaineer defense 


Schedule Notes: Trip to Notre Dame highlights non-conference 
slate. OU closes with trips to Kansas State and Oklahoma State. 


OKLAHOMA 
SOONERS 


4] 


TEXAS TECH 


Schedule Notes: Kliff Kingsbury era opens 
with a trip to SMU. First three Big 12 games 
are manageable: at KU, lowa State, at WVU. 


will have a tough time — once again — slowing 
down the high-powered offenses in the Big 12. It 
could be a long year in Morgantown. 


Doesn't Kansas State deserve the benefit of the 
doubt? 

You'd think that we would have learned our lesson 
after picking Kansas State to finish ninth and sixth, 
respectively, the past two seasons. And even though 
Bill Snyder has made a habit of exceeding expecta- 
tions at Kansas State, the 2013 Wildcats might 
have a tough time elbowing their way into the top 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TEXAS 


LONGHORNS 


. 


. 
,.-- 


Schedule Notes: Early season visit to BYU won't be easy. Ole Miss 
travels to Austin in Week 3. Season ends at Baylor. 


WEST VIRGINIA 
MOUNTAINEERS 


\ 


Schedule Notes: WVU gets only four Big 
12 home games. Non-conference game vs. 
Maryland is huge for bowl-eligibility. 


four of the Big 12. The offense should be in decent 
shape, even with the loss of Heisman finalist Collin 
Klein. Daniel Sams, the backup OB last fall, is an 
ideal fit for the K-State attack. The defense is the 
big concern. The Cats must replace nine starters 
from a unit that gave up 24 points or more in five of 
its last six games. Kansas State, at least on paper, 
looks like a fringe top-25 team at best. 

Texas has a talented roster. Why are the Long- 
horns picked third in the Big 12? 

Texas might have the highest ceiling of any Big 12 
team, but it's hard to jump on the Longhorns’ band- 
wagon based on their recent history of underachiev- 


TCU 


Schedule Notes: The Frogs open with LSU in Arlington and have 


five Big 12 road games. Not an easy slate for Gary Patterson's club. 


IOWA STATE 
CLONES 


_ 2-7 BiG 12 


Schedule Notes: Cyclones play only four 
Big 12 home games. Trip to Tulsa (for third 
meeting in a year) will be tricky. 


ing. They have been average at best at the quarter- 
back position in the past three seasons, and their 
defense was record-setting bad in 2012. The roster 
is loaded with 4- and 5-star talent, but there is 
nothing to suggest that this will be the season that 
Mack Brown gets things turned around. Sure, Texas 
will be good — we are predicting a 9-3 record in 
the regular season — but Texas fans want more 
than good. They want a national championship. And 
that doesn’t appear likely in 2013. 

How did Casey Pachall’s return factor into TCU’s 
ranking? 

Pachall is a huge part of the equation at TCU. Had 


KANSAS 


Schedule Notes: Jayhawks better beat 
South Dakota in Week 1. Might be only 
chance for a win. 


he played the entire season (and played well), it’s 
very likely that the Horned Frogs would have been 
our pick to win the Big 12 in 2013. But he didn't 
play the entire season. He only made it through four 
games before taking time off to deal with a sub- 
stance abuse problem. He was back with the team 
in the spring and is expected to reclaim his role as 
the starting quarterback, but there are no guaran- 
tees that he will return to form. TCU can still be a 
very good team with Trevone Boykin at quarterback, 
but to be elite, the Horned Frogs need Pachall, the 
more gifted passer, to take the majority of the 
snaps in 2013. 
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BIG 12 NOTEBOOK 


OU SOARING ABOVE BIG 12 Oklahoma 


was in a state of rebuilding when the Big 12 Con- 
ference was born in the mid-90s. Then Bob 
Stoops rolled into Norman. And the Sooners have 
been rolling ever since. After sharing last sea- 
son's conference championship with Kansas 
State, OU has won eight Big 12 titles: 2000, 2002, 
2004, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010 and 2012. 

That's five more than No. 2 Texas. Since 2000, 
the Sooners are 87-19 in Big 12 play, good for an 
821 winning percentage. The Longhorns are next 
at .745 (79-27). 

Nationally during that span, among BCS con- 
ferences, OU owns the best conference winning 
percentage, followed by Ohio State at .788, Texas, 
Virginia Tech at .740 and Oregon at .739. 


NEW-LOOK ATTACK Last year, Longhorns 
coach Mack Brown was talking tough, pushing 
the promise of smash-mouth offense and ground- 
it-out game plans as the way back to prominence 
for his program. 


Well, that didn’t last long. After last season's 
shift in philosophy, Texas has a new direction: 
play fast and loose. 

Its an approach Brown has seen work for con- 
ference foes like Oklahoma State, Baylor and 
West Virginia. And it's something he saw — and 
liked — from his own squad in rally mode against 
Oregon State in the Alamo Bowl, when the Long- 
horns went no-huddle, up-tempo in the second 
half of a 31-27 comeback victory. 

“It was invaluable,” Brown told reporters in the 
spring. “It was really, really important to send the 
message to our fans, our kids and our recruits 
that we're still fighting.” 


COWBOYS ON THE ROAD, AGAIN for 
Oklahoma State, major facility renovations have 
enhanced Boone Pickens Stadium to the point 
that players and coaches enjoy all the comforts 
of home — and then some. 

So forgive the Cowboys if they get a little 
homesick. 


OSU ended the 2012 season with a road trip 
and will open 2013 away from home for multiple 
weeks again, a span of five games. For a program 
now used to winning and winning big, that’s an 
unusual schedule quirk. And it's partly why Cow- 
boys coach Mike Gundy flirted in the job market 
with openings at Tennessee and Arkansas, trying 
to gain more control of who and where his team 
plays. 

OSU had little to say about the way 2012 
ended, with visits to Oklahoma and Baylor, fol- 
lowed by an appearance in the Heart of Dallas 
Bowl. But Gundy was opposed to playing Missis- 
sippi State in Houston, preferring a more manage- 
able game in Stillwater. And after that game, the 
Cowboys head back out the next week for a game 
at Texas-San Antonio. 

While spanning two seasons, it amounts to 
one of the longest road trips in OSU history and 
the first five-game stint away from home since a 
stretch bridging the 1988-89 seasons, when the 
Cowboys closed one year at lowa State, then 


David Ash, Texas 


played Texas Tech in Tokyo, Japan, before a Holi- 
day Bowl date with Wyoming in San Diego. To 
open 1989, OSU visited Tulsa and Ohio State. 


SNYDER’S REBUILD STILL GOING The 


rise of Kansas State's football program under Bill 
Snyder, dubbed the Manhattan Miracle, is now in 

its second stage, with Snyder's return from retire- 
ment ultimately paying off with a Big 12 champi- 
onship last fall. 

Phase 3 is well underway, as well, with a major 
renovation at the facility fittingly named Bill Sny- 
der Family Football Stadium. The project involves a 
reconstruction of the west side, which when fin- 
ished will feature premium seating with outdoor 
suites, club and loge seating, a massive lounge 
and enhanced facilities for athletes in 16 sports. 

The cost: $75 million. 

Construction crews have been working around 
the clock, and ahead of schedule, to get the sta- 
dium ready for K-State's Aug. 30 season opener 
against North Dakota State. 


GAMES T0 WATCH 


Aug. 31 TCU ys, LSU (Arlington, Texas) 

The Horned Frogs fancy themselves a legit national player? We'll - 
find out if this team is for real in Week 1. 

Aug. 31 Oklahoma St. vs. Mississippi St. (Houston) 
Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy didn't want to play this game, 
but a win over an SEC squad could provide a major boost. 

Sept. 14 Ole Miss at Texas 

Improved Rebels will provide an early indication on whether the 
Longhorns are really “back.” 

Sept. 21 Kansas Siate at Texas 

Longhorns will need to sweep Ole Miss and Kansas State at home 
to have the kind of season Mack Brown needs. 

Sept. 28 Oklahoma State at West Virginia 
Mountaineers have a lot of major holes to plug, but could signal a 
bounce-back by taking down the Cowboys. 

Sept. 28 Oklahoma at Notre Dame 

The Fighting Irish won in Norman last year; now the Sooner pups 
hope not to wake up the echoes in South Bend. 

Oct. 5 TCU at Oklahoma 

If the Frogs are going to contend for the Big 12 title, this is the kind 
of game they must win. 

Oct. 12 Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas) 

Still the Red River Rivalry, yet both teams are trying to establish 
themselves, rather than assert themselves. 


Red River Rivalry 


Oct. 13 TCU at Oklahoma State 

Gary Patterson has a talented team that can contend, but man, the 
Horned Frogs’ schedule is brutal. 

Nov. 16 Oklahoma State at Texas 

This trip to Austin will be a key road test on the Cowboys’ hopeful 
march to the Big 12 championship. 

Nov. 23 Oklahoma at Kansas State 

K-State’s win in Norman last year snapped a five-game losing 
streak to OU. Cats haven't beaten Sooners in Manhattan since 1996. 
Dec, 7 Texas at Baylor 

The Bears have scored a total of 98 points in their last two games 
with Texas. Not exactly what the Longhorn fans like to see. 

Dec. 7 Oklahoma at Okiahoma Staie 

Bedlam has become a high-stakes, must-see TV event; and it 
should be again with a potential Big 12 title on the line. 
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BIG 12 COORDINATOR CAROUSEL 


Oklahoma State Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Todd Monken; New: Mike Yurcich 

Monken is now the head coach at Southern Miss. Yurcich is making the move 
from the Division Il ranks, where he served as the offensive coordinator at 
Shippensburg (Pa.} University the past two seasons. The Red Raiders aver- 
aged 529.9 yards and 46.8 points per game in 2012. 


Texas Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Bryan Harsin; New: Major Applewhite, Darrell Wyatt 
Harsin is now the 
head coach at 
Arkansas State. Ap- 
plewhite has been 
on the Texas staff 
since 2008. He was 
the assistant head 
coach and running 
backs coach from 
2008-10 and the co- 
offensive coordina- 
tor and running 
backs coach from 
2011-12. Wyatt has 
been the wide re- 
ceivers coach the 
past two seasons. Applewhite will call the plays. 


Major Applewhite 


Texas Tech Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Neal Brown; New: Sonny Cumbie, Eric Morris 

Brown is now the offensive coordinator at Kentucky, where he played wide re- 
ceiver in the late 1990s. Cumbie, a former quarterback at Texas Tech, 
coached the Red Raiders’ outside receivers last season. He called the plays 
in Texas Tech’s 34-31 win over Minnesota in the Meineke Car Care Bowl after 
former coach Tommy Tuberville left for Cincinnati. Morris, also a former Red 
Raider, served as the inside receivers coach at Washington State last season, 
working for his former head coach, Mike Leach. 


Texas Tech Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Art Kaufman; New: Mike Smith, Matt Wallerstedt 

Kaufman followed Tommy Tuberville to Cincinnati and is now the Bearcats’ 
defensive coordinator. Smith, a Lubbock native who started 45 games at line- 
backer for Texas Tech from 2001-04, was the outside linebackers coach for 
the New York Jets last season. Wallerstedt was the linebackers coach at 
Texas A&M last year, where he worked with new Tech coach Kliff Kingsbury. 
Previously, he had stints as the defensive coordinator at Air Force and 
Wyoming. 

West Virginia Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Joe DeForest, Keith Patterson; New: Keith Patterson 

DeForest was stripped of his coordinator duties in the offseason but will re- 
main on the staff and coach the West Virginia safeties. Patterson will serve 
as the Mountaineers’ lone defensive coordinator. 


2013 UNIT RANKINGS 
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2013 TOP UNITS 


Quarterbacks - Oklahoma State 

Whether it's Clint Chelf, Wes Lunt or J.W. Walsh 
under center, Oklahoma State is set at quarterback. 
All three quarterbacks started last season, with 
Chelf finishing at the top of the depth chart after 
injuries sidelined Walsh and Lunt. Chelf started the 
final five contests and averaged 260.8 yards per 
game during that stretch. Coach Mike Gundy insists 
the quarterback job isn't settled, and the battle will 
continue into fall practice. However, all indications 
point to Chelf as the starter, with Walsh used as a 
change-of-pace option to take advantage of his 
mobility. 

Running Backs - Texas 

The Longhorns return three running backs who 
could start for nearly every team in the nation. 


Johnathan Gray is the No. 1 option after a standout 
freshman season, leading the team with 701 yards. 
Junior Malcolm Brown rushed for 742 yards as a 
freshman, but injuries limited him to just 61 carries 
last year. Joe Bergeron is the biggest back on the 
team (240 pounds), and he led the Horns with 16 
rushing TDs in 2012. 


Receivers/Tight Ends - Oklahoma State 

The Cowboys return five receivers who had at least 
20 receptions last season, including rising star 
Josh Stewart. The junior caught 101 passes last 
year (fourth-most in school history) and ranked 
third in the Big 12 with an average of 105.1 yards 
per game in conference play. Tracy Moore caught 20 
passes in the first four games but missed the rest 
of the year due to an injury. His return, along with 
the emergence of Charlie Moore, Austin Hays and 
Blake Jackson, makes this the deepest receiving 
corps in the Big 12. 

Offensive Linemen - Oktahoma 

Left tackle Lane Johnson must be replaced, but the 
Sooners return a talented and deep group of offen- 
sive linemen in 2013. Gabe Ikard could be the best 
center in the nation, and junior Adam Shead is a 
rising star in the Big 12. Daryl Williams started 10 


games at right tackle last year but will flip to the 
left side in 2013. Senior Bronson Irwin and junior 
Tyrus Thompson round out a unit that allowed only 
15 sacks on 571 pass attempts in 2012. 

Defensive Linemen - TCU 

Despite the departure of All-Big 12 end Stansly 
Maponga, the Horned Frogs still boast the best de- 
fensive line in the conference. End Devonte Fields 
was a first-team All-Big 12 selection as a true 
freshman, recording 18.5 tackles for a loss and 10 
sacks. Joining Fields as key contributors at end will 
be Jon Koontz, Josh Carraway and James McFar- 
land. Tackles Davion Pierson and Chucky Hunter are 
preseason All-Big 12 selections, The Horned Frogs 
led the Big 12 in rush defense and averaged 2.2 
sacks per game last year. 


Bryce Hager, Baylor 


Linebackers — Baylor 

One of the biggest reasons for optimism for contin- 
ued improvement on Baylor's defense is the duo of 
Bryce Hager and Eddie Lackey at linebacker. Hager 
recorded 124 tackles and four sacks last season 
and earned second-team All-Big 12 honors. Lackey 
ranked second on the team with 104 stops but led 
all Baylor defenders with four interceptions and 13 
tackles for a loss. Hybrid safety/linebacker Sam 
Holl rounds out Baylor's starting trio. 

Defensive Backs - TCU 

With all five starters returning, TCU’s secondary 
could be among the nation’s best in 2013. The 
Horned Frogs finished 42nd nationally against the 
pass last year but ranked second in the Big 12 in 
pass efficiency defense. Cornerback Jason Verrett 
had a standout 2012 season, recording 63 tackles, 
six interceptions and 16 passes broken up. He is 
an Athlon Sports second-team preseason Alt- 
American. Kevin White will start at the other cor- 
ner spot, but LSU transfer David Jenkins is a 
name to watch. Sam Carter earned second-team 
All-Big 12 honors last season and leads a deep 
group of safeties that includes Elisha Olabode and 
Chris Hackett. 
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2012 BIG 12 STANDINGS 
BIG12 OVERALL 
KANSAS STATE = 8-1.—s ‘11-2 


OKLAHOMA 8-1 10-3 
TEXAS __b-4 9-4 
OKLAHOMA STATE 5-4 8-5 
TEXASTECH 4-5 BS 
TCU 45 7-6 
BAYLOR = BB 
WEST VIRGINIA 4-5 7-6 
IOWASTATE = =—s 3-6 S67 
KANSAS TN 


Josh Stewart, Oklahoma State 


2012 BIG 12 BOWL RESULTS 


BIG 12 RETURNING LEADERS Holiday Bowl Dec. 27 San Diego, Calif. Baylor 49, UCLA 26 
Meineke Car Care Bowl of Texas Dec. 28 Houston, Texas Texas Tech 34, Minnesota 31 

Passing ATT COMP INT PCT YDS 1D AVG/G Pinstripe Bowl Dec. 29 Bronx, N.Y. Syracuse 38, West Virginia 14 
David Ash, Texas 318 214 8 67.8 2,699 19 224.9 Alamo Bowl Dec. 29 San Antonio, Texas Texas 31, Oregon State 27 
Trevone Boykin, TCU 292 167: «10 «57.2 2,054 15 «171.2 Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl Dec. 29 Tempe, Ariz. Michigan State 17, TCU 16 
J.W. Walsh, Oklahoma State 163 109 966.9 1,664 13 186.4 Liberty Bowl Dec. 31 Memphis, Tenn. Tulsa 31, lowa State 17 
Rushing ATT YDS AVG TD AVG/G LONG Heart of Dallas Bowl Jan.1 Dallas, Texas Oklahoma State 58, Purdue 14 
James Sims, Kansas 81,018 4.7 9 N26 Fiesta Bowl Jan. 3 Glendale, Ariz. Oregon 35, Kansas State 17 
Soha Hebe itse ae ap ee td ¥ oi . Cotton Bowl Jan. 4 Arlington, Texas Texas A&M 41, Oklahoma 13 
Receivin REC YDS AVG TD AVG/G LONG 
ooh Stover OMahomaStte 10) 120 120-7 Es 2013 BIG 12 BOWL TIE-INS 
Eric Ward, Texas Tech 82 1,053 128 12 87.8 39 BCS - Big 12 No. 1 vs. BCS // Cotton - Big 12 No. 2 vs. SEC No. 3/4 
Tevin Reese, Baylor §3 957 181 9 73.6 75 Alamo - Big 12 No. 3 vs. Pac-12 No. 2 

Buffalo Wild Wings - Big 12 No. 4 vs. Big Ten No. 4/5 
Tackles: Bryce Hager, Baylor (124); Ben Heeney, Kansas (112) Holiday - Big 12 No. 5 vs, Pac-12 No. 3 


Sacks: Devonte Fields, TCU (10); Chris McAllister, Baylor (6) 


Interceptions: Jason Verrett, TCU (6); Ty Zimmerman, Kansas State (5) Meineke Car Care Bowl of Texas ~ Big 12 No. 6 vs. Big Ten No. 6 


Pinstripe - Big 12 No. 7 vs. American 


2012 BIG 12 TEAM STATS & RANKINGS 


OFFENSE = DEFENSE 
Scoring Rush Pass Total Scoring Rush Pass Total 
BAYLOR 445 (2) 231.7 (1) 340.5 (2) 5722 (1) BAYLOR 37.2 (9) 178.7 (7) 323.5 (10) 502.2 (10) 
IOWA STATE 24.5 (9) 150.1 (9) 214.1 (8) 364.2 (9) IOWA STATE 23.9 (3) 176.9 (6) 265.3 (6) 442.2 (7) 
KANSAS 18.3 (10) 211.7 (3) 148.7 (10) 360.3 (10) KANSAS 36.1 (8) 192.6 (10) 289.3 (8) 481.8 (9) 
KANSAS STATE 38.9 (4) 194.0 (4) 2074 (9) 4014 (7) KANSAS STATE 22.1 (1) 126.9 (2) 248.5 (5) 375.3 (3) 
OKLAHOMA 38.2 (5) 161.4 (7) 336.5 (3) 497.9 (4) OKLAHOMA 25.5 (4) 192.2 (9) 206.1 (2) 398.3 (4) 
OKLAHOMASTATE 45.7 (1) 215.3 (2) 331.7 (4) 547.0 (2) OKLAHOMASTATE 28.2 (5) 141.7 (3) 280.0 (7) 421.7 (6) 
TCU 28.3 (8) 152.1 (8) 236.5 (7) 388.6 (8) TCU 22.6 (2) 1054 (1) 2185 (4) 323.9 (1) 
TEXAS 35.7 (7) 1715 (6) 263.2 (6) 434.6 (6) TEXAS 29.2 (6) 192.2 (8) 212.0 (3) 404.2 (5) 
TEXAS TECH 37.5 (6) 139.9 (10) 355.9 (1) 495.9 (6) TEXAS TECH 31.8 (7) 175.3 (5) 192.0 (1) 367.3 (2) 
WEST VIRGINIA 39.5 (3) 171.9 (5) 330.2 (5) 502.0 (3) WEST VIRGINIA 38.1 (10) 159.9 (4) 312.5 (9) 4725 (8) 
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OFFENSE] 


| CLINT CHELF 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


{ 6-1, 210, Sr 


i FIBLACHE SEASTRUNK H 
| BAYLOR ' 
5-10, 210, Jr. 


: WRJOSH STEWART 
: OKLAHOMA STATE 
: 5-10, 186, Jr 


| WRERIC WARD 
: TEXAS TECH 


Coase IKARD 
! OKLAHOMA 
; i 6-3, 298, St 


OT CORNELIUS LUCAS + 
hs KANSAS STATE 


| OTDARYL WILLIAMS. 
: OKLAHOMA 
+ 6-6,915, Jr 


i RRBJAMES SIMS 


Bie | KANSAS 


OKLAHOMA 
6-2, 259, Sr. 


! OGTREY HOPKINS 
‘ TEXAS 


| 6-4, 00S. 


F OGevRll RICHARDSON | H 


a | BAYLOR 


6-5, 335 Sr. 


| KADEN OKERKROM 


+ Tcu 
i 6-3, 187, So. 


i KIRBY VAN DER KAMP 
{IOWA STATE 
t 6-4, 211, Sr 


i SSAM CARTER 
i TCU 
6-1, 215, Jr. 


i STY ZIMMERMAN 
: KANSAS STATE 
t 6-1, 204, St. 


ALL-BIG 12 FIRST TEAM 


| DEVONTE FIELDS 
TCU 
5, 245, Sr. 


{ DTCALVIN BARNETT 
: OKLAHOMA STATE 
i 6- 2, 300, Sr. 


{ LIBBEN HEENEY 
: KANSAS 
£ 6-0, 227, Jt 


i LIBJORDAN HICKS 
i TEXAS 
6-2, 235, Jr. 


6-2, 281, St 


DITKERRY HYDER 
TEXAS TECH 


t CRJUSTIN GILBERT 


! OKLAHOMA STATE 
, { 6-0, 200, Sr 


i PIRTRAMAINE THOMPSON 


} KANSAS STATE 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB CASEY PACHALL 
RB JOHNATHAN GRAY 
RB JEREMY SMITH 

MIKE DAVIS 

TEVIN REESE 
TE JACE AMARO 

B.J. FINNEY 
0G PARKER GRAHAM 
0G MASON WALTERS 
OT —_LE'RAVEN CLARK 
OT — SPENCER DRANGO 


SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
DE — DARTWAN BUSH 

DE CHRIS MCALLISTER 
OT == JAMES CASTLEMAN 
OT CHUCKY HUNTER 
LB EDDIE LACKEY 

LB CALEB LAVEY 

LB SHAUN LEWIS 

CB CARRINGTON BYNDOM 
CB QUANDRE DIGGS 

S AHMAD DIXON 

S KARL JOSEPH 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K MICHAEL HUNNICUTT 

P ETHAN PERRY 

KR TYLER LOCKETT 

PR JALEN SAUNDERS 


Texas 
Oklahoma State 
Texas 

Baylor 

Texas Tech 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma State 
Texas 

Texas Tech 


Baylor 


Texas Tech 
Baylor 
Oklahoma State 
Tcu 

Baylor 
Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma State 
Texas 

Texas 

Baylor 

West Virginia 


Oklahoma 
TCU 

Kansas State 
Oklahoma 


THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE 
BLAKE BELL 
JOHN HUBERT 
DAMIEN WILLIAMS 
BRANDON CARTER 
JALEN SAUNDERS 
JAXON SHIPLEY 
TOM FARNIOK 
ADAM SHEAD 
KEENAN TAYLOR 
QUINTON SPAIN 
CODY WHITEHAIR 


THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 

DE WILL CLARKE 

DE — TERRANCE LLOYD 

OT —CHUKA NDULUE 

OT —_DAVION PIERSON 

LB ISAIAH BRUCE 6-1 
LB JEREMIAH GEORGE 5-11 
LB COREY NELSON 6-1 
CB JUSTIN GILBERT 6-0 
CB JOE WILLIAMS §-11 
S _DAYTAWION LOWE 5-11 
S ELISHA OLABODE §-11 


THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K RYAN BUSTIN §-11 
P RYAN ERXLEBEN 6-1 

KR JAKEEM GRANT 5-6 

PR LEVI NORWOOD 6-1 


RECRUITING BY SCHOOL 


1. Oklahoma 2. Texas 3. Baylor 4. West Virginia 5. Oklahoma State 


6. 1CU 7. Kansas 8. Texas Tech 9. lowa State 10. Kansas State 


Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma 
TCU 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

lowa State 
Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
West Virginia 
Kansas State 


West Virginia 
Baylor 
Oklahoma 

TCU 

West Virginia 
lowa State 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State 
Baylor 
Oklahoma State 
TCU 


Texas Tech 
Texas Tech 
Texas Tech 
Baylor 
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RECRUITING 
THE BIG 12 TOP 30 SIGNEES 


1. Keith Ford, Oklahoma 
RB, 5-11, 208 Cypress, TX 


2. Robbie Rhodes, Baylor 
WR, 6-0, 185 — Ft. Worth, TX 


3. Darius James, Texas 
OL, 6-5, 319 — Killeen, TX 


4. Kent Perkins, Texas 
OL, 6-5, 200 — Dallas, TX 


5. Cody Thomas, Oklahoma 
OB, 6-5, 220 Colleyville, TX 


6. Deoundrei Davis, Texas 
LB, 6-3, 215 — Cypress, TX 


7. Tyrone Swoopes, Texas 
OB, 6-4, 245 — Whitewright, TX 


8. Stanvon Taylor, Oklahoma 
DB, 5-11, 175 Tulsa, OK 


9. Jake Raulerson, Texas 
OL, 6-5, 262 Celina, TX 


10. Antwuan Davis, Texas 
DB, 5-11,192 Bastrop, TX 


11.Hatari Byrd, Oklahoma 
DB. 6-1,195 Fresno, CA 


12.0.5. Ward, Oklahoma 
DL, 6-2, 245 Moore, OK 


13. Andrew Billings, Baylor 
DL, 6-0,305 — Waco, TX 


14, Jacorey Warrick, Texas 
WR, 5-10, 182 Houston, TX 


15. Shelton Gibson, West Virginia 
WR, 6-1, 175 Cleveland Heights, OH 


16. Kyle Hicks, TCU 
RB, 5-10,190 Arlington, TX 


17. Jake Oliver, Texas 
WR, 6-4, 205 — Dallas, TX 


18.Ra’Shaad Samples, Oklahoma State 
WR, 5-11,170 Dallas, TX 


19. Kerrick Huggins, Oklahoma 
DL, 6-3, 289 Dallas, TX 


20.L.J. Moore, Oklahoma 
DB, 6-1,175 Fresno, CA 


21. Marcell Ateman, Oklahoma State 
WR, 6-4, 190 — Dallas, TX 


22.Matt Dimon, Oklahoma 


DL, 6-2, 252 — Katy, TX 
23.Rami Hammad, Texas 
OL, 6-5, 320 Irving, TX 


24. Naim Mustafaa, Oklahoma State 
DL, 6-4, 235 College Park, GA 
25.Vincent Taylor, Oklahoma State 
DL, 6-3, 278 — San Antonio, TX 
26. Jake Campos, lowa State 
OL, 6-7, 260 | West Des Moines, IA 
27.Chris Johnson, Baylor 
OB, 6-4, 190 — Bryan, TX 
28.Darrien Howard, West Virginia 
LB, 6-2, 250 Dayton, OH 
29. Tevin Lawson, TCU 
DL, 6-4, 275 — Denham Springs, LA 
30. Devin Lauderdale, Texas Tech 
WR, 5-11, 170 Houston, TX 


Chelf: Layne Murdoch Jr; Fields: Tim Umphery 


As a football player, Eric Weddle went from being undersized and unwanted out of high school to a Pro-Bowl 
safety and one of the NFL's best defensive minds. He is a man who values his family and faith above all else 
and finds huge success on the field and off. Read Erics story about living each day with no excuses and no 
regrets - and learn how you can too. Anat 
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B BAYLOR 
‘BEARS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 36 // BIG 12 PREDICTION: 6 


rt Briles’ ability to develop quarterbacks should never be questioned. His body of work 

includes Branndon Stewart at Stephenville (Texas) High School, Kevin Kolb and Case 

Keenum at the University of Houston, Baylor's first Heisman Trophy winner in Robert 
riffin ITI and Nick Florence, the school’s record-holder for passing yards in a season. 

Those are the shoes that junior Bryce Petty is trying to fill. 

“That's just coach Briles and his staff,” says the 6'3", 230-pound Petty, who has completed 10-of- 
14 passes for 140 yards and one touchdown in limited mop-up duty the last two seasons. “They do 
a great job of putting us in positions to succeed. There are expectations, always, but there’s no pres- 
sure. You just have to get our team in position to win and get us to a bowl game.” 

Despite losing the program's only two 4,000-yard passers (RG3 and Florence) the last 
two years, along with an All-America receiver (Terrance Williams), Briles is confident 
the Bears can extend their three-year run of bowl game appearances and contend for a 
Big 12 championship. 

They return 11 starters and two specialists from a team that capped off an 8—5 sea- 
son with a dominating 49-26 Holiday Bowl win over UCLA. 

“We certainly feel like we're up there with anybody else in America, which is where 
we should be,” says Briles, who is 33-30 in five seasons at Baylor and 67—58 overall 
with seven bowl bids in 10 years. “We're not playing, trying to get second. We're play- 
ing to win it all.” 


QUARTERBACKS Only half-jokingly, Petty says that Briles “still hasn't given me 
the keys to the car.” And that was after he had completed 53-of-72 passes for 758 yards 
and seven touchdowns with one interception over the final three spring scrimmages. 
But the truth is, “he’s got to be the guy,” his head coach says. “This is his fourth spring 
here. He knows what we're doing, and now it’s time to turn potential into reality and 
production.” The harsh reality is that Petty has thrown only 14 passes in his college ca- 
reer, and none of any real significance. “There's a difference between him having head- 
phones on and out there taking snaps,” Briles says. Waiting in the wings are redshirt 
freshman Seth Russell and early enrollee Chris Johnson, but neither one is ready to sit 
in the car, much less actually drive it. 


RUNNING BACKS Instead of trying to fill some big shoes like they did the previ- 
ous two seasons — when they had to replace record-setters Jay Finley and Terrance 
Ganaway — the Bears have the luxury of a 1-2 backfield punch that might be as good 
as any in the country. The “Lightning and Thunder” 
combo of Lache Seastrunk and Glasco Martin took 
over halfway through last season and rushed for 1,012 
and 889 yards, respectively. Briles’ biggest headache 
might be keeping both of them happy and getting 
them enough carries. “The potential is unlimited,” 
Martin says of the Baylor offense. “We've got a great 
quarterback in Bryce, and we've got two good running 
backs that run downhill and can make the big play. 
We're really going to keep defenses on their heels.” 


RECEIVERS You have to ask yourself: Where are 
these guys coming from? If Terrance Williams and 
Lanear Sampson break in this year, Baylor could have as many as five receivers in the NFL ranks. And 
yet, the cupboard is far from bare. Senior Tevin Reese ranks among the nation’s leading returning re- 
ceivers in yards per catch (18.1) and has piled up 2,235 yards and 16 TDs on 149 career receptions. 
Slot receiver Levi Norwood also had 40 catches a year ago, and much is expected of Antwan Good- 
ley, Jay Lee, Clay Fuller and Cory Coleman. But there is also help on the way in high school All-Amer- 
ican Robbie Rhodes (6'0", 185), an immediate-impact type recruit who was ranked as the second-best 
receiver in the country by Scout. Petty can also count on a pair of NFL prototype tight ends in sen- 
iors Jordan Najvar and Jerod Monk. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN As if replacing two starters weren't enough, the Bears lost starting right 
tackle Troy Baker to a torn ACL early in spring camp. “Anytime you lose a guy that’s 6'6", 300 


2013 PROJECTION: 8-4, 5-4 BIG 12 
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Worford 


2013 SCHEDULE 
AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 
7 Buffalo 


21 


UL Monroe 


OCTOBER 
5 West Virginia 


AHMAD DIXON 


12_atKansas State 

19 lowa State 

26 at Kansas 2 
NOVEMBER 

7 Oklahoma 

16 vs. Texas Tech # 

23 at Oklahoma State 

30 at TCU 
DECEMBER 

J Texas" : 

z #Arlington, TX 


Despite the departure of quarterback Nick Florence and receiver Terrance Williams, the Bears 
shouldn't take a step back on offense. New quarterback Bryce Petty is raw but talented, and Bay- 
lor can lean on running backs Lache Seastrunk and Glasco Martin early in the season. Improving 

the defense is an ongoing issue for Baylor. This unit showed some progress late in 2012, and with 
the return of seven starters, more improvement is expected. The Bears may not surpass last 
year’s win total, but a fourth consecutive bowl game and a top-five finish in the Big 12 are within 
reach. Postseason: Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl vs. Northwestern 
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pounds, that started 13 games for you, that’s extremely physical and tough and got raised by Danny 
Watkins (former Baylor tackle and current Philadelphia Eagle), then you've got a good football player,” 
Briles says of Baker, who's on pace to return in October. “You need that guy in the locker room, and 
you need him on the field.” Until then, the Bears have to go with a reshuffled deck that has return- 
ing starters Spencer Drango and All-America guard Cyril Richardson on the left side. Fifth-year sen- 
ior Kelvin Palmer moved from center back outside to tackle, while Stefan Huber and massive 
sophomore Desmine Hilliard (6'4", 320) were plugged in at center and right guard, respectively. 
Where Baker's injury hurts the most is in the line’s depth. The second-team unit is as green as it gets 
with three redshirt freshmen and two sophomores, none of whom has seen significant snaps. 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 4 Jay Lee (So.) 23 
WR 5 Antwan Goodley [Jr.} 


IR 16 TevinReese(Sr.) 42 Levi Norwood (Jr) 
LT 58 Spencer Drango(So.) 69 Pat Colbert (So) 


LG 68 CyritRichardson(Sr.) 60 LaQuan McGowan (So.) 


Clay Fuller (Jr) 
Robbie Rhodes (Fr.) 


C 54 Stefan Huber (Sr) ——_55_Kyle Fuller (Fr. 
RG 67 Desmine Hilliard (So.) 79 JasonOsei(Fr) 
RT 77 KelvinPalmer(Sr.) 75 TroyBaker(Jr.) 


TE 18 Jordan Najvar (Sr) 20 Jerod Monk (Sr) 
QB 14 Bryce Petty (Jr.] 17__ Seth Russell (Fr.) 


RB 25 LacheSeastrunk (Jr) 8 Glasco Martin [Sr.) 
DEFENSE (7) 


MLB 44 Bryce Hager Ur) 20 Aiavion Edwards (Fr.) 
OLB 25 SamHoll(Sr.) ‘1 Prince Kent (Sr.) 
CB 3 DemetriGoodson (Sr) 8 K.J. Morton (Sr.) 
CB 2 JoeWilams(Sr.) 18 Xaven Howard Fi) 
S 6 AhmadDixon(Sr.) 28 Orion Stewart [Fr.) 

19 Ryan Reid (Fr.) 


S 13 Terrell Burt(So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Baylor has gone to three 

K 43 AaronJones(Sr.) KR 5 Antwan Godley (Jr.) consecutive bowl games for 
P 36 Spencer Roth Ur.) PR 42 Levi Norwood (Jr.) the first time in school his- 
tory and won back-to-back 


bowls for the first time since 1985-86. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN It’ taken a while to get there, but the 

Bears have “Big 12-quality depth” across the front. Returning ends 

Chris McAllister and Terrance Lloyd combined for 95 stops, 10 sacks and 17 tackles for a loss. But 
the two fifth-year seniors will be hard-pressed to keep their starting jobs with sophomore Jamal Palmer 
and Penn State transfer Shawn Oakman (6'8", 250) breathing down their necks. Oakman is raw — 
third-year defensive coordinator Phil Bennett calls him a “streetballer” — but he has the “physical pres- 
ence to be a dominating factor every snap,” Briles says. Explosive sophomore Javonte Magee has 
moved inside to tackle and is joined by sophomores Beau Blackshear, Trevor Clemons-Valdez and 
Suleiman Masumbuko. They may be space savers, though, for true freshman nose tackle Andrew 
Billings (6'0", 305), who broke the Texas state powerlifting record with a mind-boggling combined 
lift of 2,010 pounds. 


LINEBACKERS Baylor has arguably the best set of linebackers in the conference returning with a 
pair of second-team All-Big 12 picks. Junior Bryce Hager led the Big 12 a year ago with 124 tackles 
from the middle spot, while senior Eddie Lackey had 104 tackles, 13 stops behind the line and a 
team-high four interceptions at weak side. A two-year starter at safety, Sam Holl has moved to the hy- 
brid Bear spot, in a straight position swap with Ahmad Dixon. “You have three guys with a lot of snaps 
under their belt, especially Sam,” Briles says. Holl is a big hitter who seems to be a perfect fit for the 
position. Behind the starters is a trio of promising redshirt freshmen — Kendall Ehrlich, Aiavion Ed- 
wards and Myke Chatman. Bennett also wont hesitate to use fifth-year senior Brody Trahan, a for- 
mer starter who can fill in at either the middle or weak-side spot. “Those guys are playmakers,” 
Bennett says of the starters. “That allows you to bring these other guys along at a rate they need to be 
brought.” 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Cornerbacks coach Carlton Buckels is like the Mother Goose nursery rhyme 
about the “old woman who lived in a shoe.” The Bears suddenly have so many cornerbacks, he doesn't 
know what to do. But it’s a nice problem to have. With former Gonzaga point guard Demetri Good- 
son granted a sixth-year waiver, he joins a rotation with fellow seniors Joe Williams and K.J. Morton. 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH 

Art Briles 

AT SCHOOL 

33-30 (5 years) 

CAREER 

67-58 (10 years) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
Philip Montgomery 


STADIUM 
Floyd Casey Stadium (50,000) 


KEY BEARS 


Tevin Reese, IR Ranked 
among nation’s leaders last 
season in yards per catch 
(18.1), Reese has 2,235 yards 
and 16 TDs on 149 career 
catches. 

Cyril Richardson, 6 Returning All-Big 12 
pick and second-team All-American who 
moved from tackle to guard last year. 


Lache Seastrunk, RB Big 12 Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year, the Oregon transfer 
rushed for 831 yards in last six games and 
topped 1,000 for season (1,012). 

Ahmad Dixon, S Two-year starter who 
made 102 tackles at hybrid linebacker 
spot, Dixon is back in his natural position 
at down safety. 

Eddie Lackey, LB Second-team All-Big 12 
pick who totaled 104 tackles with six OB 
hurries and team-high four interceptions as 
a first-year transfer. 


KEY LOSSES 


Terrance Williams, WR All-American 
and Biletnikoff Award finalist caught 97 
passes for a school-record 1,832 yards in 
2012. 

Nick Florence, QB Following ‘11 Heis- 
man Trophy winner Robert Griffin Ill, set 
school records for passing yards in a sea- 
son (4,309) and game (581). 

Gary Mason Jr., DT After moving from 
end to tackle, had his most productive 
season with six tackles for a loss, five 
pass deflections and two sacks. 

Mike Hicks, S Despite missing four 
games with an injury, hard-hitting safety 
finished with 67 tackles, six pass 
breakups and two picks and scored ona 
66-yard fumble return. 

Ivory Wade, C After move from tackle, 
anchored line that helped Bears rank sec- 
ond nationally with 572.2 yards per game. 


RISING STAR 


Even with surprising depth at cornerback, 
redshirt freshman Xavien Howard is a 
“guy that’s going to fight himself into the 
mix before it’s all over,” head coach Art 
Briles says. “X-Man” is a former all-state 
defensive back who had nine picks as a 
senior at Houston (Texas) Wheatley. 


Bruce Schwartzman 


B; 2013 BAYLOR ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HTWT sh HOMETOWN 99 Ezell, Zorrell 6-2/280 Fr. Humble, TX 
6 Frerking, Andrew —_6-3/190_So. Norcross, GA 12 Golston,Cordarius 6-0/225 Sr. Lancaster, TX 
13 Johnson, Chris 64/195 Fe Bryan, TX | 11 Lloyd, Terrance 6-3/235 Jr. Houston, TX 
14 Petty, Bryce 6-3/230__Jr.__Midlothian, TX | 90 Magee, Javonte 6-4/260 So. San Antonio, TX 
17 Russell, Seth 6-3/200 Fr. _ Garland, TX 93 Masumbuko, Suleiman 6-2/290 So. Euless, TX 
RUNNING BACKS == HTWWT CL HOMETOWN | 31 McAllister, Chris 6-2/255 Sr. Converse, TX 
28 Chafin, Devin 6-0/210 Fr. Burkburnett, TX | 49 Nance, Brian 6-2/230 Fr. Euless, TX 
8 Martin, Glasco 6-1/220 Sr. Round Rock, TX 2 Oakman, Shawn 6-8/250 So. Lansdowne, PA 
30 Parrham, John §-10/210 Fr. Missouri City, TX | 92 Palmer, Jamal 6-2/235 So. McKinney, TX 
25 Seastrunk,lache — §-10/205 Jr. Temple, TX LINEBACKERS HTT eh HOMETOWN 
RECEIVERS HTWT CL HOMETOWN | 39 Brence, Collin §-11/200 Jr. Plano, TX 
88 Betters, Anthony §-9/180 So. Waco, TX 34 Bristow, Lee 6-3/210 So. Waco, 1X 
26 Brown, Brandon = =—5-11/180 Fr. Austin, TX | 79 Chatman, Myke 61215 Fr. Sealy, TX 
1 Coleman, Corey _5-10/180 fr. _Richardson, ™X_ | 79 Eawards, Aiavion 6-0/220 Fr. Stephenville, TX 
A Pearland, 1X. 
A 2 Bie. TK: 23. Griffin, Kiante’ 6-0/200 Fr. Carrollton, TX 
5 Goodley, Antwan -10/220 Jr. Midland, TX * : -— 
84 Hawthorne, lynx 6-11/200 Fr. Refugio, Tx | 4 Hager. Bryce 61/235 Ir Austio, TK 
& Lee, Jay 6-3/205 So. Allen, 1X” | 25 Holl Sam $-1/200_ St. Katy, TK 
32 Linwood, Shock 5-8/185 Fr. Linden, Tx | _1 Kent, Prince 6-320 St. Norcross, GA 
82 Moore, Kaleb 511/185 Fr. Cypress, 1X | _5 Lackey, Eddie 6-0/220 St.___—Murtieta, CA 
12 Nathan, Terrance 5-11/175 Sr. Edgard, A | 1 Trahan, Brody 511/250 St. Dickinson, TX 
42 Norwood, Levi 6-1/190 Jr. Woodway, TX DEFENSIVE BACKS HTWT «eh HOMETOWN 
16 Reese, Tevin 5-10/165 Sr _Temple,™% | 21 Alten, BJ. 5-10/175 So. Tatum, TK 
87_Ritter, Andy 61/165 Fr. ___—Mansfield, TX_| 39 Batisse, Chris 5-10/170 Fr. Marlin, TX 
80 Spangler, Cal 5-11/185 So. _ Georgetown, TX 37 Benenoch, Josh 5-10/200 Fr. ~ Katy, Ke 
TIGHT ENDS HTT CL HOMETOWN | 13 Burt, Terrell 5-8/170 So. Wylie, TK 
41 Butler, Rhett 6-2/235 Jr. Flower Mound, TX 6 Dixon, Ahmad 6-0/210 Sr. Waco, TX 
20. Monk, Jerod 6-5/275 _ Sr. Wylie, | 3 Goodson, Demetri 5-11/185 Sr. Spring, TX. 
18 Najvar, Jordan 6-6/260 Sr. Spring, 1X | 4g Howard, Xavien 6-0/180 Fi. ~ Houston, TX 
15 Penning Gus 65/245 So. Jenson MI | ap johnson Quinn S1D/N75. Fu Shrevepat LA 
45 Ritchey, Matt 6-3/240 Jr Big Spring, TX 6 Johnson, Jemarcus 6-1/175 So. ~ Lago Vista, TX 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN §=-HTJWT CL HOMETOWN 7 Jones, Darius 5-11/190._ Sr. Marshall, TK 
72 Armstead, Tre'Von  6-6/255 Fr. Port Arthur, TX 33 Levels, Patrick 5-8/175 Fr. Dallas, TX 
75 Baker, Troy -6/300__Jr. Waco,1X_ | 47 Mitchell, Kevin 6-0/180 So. Round Rock, TX 
69 Colbert, Pat $-5/275 So. Kilgore, TX |g Morton, KJ. 5-9/175 St. Warner Robins, GA 
58 Drango, Spencer 6-6/310 So. Cedar Park, TX 19 Reid, Ryan 5-9/195 Fr. Sherman, TX 
66 Eamest, Drew ___6-4/275 _So._Houston,™X_ | 39 Simpson, Collin §-8/200 Jr. Corpus Christi, 1X. 
on a 2, Wylie, X_ | 24 Singleton, Terrence 5-11/185 Fr Port Arthur, 1X 
67 Hilliard, Desmine 64/320 So. Dallas, TX = 

- ~ 27 Stephenson, Tyler 5-11/165 Sr. Lancaster, TX 
54 Huber, Stefan 6-4/295 Sr. Nederland, TX +a Stewart Orion 60/180 Fr Wace, TK 
60 McGowan, laQuan  6-7/375 So. Amarillo, TX : - : 
96 Osei, Jason 63/310 Ft. London, England 14 Webb, Anthony 5-11/190 So. La Porte, TX 
77 Palmer, Kelvin 6-4/290 Sr, ~——Dallas, 1X | 26 Wetsel.Cody ___5-10/185_J. Hubbard, TX 
68 Richardson, Cyril 6-5/395 Sr. Fort Worth, 1x | 22 Williams, Joe 5-9/190 Sr. St. Louis, M0 
61 Smith, Tim 6-4/295 Sr. 4 Baytown, TX SPECIALISTS HTMWT «CL HOMETOWN 
DEFENSIVELINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN | 43 Jones,Aaron(K)  6-3/190 Sr. Crowley, TX 
97 Banks, Dominique  6-3/265 Fr. Denton, TX 65 Northern, Zach (LS) 6-1/280 Sr. Hewitt, TX 
95 Blackshear, Beau  6-4/290 So. Waco, TX 46 Peterson, Kyle(K) 5-11/190 So. Rockwall, TX 
98 Clemons-Valdez, Trevor 6-3/285 So. Copperas Cove, TX 36 Roth,Spencer(P) — 6-4/225 Jr, Knoxville, TN 


they will wear on you because they are home run hitters. Really fast at receiver.” 


SCOUTING THE BEARS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP BAYLOR 
“The biggest secret is the offensive line. It’s just flat-out really good — tenacious, good run-blockers, pass-block- 
ers. But it goes unnoticed because of the skill guys who get good numbers and have publicity. Tevin Reese at receiver 
is an unbelievable weapon. Big home run guy. Lache Seastrunk is great, but they had other guys who could run the 
ball, too. ... The quarterback, Bryce Petty, is a big kid who runs well, throws well. He's a strong weight roam guy who 
runs decently and has an above-average arm. ... They are really talented on offense, top to bottom. ... The defense 
gave up a bunch of yards but played really well at the end of the season. They got better as the year went on. ... No 
question they made a big statement beating Kansas State and UCLA. They just punished them. That offensive line- 
man, seems like he’s been there forever, Cyril Richardson, he’s a great player. The tight end, they don’t use him much, 
Jordan Najvar, but he’s solid. They have a stable of running backs. Seastrunk might be one of the most talented in the 
country. | know he proclaimed himself a Heisman guy, and we'll see about that, but he’s one of the best we have in 
the league. ... You have to stop a team like that on third down. Absolutely need three-and-outs, because otherwise 


BRYCE HAGER 


2012 RESULTS 
RECORD: 8-5,4-5(BIG12) 
Sept.2 SMU W 59-24 
Sept.15 SamHouston State W 48-23 
Sept.21 at UL Monroe W 47-42 
Sept.29 atWest Virginia = L_— 63-70. 
Oct. 13 TCU L 21-49 
Oct. 20 at Texas L 50-56 
Oct. 27 at lowa State L 21-35 
Nov. 3 Kansas _ Wo Al-14 
Nov. 10 at Oklahoma L 34-42 
Nov. 17_Kansas State Wo 52-24 
Nov. 24 vs. Texas Tech% (ot) W 52-45 
Dec. 1 OklahomaState  W 41-34 


Dec.27 vs. UCLA# W 49-26 
Arlington #Holiday Bowl 


2012 INDIVIDUAL 


STATS 


Nick Florence 464-286 4,309 33° 13 
Bryce Petty 10 Ce: am a | 


RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 


Lache Seastrunk 131 1,012 7.7 7 
GlascoMartin 179 889 5.0 15 
Nick Florence 139568 Ss 4.1 (10 
Jarred Salubi 16 464 403 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Terrance Williams 97 1,832 18.9 12 
Tevin Reese 53. 957 18.1 9 
LanearSampson 52 646 124 6 
LeviNorwood 40 487 12.2 1 


KICKING: Aaron Jones, 16-27 FGs, 71-71 XPs, 
119 points 

TACKLES: Bryce Hager, 124; Eddie Lackey, 104 
SACKS: Chris McAllister, 6 

INTERCEPTIONS: Eddie Lackey, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


PerGame Big 12 National 


Scoring 44.5 ppg r 4 
Rushing 231.7 ypg 1 14 
Passing 340.5 ypg 2 4 
Total 572.2 ypg 1 2 
Defense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 37.2 ppg 9 110 
Rushing 178.7 ypg 7 76 
Passing 323.5 ypg 10 119 
Total 502.2 ypg 10 119 


TOMargin PerGame Big 12 National 
+2 +0155 50 
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“Tes a big luxury,” Briles says of the depth at corner, which also in- 
cludes former starter Tyler Stephenson, converted receiver Darius 
Jones and redshirt freshman Xavien Howard. “And it’s a place 
where you need to have a luxury in the Big 12, without question. 
Just the way the offenses are in our league, you can’t get deep 
enough in the secondary.” Williams has a knack for the big play 
with game-winning pass breakups the last two seasons against 
Kansas and Texas Tech. Dixon seems to be in his natural spot at 
the down safety position, while sophomore Terrell Burt is a “con- 
fident guy that makes intelligent decisions,” Briles says. Depth 
might be an issue, particularly at safety, but Holl can always fill in 


if needed. 
SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Aaron Jones has obliterated most 


of the school’s career scoring and kicking records with 327 points 
(previous high: Alfred Anderson, 220), 192 PAT kicks (Robert 
Bledsoe, 111) and 45-of-71 field goals (Jeff Ireland, 45-of-80). 
But he needs to improve on his accuracy and become more con- 
sistent on his kickoffs. Punter Spencer Roth made a dramatic im- 
provement, averaging 43.8 yards per kick, and put 13 of his 36 
kicks inside the 20. His only drawback is an explosive Baylor of- 
fense that keeps him off the field. With the sure-handed Norwood 
on punt returns and serious threats like Goodley, Goodson and 
maybe even Seastrunk on kick returns, Baylor's special teams could 
be the strongest they've been overall since punter Daniel Sepul- 
veda became the first two-time winner of the Ray Guy Award. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


FOLLOWING THE RECIPE Waco, Texas, is approximately 1,500 miles from State 
College, Pa., where Shawn Oakman started his collegiate career at Penn State. But 
the 6'8", 250-pound sophomore defensive end is hoping that the road eventually 
leads to the NFL, the same path Phil Taylor took. Taylor turned his transfer to Baylor 
into a first-round draft pick with the Cleveland Browns in 2011. “I'm here following 
a recipe,” says Oakman, a native of Lansdowne, Pa., who sat out last year. “They 
sent Phil (to the NFL|, and I'm trying to go there, too.” 


BREAKING BOUNDARIES Art Briles has had success going the international route, 
building a pipeline of future NFL Draft picks that included Canadian offensive line- 
men Danny Watkins and Philip Blake at Baylor and Sebastian Vollmer from Germany 
at the University of Houston. The latest in that line is 6'3", 310-pound offensive 
guard Jason Osei from London, England. “We kind of had our ears and eyes open 
over there because Sebastian turned out so well, being the 58th pick in the (NFL) 
Draft for a guy that didn't even speak English when we first got him,” Briles says. 
Osei moved from defensive tackle when Troy Baker suffered an ACL injury. “We felt 
like all along that he would be an offensive lineman. It fits his body type, fits his 
personality,” Briles adds. 


HEISMAN HOPEFUL Junior running back Lache Seastrunk created quite a stir last 
December when he boldly proclaimed, “I’m going to win the Heisman.” Pretty big 
words for a player who didn’t even crack the starting lineup until the midway point 
of last season. Still, he was one of the hottest backs in the country over the last 
half of the year, rushing for 831 yards and six touchdowns in the last six games. 
“It's not like it can’t happen,” Briles says, pointing to the 2011 Heisman Trophy won 
by Baylor quarterback Robert Griffin Ill. “It's not just him dreaming. ... Lache has 
enough of the Wow!" factor that he'll be on the radar.” 


CURTAIN CALL AT THE CASE With the new on-campus Baylor Stadium opening in 
2014, this will be the Bears’ 64th and final season at Floyd Casey Stadium. They will 
wear throwback jerseys for the regular-season finale against Texas on Dec. 7. “Our 
goal and objective is to make this final year one of the best ever,” Briles says. 


MULTI-SPORT Baylor's recruiting pipeline has even stretched beyond football. Sen- 
ior cornerback Demetri “Meech” Goodson was a two-year starting point guard for 
the Gonzaga basketball team, averaging 5.2 points and 2.6 assists in leading the 
Zags to their 11th consecutive conference championship in 2011. Junior inside re- 
ceiver Clay Fuller spent six seasons as an outfielder in the Los Angeles Angels’ or- 
ganization, getting as high as the Double-A level, before giving up baseball two 
years ago. 
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2013 SIGNEES 


Even with a dramatic improvement over the last six games of the 
season, the Baylor defense still ranked among the worst in the coun- 
try last year. Because of that, it shouldn't come as any surprise that 
offensive-minded head coach Art Briles loaded up on defensive help 
in 2 23-man signing class that included some potential immediate 
help for the front four. 

“Defensively, we signed some tremendous players, explosive play- 
ers, that are really going to help us depth-wise,” Briles says. “Our 
special teams and all of those areas will certainly see a tremendous 
boost in the next couple of years from the quality depth we're getting 
on the defensive side of the ball.” 

While defensive tackle Terell Brooks (6'4", 305) has experience on 
the college level with one game at North Texas and a full season at 
Navarro (Texas) College, the most 


BREAKDOWN intriguing prospect is nose tackle 
BY POSITION Andrew Billings (6'0", 305) from 
Defensive Backs 5 crosstown Waco High School. 
Defensive Linemen 5 Billings broke the state record at 
linebackers. 5 ~~ the powerlifting meet with a com- 
Wide Receivers 3 bined squat, bench and dead lift of 
Offensive Linemen 2 2,010 pounds. 

Quarterbacks 1 “[ honestly believe we signed the 
Running Backs 1 strongest high school football 
Tight Ends 1 player in the United States of 
BY STATE America in Andrew Billings,” Briles 
Texas 2 says. “It's non-debatable when you 
Michigan 1 look at the stats.” 


Brooks and Billings are both pro- 
jected to vie for playing time this fall, but the Bears also signed Byron 
Bonds, Kevin Smith and Tanner Thrift to help out a much-maligned 
defensive front. 

Including linebacker Brian Nance and wide receiver Kiante’ Griffin, 
a pair of 2012 signees who enrolled in January, 15 of the 23 players 
in the 2013 recruiting class will start out on the defensive side, 

Briles, of course, couldn't completely ignore the offense. He also 
signed prep All-America receiver Robbie Rhodes, one of the best dual- 
threat quarterbacks in the country in Chris Johnson and a highlight- 
reel running back in Johnny Jefferson. 

“I'm excited to take the journey with these guys, watch them ma- 
ture, develop and grow as a football player, as a human being and as 
aman,” Briles says. That's the fun part to me.” 


SPOTLIGHT ON ... 
WR * ROBBIE RHODES + FORT WORTH, TX 

With three receivers already playing in the NFL and Terrance 
Williams on his way in 2013, it's safe to say that Baylor has become 
a destination point for some of the best receivers in the country. 

“That really stood out to me,” says Robbie Rhodes, who was rated 
as high as the No. 2 prospect nationally at his position. “I see how 
coach (Art) Briles treats his receivers and how they just explode when 
they're on the field. | think they can get me to the next level.” 

Rhodes, who Briles contends is the “best receiver in America,” had 
79 receptions for 2,264 yards and 37 touchdowns over his final two 
seasons at Fort Worth (Texas) Southwest High School. In 2011, he 
broke the state record and tied a national mark with eight TD catches 
from fellow Baylor signee Wesley Harris in a 66-21 win. 

“I don't know how you could be any better,” Briles says, “to be that 
big and that fast and have such great hands and know how to track 
the ball like he does with such great passion and energy and drive; and 
be such a complete student-athlete. He's just a tremendous person.” 

Along with redshirt freshman Cory Coleman, a 2011 high school 
All-American, Rhodes will pump new blood into a receiving corps 
that lost Williams and four-year starter Lanear Sampson. 


DL ANDREW BILLINGS 6-0, 305, WACO, TX 
Ranked No. 12 defensive tackle in the nation and No. 18 prospect in Texas by 
247Sports. Named first-team All-State and first-team All-District 8-44. 


LB TRAVON BLANCHARD 6-1, 185, ORANGE, TX 
Ranked No. 37 linebacker in the country by Scout and No. 53 player in Texas by 
ESPN. Named first-team Class 3A All-State at defensive back as a senior. 


DL BYRON BONDS 6-1, 280, ALLEN, TX 
Ranked No. 57 defensive tackle in the nation by 247Sports. Named Class 5A All- 
State honorable mention. 


DL TERELL BROOKS 6-4, 305, DUNCANVILLE, TX 
Transfer from Navarro (Texas) College. Ranked No. 20 junior college defensive 
tackle in the nation by 247Sports. Transferred to Navarro from North Texas. 


LB RAAQUAN DAVIS 6-1, 205, ROCKWALL, TX 
Ranked No. 28 linebacker in the country by ESPN and No. 38 prospect in Texas by 
Rivals. Registered 114 tackles, one INT and one fumble recovery as a senior. 


DB KYLE FULKS 5-8, 160, KATY, TX 
Ranked No. 66 cornerback in the nation by Scout and No. 49 player in Texas by 
247Sports. 


WR KIANTE’ GRIFFIN 6-0, 200, CARROLLTON, TX 
Ranked No. 41 wide receiver in the country by Scout and No. 24 prospect in Texas 
by 247Sports. 


DB WESLEY HARRIS 6-0, 175, FORT WORTH, TX 
Missed much of the late portion of the 2012 season due to injury. Ranked No. 115 
athlete in the nation by 247Sports. 


RB JOHNNY JEFFERSON 5-9, 195, KILLEEN, TX 
Ranked No. 31 running back in the nation by 247Sports and No. 61 prospect in 
Texas by Rivals. 


QB CHRIS JOHNSON 6-4, 195, BRYAN, TX 
Ranked No. 17 dual-threat quarterback in the country by 247Sports and No. 24 
player in Texas by ESPN. 


WR QUAN JONES 6-4, 200, WYLIE, TX 
Ranked No. 50 wide receiver in the nation by 247Sports and No. 63 prospect in 
Texas by Rivals. 


DB AUSTIN JUPE 6-0, 180, SAN ANTONIO, TX 
Ranked No. 25 safety in the country by Scout and No. 74 prospect in Texas by Ri- 
vals. Registered 56 tackles and 13 pass breakups as a senior. 


OL DARIUS MOORE 6-2, 275, MISSOURI CITY, TX 
Ranked No. 59 guard in the nation by Scout and No. 134 player in Texas by 
247Sports. 


LB BRIAN NANCE 6-2, 230, EULESS, TX 
Ranked No. 84 prospect in the nation by 247Sports and No. 18 outside linebacker 
in the country by ESPN. 


TE GUS PENNING 6-5, 245, JENISON, MI 
Transfer from Riverside (Calif.) Community College. Ranked No. 3 junior college 
tight end by ESPN. 


LB/DE XAVIER PHILLIPS 6-1, 220, FORT WORTH, TX 
Ranked No. 69 outside linebacker in the nation by Scout and No. 88 player in Texas 
by ESPN. Registered 70 tackles, six sacks and 15 hurries in 2012. 


OL MAURICE PORTER 6-62, 90, MISSOURI CITY, TX 
Ranked No. 17 offensive tackle in the nation and No. 26 prospect in Texas by 
247Sports. Has only played three seasons of football in his life. 


S ALFRED PULLOM 6-1, 185, CYPRESS, TX 
Ranked No. 34 safety in the nation and No. 66 player in Texas by Rivals. 


WR ROBBIE RHODES 6-0, 185, FORT WORTH, TX 
Under Armor All-American. Ranked No. 28 player in the nation and No. 4 wide re- 
ceiver by Athlon Sports, No. 1 prospect in Texas by 247Sports. 


S TAION SELLS 5-9, 180, IRVING, TX 
Ranked No. 46 safety in the nation by ESPN and No. 41 player in Texas by Rivals. 
Recorded 75 tackles, including four for a losss, and nine pass breakups as a senior. 


DE KJ. SMITH 6-1, 240, FRISCO, TX 
Ranked No. 35 defensive lineman in the country by Rivals and No. 89 prospect in 
Texas by 247Sports. 


DL TANNER THRIFT 6-5, 260, HUTTO, TX 
Ranked No. 69 defensive end in the nation by 247 Sports. Recorded 48 tackles, in- 
cluding five for a loss, four hurries and three forced fumbles as a senior. 


LB TAYLOR YOUNG 5-3, 215, DESOTO, TX 
Second-team MaxPreps All-American. Ranked No. 80 linebacker in the country by 
247Sports. Named Texas 2012 Class 5A Defensive Player of the Year. 
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IOWA STATE te 
31 Northern lowa 
SEPTEMBER 
14__lowa - 
26 _ at Tulsa 
OCTOBER 
: é 3 Texas : 
NATIONAL FORECAST: 57 // BIG 12 PREDICTION: 9 12 at Texas Tech 


19 at Baylor 
26 Oklahoma State 


omentum has been building with Iowa State's football program ever since Paul Rhoads’ 
successful first season in Ames. Home attendance is at an all-time high. Season-ticket 


ime hig! : NOVEMBER 
sales continue to soar. Upsets over ranked teams are less surprising with each victory. 2 at Kansas State 
he caliber of athlete ISU is able to legitimately recruit is greater. 1 ah (| ae 
The Big 12 is stable and strong, and this football team is a major piece of it. Through all that good, 16 at Oklahoma 
the program wants more. There are two things the Cyclones haven't done since Rhoads’ rookie sea- 23 Kansas > iy 


son — finish with a winning record and win a postseason game. lowa State has been to a bowl game 


29 at West Virginia 
three of the last four years, the last two ending in losses. —— 

It's going to be quite a challenge this fall making the postseason dream a reality. The 
Cyclones are once again are rolling the dice at the quarterback position with Sam 
Richardson, a part-time starter in 2012, the likely No. 1. The offense is loaded at run- 
ning back, average on the offensive line and in desperate need of playmakers on the out- 
side to improve on the league’s second-worst scoring offense. There’s even more of an 
uphill battle on defense, having finally said goodbye to star linebackers Jake Knott and 
AJ. Klein, the backbone of the team since Rhoads arrived, and a handful of other key 
defenders. 

This season shouldn’t lack for drama, and it could come down to the finale at West 
Virginia to lock up a bowl bid. 


QUARTERBACKS Richardson has the edge coming into the season after starting 
the final two games of 2012. The sophomore has a strong arm and just enough elu- 
siveness and speed to be dangerous running the ball as well. He described his late-sea- 
son run as “surreal,” having been thrown into a pressure-packed situation with the 
Cyclones fighting to reach the postseason. Richardson completed 58.2 percent of his 
passes while throwing for eight touchdowns and one interception after taking over for 
Steele Jantz and Jared Barnett. Jantz is out of eligibility, and Barnett transferred, leav- 
ing Richardson as the only quarterback with game experience. Redshirt freshman Grant 
Rohach is No. 2 on the depth chart. He's got a lot going for him, but coaches clearly 
would feel most comfortable with Richardson under center trying to improve on last 
year's 3-6 Big 12 record, including a 1-4 mark in conference games at Jack Trice Sta- 
dium. 


RUNNING BACK There's no shortage of talent, with as many as six backs possibly 


taking handoffs out of the Pistol formation. The only real question is whether senior 


Shontrelle Johnson will be one of them. Johnson is 
THE VERDICT 


coming offan ACL tear and will need to show he’s fully 
2013 PROJECTION: 5-7, 2-7 BIG 12 


ERNST BRUN 


healthy in order to beat out the likes of James White, 
DeVondrick Nealy and Aaron Wimberly. The speedy 


White is the leading returning rusher and has home 
run ability. The staff hopes his fumble and injury prob- 
lems are behind him. Nealy played some as a redshirt 
freshman last year and was impressive in the spring. 
Wimberly, a junior college transfer, also showed flashes 
during spring practices and no doubt will contribute 


There are significant concerns on both sides of the ball for lowa State. Sam Richardson did a nice 
job at quarterback after taking over for the final three games, but he is far from a proven com- 
modity. The rest of the offense is lacking in playmakers; in Big 12 games last season, the Cy- 
clones ranked last in the league in offensive plays of 20-plus, 30-plus and 40-plus yards. Only 
four starters are back on defense, and it will be very difficult to replace standout linebackers A.J. 
Klein and Jake Knott. The schedule, with five Big 12 road games and non-conference dates with 


this year. The 5'9", 173-pounder ran out of the same 
type of offense at lowa Western Community College. 
Power back Jeff Woody should get his chances in short- 
yardage situations, while sophomore Rob Standard also could be in a fight for carries, though he’s 


lowa and Tulsa, is difficult. Reaching a bowl game will be a challenge. 


likely a year away from seeing significant playing time. 5-YEAR WIN TREND 
RECEIVERS Short on experience and long on potential. And that’s what has Rhoads accentuat- 7 

ing the positives with his current crop of receivers, in spite of losing his top three pass-catchers. 684 
“What's exciting is the length of these guys and their ability to stretch the field, maybe more so than 5 


we've had in the four previous seasons,” Rhoads says. Tops on that list of playmakers is sophomore 
Quenton Bundrage, who has spent the better part of the last couple years catching passes from 
Richardson on the scout team. He has the ability to emerge as a lead guy. Upperclassmen Jarvis West 2 
and Albert Gary have been regulars in the lineup, but they both need to increase their production. 
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Tad Ecby and first-year players Dondre Daley and PJ. Harris should see some balls come their way 
as well. Tight end Ernst Brun was a familiar target last season, especially in the red zone where he 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


caught six TDs. Newcomer E.J. Bibbs could also be a big part of the passing game. The 6'1", 242- HEAD COACH 
d Wood : i ight end this spri Paul Rhoads 
pound Woody even spent some time at tight end this spring. a oe 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Four players with starting experience return, most notably center Tom 20-27 (4 years) 
Farniok, who has started every game the past two seasons. Kyle Lichtenberg is going back to his more 24-27 (4 years) 
natural position at tackle. Joining him on the right side is Ethan Tuftee, who Rhoads believes has All- OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
Big 12 potential in his senior season. Junior Jacob Gannon started some a year ago and moves to left Courtney Messingham 
tackle to protect Richardson's blind side. Coaches had hoped to have Shaban Dika at left guard, but nada COGRDINATOR 
ly Burnham 
LOCATION 
DEPTH CHART Ames, IA 
STADIUM 


OFFENSE (5) Jack Trice Stadium (55,000) 

WR 9 Quenton Bundrage(So.} 13 Dondre Daley (Fr.) 

WR 6 Tad Ecby (So.) 4 PJ.Harris (Fr) 

WR 1 Jarvis West Ur.) 18 Albert Gary (Sr.) 

LT 65 JacobGannon(Jr.) 72 Brock Dagel (So.) Jeremiah George, LB The 
LG 78 Bob Graham (Jr.) 77 Oni Omoile (So.) Cyclones’ new defensive cap- 
C = 74 Tom Farniok (Jr.) 56 Ben loth) tain will be asked to take 

RG 64 EthanTuftee(Sr.) 70 Daniel Burton Fr.) charge of a linebacking 


RT 69 Kyle Lichtenberg (Sr.) 75 Jamison Latk (So) 
TE 84 ErnstBrun(Sr.) 11 E.J. Bibbs [Jr] 


QB 12 SamRichardson(So.) | 3 Grant Rohach (Fr.) 


RB 8 JamesWhite(Sr.) 20 DeVondrick Nealy (So.] 


DEFENSE (4) 
DE 50 WillieScott(Sr.) 69 Nick Kron So.) 


corps that lost a ton of pro- 
duction. 


Tom Farniok, OL Anchor on the offensive 
line could contend for postseason honors. 
Has started every game the last two sea- 

sons. 


James White, RB Veteran averaged 5.1 
yards per carry in 2012 and possesses 
big-play ability. Has to stay healthy, 
though. 

Jacques Washington, S A three-year 
starter, Washington is the Cyclones’ most 
experienced player in the secondary. 
Earned All-Big 12 honorable mention hon- 
ors last season. 


Ernst Brun, TE Former junior college 
transfer showed up big in the red zone, 
tying for the team lead with six touch- 
down receptions. He will be an important 
target all over the field as well. 


DT 18 Collin Bevins (Fr) 92 Austin Krick Jr) 
NG 93 Brandon Jensen (Jr.) 95 Walter Woods Ill (Sr.] 
DE 87 Davidlirving (Jr) 48. Cory Morrissey (Jr.) 
OLB 14 Jared Brackens (Jr) 44 Alton Meeks (Fr) 
MLB 52 Jeremiah George (Sr.) 41 Darius White [Fr.) 

OLB 55 Jevohn Miller (Jr) 21 Luke Knott (Fr) 

CB 2 JansenWatson(Sr.) 4 SamRichardson (So) 


CB 6 Kenneth Lynn (So.) "1 Charlie Rogers (Fr.) 
SS 26 Deon Broomfield (Sr.) 22 TJ. Mutcherson [Fr.) 
FS 5 JacquesWashington(Sr.) 7 Cliff Stokes {Sr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 41 Edwin Arceo(Sr.) © KR 1 Jarvis West Jr.) 


P13 Kirby Van Der Camp St) PR_ 1 Jarvis West Ur.) 


The Cyclones are 21-3 

in coach Paul Rhoads’ 

four seasons when op- 
ponents score fewer 

than 24 points. 

he decided to give up football after dealing with an ACL tear to both 

knees in the past two seasons. Bob Graham and newcomers Jamison 

Lalk and Oni Omoile are the likely candidates to fill that void. “We were very anxious to get (Dika) 

back because we felt he brought a physical presence that we needed,” Rhoads says. “It’s a blow.” The 

line is under new direction with former Arkansas and Nevada assistant coach Chris Klenakis leading 

the group. So far, so good — ar least through spring ball. “I think we've blocked better on the perime- 

ter, whether it be the screen or the outside runs,” Rhoads says. “They keep getting better and better 

every day. They need to.” 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Up front is probably the biggest area of worry for the defense. There's so 
much youth on a line that was average a year ago even with All-Big 12 nose guard Jake McDonough 
leading the charge. Taking his place will be 301-pound junior Brandon Jensen, who’ played some but 
hasn't had the reps he'll see this fall. Next to him at tackle will be a rotation of newcomers Collin 
Bevins, Austin Krick and Pierre Aka. End looks much more solid, especially considering Willie Scott 
played so well in the spring. He could be a force rushing the passer, which ISU desperately needs 
after registering only 15 sacks last season. “We've just got to get constant pressure,” says defensive line 
coach Curtis Bray. “Last year I felt like some games we did, some games we totally disappeared. That's 
what we can’t have.” Promising 6'7" end David Irving sat out this spring after having shoulder sur- 
gery and will need to make a splash now that the spot is his for the taking. Coaches are counting on 
former junior college transfer Cory Morrissey to contribute more in 2013. 


LINEBACKERS What will this defense look like without three-year starters Knott and Klein? The 
pair were first-team all-conference picks and combined for a staggering 708 tackles in their careers. 
They'll be sorely missed, to say the least. Jeremiah George is primed for a big finish to his career and 
will be the defensive signal-caller. Weak-side linebacker is wide open, with junior Jevohn Miller get- 
ting the first crack at the opening. Knott's younger brother, Luke, also is in the mix and will provide 
depth. On the other side Jared Brackens is moving up closer to the line of scrimmage to play line- 
backer. The former defensive back has the size (6'1", 210) and speed to make an easy transition. So 


KEY LOSSES 


Jake Knott, LB Did it all for ISU's de- 
fense the last three years, both on and off 
the field. Leaves a huge void. 

A.J. Klein, LB A former Big 12 Defensive 
Player of the Year, Klein was a fifth-round 
pick of the Carolina Panthers in the 2013 
NFL Draft. 


Jared Barnett, QB He may not have won 
the starting job, hence the transfer, but 
Barnett's experience will be missed. 


Jake McDonough, DT Served as a qual- 
ity space-eater in the middle of the defen- 
sive line. 


Jeremy Reeves, CB Small in size, but 
big on talent. Was ISU’s top cover corner 
who had a nose for the ball. 


RISING STAR 


Wide receiver Quenton Bundrage played a 
decent amount last year as a redshirt 
freshman, flashing some of the potential 
that has folks believing he can be the Cy- 
clones’ top target this fall. Bundrage is 
gifted physically at 6'2", 190 pounds. It's 
just a matter of motivation, and the job is 
his for the taking. 


114 ATHLON’ SPORTS’ COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Tim Umphery 


2013 IOWA STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HTIWT CL HOMETOWN 87_ Irving, David 6-7/272 Jr. San Jacinto, CA 
14 Creekmur,Chanse —6-5/246 Jr. Marshalltown, 1A 93 Jensen, Brandon 6-5/301 Jr. Ankeny, IA 
15 Horbach, Brandon —_6-3/199 So. Toledo, !A 92. Krick, Austin 6-2/277 Jt. ——__ Clinton, 1A 
12. Richardson, Sam 6-2/205 So. Winter Park, FL 69 Kron, Nick 6-2/240 So. Clive, [A 
3 Rohach, Grant 6-1/210 Fr. Moorpark, CA | 85 Lemke, Devin 6-4/237 So. Alden, 1A 
RUNNING BACKS HIWT CL HOMETOWN 63 McCaffery, Patrick 6-2/263 So. North Liberty, IA 
40 Ferch, Dalton 5-10/199. Fr. State Center, IA 90 Meyers, Mitchell 6-4/253 Fr. The Woodlands, TX 
16 Goaley, Ben S-10/196 Fr. DesMoines,tA | © Morrissey, Cory __6-4/249 _J._____Ames, IA 
21 Johnson, Shontrelle 5-9/186 St. Deland, FL | 52 Scott, Willi G20 St. Orlando, FL 
20 Nealy, DeVondrick  5-10/183 So. Monticello, FL_ SB) aa = a iC 
0 Standard, Rob __5-10/208 So. St. Louis, MO i sa - ae oe Drsea 
“8 White, James 5-6/192 Sr. _——Dallas, 1X 95 Woods Ill, Walter 6-0/318 Sr. Palmdale, CA 
2 Wimberly, Aaron 5-9/173 Jr. Snellville, GA | LINEBACKERS HTWT CL HOMETOWN 
32 Woody, Jeff 6-1/242 Sr. Pleasant Hill, IA 32 Ahrendt,Cody 6-0/230 Jr Sioux City, 1A 
RECEIVERS F HTWT cL HOMETOWN ~ aoe Jf ac Ar, ee ™ 
9 Bundrage, Quenton 6-2/189 So. Palmetto, FL_ | Pras ne — eet 
80 Coleman, Justin 5-11/188 Sr. Beatrice, NE Oey ey. eel S HOUR Clty, IA 
= 52 George, Jeremiah  5-11/219 Sr. ~ Clearwater, FL 
13 Daley, Dondre 61/191 Fr. Bridgeport, FL 
— 7a | 21 Knott, Luke 6-0/216 Fr. Lee's Summit, MO 
88 Dinkins, Ben 6-1/184 Sr. Hollywood, FL _ ——— 
1. §3. Lazard, Anthony 6-0/197 Fr. Urbandale, 1A 
6 Ecby, Tad 6-0/195 So. Houston, TX a echeieee Dia 
—eaineya(| «44 Meeks, Alton 62/241 Fr. Orlando, FL 
19 Fisher, Ben 6-3/202 Jr. Van Meter, IA | ———— a3 — 
a TTY 55 Miller, Jevohn 6-1/240 Jr. Brooklyn, IA 
18 Gary, Albert §- 10/203 _ Sr. Ocala, FL i 
POE eo Pert ann 2 = ————— | 96 Peters, Levi §-10/213 Fr. Gilmore City, IA 
82 Hammann, Derek  5-6/160 Fr. ~ Dyersville, IA id Ross Zach $105 Lee's Summit. MO 
85 Harger, Mitchell 5-9/204 Fr. Alburnett, 1A oe a 
—_— " 29 Seeley, Kane 6-1/241 Fr. “Perry, 1A 
& Harris, PJ. 6-1/160 Fr. _ Groveland, FL iS Severson, Knute 62/231 Clarion, TA 
3 Medders, Brett 6-2/204 So. Westlake Village, CA. | <> severson.Mnute 6-223) fr.__Clarion A 
| 43 Welch, Jordan 6-0/221 Fr. Lamoni, IA 
| West Jarvis__S-7/174_Jt._St-Petersburg.FL_ | 77 White, Darius 6-0/283 Fr. Palmetto, FL 
1 West, Quan 429 Fr. Willis, 1X | fat —- aia 
TIGHT ENDS HT cl HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
, ; 12 Boyer, Wes 6-0/202 Sr. _ Cedar Falls, 1A 
11 Bibbs, EJ. 6-3/250 Jr. Chicago, IL ea 
aa jaan 26 Broomfield, Deon  6-0/206 Sr. Palm Bay, FL 
95 Boesen, Ben 6-6/230 So. Des Moines, IA, | =————— 
aay | 23 Cotton, Darian “5-11/189 So. Mount Pleasant, IA 
84 Brun Jr., Ernst 6-3/251 Sr. Stone Mountain, GA qf Farch, Drak GAT a TST Tra 
89 Richardson, Pierce 6-5/253 Jr. Newport Beach, CA sores 201i see Canes 
i" | 33 Jahlas, Josh _—<6-1/200 ‘Fr. Cedar Rapids, IA 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN = -HT/WT CL HOMETOWN | 17 Lawty,Damein —5-10/169 Fr. Dallas, 1X 
61 Beckman, Nick 6-3/279 So. __lowa City, A | 6 Lynn, Kenneth 5-10/165 So. Dallas, TX 
70 Burton, Daniel _—6-5/302_Fr.___OklahomaCCity, OK | 22 Mutcherson,T.J. S-1i/191 Fr. ——=———‘Tampa, FL 
79 Curtis, Shawn ~ 6-5/279 ‘Fr. Orlando, FL “h Richardson,Sam  5-7/182 So. League Ci TK 
72. Dagel, Brock 6-8/297 So. Cherokee, IA | 11 Rogers, Charlie 6-1/202 Fr. lowa | 
66 Dunning, Jacob 6-6/280 Fr. ~_ Leander, TX 16 Shaeffer, Gage §-11/199 Jr. ‘Eden Prairie, MN 
74 Farniok, Tom 6-4/287 Jr. Sioux Falls, SD 7 Stokes, Cliff 6-1/175 Sr. ‘Tallahassee, FL 
65 Gannon, Jacob 6-7/300 Jr. lowaCity, (A | 39 Streeter, Tysen 5-9/190 Fr. —_—_‘State Center, JA 
78 Graham, Bob 6/296 Jr. Jenks, 0K | 19 Swoyer, Matt 5-11/195 Fr. ‘Southlake, TX 
97 Harmeyer, Tyler 6-0/287 Jr. ‘Ankeny,IA_ | 8 Thomas, Matthew — 5-10/168 Jr. “Lancaster, TX. 
76 Lalk, Jamison 6-6/295 So. Council Bluffs,1A_ | 5 Washington, Jacques 6-1/220 Sr. Owassa, OK 
69 Lichtenberg, Kyle 6-6/296 Sr. Bettendorf,1A_ | 2 Watson, Jansen 5-9/174 Sr. ‘Kissimmee, FL 
56 Loth, Ben 6-0/316 Jt. Chatsworth, (A | Sperianicts HUWT cL HOMETOWN 
tL tances Oe G-NzH2 _ Se. Coppell. | 99 Amundson, Mitch(K} 60/202 Jr Sioux City A 
64 Tufte, Ethan 6-4/314 St. Davenport, 1A 41 Arceo, Edwin (kK) 5-9/196 Sr. Muscatine, IA 
75 Williams, Duaron 6-3/289 Fr. Orlando, FL 7 Lande, Nick (is) 5-10/180 Fr. F “Granger, A ; 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN = HIJWT CL HOMETOWN 1 Netten, Cole (K) ~_ 61/205 Fs Ankeny, [A 
91 Aka, Pierre 6-4/273 Fr. _Indianapolis, IN| 42 Sims,Luke (Ls) 5-10/214 So. Centennial, CO 
54 Benton, Marcus _—_6-2/241 So. Van Meter, 1A | 49 Thornton, Spencer(Ls) 6-1/245 Jr. Marion, IA 
18 Bevins, Collin 6-5/277 Fr. Creston, 1A | 51 Tusha, Tanner(LS) 5-10/202 Fr. ~ Clear Lake, IA 
94 Cousin, Devlyn 6-1/297 Fr. St. Marys, GA | 13 VanDerKamp, Kirby(P) 6-4/211 Sr. West Des Moines, IA 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP IOWA STATE 


“It will be interesting to see how the quarterback situation plays out. They had three of them, one transferred — the 
younger kid (Jared Barnett). They lost some production at receiver. They have three starting offensive linemen that re- 
turn, ... They are a good, pretty much average offensive line. But they can move the ball, and they have experience run- 


ning the ball. ... 


(Running back) Jeff Woody didn’t play for them much. We thought he was a load. Not sure why he didn’t 


play more. I’m not sure if he’s in the doghouse or injured. Not really sure there. Good running back, though. ... Their tal- 
ent level is middle of the pack, to be honest about it. One of the things last year is they had very athletic quarterbacks, 
Steele Jantz and Barnett — they were real athletic. But halfway through the season, they went with the other guy, Sam 


Richardson, for more consistency. | guess he’s the guy. Might be more of a consistent thrower than the others. ... 


On de- 


fense, they will take a little bit of a hit after losing their best linebackers (A.J. Klein and Jake Knott). They were tough at 


linebacker. ... 


linebackers carried them. They knew how to play and were tough. ... 


A defensive tackle that was a huge guy, Jake McDonough, they'll miss him. He was a good player. But the 


The wide receiver position can be a question mark 


for them. They don’t have a lot of talented experience there. The strength is in the running backs.” 


2012 RESULTS 


RECORD: 6-7, 3-6 (BIG 12) 


Sept. 1 Tulsa W 38-23 
Sept.8 atlowa W 9-6 
Sept.15 Western Illinois W 37-3 
Sept.29 Texas Tech L 13-24 
Oct. 6 atTCU = ss WS OY-23 
Oct. 13 Kansas State Ap 
Oct. 20 atOklahomaState L 10-31 
Oct. 27 Baylor W 35-21 
Nov. 3. Oklahoma L 20-35. 
Nov.10 atTexas LC -83 
Nov.17 at Kansas W 51-23 
Nov. 23. West Virginia L 26-31 
Dec. 31 _ vs. Tulsa # 


SAM RICHARDSON 
2012 INDIVIDUAL 


STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Steele Jantz 269 = 167 «1,603 13° «(12 


Jared Barnett 108 §2 624 6 4 
Sam Richardson | n 46 541 8 1 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 


James White 9 86 BI 2 
Shontrelle Johnson115 504 44 2 
Sam Richardson 41 233 BA 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Aaron Horne 39 «6870S 8 


Chris Young 3% 4111082 

Josh Lenz Hn (459) 14.8 6 
Jarvis West 31-290 9.4 3 
Ernst Brun 26 «6330 «12.7 6 
KICKING: Edwin Arceo, 12-18 FGs, 37-40 XPs, 
73 points 


TACKLES: A.J. Klein, 117; Jacques Washington, 90 
SACKS: Cleyon Laing, 3 

INTERCEPTIONS: Durrell Givens, 3; 

Jacques Washington, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


2012 RANKINGS 


‘Offense Per Game Big 12 National 


Scoring 24.5 ppg t 85 
Rushing 150.1 ypg 9 73 
Passing 214.1 ypg 8 79 


Total 364.2ypg 2 


Defense  PerGame Big’ 12 National 
Scoring 23.9 ppg 3 38 
Rushing 176.9 ypg 6 15 
Passing 265.3 ypg 6 99 
Total 442.2 ypg 7 94 
T0 Margin “Per Game Big 12 National 


0 0.00 6 58 
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far, it looks like a great move. A pair of first-year players — Dar- 
ius White and Alton Meeks — will need to be ready when their 
number is called. 


The secondary is loaded with experi- 
ence at three of the four spots. Seniors Jacques Washington and 
Deon Broomfield are at the free and strong safety spots, respec- 
tively, and are both solid. Washington is in his third season as a 
starter and is the leader in the defensive backfield. He was second 
on the team last year with 90 tackles and had three interceptions. 
Broomfield was primarily a nickel back and is ready to step in at 
the new spot. Senior Jansen Watson is the Cyclones’ top return- 
ing cornerback. He missed spring ball because of injury but will 
be ready for camp in August. 


Punter Kirby Van Der Kamp is one of the Big 
12’s best. He averaged 41.0 yards on his conference-leading 77 
attempts in 2012. The staff would like to see less of him this sea- 
son. Edwin Arceo and redshirt freshman Cole Netten are vying for 
the placekicking duties. Arceo was a pleasant surprise last season, 
hitting 12-of-18 field goals, two from 50-plus yards. The Cyclones 
need to improve in the return game, particularly kickoffs, an area 
where they ranked last in the Big 12 a year ago. There are a hand- 
ful of candidates to return kickoffs, but no one on the roster has 
game experience fielding punts. 


: HUDDLE 


lowa State's early season schedule is a bit discombobulated. 
The Cyclones open on Aug. 31 against Northern lowa and have a bye in Week 2. They 
host in-state rival lowa on Sept. 14 and again have a bye. From there it’s consecu- 
tive nationally televised Thursday night tilts at Tulsa (Sept. 26) and home for the Big 
12 opener against Texas (Oct. 3). Then, lowa State plays eight straight weeks with- 
out a break, culminating with the school’s first trip to Morgantown, W.Va., to play 
the Mountaineers on Thanksgiving weekend. 


« Jack Trice Stadium has never been more packed in its nearly 40- 
year history, and school officials are doing everything they can to keep it that way. 
Season ticket sales are at an all-time high (40,000-plus). In 2012, the Cyclones set 
records for the highest attended game (56,800), highest average attendance per 
game (55,274) and total attendance (386,918) in program history. 


The only staff change was the addition of offensive line coach 
Chis Klenakis, who comes to lowa State after spending three years at Arkansas. 
Prior to that, Klenakis was the offensive coordinator at Nevada, where he worked 
with current 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick and ran the Pistol offense. Kle- 
nakis took the spot of original Rhoads staff member Bill Bleil, who shifted to tight 
ends when Luke Wells left to coach at Utah State. 


lowa State's new and improved football facility, the Bergstrom 
Football Complex, opened for business last fall to rave reviews. The $20.6 million, 
152,000-square foot addition is connected to the existing indoor practice field. It in- 
cludes an impressive strength and conditioning facility, office complex with coach 
and position meeting rooms, an auditorium and spacious locker rooms. 


H lowa State and Tulsa will get the chance to break the 
tie with a third meeting in a little over a year's time. The Cyclones took the first 

meeting in 2012's season opener in Ames. The Golden Hurricane prevailed in a re- 
match at the Liberty Bowl on Dec. 31. The teams meet in late September at Tulsa. 


| The saga of tailback Shontrelle Johnson continues. He sat out spring 
practice for the second straight year recovering from injury and — just like last year 
— his status for the upcoming season is unknown. The speedy back tore ligaments in 
his knee in during practice last December and did not play in the bowl game. Consid- 
ering the competition at the position, Johnson faces an uphill battle to regain his 
starting spot. He returned to play in 2012 after battling back from a career-threaten- 
" neck injury and opened the year with a 100-yard game against Tulsa. 


lowa State has won more than seven games in a season only 
one time since 1978. Dan McCarney led the Cyclones to nine wins in 2000. ISU has 
won seven games five times in the last 12 years — including in the first season of 
the Rhoads era — but has had trouble reaching the elusive eight-win mark. 


> 
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Wisconsin 


3 SIGNEES 


Coach Paul Rhoads’ fifth recruiting class features two of the top 
prospects in the state of lowa, perhaps due to his team’s two-game 
winning streak over the in-state rival lowa Hawkeyes. 

Quarterback Joel Lanning of unbeaten state champion Ankeny is 
one of the headliners. Lanning totaled 3,384 yards and 39 touch- 
downs (22 passing, 17 rushing) last season and ultimately chose lowa 
State over Nebraska. The crown jewel may be offensive lineman Jake 
Campos, who initially picked former Big 12 member Missouri — now 
in the SEC — but reversed course on his verbal commitment and 
chose to stay close to his Des Moines-area home. Campos was re- 
cruited and offered by dozens of schools and should be a mainstay 
on the line for years to come. 

Four players enrolled early and participated in spring practice — 

running back Aaron Wimberly, 
tight end E.J. Bibbs, linebacker 


BY ROSIFION Alton Meeks and offensive lineman 


Offensive Linemen 5 Shawn Curtis. Wimberly and Bibbs 
Defensive Backs 4  _ Stiould find their way onto the field 
Defensive Linemen 4 ‘ight away. The 6'3", 245-pound 
Linebackers 4 Bibbs was considered one of the 
Quarterbacks 2 top junior college tight ends na- 
Running Backs 2 —_tionally, turning down the likes of 
TightEnds = ss 2 Oklahoma, Arkansas, Nebraska 
Wide Receivers = 2 ~—_and Texas Tech. 

BY STATE Wimberly’s junior college team- 
Florida 9 mate Rodney Coe also will wear 
(0. aT the cardinal and gold. Coe, from 
lowa 3 Fulton, Mo., was a running back as 
California 2 a junior college freshman but was 
Illinois 2 recruited to play defensive end at 
Georgia 1 lowa State. Curtis and Meeks both 
Missouri hail from Orlando, although they 


attended different high schools, It 
wouldn't be a shock to see Meeks, 
who won a state wrestling title, on 
the field this season. He is one of nine players signed from the tal- 
ent-rich state of Florida. 

Six more came from Texas, typically the Cyclones’ most fertile re- 
cruiting area. In addition to Lanning, one other quarterback was 
signed, dual-threat Trevor Hodge from Perris, Calif. ISU is loaded at 
tunning back but inked two in this class, Wimberly and Tyler Brown. 


RB - AARON WIMBERLY + SNELLVILLE, GA 

lowa State didn’t necessarily need help at running back, which is 
a position of strength this season, but the Cyclones couldn't pass up 
the opportunity to add junior college transfer Aaron Wimberly to the 
roster. Wimberly enrolled early at lowa State, and the 5'11", 180- 
pound Georgia native displayed speed and elusiveness during spring 
practice. 

“As soon as he sees a sliver of daylight — gone,” backfield mate 
Jeff Woody says. “There's not a corner or a safety in the league that 
can take away an angle that he has when he's 100 percent healthy 
and gets going.” 

Wimberly ran for 1,125 yards and 13 touchdowns in his final sea- 
son at lowa Western Community College, earning second-team All- 
America honors as his team won the NJCAA championship. lowa, 
Penn State, Boise State and others offered scholarships. Wimberly 
was attracted to lowa State in large part because of the Cyclones’ 
Pistol offense. 

“As soon as we got on the field, | felt that this was my opportunity,” 
Wimberly says. “{It was an) easy transition, because it’s just like 
what | came from.” 


WR BRYAN AJUMOBI 6-2, 210, GRAND PRAIRIE, TX 
Made 47 receptions for 732 yards and 10 TDs in three seasons at Grand Prairie. 


TE EMMANUEL BIBBS JR. 6-3, 245, CHICAGO, IL 
Transfer from Arizona Western Community College. Ranked No. 44 junior college 
prospect by ESPN. NJCAA second-team All-American. 


RB TYLER BROWN 5-11, 180, LAKELAND, FL 
First-team All-County selection. Rushed for 1,203 yards and 12 TDs as a senior. 


OL JAKE CAMPOS 6-7, 260, WEST DES MOINES, IA 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 16 offensive tackle in the nation and No. 1 
prospect in lowa by Rivals. Played for Team USA in the International Bowl. 


DE RODNEY COE 6-3, 285, FULTON, MO 
Transfer from lowa Western Community College. Recorded 42 tackles, including 
nine for a loss and two forced fumbles in 2012. 


DB KAMARI COTTON-MOYA 6-1, 185, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
Passed for 1.341 yards with 13 TDs and rushed for 2,268 yards with 27 TDs. 


OL SHAWN CURTIS 6-5, 270, ORLANDO, FL 
Ranked No. 27 offensive tackle in the nation by ESPN and No. 26 on the Orlando 
Sentinels Central Florida Super 60. 


DL ROBBY GARCIA 6-3, 280, TAMPA, FL 
Four-year varsity letterwinner. Played on the offensive line and at defensive end. 


OL RYAN GLENN 6-4, 265, WAUKEE, IA 
Named to the Des Moines Register’ Elite All-State team and a Class 4A All-State 
selection. 


WR BRANDON HARRIS 6-1, 185, CEDAR HILL, TX 
Had 36 receptions for 442 yards and four TDs as a senior. 


QB TREVOR HODGE 6-2, 190, PERRIS, CA 
Passed for 2,934 yards with 31 TDs and rushed for 1,322 yards with seven TDs as a 
senior. 


OL JACOB HOMA 6-5, 260, BROOKFIELD, WI 
Honorable mention All-Conference selection. Joe Thomas Award semifinalist. 


QB JOEL LANNING 6-2, 220, ANKENY, IA 
Ranked No. 2 prospect in lowa by ESPN. Named Class 4A Player of the Year by Des 
Moines Register. Two-time first-team All-Conference selection. 


TE ALEX LESLIE 6-5, 220, NEW BRAUNFELS, TX 
Ranked No. 31 tight end in the nation by ESPN. Played on Team USA in the Interna- 
tional Bowl. Caught 44 passes for 676 yards and 10 TDs as a senior. 


LB JUSTIN MADISON 6-2, 210, TAMPA, FL 
First-team All-County and second-team All-State selection. Registered 63 tackles 
and 10 sacks as a senior. 


LB ALTON MEEKS 6-3, 240, ORLANDO, FL 
Ranked No. 45 player in Central Florida by the Orlando Sentinel. Played quarter- 
back and linebacker in high school. 


LB BRIAN MILLS 5-11, 195 CLERMONT, FL 
Ranked No. 51 prospect in Florida by the Orlando Sentinel. Two-time team captain. 
Registered 95 tackles as a senior. 


OL NICK SEVERS 6-4, 260, MACOMB, IL 
Ranked No. 31 player in Illinois by Rivals. Named second-team All-State by the 
Chicago Sun-Times. 


DB KAMARI SYRIE 5-10, 190, HURST, TX 
Class 5A honorable mention All-State selection. Recorded 58 tackles, including 32 
solo stops and forced seven fumbles. 


DL VERNELL TRENT 6-4, 255, JACKSONVILLE, FL 
First-team Class 5A All-State selection. Registered 42 tackles and 12 sacks as a 
senior. 


DB NIGEL TRIBUNE 5-11, 175, JACKSONVILLE, FL 

First-team All-Conference selection. Part of the Florida Times-Union Super 24. 

DE J.D. WAGGONER 6-2, 230, PLANO, TX 

First-team All-District selection. Recorded 25 tackles for a loss as a senior. 

LB JUSTIN WEBSTER 6-1, 217, HOUSTON, TX 

Missed entire senior year with a leg injury after rushing for 1,500 yards and 20 TDs 
as junior. 

DB D.A. WILLIAMS 5-10, 170, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 

Ranked No. 46 cornerback in the nation by ESPN. Named a part of the Florida 
Times-Union Super 24. 

RB AKRON WIMBERLY 5-11, 180, SNELLVILLE, GA 

Transfer from lowa Western Community College. Named second-team All-American 
by NJCAA. 
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© TAYHAWKS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 88 // BIG 12 PREDICTION: 10 


harlie Weis did not take over the Kansas football program to lose games. But that’s what 

he did during his first season in Lawrence, as KU finished 1-11 overall and, for the sec- 

ond straight season, went winless in Big 12 play. With that in mind, Weis has done every- 

thing possible this offseason to get things turned around quickly. From ramping up 
recruiting and bringing in junior college transfers to continuing to emphasize accountability and 
conditioning, Weis believes the Jayhawks are in much better position in 2013 to field a more com- 
petitive team. 

“We were 1-11 last year, and I'd prefer not to be 1-11 again,” Weis said during the 
spring. “If 1 want to be here for a long time, there are a lot of things that have to change. 
One of them is we have to start winning more football games.” 

The 2012 season was not a complete disaster. Weis and his staff went a long way to- 
ward changing the losing culture that has permeated the program since the tail end of 
the Mark Mangino era. 

Buoyed by the return of a group of running backs that made KU one of the top 
rushing teams in the Big 12, Weis is confident that, with BYU transfer Jake Heaps 
now eligible at quarterback, the Jayhawks can make a drastic improvement and be- 
come a more balanced offense and a more productive defense. 

“Last year, I was just trying to figure out what we had,” Weis says. “And in a couple 
of cases we were putting square pegs in round holes. Now, a year in, you start adapt- 
ing what you do to who you have, and it gives you a much better chance to get round 
pegs in round holes.” 


QUARTERBACKS Although he sat out the 2012 season after transferring from 
BYU, Heaps soaked up as much of Weis’ offense as he could while also developing a 
rapport with teammates and coaches. The hope for the Jayhawks is that Heaps’ famil- 
iarity with his surroundings will allow him to slide right into the starting role. A one- 
time 5-star prospect from the suburbs of Seattle, Heaps started 16 games in his two 
seasons at BYU. He threw for 2,316 yards with 15 touchdowns and nine interceptions 
as a freshman but struggled as a sophomore with 1,452 yards, nine touchdowns and 
eight interceptions. Heaps might never live up to his prep billing, but it’s a safe bet he 
will be more productive than last year’s transfer quarterback. Dayne Crist, a former 
Weis recruit at Notre Dame, struggled in his only season at Kansas, completing less than 
50 percent of his passes with a TD-to-INT ratio of 4-to-9. Michael Cummings re- 
placed Crist midseason but wasn't asked to do too much in the passing game. He threw 
for over 100 yards in only one of his five starts. 


its ability to run the football. Every week the Jayhawks’ 2013 PROJECTION: 3-9, 0-9 BIG 12 
opponents knew they were going to run the football, 
and just about every week James Sims, Tony Pierson 


with career highs in yards (1,013) and carries (218) 
while rumbling for nine touchdowns. With Sims out 
— he was suspended for the first three games — Pierson picked up the slack and also turned in a ca- 
reer year (760 yards) while providing a consistent home run threat each time he touched the ball. Cox’s 
power and speed allow him to fill in for either back. He rushed for 464 yards on only 91 carries. “I 
think our running backs, which were our best position last year, are by far better this year,” Weis says. 


RECEIVERS Three of KU’s top options graduated, leaving a handful of unproven players and 
newcomers to man the wide receiver position. Weis believes junior Andrew Turzilli, who averaged 16.9 
yards on his 17 receptions in 2012, has the ability to be the team’s best deep threat. Senior Christian 
Matthews, who primarily served as the team’s Wildcat quarterback in 2012, was the surprise of the 
spring and often ran with the first team. Justin McCay, who sat out last fall after transferring from 


RUNNING BACKS In 2012, KU earned respect for | THE VERDICT | 


2013 SCHEDULE 


SEPTEMBER 

7 South Dakota 
14 atRice 
21 Louisiana Tech 
OCTOBER 

5 _ Texas Tech 
12 at TCU 
19 Oklahoma 
26 Baylor 
NOVEMBER 

2 _ at Texas 


9 at Oklahoma State 


16 West Virginia 


23 at lowa State 


30 Kansas State 


ANDREW TURZILLI 


Finding immediate help on the recruiting trail was the top priority for a Kansas program that has 
not won a Big 12 game in two seasons. Charlie Weis signed 18 junior college transfers and also 


and Taylor Cox still delivered. Sims, a senior who led welcomes two transfers from four-year schools, quarterback Jake Heaps and wide receiver Justin 
the Big 12 inr ushing yards per Bae (112.6), was ar- McCay. Heaps should help the passing attack, but there's little in the way of proven receivers, and 
guably the league s best back. He ripped off a school- the offensive line is a question mark. The defense has a long way to go after allowing 481.8 yards 
record six straight 100-yard Bane: and often per game last year. Kansas was by far the worst team in the league last year and will need to 
single-handedly kept KU competitive. Sims finished show significant progress this fall to climb out of the Big 12 basement. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 
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Sims: Ric Fogel; Tarzilli: Tim Umphery 


Oklahoma, is eligible. Newcomers Rod Coleman, Ishmael Hyman and Mark Thomas figure to com- 
pete with returnees Tre’ Parmalee and Josh Ford for playing time. “I’m counting on help there,” Weis 
says of the newcomers. “That's the one position on offense where there are a few guys who could get 
into the mix in a hurry.” Kansas hopes that junior Jimmay Mundine will finally emerge as a complete 
tight end. During his first wo seasons in Lawrence, Mundine proved to be a big target who could fight 
for yards and use his wide body and strength to get open. One problem: His blocking and dedica- 
tion often kept him off the field. With no veterans in front of him to steal snaps, Mundine figures to 
be the man heading into 2013. Junior Trent Smiley, an excellent blocker, and a host of inexperienced 
players, including Jordan Shelley-Smith and Charles Brooks, will add depth. 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (3) 


WR 19 Justin McCay (Jr.) 
WR 82 Andrew Turzilli Ur] 


LT 61 Pat Lewandowski (Jr) 
LG 63 Ngalu Fusimatohi (Jr.) 
C 65 Mike Smithburg (Jr.) 


RG 73 Damon Martin (So.) 


12. Christian Matthews (Sr.) 
11 Tre’ Parmalee(So.) 


79 Riley Spencer (St) 
64 Randall Dent (Sr.) 
66 Dylan Admire (So.} 


70 Gavin Howard (Sr.) 


RT 77 Aslam Sterling (Sr.) 
TE 41 Jimmay Mundine (Jr.) 
OB 9 Jake Heaps (Jr) 
RB 3. Tony Pierson (Jr.) 
RB 29 James Sims (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (3) 
DE 56 Chris Martin (Jr. 
DT —_Marquel Combs (Jr.) 


74 Brian Beckmann (Fr.) 


85 Trent Smiley Ur.) 
14 Michael Cummings (So.) 


20 Colin Spencer [Fr.) 


~ 36 TaylorCox(Sr) 


93 Ben Goodman|So.) 
96 Keba Agostinho (Sr.) 


NT 98. Keon Stowers (Jr.) 
DE Andrew Bolton (Jr.) 


97 Ty McKinney (r.) 
9 Jordan Tavai (Sr.) 


WLB Marcus Jenkins-Moore (Jt.] §7 Jake Love [So.] 


MLB 31 Ben Heeney (Jr.) 
SLB Samson Faifili (Jr) 
CB 33. Cassius Sendish (Jr.) 
CB 12 Dexter McDonald (Jr) 


52 _ Darius Willis (Sr.) 


SE _Corny Aik 


24 _JaCorey Shepherd Or) 
Kevin Short (Jr) 


$s Isaiah Johnson (So.) 


22. Greg Allen (Fr.) 
30 Tevin haw Fl. 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH 
Charlie Weis 
RECORD AT SCHOOL 
1-11 (1 year) 
CAREER RECORD 


STADIUM 
Memorial Stadium (50,071) 


Ben Heeney, LB Broke 
through in 2012 after playing 
very little as a true freshman. 
Tough, ferocious competitor 
with underrated wheels. 
James Sims, RB KU's best player and a 
likely future pro. Works hard, plays 
harder and has led the Jayhawks in rush- 
ing in each of the past three years. 

Tony Pierson, RB Dynamic speed back 
proved he could handle increased touches 
in 2012. Also has solid skills as a receiv- 
ing option out of the backfield. 


for ina starting tackle. Will be leaned on 
a lot more in 2013. 

Andrew Turzilli, WR Proved he could 
play in the Big 12 last season but still 
lacks confidence and a killer instinct. 


Aslam Sterling, OL Has the size you look 


Kansas wide receivers did 

K Michael Mesh Jr.) KR 3 Tony Pierson (Jr) not catch a touchdown 
P 16 Trevor Pardula(Jr.) PR 11 Tre’ Parmalee(So.) _ pass during the entire 
2012 season. As a team, 


the Jayhawks threw seven touch- : R 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN One of the biggest strengths in 2012 Bradley McDougald, S Wide receiver- 


downs. 
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figures to be one of the biggest question marks heading into 2013, 

as the Jayhawks will look to replace three multi-year starters on the offensive line. Weis and offensive 
line coach Tim Grunhard, a former pro, are not lacking in numbers. Junior tackle Pat Lewandowski 
has emerged as one of the top options up front. Five other linemen with starting experience return, 
including senior tackles Aslam Sterling, who improved throughout 2012, and Riley Spencer, who 
missed 2012 because of injury. The Jayhawks also added a few junior college transfers — Mike Smith- 
burg, who can play center or guard; Zach Fondal, a monster on the outside; and Ngalu Fusimalohi, 
who has been described as a mauler. Experience figures to be a concern early in the season, but the 
Jayhawks wont lack depth. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The defensive line, once again, was a major emphasis of Weis’ recruit- 
ing efforts, and as a result Kansas might have four new starters up front. Defensive tackle Marquel 
Combs arrives in Lawrence as the top-rated junior college player in the country, according to ESPN. 
He'll be joined in the middle by Ty McKinney, a member of the Class of 2012 who never made it to 
campus last season because of academic issues, and junior Keon Stowers. On the edge, former Florida 
Gator Chris Martin and junior college transfer Andrew Bolton will give the Jayhawks a new dimen- 
sion in their pass rush — something that’s sorely needed considering that KU recorded a Big 12- 
worst 12 sacks in 2012. Add to that group the return of veterans Jordan Tavai, Keon Stowers, Ben 
Goodman, Keba Agostinho and Kevin Young, and defensive coordinator Dave Campo finally appears 
to have some legitimate pieces to work with. 


LINEBACKERS The linebacker corps, like the defensive line, will have a vastly different look this 
season due to an infusion of junior college transfers. The most highly touted of the newcomers are 
Marcus Jenkins-Moore, a teammate of Combs at Pierce (Calif.) College, and Samson Faifili, a 6'0", 
240-pound linebacker from American River (Calif.) College. Both play with a high motor and are re- 
puted to be big hitters, and they'll be plugged into the starting lineup immediately. Jenkins-Moore 
and Faifili will team with Ben Heeney, who finished third in the Big 12 with 112 tackles during his 
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turned-safety with good ball skills who 
provided solid run support. 

Tanner Hawkinson, OL Started every 
game of his career; one of the few re- 
maining links to KU's recent glory days 
with Todd Reesing at quarterback. 
Duane Zlatnik, OL One of the strongest 
and nastiest dudes on KU's offensive line 
last season. 


Trevor Marrongelli, OL Ultra-intelligent 
overachiever who knew the responsibili- 
ties of all five positions up front and led 
by example. 

Greg Brown, CB Often drew opponents” 
top receiver and was a reliable option who 
improved each week. 


Wide receiver Justin McCay has not had 
the career many expected when he 
signed with Oklahoma out of high 
school. But some still believe it's com- 
ing. Kansas coach Charlie Weis says 
McCay reminds him of former NFL star 
Keyshawn Johnson — they even wear 
the same number (19) — and the physi- 
cal junior may be poised for a breakout 
season. 


Heeney: ‘Tim Umphery; Sterling: AP Photo! David Durochik 
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QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVELINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
14 Cummings, Michael §-10/205 So. Killeen, TX 96 Agostinho, Keba 6-2/277 Sr. Katy, TX 
9 Heaps, Jake 6-1/210 Jr. Issaquah, WA | 62 Avery, Dylan 6-3/246 Jr. Topeka, KS 
17 Jablonski, Blake —6-1/208 Jr. Wichita, KS 93 Goodman, Ben _—_4-3/265 So. Beaumont, TX 
seniiaiciaunes siwr 3» wonerow | Holmes, Tyer___6-3/286 Garland, TX 
25 Bourbon, Brandon 6-2/225 Jr a el 
ake Sint Sie |e ee ee 
(3. Fink, Ed 63/240 J aie Se _ eee 

- eri 54 Page, Neal 6-4/240 Fr. Birmingham, MI 
3 Pierson, Tony _S-11/171_t. _EastSt.LouissIt_ | 55" Reynolds, Michael —6-1/240 Jr Wichita, KS 
40 Randall, Preston —6-1/192_ Fr. Lawrence, KS 91 Smith, Shane 66/285 Sr ania: NM 
sae ee fem? _ Si. Irving. TX | 98 Stowers, Keon 6-3/297 Jr Rock Hill, SC. 
20 Spencer, Colin _5-10/180_Fr Dallas. 1% | 9 Tavai,Jordan 63/295 Sr. Redondo Beach, CA 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 90 Young, Kevin 6-3/287_ Sr. Olathe, KS 
34 Embree, Connor —§-10/179 Jr. Superior,CO | LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
8 Ford, Josh 6-3/207 Sr. Landover, MD 58 Amick, Courtney 6-2/205 Fr. ___ Dallas, TX 
15 Hentges, Matt 6-2/182 Fr. Eureka,MO | 31 Heeney, Ben __6-0/227 I Hutchinson, KS 
80. Herod, Ricki 6-292 Jr Mesquite, 1X | 4 Kande, Pring 5-11/210. Sr. Euless, TK 
12_ Matthews, Christian 6-1/192 Sr. Arlington, TX 57 Love, Jake 6-0/221 So. Tonkawa, OK 
19 McCay, Justin 6-2/213 Jr. Kansas City,MO | 47 Maura, Brian 6-4/205 Jr, Miami, FL 
83 Omigie, Chris 6-4/203 Sr. J Arlington, TX 32. Miles, Schyler_ 6-2/224 So. Tampa, FL 
88 Owens, Billy 6-2/195 Sr. Galveston, TX | 27 Simmons, Victor 6-2/220 Jr. Olathe, KS 
11 Parmalee, Tre’ —__5-10/172 So. Overland Park, KS_ | 50. Speer, Ricky 6-0/210 So. Lansdale, PA 
82 Turilli, Andrew 46-4/188 J. Butler, NJ | 52 Willis, Darius 62/240 _ Sr. Houston, TX_ 
iar - inter c. carol 44 Tunica, Michael ——_5-11/205 So. Palos Park, IL 
4& Baron, Scott 6-3/245 So. santa Ana,Ca | DEFERSIVEBACKS = MI/WT CL ss alstide 
86 Brooks, Charles 6-6/245. St. Seta: || ee eee 
4) Mundine, Jimmay 6-2/262 nt _ Denison, TX SiGe ats ba LI oes wal 


87 Shelley-Smith, Jordan -5/247 Fr. 


‘ McGregor, TX 


49 Dangerfield, Deron 5-11/176 Sr. 


Overland Park, KS__ 


45 Sizemore, Nick 6-1/245 Sr. tat. | eee — SITES wtogoe. 
% Smiley, Trent 4/25 i Frisco, TK. 43 Matlock, Alex 6-1/195 So. Pflugerville, TX 

a a ine 12 McDonald, Dexter 6-2/200 Jr. Kansas City, MO 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN = -HT/WT CL HOMETOWN | 26 Mitchell, Ray 60/190 Jr Irving, TK 
66 Admire, Dylan __—6-3/280 So. Overland Park, KS_ | 14 Moore, Nasir 6-176 Jr. Suwanee, GA 
74 Beckmann, Brian 6-6/298 Fr. Overland Park, KS_ | 33 Sendish, Cassius 6-0/187 Jr Waldorf, MO 
75 Connally, Sean 6-71295 Ft. _Kirlandills,0H | 30 Shaw,Tevin _—S-11/193 Fr. __—_—Piscataway, NJ 
64 Dent, Randall 6-4/293 Ste Dallas, TX 24 Shepherd, JaCorey 511/190 Jr. Mesquite, TX. 
63 Fusimalohi, Ngalu 6-2/324 Jr. Daly City, CA 11. Williams, Tyree 6-0/185 So. Stafford, TX 
70 Howard, Gavin 6-4/300 Sr Owasso, 0K | specialists HTT CL HOMETOWN 
61 Lewandowski, Pat 6-6/287 Jr. Overland Park,KS_ | 39 Barone, Austin (K) 5-11/181 Fr. Frontenac, KS 
73 Martin, Damon 6-3/295 So. Arlington, | 13 Doherty, Ron (P/K) 6-0/206 St. Klein, TK 
76 Peters, Bryan 6-4/292 So. LaMirada,CA | 60 Jeffers, Reilly (LS) 6-2/231 So. South Bend, IN 
65 Smithburg, Mike 6-3/296 Jr. - Fairfield, 1A 18 Kahn, Eric (K) 6-5/195 So. Spring Hill, KS. 
79 Spencer, Riley _6-6/302 Sr. Hesston, KS | 16 Pardula, Trevor (P/K) 6-5/209 J San Jose, CA 


Sterling, Aslam 


6-5/312 St. Springfield Garden, NY 


71 Young, Zackary (LS) 6-7/255 Sr. 


Kansas City, KS 


SCOUTING THE JAYHAWKS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP KANSAS 
“This is probably the worst team in the conference. They just don’t have the talent. ... | thought the running back, James 
Sims, was pretty good. He'll be back. He's pretty versatile, can go inside and out a little bit. ... Kansas came out witha 
new mentality every single week. They'd come out with a new formation and just be in that formation the entire game. 
We showed our kids every single look, formations and stuff, and Kansas just came out and ran the triple-option all 
game, We called it the flavor of the week. We told our guys to just be sound and play hard and you shouldn't have much 
ofa problem. ... That's just a tough job right now. Charlie (Weis) is in a tough spot. They do have money there, and of 
course the basketball presence, which helps. | just don’t see them being very successful long term. The talent is differ- 
ent. Maybe that's smart to go heavy on jucos, which Charlie seemed to do in recruiting this year, because that might be 
the only way to find the right players. But then you're competing with Kansas State for recruits, and Kansas State has 
had a lot of success with that same formula. ... The quarterback situation should be interesting, though, because | think 
Weis is pretty high on Jake Heaps. Dayne Crist just wasn't what they had hoped for at all. They couldn't get anything 
going with him. Heaps gives them a chance, but who does he throw to? They don’t have the receiver talent.” 


2012 RESULTS 


RECORD: 1-11, 0-9 (BIG 12) 
South Dakota State W 


Sept. 1 31-17 


Sept.8 Rice L U-25 
Sept.15 TCU L 6-20 
Sept.22 atNorthern illinois Ll 23-30 
Oct. 6 at Kansas State L 16-56 
Oct. 13 Oklahoma State = L 14-20 
Oct. 20 at Oklahoma Li = AE8 
Oct. 27 Texas L 17-21 
Nov. 3. atBaylor L 14-41 
Nov. 10 atTexasTech (ot) L_— 34-41 
Nov. 17 _lowa State —t 2-51 

at West Virginia Lt 10-59 


ASLAM STERLING 


2012 INDIVIDUAL 


STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP 


YDS TD INT 


Dayne Crist 216 = 103-1313 4 9 
Michael Cummings 94 — 43 456 3 4 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
James Sims 218 1,013 4.6 9 
TonyPierson 117 760 6.5 4 


Taylor Cox "N 666 51 39 
MichaelCummings 49 123 2.5 1 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Kale Pick 26 «3901.0 0 
Tony Pierson 21. «291 «13.9 2 
Daymond Patterson 21 169 80 0 
Andrew Turzilli 17 287 16.9 0 


KICKING: Nick Protago 5-6 FGs, 14-14 XPs, 29 points; 
Ron Doherty, 5-10 FGs, 11-12 XPs, 26 points 
TACKLES: Ben Heeney, 112; Bradley McDougald, 92 
SACKS: Toben Opurum 1.5; Kevin Young, 1.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Bradley McDougald, 3; 
Tyler Patmon, 3 

Returning Players in Bold 


2012 RANKINGS 


Offense § PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 18.3 ppg 10 115 
Rushing 211.7 ypg 3 22 
Passing 148.7 ypg =—-10 113 
Total 360.3ypg =s*10 93 
Defense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 36.1 ppg 8 109 
Rushing 192.6ypg =—s-10 1 
Passing 289.3 ypg 8 114 
Total 481.8 ypg 9 113 
TOMargin PerGame Big 12 National 


3 “0.25 8 78 
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first season as a starter, and Jake Love, who became a starter mid- 
way through the season. Campo is looking for more speed from 
this position. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS ‘Starting spots are up for grabs on the 
defensive line and at linebacker due to a lack of production last 
year. In the secondary, starting spots are open due to a lack of 
bodies. Only receiver-turned-cornerback JaCorey Shepherd and 
safety Dexter Linton, both juniors, have any experience to speak 
of, and both of them are still developing. That leaves the door 
open for junior college transfers to start at cornerback (Cassius 
Sendish, Kevin Short and Dexter McDonald are the options) and 
safety (Isaiah Johnson). There are also some promising under- 
classmen in the picture, including Tyree Williams, Greg Allen and 
Nas Moore. 


SPECIALISTS Kansas’ kicking game was poor in all facets in 
2012, so as with virtually every other position, Weis turned to the 
junior college ranks to address the shortcoming. Trevor Pardula 
averaged 40.9 yards per punt at De Anza (Calif.) College last sea- 
son. Michael Mesh earned All-America honors last season at 
nearby Hutchinson (Kan.) Community College and agreed to 
join the Kansas program as a walk-on. Ron Doherty, who handled 
both duties last year — but not well — is back, but he will have 
a tough time beating out the transfers. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


OFFENSIVE ATTACK There were high hopes for the offense last season, thanks in 
large part to the coach-quarterback combination of Charlie Weis-Dayne Crist, 
whose history went back to Weis’ recruitment of Crist to Notre Dame. Things didn’t 
quite work out as anticipated. Kansas ranked 113th in the nation in passing offense 
last year and dead last (120th) in passing efficiency. Kansas quarterbacks combined 
to complete only 47.3 percent of their passes (only Army had a lower percentage) 
and averaged a paltry 5.7 yards per attempt (only Wake Forest, Kentucky and UMass 
were lower). Crist was benched midway through the season for Michael Cummings, 
who wasn't asked to do much in the passing game. 


TRENDING DOWNWARD Weis compiled a 19-6 record in his first two seasons as 
a head coach, both at Notre Dame, but is only 17-32 since. He went 16-21 in his 
final three seasons at Notre Dame (2007-09) and 1-11 in 2012, his first season at 
Kansas. 


NEW JOB TITLE Former Kansas safety Clint Bowen, who has spent nearly two 
decades of his life playing for or coaching the Jayhawks, has a new title this fall — 
linebackers coach. Bowen, who returned to Lawrence in 2012 after two seasons 
away, coached defensive backs and special teams last season but was put in 
charge of the KU linebackers this offseason when former assistant DeMontie Cross 
left for TCU. 


SPECIAL TEAMS BY COMMITTEE Bowen held the title of special teams coordinator 
last season. This year, however, Weis will have each of his assistants involved in a 
specific area of the special teams in an attempt to address one of the team’s pri- 
mary weaknesses. “I was very unhappy with our special teams play last year,” Weis 
says. “And I'm holding the whole staff accountable for it this year.” 


CALL HIM, ‘CHAMP" Junior cornerback Cassius Sendish knows that being an ath- 
lete with a famous first name brings with it certain expectations. “It serves as an 
inspiration,” says Sendish, whose dad was a huge fan of Muhammad Ali, formerly 
Cassius Clay. “It's definitely something I'm shooting for, just to keep the consis- 
tency of the name and keep the prestige up.” 


WELCOME BACK Weis and his staff signed 26 new players to bolster the roster — 
with 18 of them coming from the junior college ranks — but one of his key signees, 
Butler County (Kan.) Community College cornerback Dexter McDonald, actually 
had been at KU before. Recruited to Kansas by former coach Turner Gill, McDonald 
spent the 2010 and 2011 seasons playing for the Jayhawks. Following Weis’ hire, 
McDonald left the program, but due to his improved academics and production in 
junior college, he found his way back to Lawrence as a member of the 2013 re- 
cruiting class. McDonald, 6'1", 200, says he’s more mature now, has a greater un- 
derstanding of what it takes to play Big 12 football and is looking forward to his 
second chance. 
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vACR 


Charlie Weis turned to the junior college ranks to fill some imme- 
diate needs at Kansas. His second class is comprised of 26 players 
— 18 from the juco ranks and eight from high school — who come 
from 16 different states. 

Upgrading the defense was the focus, and KU signed five defen- 
sive linemen, five defensive backs and four linebackers. Of that group, 
as many as 10 are expected to be on the two-deep depth chart by 
August. The most notable is Marquel Combs, a defensive tackle from 
Pierce (Calif.) College who was regarded as a top-three junior college 
recruit nationally by ESPN and 247Sports. 

Linebackers Marcus Jenkins-Moore, Samson Faifili and Kellen Ash 
bring much-needed speed to the position, and defensive ends An- 
drew Bolton and Chris Martin, along with tackles Combs and Ty McK- 
inney, should significantly improve 


RPROLAVYVNOWUIN ; 
BREAKDOWN “it's pass rush. 


BY POSITION In the secondary, it's possible, 
Defensive Backs __5 perhaps even likely, that the four 
Defensive Linemen 5  iunior college defensive backs 
ates signed — safety Isaiah Johnson 
Wide Receivers 3 and corners Cassius Sendish, Dex- 
Guatiniacksn mens zc ter McDonald and Kevin Short — 
Punters/Kickers 1 will be on the two-deep. 

{ Running Backs 1 On offense, three linemen — 
TightEnds 1 juco transfers Ngalu Fusimalohi, 
ois Zach Fondal and Mike Smithburg 
ene P Rm also have a chance to start, and 
Git == 5: wide receivers Mark Thomas, Ish- 
oa mael Hyman and Rod Coleman will 
Mangas? ae get their shot at KU's position of 
Kentucky 77r greatest need. 
Mississippi 2 Although the class was heavy on 
Hawaii +1 ~~ Junior college transfers by design, 
lowa 1 Weis did not ignore high school 
Maryland prospects altogether. Dallas-area 
New Jersey 1 tunning back Colin Spencer gradu- 
NewYork sD ated early and went through spring 

| North Carolina —1_~—~—_—arills. Kansas inked three players 
Ohio  =——~—1_ ftom the Kansas City area — quar- 
Pennsylvania ———'1_—_terbacks Jordan Darling and Mon- 
Tennessee 1_— tell Cozart and tight end Ben 
ie ae Johnson. 


SPOTLIGHT ON ... 
DE * CHRIS MARTIN + OAKLAND, CA 

For KU football coach Charlie Weis, the addition of defensive end 
Chris Martin fell under the “that’s what they're supposed to look like” 
category. For Martin, a 6'4", 260-pound menace who played at Florida 
before transferring to KU from City College of San Francisco, the idea 
of joining the Jayhawks fell under the “this is what it's supposed to 
feel like” category. Originally recruited by Weis to Notre Dame, the 
former 5-star prospect, who played for the Gators in 2011, wasted no 
time in saying yes when Weis offered a scholarship. Martin simply 
wanted another chance to play major college football. 

“| want to prove everyone wrong,” Martin says. “That | can show 
solidarity, that | can buy into a program and | can be successful within 
that program. Those three things loom around as baggage for me, 
and I'd like to change that.” 

Martin's KU career begins with big expectations. He's listed as a 
starter and is aware of KU’s struggles rushing the passer during re- 
cent years. He's also ready for the challenge. 

“| feel like I've cheated myself out of the past two years,” Martin 
says. “And | want to leave a certain way that | can be remembered. 
If that's balling out for two years here at KU, so be it. I'm ready.” 


LB KELLEN ASH 6-3 194 MANCHESTER, MO 
First-team All-Conference and All-District selection as a senior. Recorded 66 tack- 
les and 13 sacks in 2012. 


OL JOEY BLOOMFIELD 6-6 305 LOUISVILLE, KY 
Named first-team All-State by the Associated Press in 2012. 


DL ANDREW BOLTON 6-3 280 RAYMOND, MS 
Transfer from Hinds (Miss.) Community College. Ranked No. 91 junior college 
prospect by Rivals. 


WR RODRIGUEZ COLEMAN 6-3 195 CINCINNATI, OH 
Transfer from Garden City (Kan.) Community College. Ranked No. 70 junior college 
player by ESPN. 


DL MARQUEL COMBS 6-3 310 MEMPHIS, TN 
Transfer from Pierce (Calif.) College. Ranked No. 1 junior college prospect by ESPN. 


QB MONTELL COZART 6-2 180 KANSAS CITY, MO 
First-team All-State selection. Threw for 2,759 yards and 25 TDs as a senior. 


QB JORDAN DARLING 6-4 226 OVERLAND PARK, KS 
Ranked No. 1 pro-style quarterback in Kansas by Rivals. Played high school foot- 
ball in four different states (Kansas, Texas, Ohio, Missouri). 


LB SAMSON FAIFILI 6-0 240 TAYLORSVILLE, UT 
Transfer from American River (Calif.) College. Twice named first-team Mid-Empire 
Valley Conference. 


OL ZACH FONDAL 6-5 290 PASADENA, TX 
Transfer from Navarro (Texas) College. Team scored 521 points in 12 games in 
2012. 


OL NGALU FUSIMALOHI 6-3 300 DALY CITY, CA 
Transfer from City College of San Francisco. Ranked No. 90 junior college prospect 
by ESPN. 


LB COLTON GOEAS 6-2 245 MILILANI, HI 
Ranked No. 55 inside linebacker in the country and No. 7 player in Hawaii by 
247Sports. 


DB BRANDON HOLLOMON 5-11 160 PHILADELPHIA, PA 
Transfer from Pierce (Calif.) College. Recorded 19 tackles in 2012. 


WR ISHMAEL HYMAN 6-0 170 MANALAPAN, NJ 
Ranked No. 21 player in New Jersey by ESPN. Selected to play in the USA Football 
International Bowl. 


LB MARCUS JENKINS-MOORE 6-3 210 LOUISVILLE, KY 
Transfer from Pierce (Calif. College. Ranked No. 57 junior college prospect by Rivals. 


TE BEN JOHNSON 6-5 230 BASEHOR, KS 
Ranked No. 4 prospect in Kansas by ESPN. Two-time first-team All-State selection. 


DB ISAIAH JOHNSON 6-1 210 CARY, NC 
Transfer from lowa Western Community College. Started his college career at 
Western Carolina. 


DL TEDARIAN JOHNSON 6-3 260 JACKSON, MS 
Transfer from Hinds (Miss.] Community College. MACJC Honorable Mention All-State 
selection in 2011. 


DL CHRIS MARTIN 6-4 260 OAKLAND, CA 
Transfer from City College of San Francisco. Ranked No. 13 junior college prospect 
by Rivals. Started his college career at Florida, where he redshirted in 2010. 


DB DEXTER McDONALD 6-1 200 KANSAS CITY, MO 
Transfer from Butler (Kan.) CC. Ranked No. 80 junior college prospect by ESPN. 


DL TY McKINNEY 6-3 310 WEATHERFORD, TX 
Transfer from Trinity Valley (Texas) Community College. 


P/K TREVOR PARDULA 6-5 210 SAN JOSE, CA 
Transfer from De Anza (Calif.) College. Averaged 40.9 yards per punt and made 13- 
of-22 field goal attempts in 2012. 


DB CASSIUS SENDISH 6-2 185 WALDORF MD 
Transfer from Arizona Western CC. Ranked No. 59 junior college prospect by Rivals. 


DB KEVIN SHORT 6-2 185 FLORISSANT, MO 
Transfer from Fort Scott (KS) Community College. Ranked No. 7 junior college cor- 
nerback by 247Sports and No. 69 juco prospect by Rivals. 


OL MICHAEL SMITHBURG 6-3 300 FAIRFIELD, IA 
Transfer from lowa Western Community College. Ranked No. 41 junior college 
prospect by Rivals. Named Honorable Mention All-American by NJCAA. 


RB COLIN SPENCER 5-10 180 DALLAS, TX 
Rushed for 405 yards on 54 carries with 5 TDs and caught six passes for 119 yards 
with three TDs as a senior. 


WR MARK THOMAS 6-0 210 JAMAICA, NY 
Transfer from Nassau (N.Y. CC. Had 26 receptions for 285 yards in 2012. 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


gmp XANSAS STATE — 
31__ North Dakota State 
SEPTEMBER 
Fey 7 ULLafayette 
14 UMass 
21 _at Texas 
OCTOBER 
NATIONAL FORECAST: 31 // BIG 12 PREDICTION: 5 5 at Oklahoma State 
12 Baylor 
ansas State has improved its record every season since Bill Snyder came out of retirement 26 West Virginia 
in 2009. After winning six games in his first season back, the Wildcats won seven games NOVEMBER 
and qualified for a bowl game in 2010. Up next was a 10-victory campaign that ended 2 Iowa State 
ith a trip to the Cotton Bowl. Last season culminated with 11 wins, a share of the Big 12 “9 at Texas Tech = 
championship and a spot in the Fiesta Bowl. That upward trend might be the most impressive thing C10 


about Snyder's second stint as coach. But it will be difficult to continue. 

Heisman Trophy finalist Collin Klein is no longer in command of the offense, and all-conference 
linebacker Arthur Brown is off to the NFL. It’s not fair to say K-State is in rebuilding 
mode. It returns enough key personnel to avoid that label. But teams rarely improve a 
season after losing their top playmakers on both sides of the ball. 

Of course, Snyder has never thought much of expectations. He is encouraging his 
players to aim high the same way last year’s group did. 

“This group really does not understand what they are capable of,” Snyder said dur- 
ing spring practices. “Like so many, we think we are doing the best that we can when 
indeed there is more there. I think they have placed some limitations on what they are 
capable of and those limitations should not be there.” 

Snyder will lean on returning players such as standout safety Ty Zimmerman, elec- 
tric receiver/returner Tyler Lockett, productive running back John Hubert and an ex- 
perienced offensive line to lead the charge. 

They will be joined by a new starting quarterback (sophomore Daniel Sams and jun- 
ior college transfer Jake Waters will compete for the job) and nine new starters on de- 
fense. Odds are that combination will lead to a few losses after an easy non-conference 
slate comes to an end. But if veterans can provide a strong foundation, newcomers will 
be able to play at a high level once conference play starts. 


QUARTERBACKS Will Sams or Waters take the first snap in the opener? That's a 
question that will hang over K-State until late August. The two were on an even foot- 
ing throughout spring practices, and Snyder is in no hurry to name a starter. Why 
should he be? He has two promising options. Sams showed off his athleticism while 
serving as Klein's backup last season, running for 235 yards and three touchdowns in 
the fourth quarters of blowouts. He also has a strong arm but has rarely been asked to 
pass during games. After improving his playbook knowledge in the offseason, he be- 
lieves he is ready to lead an offense. Waters comes to K-State a year removed from lead- 
ing lowa Western Community College to a national championship. He put up 
eye-popping stats along the way, and teammates rave 
about his throwing ability. Though he isn’t as quick as 
Sams, he is known as a mobile quarterback. Whoever 
wins the job will be walking into a good situation. K- 
State's entire starting offensive line returns along with 
Hubert and the majority of its receiving corps. 


RUNNING BACKS Hubert is 55 yards away from 
breaking the 2,000-yard mark for his K-State career, 
but the senior has never rushed for 1,000 yards in a 
season. This could finally be the year he breaks 
through. Without Klein around to share carries with, 
he could be asked to handle a larger workload, espe- 
cially near the goal line. Hubert rushed for 15 touchdowns last season. There is no set backup behind 
him, but Robert Rose and DeMarcus Robinson should compete for the job. Redshirt freshman Jarvis 
Leverett could join the mix as the season goes on, too. 


RECEIVERS Cana unit that lost its top player (Chris Harper) and its coach (Michael Smith) im- 
prove the following year? K-State receivers believe the answer is yes. Depth and speed will help make 
up for the loss of Harper, and former K-State player Andre Coleman hit the ground running as the 
new position coach. Lockett and Tramaine Thompson should lead the unit. Both are fast receivers 
and have the ability to make tacklers miss. Together, they should form one of the top deep-threat duos 
in the Big 12. Curry Sexton, Torell Miller, Kyle Klein (Collin’s younger brother), Stanton Weber and 


23 Oklahoma 


DANIEL SAMS 


2013 PROJECTION: 8-4, 5-4 BIG 12 
Even though the Wildcats suffered heavy personnel losses, Bill Snyder should keep K-State in con- 
tention for a finish in the top half of the Big 12. Settling the quarterback battle is the top priority, 
but the return of running back John Hubert and one of the Big 12's best offensive lines should ease 
the transition under center. The defense needs to be rebuilt after losing nine starters, including 
standout linebacker Arthur Brown. Kansas State has a favorable home Big 12 slate, with five of its 
nine games in Manhattan. The Cats lost too many key players to win the conference, but eight or 
nine victories are a reasonable expectation. Postseason: Holiday Bowl vs. Arizona State 
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Deante Burton should add depth. Sexton has potential as a slot receiver, while Miller and Klein can 
get open or make downfield blocks on any play. Burton sat out last season as a redshirt, but the fresh- 
man turned heads on the scout team. Expect him to receive plenty of targets once he gets acclimated 
to the college game. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The Wildcats might be the best blocking team in the Big 12 this season. 
They return their entire starting offensive line, which paved the way for 2,522 rushing yards and gave 
Klein ample time to throw. K-State surrendered only 14 sacks last season. Junior center B,J. Finney 
is expected to lead the group and will once again serve as a team captain. But he will get plenty of help. 
Cornelius Lucas showed promise at left tackle, Boston Stiverson and Cody Whitehair are versatile 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (8) 


WR 16 TylerLockett(Jr.) 88 Torell Miller (Sr.) 


WR 86 Tramaine Thompson(Sr.) 81 Kyle Klein (So.) 
WR 14 Curry Sexton [Jr.) 6 Deante Burton (Fr.) 


LT 78 CorneliusLucas(Sr.) 64 TomasiMariner (Jr) 


LG 77 Boston Stiverson (So.) 72 _Aderius Epps (Fr.) 


61 Drew Liddle (Jr) 


68 William Cooper (Sr.) 


C 66 B.J. Finney (Jr.). 


RG 79 Keenan Taylor (Sr.) 


RT 55 Cody Whitehair(So.) 73  Tavon Rooks (Sr.) 


TE 18 Andre McDonald (Sr) 85 Zach Trujillo (Jr) 
15 Jake Waters Ur) 


5 RobertRose(Sr.) 


QB 4 Daniel Sams(So.) 


TB 33 John Hubert (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (2) 

DE 45 Marquel Bryant (So.) 
DT 98 Chaquil Reed (Sr.) rGates (So) 
DT 95 TravisBritz(So.) 97 _ Demonte Hood (Fr.) 

DE 44 Ryan Mueller (Jr.) 42 DevonNash(J) 
LB 50 TreWalker(Sr.) ‘52 Mike Moore (So.] 

LB 53 BlakeSlaughter(Sr) 35. Will Davis (Fr) 
LB 21 Jonathan Truman (Jr) Nick Ramirez (Fr.) 


CB 15 Randall Evans (Jr.) 7 Kip Daily (Sr.) 


CB 33 MorganBurns (So) 2 Carl Miles (Sr) 


SS 12 TyZimmerman(Sr.) 9 KentGainous (Jr) 


FS 22 DanteBarnett(So.) 39 Cameron Morgan (Fr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 3 Jack Cantele(So.) KR 16 TylerLockett (Jr) 
P 48 Ethan Hammes (Jr.) PR 86 Tramaine Thompson (Sr.) 


Tanner Wood (Fr) 
62 Xavier Gates (So.) 


K-State outscored 
opponents by 147 
points in the sec- 

ond half of games 
last year. The Wildcats used depth 
and in-game adjustments to domi- 
nate the third and fourth quarters. 


enough to play several positions on the line, and Keenan Taylor 
and Tavon Rooks have plenty of experience. It’s fair to say the of- 
fensive line is K-State’s biggest strength. “That’s where it all starts,” 
Thompson says. “They have played a lot of games together. For a young quarterback I think they 
will bring a lot of pressure off of him. B.J. being a veteran in the middle, he figures things out before 
the quarterbacks sometimes.” 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN No position will undergo as much change as the defensive line next sea- 
son. The Wildcats lose their starting front four and have a new defensive ends coach. Establishing a 
new pass rush wont be easy. Meshak Williams and Adam Davis were strong at defensive end last sea- 
son, while Vai Lucui and John Sua started every game together inside. Who will replace them is a mys- 
tery. Incoming freshman Tanner Wood has enough talent to step in immediately at defensive end, but 
he could play several positions in his first season. Ryan Mueller has shown promise as a pass-rusher, 
but he has never played for long periods. On the line's interior, Travis Britz seems ready for a larger 
role. So do Chaquil Reed and Xavier Gates. Junior college transfer Devon Nash could also see play- 
ing time in his first season with the Wildcats, but he was a backup throughout spring practices. Sny- 
der expects as many as 10 players to legitimately compete for the four starting spots. 


LINEBACKERS K-State fans could collectively say, “Welcome back,” to this group. A year after 
Jarell Childs, Justin Tuggle and Brown patrolled the middle of K-State’s defense, two former starters 
will be asked to take their place. Tre Walker, who made several big plays as an underclassmen (including 
a game-winning tackle at the goal line against Miami in 2011), is returning from a serious knee in- 
jury that kept him out of five games last season and required surgery. He returned to practice ahead 
of schedule and is hoping to return to his sophomore form. He made only 19 tackles as a junior and 
contributed more as a vocal leader from the sidelines. Blake Slaughter should also return to a promi- 
nent role. Slaughter proved himself as a big-hitter during his sophomore season but took a back seat 
to Brown as a junior. Rather than end his college career as a backup, he chose to redshirt as a senior 
and is now prepared to go out as a starter. Several players will compete for playing time with them. 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH 

Bill Snyder 

RECORD AT SCHOOL 
170-85-1 (21 years) 
CAREER RECORD 
170-85-1 (21 years) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS 
Dana Dimel, Del Miller 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
Tom Hayes 

LOCATION 

Manhattan, KS 

STADIUM 

Bill Snyder Family Stadium (50,000) 


Ty Zimmerman, SS Enter- 
ing his fourth year as a 
starter, Zimmerman should 
be the Big 12's best safety as 
a senior. 

B.J. Finney, C He's only a junior, but he 
has already started 25 games at center. 
Provides great leadership, serving as the 
team captain. 

Tyler Lockett, WR Lockett is one of the 
Big 12's top receivers and return special- 
ists. Caught 44 passes for 687 yards and 
four touchdowns as a sophomore. 

John Hubert, RB Could this be the year 
for Hubert to hit the elusive 1,000-yard 
mark? 

Cornelius Lucas, LT With a new quarter- 
back, having an experienced left tackle — 
especially one who measures 6'9", 328 — 
will pay off. 


KEY LOSSES 


Collin Klein, QB The Heisman finalist 
made K-State's offense go for two straight 
seasons. Rushed for 23 touchdowns and 
threw for 16 as a senior. 

Arthur Brown, LB He is the top defen- 
sive player Bill Snyder has coached since 
coming out of retirement. Led the Wild- 
cats with 100 tackles last season. 

Chris Harper, WR Harper was Klein's fa- 
vorite target, catching 58 passes for 857 
yards last season. 

Nigel Malone, CB Few cornerbacks were 
better at picking off passes (five intercep- 
tions in 2012). He will be missed in a re- 
built secondary. 

Meshak Williams, DE Asa senior, he 
was one of the Big 12's top pass-rushers, 
posting 10.5 sacks. 


RISING STAR 


Deante Burton has the size (6'2", 205) 
and the athleticism necessary to become 
Kansas State's top receiver. He sat out 
last season as a redshirt but made plenty 
of eye-popping plays on the scout team. 
The Manhattan, Kan., native was also hon- 
ored as the scout team’s top performer in 
the weight room. 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Tim Umphery 


2013 KANSAS STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HTT CL HOMETOWN | DEFENSIVELINEMEN  HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
19 Cook, Kody 6-1/196 Jr. Louisburg, KS 95 Britz, Travis 6-4/293 So. Harrisonville, MO 
8 Hubener, Joe 6-4/205 Fr. Cheney, KS 45 Bryant, Marquel 6-3/241 So. Dallas, TX 
4 Sams, Daniel 6-2/207 So. Slidell, LA | 90 Dowling, Laton 6-3/254 Ir. Dodge City, KS 
15 Waters, Jake 6-1/210 Jr. Council Bluffs,IA | 94 Finau, Alauna 6-1/258 Sr. Compton, CA 
RUNNING BACKS HTT CL HOMETOWN | 62 Gates, Xavier 6-3/316 _ So. Harrisburg, PA 
48 Gronkowski, Glenn 6-3/234 Fr. Amherst, NY | 4 Godinet, Taylor 6-3/243 Jr. Wamego, KS 
33. Hubert, John 5-1 Sr. ~ Waco, 1k | 41 Haug, Logan 6-5/236 _So. __ Seneca, KS 
7% Jones, Charles 5-10/197 Fr. Mandeville, LA. | 97 Hood, Demonte 6-0/303_ Fr. Arlington, TX 
39 Katsorelos, Austin 6-1/229 Fr. ‘Leawood, KS | 44 Mueller, Ryan 62/245 Jr. Leawood, KS 
2B Leverett, Jarvis 5-11/203 Fr. Katy, Tx | 42 Nash, Devon §-5/264 Jt __ Omaha, NE 
36 Mack, Ryan 5-9/167 Fr. Buford, GA | $6 O'Dea, Logan 5-10/260_Fr. Wellsville, KS 
89 Nemechek, Zach 6-3/240 J. Quinte, KS | 28 Reed, Chaquil -3/309 Sr. Wichita, KS 
22 Roberts, 1 510/197 Jr. Wamego, KS | 92 Seiwert, Matt 6-3/289 Fr. Conway Springs, KS 
20 Robinson, DeMarcus 5-7/209 Jt Wichita, KS LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
5. Rose, Robert 5-4/176 Sr. Miami, FL 47 Copeland, Myles 6-0/217_ Fr. Wichita, KS 
34 Weber, Adam 5-6/207 Jr. Colby, KS | §7 Couchman, Colborn 6-2/203 Fr. Scott City, KS” 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 35. Davis, Will 6-0/223 Fr. Southlake, TX 
6 Burton, Deante 6-2/205 Fr. Manhattan, KS 43 Loomis, Evan 62/216 Sr. ‘Macksville, KS 
21 Echols, Kyle 60/180 Fr. ‘Ofallon, MO | 37 Marley, Cody 511/243 Jr. Denton, TX 
3 Harrison, Cody 5-6/160 Jr. Topeka, KS 52 Moore, Mike 6-1/217 So. Dallas, TX 
31 Hilgers, Taylor 5-9175 Fr. Manhattan, KS | 5? Norris, Aaron 6-0/234 So. _littleton, CO 
2 Johnson, Stephen 59/155 St! Fresno, CA 53 Slaughter, Blake 5-10/227 Sr. Missouri City, TX 
"7 Jones, Judah 5-11/180 Fr. Shreveport, LA | 51 Smith, David 6-0/230 Jr. Argyle, TX 
81 Klein, Kyle 6-4/210 So. Loveland, CO 6 Snyder, Tate 5-11/228 Jr. ‘Manhattan, KS. 
16 Lockett, Tyler 6-11/175 Jr. Tulsa, OK | 21. Truman, Jonathan 5-11/219 Jr. Kechi, KS 
82 Mann, Michael 5-10/168 Fr. Aledo, TX | 50 Walker, Tre 6-3/225 Sr. Olathe, KS 
88 Miller, Torell 6-2/216 Sr. New Orleans, LA | DEFENSIVE BACKS HTWT CL HOMETOWN 
10 Munds, Lucas 62/199 Fr. __‘Hutchinson,KS_ | 27 Barnett, Dante  6-1/186 So. Tulsa, OK 
23 Sexton, Collin 5-10/181__ Fr. Abilene, KS | 25 Bonugli, Joseph  6-0/188 Jr. San Antonio, TX 
14 Sexton, Curry 5-11/183 Jr. Abilene, KS_ | 27 Brown, Ed 6-0/192 Jr. Bradenton, FL 
83 Stephens, Logan 60/200 Sr. Grinnell, KS_ | 33. Burns, Morgan 5-11/195 So. ~ Wichita, KS 
86 Thompson, Tramaine 5-8/167 | Sr. Jenks, OK 5 Coleman, Jonathan 6-1/205 So. Mesquite, TX 
9 Vaughn, Vernon 6-2/198 Fr. Kansas City, KS_ | “7 Daily, Kip 5-11/180 Sr. College Station, TX 
2% Veatch, Dylan ——5-11/191 So. Shawnee, KS_ | 75 Evans, Randall 6-0/190 Jr. ~ Miami, FL 
12 Weber, Stanton 6-0/182 So. Overland Park, KS 9 Gainous, Kent 6-1/206 Jr. Orlando, FL" 
26 Wendland, Ty 5-11/188 Fr. Leonardville, KS 13 Green, Travis 6-1/207 Jr. Omaha, NE 
13 West, Steven 6-0/196 Fr. Keller, 1X | 40 Guidry, Nate 6-0/183 Fr. Fort Worth, TX 
TIGHT ENDS HIT CL HOMETOWN | 17 Hiebert, Weston 6-0/193 Sr. Canton, KS” 
47 Green, William —_6-3/253 Sr. Woodbridge, CT | 30 Jackson, Corey 5-9/155 _ Fr. St. Joseph, MO 
87 Jackson, Andre 6-5/225 Jr. Miami, FL | 24 Jackson, Nate 5-11/185 Jr. Daly City, KS. 
18 McDonald, Andre  6-8/278 Sr. Choctaw, OK | 2 Miles Jr, Carl 5-11/190 Sr. Miami, FL 
80 Small, Cody 6-4/237 Fr. Cypress, TX | 39 Morgan, Cameron  5-9/194 Fr. Omaha, NE 
85 Trujillo, Zach = 6-5/256 J. Edmond, OK | 4 Roberts,Dorrian —5-10/168 Sr. Wichita, KS 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN -HT/WT CL ~ HOMETOWN 20 Schellenberg, Dylan 6-0/189 Jr. Wichita, KS 
70 Ash, Wil 6-21338 Fr. Indianapolis, | 10 Starks, Donny _8-11/180_Fr Bon 
88 Cooper, William 66/307 Sr. Hlayti, MO 12 Zimmerman, Ty 6-1/204 Sr. Junction City, KS 
72 Epps, Aderius 6-1/311 Fr. Cedar Hill, TX | SPECIALISTS HTT CL HOMETOWN 
66 Finney, BJ. 6-4/303 Jr. Andale, KS 3 Cantele, Jack(K) 60/193 So. Wichita, KS 
74 Hostrup, Kason 6-4/295 So. Sachse, 1X | 46 Converse, Dalton (LS) 5-11/221 Jr. Clay Center, KS 
65 Kleinsorge, Matt 6-5/306 So Olathe, KS | 48 Hammes, Ethan(P) 5-9/197 Jr. Seneca, KS 
61. Liddle, Drew 6-3/288 Jr. OakGrove,MO | 63 Heit,Marcus(LS}  6-3/244 Sr. Derby, KS 
78 Lucas, Cornelius 6-9/328 Sr. New Orleans, LA | 38 Krause,Mark(P)  5-11/218 Jr. Kearney, MO 
64 Mariner, Tomasi 6-4/327 Jr. ——‘Topeka, KS | 16 McCrane, Matthew (K) 5-10/165 Fr. Brownwood, TX 
73 Rooks, Tavon 6-5/280 Sr. Randallstown, MD | 40 Patterson, lan(K)  5-11/233 Fr. Columbia, MO 
77 Stiverson, Boston  6-4/312 So. Andover, KS | 19 Spresser,Rilee(P)  6-2/205 Jr. Gem, KS 
79 Taylor, Keenan 6-4/290 Sr. Tulsa, OK | 14 Walsh, Nick{P)  5-10/198 Fr. Lyndon, KS 
55 Whitehair, Cody 6-4/309 So. “Abilene, KS | 8 Wilson, Dillon (kK) 5-10/187 So. Midlothian, TX 


SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP KANSAS STATE 


“They are losing a lot — almost everyone from the front seven, | believe — but they'll be insane again, don’t worry. 
They'll reload somehow. No team garners more respect within the conference by the way they prepare than K-State. ... 
Funny enough, | actually thought their backup quarterback (Daniel Sams) was better than Collin Klein. At least | 


thought he was a better athlete, which is what they need with that run-heavy offense. ... 


Just from what | saw, listen- 


ing to (our) defensive coaches, that backup (Sams) will surprise next year. | think they have a juco quarterback, Jake 


Waters, who will compete. But it seems like it’s Sams’ job to lose. ... 


Certainly they will miss Klein's leadership and 


toughness. Those will be wild cards with the new guy. They'll create a good atmosphere for quarterback competition in 


practices. ... 


off, be in the right spots, and be coached really well. ... 


school. ... 


\n typical Bill Snyder fashion, Kansas State will be disciplined, they'll line up correctly, play their asses 
Snyder does nothing fancy. Everything about the team is old 
They'll still be a team that competes. They are all the same guy, basically. They are robots.” 


2012 RESULTS 


RECORD: 11-2, 8-1 (BIG 12) 


~ | RANDALL EVANS 


Sept. 1 Missouri State W 51-9 
Sept. 8 Miami (Fla.) W 52-13 
Sept.15 North Texas W 35-21 
Sept.22 at Oklahoma W 26-19 
Oct. 6 Kansas W 56-16 
Oct. 13 at lowa State W 27-21 
Oct. 20 at West Virginia W 58-14 
Oct. 27 Texas Tech _ W 55-24 
Nov. 3 OklahomaState = W 44-30 
Nov.10 at TCU W 23-10 
Nov. 17 _ at Baylor L 24-82 
Dec. 1 Texas W 42-24 
Jan. 3 vs. Oregon # L 17-35 

#Fiesta Bowl 


2012 INDIVIDUAL 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD oe 
Collin Klein 304 «197 2,641 16 
Daniel Sams 8 6 & 8 ; 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
John Hubert 189 «947s 5.0 15 
Collin Klein 207-920 4k 23 
Angelo Pease 60 «63335 
Daniel Sams 32. 2357.3 «3 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Chris Harper 58 857 148 3 
Tyler Lockett 44 687 15.6 4 
Tramaine Thompson 37 526 14.2 4 
Travis Tannahill 23 284 123 1 


121 points 


KICKING: Anthony Cantele, 19-23 FGs, 64-64 XPs, 


TACKLES: Arthur Brown, 100; Jarard Milo, 82 
SACKS: Meshak Williams, 10.5 

INTERCEPTIONS: Allen Chapman, 5; Nigel Malone, 5; 
Ty Zimmerman, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 


+19 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 


+1.46 


Offense PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 38.9 ppg 4 af 
Rushing 194.0 ypg 4 32 
Passing 207.4 ypg 9 89 
Total 401.4 ypg 7 59 
Defense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 22.1 ppg i! 28 
Rushing 126.9 ypg 2 20 
Passing 248.5 ypg § 82 
Total 375.3 ypg 3 45 
TOMargin PerGame Big 12 National 


1 3 


127 


128 


Jonathan Truman could become a starter, and teammates have 
had good things to say about Will Davis and Mike Moore. Nick 


Ramirez, a 4-star recruit, could also see the field as a freshman. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Zimmerman has earned all-conference 
honors in all three of his seasons and was named a third-team AP 
All-American last year. The safety may need to be even better as 
a senior. K-State returns an inexperienced group of defensive backs 
who will rely on him for leadership. Dante Barnett figures to play 
alongside Zimmerman at safety after starting two games last sea- 
son as a freshman. Bigger questions exist at cornerback. Randall 
Evans shined in the nickel formation last season, but he may be 
asked to move strictly to cornerback with Nigel Malone and Allen 
Chapman no longer in the program. If he makes the move, expect 
Kip Daily, Morgan Burns and Carl Miles to compete for the other 
spot along with some junior college transfers. If Evans stays only 
in the nickel formation, both starting spots will be open. 


SPECIALISTS Anthony Cantele and Ryan Doerr were staples 
of K-State’s special teams unit in past seasons, so they won't be 
easily replaced. Cantele’s younger brother, Jack, is the favorite to 
take over as placekicker, while a handful of players are competing 
at punter. The Wildcats are more stable in the return game. 
Thompson is always a threat as a punt returner, and Lockett is 
one of the nation’s top kickoff returners. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


NEW STADIUM FEEL Kansas State will once again play its home football games at 
Bill Snyder Family Stadium in 2013, but the experience will be brand new. The sta- 
dium underwent a $75 million renovation during the offseason, with construction 
crews working around the clock to complete the project in time for the season 
opener. The renovations are all on the stadium's West side. They include new seats, 
luxury boxes and a press box. The old press box took up part of the field and 
seemed small compared to other Big 12 facilities. The new structure will tower 
above the stadium and stretch from end zone to end zone. 


FRIENDLY COMPETITION Just because Daniel Sams and Jake Waters are fighting 
for the same starting quarterback job, that doesn’t mean they are enemies. Quite 
the opposite. Sams says they watch film together and help each other in between 
plays during practice. They want to push each other on the field, but help the other 
improve off the field. Says Sams: “It’s not really a dog-eat-dog competition. We just 
want to get better as a team.” 


CHAMPIONSHIP CURSE? The last time Kansas State won a Big 12 championship, 
things didn’t turn out so well the following season. After winning 11 games in 2003 
and knocking off then-No. 1 Oklahoma in the Big 12 Championship Game, K-State 
was unable to live up to a preseason No. 12 ranking in 2004 and finished 4-7. The 
Wildcats were expected to make a run at another conference title with Darren 
Sproles returning in the backfield, but they lost several close games and struggled 
all year. 


DYNAMIC DUO Tyler Lockett and Tramaine Thompson will be the focal points of K- 
State's wide receivers unit this season. Both have been complementary players in 
past years, but they seem ready for an increased role. They are both speedy and 
shifty in the open field. Lockett has been a deep threat since his freshman year. 
Thompson is capable of juking his way past any defender. Those skills should help 
them succeed as receivers and return specialists. 


IOWA WESTERN CONNECTION Cana national championship at the junior college 
level pay dividends the following year in the Big 12? K-State certainly hopes so. The 
Wildcats signed three players from the lowa Western Community College team that 
won a national title last season. Waters will compete for the starting quarterback 
job. Devon Nash could make an impact at defensive end. And Travis Green is hoping 
to see playing time at defensive back. 


UNDERRATED OPENER K-State’s season-opener against North Dakota State won't 
be billed as must-see TV, but it could be a difficult game for the Wildcats. North 
Dakota State has won back-to-back FCS championships, and has defeated FBS 
teams Kansas, Minnesota and Colorado State on the road over the past three sea- 
sons. 
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2013 SIGNEES 


Few programs consistently prove recruiting services wrong more 
often than Kansas State. Under Bill Snyder, the Wildcats routinely 
rank near the bottom of the Big 12 in terms of recruiting classes but 
consistently finish near the top of the standings. K-State welcomes 
another subpar recruiting class (on paper, at least) to campus this 
season. 

Of K-State’s incoming 32 recruits, only two have a ranking above 
three stars, according to Rivals. Tanner Wood, a 4-star defensive end, 
appears to be the gem of the class. He played several positions in 
high school, including quarterback, fullback and linebacker. Snyder 
has says Wood is also capable of playing several positions at K-State, 
but he is expected to start on the 


BREAKDOWN ___ defensive line. Nick Ramirez, a 4- 
BY POSITION star linebacker, also showed 
Linebackers 7 promise at the high school level. 
Defensive Linemen 6 ‘He has said he hopes to make an 
Defensive Backs 5 immediate impact as a freshman. 
Offensive Linemen 3 Jake Waters, a standout junior 
TightEnds 3 college quarterback, and Devon 
Wide Receivers 3 Nash, a heavily recruited junior 
Quarterbacks 2 college defensive end, also come 
Athletes 1 to K-State surrounded by hype, 
Kickers _ 1 But the rest of K-State’s recruit- 
Long Snappers_1 ing class comes in under the radar. 
BY STATE Jesse Ertz, a 2-star recruit, could 
Kansas 12_—S_smature into a productive quarter- 
Texas 8 back but is unlikely to compete for 
lowa Ba ed _____ 3 playing time until tater in his ca- 
Missouri 2 fey. Defensive back Travis Green, 
Nebraska 2 linebacker Dakorey Johnson, de- 
Arizona = eee fensive end Jordan Willis and re- 
California ceiver LeAndrew Gordon were all 
Colorado 1 

eee == 3-star prospects. 

ta Together, they make up the worst 
Oklahoma 1 ‘ 


recruiting class in the Big 12, ac- 
cording to Rivals. 

It's fair to say that Snyder isn't worried about recruiting rankings, 
though. Like the Wildcats players before them, he expects his signees 
to contribute at a high level after they have been in the program a few 
years. 


SPOTLIGHT ON ... 


DE * TANNER WOOD « CONWAY SPRING, KS 

During his high school career, Tanner Wood did it all. The standout 
from Conway Springs, Kan., played every position from quarterback 
to linebacker to fullback and rarely came off the field. He was a true 
two-way star, rushing for 2,709 yards and making 106 tackles as a 
senior. His most memorable game came during an 84-56 victory in 
which he set the state rushing record with 659 yards. 

For now, he is projected to play defensive end at K-State, but Wild- 
cats coach Bill Snyder isn't ready to Lock him into a position just yet. 

“Tanner will have his pick in regards to where he wants to play,” 
Snyder said on Signing Day. “We see him playing on both sides of the 
ball.” 

Wood would love nothing more. He hates coming off the field, and 
he wants to help the Wildcats as much as possible. He hopes to con- 
tribute as a freshman. 

“| think | will fit in pretty well,” Wood says. “| hope to come in and 
start showing some of my talents quickly. I'm hoping to get on the 
field as soon as possible.” 

For now, Wood is focusing on improving as a defensive lineman. He 
has little experience at the position, but his 65", 235-pound frame 
should allow him to make a quick transition. 


OL CHANCE ALLEN 6-5, 295, KLEIN, TX 
All-State Honorable Mention selection as a senior. 
LB BLAKE BAIRD 6-1, 225, SILVER LAKE, KS 

Named Kansas 3A Defensive Player of the Year. 

DB BROGAN BARRY 6-2, 195, TOPEKA, KS 

Named first-team All-City by the Topeka Capital-Journal as a senior. 

OL AJAHNE BRAGER 6-4, 280, MAGNOLIA, TX 

Recorded 162 tackles, 14 sacks and 11 forced fumbles in high school career. 
DT CHRIS BROWN 6-4, 345, MESA, AZ 

Transfer from Scottsdale (Ariz.) Community College. Had 13 tackles for a loss in “12. 
TE AUSTIN BUTTERFIELD 6-4, 207, AURORA, CO 

Caught 10 passes for 96 yards and one TD and served as the punter as a senior. 
QB JESSE ERTZ 6-4, 199, BURLINGTON, IA 

Gatorade Player of the Year in lowa. Parade Honorable Mention All-American. 
DE RANDY FRIESEN 6-8, 229, MEADE, KS 

Named first-team Class 1A All-State by Varsity Kansas. 

DL WILL GEARY 6-0, 290, TOPEKA, KS 

Named first-team Class 6A All-State by Varsity Kansas. 

WR LEANDREW GORDON 5-7, 160, ARLINGTON, TX 

Listed as the fastest wide receiver in the country among 2013 recruits by ESPN. 
DB TRAVIS GREEN 6-1, 207, OMAHA, NE 

Transfer from lowa Western Community College. Played linebacker and safety. 
DB NATE JACKSON 5-11, 185, DALY CITY, CA 

Transfer from College of San Matteo (Calif.) Totaled nine INTs in junior college career. 
LB DAKOREY JOHNSON 6-3, 200, MESQUITE, TX 

Transfer from Trinity Valley (Texas) Community College. Brother of former Kansas 
state receiver Quincy Morgan. 

WR JUDAH JONES 5-11, 180, SHREVEPORT, LA 

Plays drums for family Christian Gospel band forever JONES. 

LB KIP KEELEY 6-2, 205, LACROSSE, KS 

All-State selection by Varsity Kansas and Topeka Capital-Journal. 

K MATTHEW McCRANE 5-10, 165, BROWNWOOD, TX 

Made 7-of-12 field goals, including a school-record 52-yard attempt in 2012. 
DB CRE MOORE 6-0, 175, BROKEN ARROW, OK 

Class 6A All-State selection by the Oklahoman. 

OL REID NAJVAR 6-4, 290, SPRING, TX 

Named to the Houston Chronicles Top 100 recruits. 

DE DEVON NASH 6-5, 264, LINCOLN, NE 

Ranked No. 53 junior college prospect in the nation by Rivals. 

DB SEAN NEWLAN 6-2, 200, PRAIRIE VIEW, KS 

Named Honorable Mention All-State as junior and senior by Topeka Capital-Journal. 
LB NICK RAMIREZ 6-1, 228, LEE'S SUMMIT, MO 
Offense-Defense All-American. Named second-team All-Metro by Kansas City Star. 
LS DREW SCOTT 6-2, 205, CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 

Successfully connected on 67-of-67 snaps as a junior and senior. 

ATH MATT SEIWERT 6-3, 260, CONWAY SPRINGS, KS 

A 2011 MaxPreps All-American. Originally signed with Kansas State in 2012. 
TE CODY SMALL 6-4, 237, CYPRESS, TX 

A two-time All-District performer. Originally signed with Kansas State in 2012. 
LB TRENT TANKING 6-2, 220, HOLTON, KS 

Named to the Topeka Capital-Journal and Varsity Kansas 2012 Top 11 teams. 
LB LOGAN THOMPSON 6-3, 225, SEDGWICK, KS 

Named first-team Class 4A All-State by Varsity Kansas. 

TE DAYTON VALENTINE 6-4, 240, BALDWIN, KS 

Named first-team Class 4A All-State by the Jopeka Capital-Journal. 

WR VERNON VAUGHN 6-2, 198, KANSAS CITY, KS 

Averaged 16.1 yards per catch in his prep career. 

QB JAKE WATERS 6-1, 210, COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 

Named Offensive Player of the Year at lowa Western Community College by NJCAA. 
LB ISAIAH WILLIAMS 6-1, 223, DALLAS, TX 

Named All-Region and All-District by Dallas Morning News. 

DE JORDAN WILLIS 6-5, 250, KANSAS CITY, MO 

Named first-team All-Metro by Kansas City Star. 


DE TANNER WOOD 6-5 235 CONWAY SPRINGS, KS 
Ranked No. 2 prospect in Kansas by Rivals. Parade Honorable Mention All-American. 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


0) OKLAHOMA fate 


SEPTEMBER 
7 West Virginia 
14 Tulsa —* 
28 at Notre Dame 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 17_// BIG 12 PREDICTION: 2 a aes 
12 __ vs. Texas # 
n 2012, Oklahoma posted double-digit wins for the 11th time in 14 seasons under Bob Stoops. 19 at Kansas 
The Sooners shared the Big 12 championship with Kansas State. And they just missed a BCS 26 Texas Tech 
bowl berth, when Northern Illinois squeezed in ahead of the Sooners and nabbed a spot in the NOVEMBER 
Orange Bowl. What a disappointment — the season, not the bowl snub. 7 at Baylor 
That's right, despite all those accomplishments, the ’12 season left a sour aftertaste with Sooners 16 lowa State 
fans and apparently with their head coach. For the first time in his long tenure, Stoops went on a fir- 73 at Kansas State 
ing spree, jettisoning three assistants, including long-time aide and former OU standout Jackie Shipp. 
Oklahoma returns several key cogs, yet moves on without many significant pieces. Chief among we er ee State 


them is Landry Jones, the winningest quarterback in school history, who directed 39 victories over 
four seasons. Jones finished as the Big 12’s all-time total offense and passing leader after 
throwing for 16,646 yards and 123 touchdowns. 

How the Sooners replace Jones, as well as the top two receivers and eight defensive 
starters and both kickers, will determine if 2013 is a reload or a rebuild. 

Early impressions paint Oklahoma as a contender, yet not a favorite, in the Big 12 
—an unfamiliar role for the Sooners. Still, it’s the ending impressions that count. And 
the lowered external expectations might just put a chip on their collective shoulders. 


QUARTERBACKS Jones’ departure leaves a major void, both on the stat sheet and 
in the win column. None of the current quarterback hopefuls has thrown a touchdown 
pass as a Sooner. Blake Bell has experience, having played key moments in 20 games, 
yet mostly in the “Belldozer” package, designed to involve him in the short-yardage 
run game. It’s a role Bell has flourished in, scoring 24 touchdowns on 104 rushes over 
two seasons. But the former 5-star prospect has more rushing TDs than pass attempts 
(20) and must prove he's capable of succeeding as a thrower as well as a runner. While 
Bell is the only quarterback with game experience, the competition was on in the spring, 
with sophomore Kendal Thompson and redshirt freshman Trevor Knight very much 
in the mix. Thompson and Knight are both dual-threat candidates who fit a new di- 
rection preferred by Sooners coaches, although not at the expense of the passing attacks 
that have set the program apart. “We have great skill guys,” co-offensive coordinator Josh 
Heupel says. “And we want to make sure we're able to distribute the ball to those guys. 
But certainly the guys we have on campus are a little bit different than Landry with their 
ability to extend and make plays with their feet.” Stoops has typically allowed quarter- 
back competitions to play out. And that’s the expectation again. “There comes a time 
when somebody has to start and be ready for it,” Stoops says. 


#Dallas, TX 


RUNNING BACKS The Sooners are looking for TREY MILLARD 

more explosiveness and consistency. Damien Williams THE VERDICT 

started last season strong, going for 100 yards in each 2013 PROJECTION: 9-3, 7-2 BIG 12 

of the first two games. And he finished as a second- Despite the departure of quarterback Landry Jones and seven starters on defense, the Sooners 
am. All-Big 1 2 pick. Still, his production slipped at remain a threat to win the Big 12 title. Quarterback Blake Bell, the frontrunner to start, has 
times, including in many of the biggest games, with a shown promise in limited action but needs to prove he can beat defenses with his arm. OU returns 
Cesty ankle partly to blame. Inconsistency defines Bren- a solid offensive line, and the running backs and receiving corps are among the league's best. The 
nan Clay’s career, although he enjoyed a bit of a rebirth defense is the Sooners’ biggest concern, especially on the line where depth is an issue, and in the 
a year ago. Between the two of them, Williams and secondary where three starters are gone. The schedule isn’t too daunting — the finale at Okla- 
Clay are capable. “We both piggyback off of one an- homa State may decide the conference championship. Postseason: Alamo Bowl vs. Stanford 


other,” Clay says. “He makes a big play, I make a big 

play. We go back and forth and just like to compete.” 

With a new face at quarterback, the offense may be looking for more from the running backs in 
2012. The veterans could be pushed by redshirt freshman Alex Ross, a speedy option who was a pre- 
mium recruit, and incoming freshman Keith Ford, one of the top-rated prep backs in Texas last sea- 
son. Fullback Trey Millard, coming off a first-team All-Big 12 season, is a powerhouse as a blocker. 
He's got skills, too, having averaged 6.0 yards per carry and 11.2 yards per reception in 2012. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 
12 


RECEIVERS Gone are Kenny Stills and Justin Brown, the top two pass-catchers from a year ago. 
Still, young playmakers return, and the Sooners made the position a recruiting priority. Jalen Saun- 
ders, a transfer from Fresno State, became a primary target once his eligibility was granted. Saunders, 


fearless in the middle of the field, became a go-to guy who piled up receptions, averaging nearly seven == B= 32 E 
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Bell: Layne Murdoch; Millard: Chris Covatta 
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catches in the nine games in which he appeared. Trey Metoyer, the spring sensation of a year ago, did 
not carry that momentum into the season as a freshman, yet he still projects as a dynamic deep threat. 
Sterling Shepard turned in a productive freshman season with 45 catches. He’s speedy and elusive, and 
his role should expand greatly. Sophomore Durron Neal and redshirt freshman Derrick Woods are 
pushing for playing time but will have to hold off an impressive group of newcomers, led by 6'5" 
Dannon Cavil, who enrolled early and participated in spring practice. Senior Jaz Reynolds, suspended 
for the 2012 season, remains with the team and could be reinstated. Defections and injuries forced Mil- 
lard to line up at tight end frequently a year ago. The position gains depth with the return of a healthy 
Brannon Green. He'll battle redshirt freshmen Taylor McNamara and Sam Grant. 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 17 Trey Metoyer (So.) 
WR 8 Jalen Saunders (Sr.) 


12 Derrick Woods (Fr.) 
5. Durron Neal (So.) 


WR 3 Sterling Shepard So.) 16 Jaz Reynolds (Sr) 
LT 79 Daryl Williams (Jr.) 72 Derek Farniok{So.) 
LG 74 AdamShead(Jr.) 50 Austin Woods (Sr.) 


C 64 Gabe lkard (Sr.) 56 Ty Darlington (So.) 


RG 68 BronsonIrwin(Sr.) 54 NilaKasitati(So.) 

RT 71. Tyrus Thompson (Jr.) Josiah St. John Ur.) 

QB 10 BlakeBell (Jr) 9 Trevor Knight (Fr) 

FB 33 TreyMillard(Sr.) 48 Aaron Ripkowski [Jr] 

RB 26 Damien Williams(Sr.) 24 Brennan Clay (Sr.) 

DEFENSE (4) 

DE 99 Chaz Nelson Ur.) 84 Mike Onuoha (So.) 

DT 98 ChukaNdulue(Jr.) 94 TorreaPeterson(Jr.) 

oT Quincy Russell (Jr.) 80 Jordan Phillips (So.) 

DE 91 Charles Tapper(So.) 85 GeneoGrissom(Jr.) 

LB 7 CoreyNelson(Sr.) 25 Aaron Franklin(Jr.) 

LB 20 FrankShannon{So.) 19 _Eric Striker {So.) 

CB 14 Aaron Colvin(Sr.) 23 Kass Everett (Sr.) 

CB 22 CortezJohnson (So) LJ. MoorelFr) = 

NIC 2 Julian Wilson (J) 18 Zack Sanchez (Fr.) 

SS 10 Quentin Hayes (Jr.) 18 Ahmad Thomas (Fr.) 

FS 9 GabeLynn(Sr.) Hatari Byrd (Fr) —~— 

SPECIAL TEAMS The Sooners have 
K 18 Michael Hunnicutt (Jr) KR 24 Brennan Clay (Sr) ] 4 played in bowl games 
P44 JedBarnett(Jr.) PR & Jalen Saunders (Sr.) 


in each of Bob Stoops’ 
14 seasons, featuring 
eight BCS bowls and including the 
Rose, Sugar, Orange and Fiesta. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Once a sore spot — literally and figura- 
tively — the Sooners’ front now stands as a strength, with experience 
and versatility the signature of the unit. Eight players claim starting experience, led by 2012 first-team 
All-Big 12 selection Gabe Ikard, who can play center or guard. The Sooners lost one starter — and their 
best one in left tackle Lane Johnson. Yet Bronson Irwin and Adam Shead started every game at the guard 
spots, and Tyrus Thompson has started at both right and left tackle. Daryl Williams, junior college trans- 
fer Josiah St. John and sophomore Derek Farniok are the frontrunners to claim the other tackle spot. 
Williams, with 10 starts at right tackle last year, has the most experience. For an offense breaking in a 
new quarterback and hoping to revive its running game, a strong line offers a good starting point. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN A massive rebuild is in order across OU’s defensive front, where experi- 
ence is lacking and difference-makers aren't easy to identify. Only Chuka Ndulue has started multi- 
ple games, and he's making the move from end to tackle in an attempt to shore up the front’s middle. 
Junior college transfer Quincy Russell, a first-team NJCAA All-American, will be counted on to make 
an immediate impact inside. Jordan Phillips played in 11 games a year ago and will at least factor into 
a rotation at tackle. The Sooners are looking to youngsters to rise up and make an impact at end. Soph- 
omores Mike Onuoha, Charles Tapper and Geneo Grissom are in the mix, along with former junior 
college transfer Chaz Nelson, who redshirted a year ago. True freshmen like D.J. Ward, Ogbonnia 
Okoronkwo and Matt Dimon could even factor into the competition. 


LINEBACKERS Things got so dicey at this position a year ago that defensive coordinator Mike 
Stoops went the better part of two games with no linebackers on the field, instead going with extra 
defensive backs. That strategy was nothing short of a disaster, so Stoops is committed to redefining 
the position with faster, versatile and more athletic players. Senior Corey Nelson is the lone return- 
ing starter, offering veteran leadership. Frank Shannon, a sophomore who came on late in his first sea- 
son, looks like a fit for the middle. Eric Striker, another sophomore, should be ready for an expanded 
role. Aaron Franklin is a veteran who offers depth. There's opportunity for the two incoming fresh- 
men at the position, Dominique Alexander and Jordan Evans. 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH 
Bob Stoops 


RECORD 
149-37 (14 years) 


CAREER 
149-37 (14 years) 


CO-OFFENSIVE 
Josh Heupel, Jay Norvell 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 


Mike Stoops 


Norman, OK 
STADIUM 


Oklahoma Memorial Stadium 


(82,112) 


Aaron Colvin, CB Lock- 
down corners are a lifeline in 
the Big 12; in Colvin, the 
Sooners have one of the na- 


tion's best. 


Damien Williams, RB A breakaway 
threat, Williams should thrive in his sec- 
ond season in the system. Had four 100- 


yard games in 2012. 


Gabe lkard,C The versatile Ikard is 


smart and savvy, the 


brain stem of the of- 


fensive line at center. 

Jalen Saunders, WR His quickness and 
sure hands in the slot will provide comfort 
for the next Sooner quarterback. Closed 
regular season with three 100-yard 


games. 


Trey Millard, FB» Whether he’s at full- 
back or tight end, Millard is a physical 


presence. 


KEY LOSSES 


Landry Jones, QB A four-year starter 
and a 39-game winner, Jones leaves 
shoes that will be hard to fill. 


Lane Johnson, LT A 


former quarterback 


and tight end, Johnson found a home pro- 
tecting his quarterback at the left tackle 


spot. 
Demontre Hurst, CB 


A reliable cover 


man, Hurst had nine pass breakups and 


59 tackles. 


Tony Jefferson, S The team’s leading 
tackler (119 stops) and defensive play- 
maker, he was All-Big 12 and second- 


team All-American. 


Kenny Stills, WR The Sooners’ leading 
pass-catcher had 11 touchdown grabs, 
more than twice as many as the No. 2 re- 


ceiver. 


RISING STAR 


Hatari Byrd finds himself on the fast 


track to playing time. 


A true freshman 


from Fresno, Calif., Byrd says OU 


coaches told him he'd 


start this fall at 


safety. The opportunity is certainly there, 
with playmakers needed in the second- 
ary. And at 6'1", 195 pounds, Byrd ap- 


pears physically ready. 
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Chris Covatta 


Q) 2013 OKLAHOMA ROSTER 


STERLING SHEPARD 


QUARTERBACKS HTT HOMETOWN | 76 Reed, Jake 6-4/300 Sr. Ardmore, OK 
10. Bell, Blake 6-6/263 7 Wichita, KS Savage, Dionte 6-5/345 J. Flint, MI 
9 Knight, Trevor 6-3/202 Fr. San Antonio, TX 74 Shead, Adam 6-4/311 Sr. Cedar Hill, TX 
1 Thompson, Kendal 6-2/191 So. Moore,OK | St.John, Josiah ——6-6/305 Jr. Toronto, ON 
RUNNING BACKS HWT cL HOMETOWN | 71 Thompson, Tyrus 6-5/316 Jr. Pflugerville, TX 
34 Brooks, Daniel 5-9/172 Fr. Port Lavaca, 1x | 79 Williams, Daryl 6-6/315 _Jr. Lake Dallas, TX 
%4 Clay, Brennan 5-11/197 Sr. San Diego, ch | 50 Woods. Austin __6-4/310_ Sr Rockwall, 1X 
22 Finch, Roy 5-7/167 Sr. Niceville, FL DEFENSIVELINEMEN © HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
33 Millard, Trey 6-2/259 Sr. Columbia, MO 49 Driskill, David 6-1/245 Sr. Oklahoma City, OK 
35 Olds, Terence 5-11/205 Jr. Spencer, OK 10. Favors, Rashod 6-1/262 Jr. Fort Worth, TX 
41 Palange,Joe 62/224 Fr. Cleveland, OH | 85 Grissom, Geneo 6-5/254 Jr. Hutchinson, KS- 
48 Ripkowski, Aaron —6-2/255 Jr. Dayton, TX 98 Ndulue, Chuka 6-3/262 Jr. Dallas, TX 
28 Ross, Alex 6-1/218 Fr. Jenks, 0K 99 Nelson, Chaz _ 6-2/244 Sr. Columbus, OH 
25 Smith, David 6-1/206 Fr. _—Midlothian,IL_ | 86 Onuoha,Mike ———6-6/235. So. Edmond, OK 
26 Williams, Damien 6-1/214 Sr. San Diego,CA | 94 Peterson, Torrea —_—6-4/280 Jr. San Antonio, TX 
RECEIVERS HUWT CL HOMETOWN 80 Phillips, Jordan 6-6/323 | So. Towanda, KS 
83 Barrow, Cody ——5-10/189 So. McKinney, TX Russell, Quincy _6-4/315 Jr. _Sam Antonio, TX 
11 Bester, Lacoltan 6-3/208 Sr. Scooba, MS 91 Tapper, Charles 6-3/253 So. Baltimore, Mo 
29 Bothun, Grant 5-11/190 So. Rowlett, Tx | %6 Tate, Mitch 6-4/238 So, _Bartlesville, OK_ 
81 Brown, Austin 6-3/199 So. Buffalo, SD 93 Wade, Jordan 6-4/306 Fr. Round Rock, TX 
84 Caudill, Don 6-1/186 Sr. Muldrow, OK LINEBACKERS HTT CL HOMETOWN 
6 Cavil, Dannon 6-5/205 Fr. San Antonio, TX 25 Franklin, Aaron 6-1/217 Sr. Marshall, TX 
86 Kitchens, Brandon 5-11/161 Fr. Jenks, OK 45 Gastelum, Caleb 6-1/211 Sr. Claremore, OK 
17 Metoyer, Trey 6-2/184 So. Whitehouse, TX 40. Lindley, PLL. 6-2/249 So. Round Rock, TX 
5 Neal, Durron 6-1/201 So. St.Louis, MO | 32 Musil,Marshall 6-2/245 Sr. La Crosse, KS 
16 Reynolds, Jaz 6-2/197 Sr. Houston, TX 7_Nelson, Corey 6-1/215 Sr. Dallas, TX 
8 Saunders, Jalen 59/161 Sr. Elk Grove,CA | 20 Shannon,Frank 6-1/229 So. Dallas, TX 
3. Shepard, Sterling 511/186 So. Oklahoma City, OK 19 Striker, Eric 6-0/217 | So. Seffner, FL 
12 Woods, Derrick 6-1/186 Fr. Inglewood, CA | 31 Taylor, Londelt —6-0/213_ So. ~ Vian, OK 
TIGHT ENDS HTT CL HOMETOWN | DEFENSIVE BACKS HTWT CL HOMETOWN 
87 Buck, Chase 6-3/223 Sr. Edmond, OK 14 Colvin, Aaron 6-0/182 Sr. Owasso, OK | 
81 Grant, Sam 6-6/250 Fr. North Royalton, OH 23. Everett, Kass 5-11/180 Sr. Philadelphia, PA 
82. Green, Brannon 6-3/264 Sr. Altamont, KS 24 Franks, Trey 5-10/192 Jr. Orange, TX. 
89 Knight, Connor 6-6/227 Fr. San Antonio, TX 10 Hayes, Quentin 6-0/183 Jr. Lancaster, us 
88 McNamara, Taylor  6-5/253 Fr. San Diego, CA 22 Johnson, Cortez 6-2/198 So. New Orleans, LA 
OFFENSIVELINEMEN -HTWT CL HOMETOWN 9 Lynn, Gabe 6-1/200 Sr. Jenks, OK 
86 Dartington, Ty __6-3/282_So. Agopha, fu. | TB Senctet tack WIG _ Fe Keller, Tk 
75 Evans, Tyler ——6-5/905 Sr. Srafiont Wd | TO. Tieetes, Raped So 1/206 fr eee A 
72 Farniok, Derek 6-9/824 So. SiouxFalls,SD_ | _2 Wilson Julian _6-2/195_d mod 
73 Hartsook, Dylan 6-5/295 Fr. Midwest City, OK | 38 Young. Brandon _5-10/174 Jr ne 
67 Hollis, Robert ———6-5/345. So. Tulsa, OK | SPECIALISTS HIT CL HOMETOWN 
52 Hughes, John-Philip 6-4/273 So. Tulsa, OK | 44 Barnett, Jed (P) 6-2/215 Jr. Camas, WA 
59 Hughes, Nathan 6-6/283 So. Spring, TX 39 Hodgson, Nick{K)  6-2/189 Jr. N. Richland Hills, TX 
64 Ikard, Gabe 6-4/298 Sr. Oklahoma City, OK 47 Hosek, Eric (K) 5-10/153 So. Sherman, TX 
68 Irwin, Bronson 6-5/310 Sr. Mustang, 0K | 18 Hunnicutt, Michael (K) 6-0/169 Jr. Richardson, TX 
54 Kasitati, Nila 6-4/319 So. Euless, TX 37 Seibert, Dylan(P)  6-3/220 So. Tulsa, OK 
78 Marrs, Kyle 6-6/300 Fr. San Antonio, TX 38 Steed, Jack (P) 6-4/216 Fr. Katy, TX 


SCOUTING THE SOONERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OKLAHOMA 
“| don’t think they are as talented up front on defense as Texas is, but | thought their back end was better. | thought they 


had good cover guys. The Aaron Colvin kid, he’s a good cover guy. ... | thought they would give us a lot more problems 
than they did. Up front, | didn’t think they had the Oklahoma guys of the past — guys like Gerald McCoy and Tommie Har- 
ris and all of that. They just don’t have those guys anymore. They used to have some animals up front. ... Honestly, | know 
(quarterback) Landry Jones took some heat at times, but | think they'll miss him. It's tough to replace a guy who started 
that many years. It helped that he could adjust to personnel. And he had some big moments. ... (Quarterback) Blake Bell 
is an effective goal line guy but not sure how he'll do as the primary option. He might do great, but the jury's still out. ... 
They'll rebound somehow. They kicked all those receivers out (of school), but they go out and still get good players. | 
know as far as receivers, they have decent players, but no one really stood out. ... What makes Oklahoma go is quick lin- 
ing up on that offensive line. They've had some injuries there but should be able to do what they want. ... A switch to 
(multiple defensive fronts) will help. It’s all spread teams you're facing. You're going to have to get into situations where 
you can drop eight guys, rush a lot of guys at the same time. It’s easier to rush three and drop eight. ” 


2012 RESULTS 


RECORD: 10-3, 8-1 (BIG 12) 
Sept.1 at UTEP W 24-7 
Sept. 8 FloridaA&M W 69-13 
Sept.22 Kansas State L 19-24 
Oct. 6 at Texas Tech W 41-20 
Oct. 13 vs.Texas% W 63-21 
Oct. 20 Kansas WwW 52-7 
Oct. 27 Notre Dame L 13-30 
Nov. 3 at lowa State W 35-20 
Nov.10 Baylor W 42-34 
Nov. 17 _ at West Virginia W 50-49 
Nov. 24 Oklahoma State lot) W 51-48 
Dec. 1 at TCU W 24-17 
Jan. 4 ys. Texas A&M # L 13-41 


2012 INDIVIDUAL 


STATS 


Landry Jones 555 367 4,267 30 11 
Blake Bell 16 9 107 0 0 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Damien Williams 176 946 = 5.4 11 
Brennan Clay 93 «555 «26.0 6 
Dom Whaley Y. MS. 62 1 
Blake Bell 60 «201 3.3 11 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Kenny Stills 82 9591.71 
Justin Brown 73 «879 «12.0 5 
JalenSaunders 62 829 134 3 
Sterling Shepard 45 621 13.8 3 


KICKING: Michael Hunnicutt, 17-21 FGs, 57-59 


XPs, 108 points 


TACKLES: Tony Jefferson, 119; Javon Harris, 86 
SACKS: Chuka Ndulue, 5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Javon Harris, 6 


Returning Players in Bold 


Offense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 38.2 ppg 5 15 
Rushing 161.4 ypg 7 60 
Passing 336.5 ypg 3 5 
Total 497.9 ypg 4 12 
Defense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 25.5 ppg 4 50 
Rushing 192.2 ypg 9 89 
Passing 206.1 ypg 2 29 
Total 398.3 ypg 4 64 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS The makeover theme across the defense 
extends to the secondary, where three starters must be replaced. 
Still, there’s one star and some known quantities for the Sooners 
to count on. Aaron Colvin emerged as a lockdown corner a year 
ago, picking off four passes and defending a team-high 11 more, 
en route to first-team All-Big 12 recognition. Cortez Johnson, a 
transfer from Arizona who sat out the 2012 season, slides into the 
corner spot opposite Colvin. Free safety Gabe Lynn started 10 
games at nickel back a year ago; strong safety Quentin Hayes is 
back after a year-long suspension; and Julian Wilson is the new 
nickel after serving as a backup at several spots. So there's experi- 
ence, although competition remains. True freshmen Ahmad 
Thomas, Hatari Byrd, L.J. Moore and Stanvon Taylor will all get 
a chance to play right away. “I’m pretty impressed with every- 
body,” Colvin says. “I feel like everybody's working hard and 
everybody’s trying to learn.” 


SPECIALISTS Michael Hunnicutt gives the Sooners a reliable 
weapon in the kicking game. He made 17-of-21 field goals a year 
ago. Coaches are hoping junior college transfer Jed Barnett fills the 
void at punter. The return game is solid, with Saunders serving as 
a potential game-breaker on punts, and Clay and Roy Finch solid 
on kickoffs. Saunders and Finch each had a return for a touch- 
down last season. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


STOOPS NEARING NO.1 Oklahoma's coaching history runs rich, from Bud 
Wilkinson to Barry Switzer and now Bob Stoops. All claim national champi- 
onships and have left a major imprint on the college game. Within the program, 
all are revered. Stoops continues to work on his legacy, which could add another 
major milestone this season, as he sits eight wins behind Switzer for the all-time 
lead in wins. Stoops enters his 15th season at 149-37. Switzer finished with 157 
wins in 16 seasons. 


QUARTERBACK CONCERNS? The loss of Landry Jones, the programs all-time wins 
leader at quarterback, leaves a major void at the most important position in the Big 
12, where offense rules. Jones’ production as a four-year starter, most notably 39 
victories, isn't easy to replace. And yet, Stoops and his staff have a history of rolling 
with the changes behind center. Jones followed a Heisman Trophy winner in Sam 
Bradford. During Stoops’ tenure, the Sooners have won eight Big 12 titles with six 
different starting quarterbacks. So while there's no clear heir apparent yet, there is 
reason for optimism, whether Blake Bell, Trevor Knight or Kendal Thompson 
emerges with the job. 


NEW LOOK, NEW ATTITUDE Determined to make the most of their quarterback’s 
running abilities — and convinced of the approach by Johnny Manziel’s assault on 
their own defense in the Cotton Bowl — OU coaches will implement at least a read- 
option element in 2013. With it comes a renewed emphasis on run-blocking. “I just 
think our personality is we're going to have to fight and scratch and claw for every 
yard and first down and touchdown,” says co-offensive coordinator Jay Norvell. 
“But we've always preached that — getting downfield and getting in people's faces. 
Whoever is running, get out there and block for them. So that’s been a big thing 
we've stressed, we really want to see them respond in that area of the game.” 


AND THIRDLY... One key stat that could define OU’s next quarterback is third 
down conversion rate. Behind Jones a year ago, the Sooners led the Big 12 and 
ranked fourth nationally with a 51.9 percent conversion rate on third downs, ex- 
tending drives and leading to an offense that ranked No. 15 nationally at 38.2 
points per game. 


MAGIC NUMBERS Looking for major indicators of success for the Sooners? They've 
won 23 straight games when holding opponents to 20 points or less. And they've 
won 43 in a row when scoring 40 or more themselves. 


ROCKING THE RIVALRIES The Sooners and their fans profess a serious disdain for 
the color orange — burnt orange or bright orange, the shades worn by their biggest 
rivals, Texas and Oklahoma State. Still, seeing red must be worse, and appropriate, 
for the Longhorns and Cowboys. OU owns a three-game winning streak over Texas 
and has won nine of the past 13 meetings in the Red River Rivalry. In the Bedlam 
Series with OSU, the Sooners have won nine of 10, including last year. 
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2013 SIGNEES 


Oklahoma addressed several glaring needs with quality prospects, 
according to the recruiting services. If there's a complaint, it's that 
the Sooners may not have landed the quantity needed at some posi- 
tions, like linebacker and offensive line. Still, overall, it was a class 
that ranked among the top 25 and features a number of players who 
will be given an opportunity to make an immediate impact. 

The defensive front was a major emphasis. Junior college signee 
Quincy Russell is seen as a quick fix at tackle, while prep signees Ker- 
tick Huggins, Matthew Romar and Charles Walker offer depth and a 
long-range plan. Ends D.J. Ward, Matt Dimon and Ogbonnia Oko- 
ronkwo could be pressed into competition at a position searching for 
playmakers. 

Defensive backs Hatari Byrd, LJ. Moore, Stanvon Taylor and Ahmad 
Thomas project as early contribu- 


BREAKDOWN tors, with Byrd expected to push 
BY POSITION for a starter's job at safety. 

Defensive Backs 5 The Sooners are in transition at 
Defensive Linemen 4 linebacker, yet added just two 
WideReceivers 4 prospects — Dominique Alexander 


and Jordan Evans — both of whom 
will be adjusting to playing the po- 


DefensiveEnds 3 
Offensive Linemen 3 


linebackers = 2_ ition full-time. 

Punters sd On the offensive side, the Soon- 
Quarterbacks 1 ers secured star power at the skill 
Running Backs 1 positions. Quarterback Cody 
BY STATE Thomas is a big, strong-armed 
Texas 12 thrower who passed for 4,154 yards 
Oklahoma 6 ~—_ and 51 TDs asa senior. 
California = 3 Running back Keith Ford was 
Florida 1 considered the best back in Texas 
Michigan 1 and one of the nation’s elite. And 
Washington 1 the Sooners believe they added to 
Canada 1 


their stable of receivers. Among 
them, Jordan Smallwood and Dan- 
non Cavil are bigger wideouts who could contribute early. 

Immediate help for the offensive line was found in junior college 
additions Josiah St. John and Dionte Savage. But the Sooners signed 
just one high school offensive lineman and failed to sign a tight end, 
although they don’t utilize the spot on an every down basis. 

Junior college punter Jed Barnett, who originally signed with Cal- 
ifornia, should fill a void at the position. 


SPOTLIGHT ON ... 
RB * KEITH FORD * CYPRESS, TX 

Keith Ford’s high school coach, Gene Johnson, keeps it simple yet 
superlative when sizing up his former running back. 

“He's the best.” says Johnson, who had an up-close view of Ford's 
fantastic career at Cypress Ranch High in Texas. “I've been coaching 
15 years in the state of Texas. Been a head coach 12 seasons. I've 
signed quite a few kids — sent kids all over. And he's the best.” 

Johnson, while surely biased, isn’t alone in hyping a running back 
pegged as a 5-star recruit by one recruiting service and the nation’s 
No. 48 overall prospect by another. Ford ran for 1,868 yards and 
scored 24 TDs as a senior, helping Cypress Ranch — in just its third 
year of varsity football — to the school’s first playoff appearance. 

Next, Ford will bid to give the Sooners’ running game a needed 
boost. While Oklahoma has a cast of veterans and younger backs in 
place, there’s a need for a difference-maker. And there's the thought 
that Ford could be that right away. “We got an exceptional player in 
Keith Ford,” says OU coach Bob Stoops. “He's ane of the better play- 
ers (from) the whole Houston area. He catches the ball well, has the 
ability to make people miss him [and is) physical enough to run 
through people. Just all the things you really want.” 


LB DOMINIQUE ALEXANDER 6-2, 198, TULSA, OK 
Ranked No. 4 player in Oklahoma by Rivals. Recorded 130 tackles, including 16 for 
a loss, 4 sacks and 14 passes defensed as a senior. 


CB DAKOTA AUSTIN 5-11, 167, LANCASTER, TX 
Ranked No. 87 cornerback in the nation and No. 158 prospect in Texas by 247Sports. 


P JED BARNETT 6-2, 215, CAMAS, WA 
Transfer from Laney (Calif.) College. Ranked No. 2 junior college punter by 
247Sports. Started his college career at California. 


WR AUSTIN BENNETT 6-0, 170, MANVEL, TX 
Ranked No. 63 receiver in the nation by 247Sports and No. 74 player in Texas by 
Rivals. 


S HATARI BYRD 6-1, 195, FRESNO, CA 
Semper Fidelis All-American. Ranked No. 12 safety in the nation by 247Sports and 
No. 29 defensive back in the country by Athlon Sports. 


WR DANNON CAVIL 6-5, 205, SAN ANTONIO, TX 
Ranked No. 35 wide receiver in the nation and No. 32 prospect in Texas by ESPN. 


OL CHRISTIAN DAIMLER 6-6, 270, HOUSTON, TX 
Ranked No. 43 offensive tackle in the country by Scout. 


DE MATT DIMON 6-2, 252, KATY, TX 
Ranked No. 23 strong-side defensive end in the nation by 247Sports and No. 40 
player in Texas by ESPN. Registered 12 sacks and six forced fumbles as a senior. 


LB JORDAN EVANS 6-3, 210, NORMAN, OK 
Ranked No. 45 outside linebacker in the country and No. 6 prospect in Texas by Ri- 
vals. Recorded 94 tackles, 72 solo, nine sacks as a senior. 


RB KEITH FORD 5-11, 208, CYPRESS, TX 
Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 3 running back in the country and No. 2 
player in Texas by ESPN, No. 4 running back in the nation by Athlon Sports. 


DL KERRICK HUGGINS 6-3, 289, DALLAS, TX 
Ranked No. 11 defensive tackle in the nation and No. 21 prospect in Texas by Ri- 
vals. Registered 51 tackles, including 17 for a loss and 4.5 sacks as a senior. 


CB L.J. MOORE 6-1, 175, FRESNO, CA 
Ranked No. 19 cornerback in the country by 247Sports and No. 20 player in Califor- 
nia by Rivals. 


DE OGBONNIA OKORONKWO 6-3, 220, HOUSTON, TX 
Ranked No. 15 defensive end in the nation by 247Sports and No. 60 prospect in 
Texas by Rivals. 


DL MATTHEW ROMAR 6-3, 268, PORT ARTHUR, TX 
Ranked No. 44 defensive tackle in the country by 247Sports and No. 91 player in 
Texas by ESPN. Recorded 100 tackles, including 13 for a loss and 10 sacks in 2012. 


DT QUINCY RUSSELL 6-4, 315, SAN ANTONIO, TX 
Transfer from Trinity Valley (Texas) Community College. First team NJCAA All- 
American. Ranked No. 7 junior college defensive tackle by 247Sports. 


OL DIONTE SAVAGE 6-5, 345, FLINT, MI 
Transfer from Arizona Western College. Ranked No. 5 junior college offensive guard 
by 247Sports. 


WR JORDAN SMALLWOOD 6-2, 190, JENKS, OK 
Semper Fidelis All-American. Ranked No. 66 wide receiver in the nation and No. 4 
player in Oklahoma by ESPN. 


OL JOSIAH ST. JOHN 6-6, 305, TORONTO, ON 
Transfer from Trinity Valley (Texas) Community College. Ranked No. 6 juco prospect 
by ESPN. 


CB STANVON TAYLOR 5-11, 175, TULSA, OK 
Named Gatorade Player of the Year in Oklahoma. Ranked No. 1 prospect in Okla- 
homa by 247Sports. 


CB AHMAD THOMAS 6-1, 205, MIAMI, FL 

Semper Fidelis All-American. Ranked No. 27 safety in the country by 247Sports 
and No. 71 player in Florida by Rivals. 

QB CODY THOMAS 6-5, 220, COLLEYVILLE, TX 

Ranked No. 9 quarterback and No. 118 prospect in the nation by Athton Sports, No. 
9 player in Texas by 247Sports. 

DL CHARLES WALKER 6-3, 280, GARLAND, TX 

Ranked No. 40 defensive tackle in the country and No. 75 player in Texas by ESPN. 
DE D.J. WARD 6-2, 245, MOORE, OK 

U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 12 defensive end in the nation and No. 1 player 
in Oklahoma by ESPN, No. 28 defensive lineman in the country by Athlon Sports. 


WR KJ. YOUNG 6-1, 182, PERRIS, CA 
Ranked No. 65 wide receiver in the nation by Scout and No. 68 prospect in Califor- 
nia by ESPN. 
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OKLAHOMA STATE 


COWBOYS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 16 // BIG 12 PREDICTION: 1 


any wary eyes followed Oklahoma State a year ago. Focus was fixed on how the Cow- 
boys would play, for sure, yet also on how they'd carry on after significant personnel 
losses in the aftermath of the greatest season in school history. Had the program truly 
elevated itself, or simply jumped among the upper echelon temporarily? 

The Cowboys carried on admirably, considering that injuries claimed their go-to receiver early and 
also forced them to start three different quarterbacks. An 8-5 finish was a step back from a 12-win, 
Fiesta Bowl championship in 2011. But winning eight games — and losing to Texas and Oklahoma 
on the opponents’ final offensive plays from scrimmage — fueled faith and optimism that the pro- 
gram is ready to rise again, both in the Big 12 and nationally. 

Oklahoma State returns 18 players with at least five games of starting experience. It 
returns all three quarterbacks who started (and won) Big 12 games a year ago in sen- 
ior Clint Chelf and sophomores Wes Lunt and J.W. Walsh. It returns the bulk of an 
offense that despite the quarterback shuffle kept chugging, finishing third nationally 
in scoring offense at 45.7 points per game. 

“T feel good about our football team,” says ninth-year coach Mike Gundy. “I feel 
good about our program. And I’ve said that the last two or three years, that we're pretty 
far along as a football team right now.” 

There are issues. The coaching staff features four new members, including the fourth 
offensive coordinator in five years, Glenn Spencer has been elevated to solo defensive 
coordinator, charged with upgrading a unit that has struggled to complement the dy- 
namic offense. And while Chelf has been tagged as the No. 1 quarterback, competi- 
tion remains at a position that always draws a spotlight. 


QUARTERBACKS Chelf carries the starter tag into the season opener, a dangerous 
test against Mississippi State in Houston. After starting last season as the third-string 
quarterback, Chelf saw his patience and resolve pay off when opportunity arrived with 
injuries to Lunt and Walsh. And Chelf capitalized, playing well in starting the final 
five games, capped by an MVP performance in the Cowboys’ rousing win over Pur- 
due in the Heart of Dallas Bowl. An accurate passer, Chelf also has the trust and con- 
fidence of his teammates, as well as Gundy. Still, competition is ongoing. And there's 
trust, too, in both Walsh and Lunt, who also thrived and led victories in their mo- 
ments behind center. Walsh, the best runner of the three, will at least have a package 
in the offense designed around his dual-threat skills. Considered a “gamer,” Walsh 
needs to improve his arm strength to take full control in Oklahoma State’s spread of- 
fense. Lunt won the job as a true freshman a year ago 
and still projects as the quarterback of the future, based 
on his strong arm and decision-making. The question 
is how soon the future begins. If Chelf maintains con- 
trol of the job, Lunt could be a redshirt candidate. 


RUNNING BACKS Joseph Randle’s jump to the 


2013 PROJECTION: 10-2, 7-2 BIG 12 


THE VERDICT 


The Cowboys must replace standout running back Joseph Randle and three starters on the line, 
but the offense should remain among the nation’s best. Oklahoma State has three proven options 
at quarterback, and running back Jeremy Smith is primed for a breakout year. The offensive line 


2013 SCHEDULE 
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31__vs. Mississippi State # 
SEPTEMBER 

7 atUTSA 
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NOVEMBER 

_2 _ at Texas Tech 

9 Kansas 
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23 Baylor = 
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_7 Oklahoma 
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SHAUN LEWIS 


NFL creates the most significant loss on the team. The 
first-team All-Big 12 pick was durable and productive 
as a runner and receiver. The spotlight now flips to 


will be a work in progress, but Joe Wickline always keeps this unit among the best in the Big 12. 
The Cowboys want to be more aggressive on defense under coordinator Glenn Spencer, but there 
are concerns at end and cornerback. With K-State, TCU and OU visiting Stillwater, everything is in 
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longtime backup Jeremy Smith, who has essentially 
shared the job with Randle the past two seasons. And 
Smith has been good, with a 6.2 yards-per-carry career 
average and 25 total touchdowns. A strong runner with speed, Smith must avoid the minor nagging 
injuries that have hindered him. “When it’s time to grind, you have to grind,” Smith says. “You want 
to be that go-to guy that they can rely on. And that’s the kind of guy I want to be.” For a team with 
an up-tempo pace aimed at maximizing snaps, the Cowboys need a second back to handle a signif- 
icant workload. Junior Desmond Roland gets the first shot at that role. Fullback Kye Staley, twice a 
second-team All-Big 12 selection, is a powerful blocker and capable receiver. 


RECEIVERS Tracy Moore entered 2012 as the heir apparent to Justin Blackmon and looked the 
part in a four-touchdown performance against Arizona, before a foot injury ended his season early, 
Moore is back and healthy, bolstering a receiving corps that already boasted a bevy of playmakers. A 


place for Oklahoma State to win the Big 12 in 2013. Postseason: Fiesta Bowl vs, Boise State 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 
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Stewart: Lane Murdoch Jr.; Lewis: Tim Umphery 
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id 


big and physical wideout, Moore reclaims a prominent role in an offense that also returns inside re- 
ceiver Josh Stewart, who enjoyed a breakout year in Moore's absence. Blake Jackson offers a big and 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


talented target at another inside spot, while David Glidden, Charlie Moore, Austin Hays and Blake om hep hte 
Webb are all proven contributors. And there's heavy competition for playing time, with Jhajuan Seales, posses aA SCHOOL 
Brandon Sheperd and C.J. Curry highlighting a next wave of options. Highly regarded true freshmen 67-35 (8 years) 
Marcell Ateman and Ra’Shaad Samples could provide an immediate impact as well. CAREER RECORD 

67-35 (8 years) 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN No Big 12 offensive front has paved the way for a better run-pass, phys- OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
ical-finesse balance than Oklahoma State's under line coach Joe Wickline. Don't expect that to change. Mike Yurcich 
Veteran Parker Graham has started 18 games, as a dee VOTRE ATOR 

enn Spencer 

LOCATION 

Stillwater, OK 

STADIUM 


Boone Pickens Stadium (60,218) 
KEY COWBOYS 


Justin Gilbert, CB Coming 
off a disappointing year, but 
he’s more than capable of 
locking down one side of the 
field. 


Josh Stewart, WR Emerged as a clutch 


WR 87 Tracy Moore (Sr.) 81 Jhajuan Seales (Fr.) 
WR 17 CharlieMoore(Sr.) 7 Brandon Sheperd [So.) 
IR 18 Blake Jackson(Sr.) 84 Austin Hays (So.) 
IR 5 Josh Stewart (Jr.) 13 David Glidden (So.) 
LT 69 Devin Davis (So.) 74 Michael Wilson (Fr.) 
LG 51 Brandon Webb (Sr) 76 Eli Dickerson (Jr) 
C 54 Jake Jenkins (Jr.) 50 Zac Veatch (Fr.) 

RG 71 ParkerGraham(Sr.) 75 Chris Grisbhy (Jr.) 
RT 58 Daniel Koenig (Jr.) 67 Brandon Garrett (Jr.) 


DEPTH CHART ~, | 
OFFENSE (5) - oo ~~ 


QB 10 Clint Chelf(Sr.) 4 J.W.Walsh (So.] go-to receiver, posting the third-best sea- 
RB 31. Jeremy Smith (Sr) 26 Desmond Roland (Jr.) son ever by an OSU sophomore with 101 
DEFENSE (7) catches for 1,210 yards. 


Calvin Barnett, OT A disruptive force in 
the middle who earned All-Big 12 honors 
last season; his eight tackles for a loss 
led the Cowboys. 

Daytawion Lowe, FS The enforcer of the 
secondary, Lowe is a playmaker against 
the run or pass. 

Tracy Moore, WR Back from a foot in- 
jury, the physical Moore is a matchup 
nightmare on the edge. He had four TDs 
against Arizona. 


DE 40 Tyler Johnson (Sr.) 89 Sam Wren (Jr) 

DT 99 CalvinBarnett(Sr.) 98 Davidell Collins (Sr.) 
DT 91 James Castleman (Jr.) 94 Anthony Rogers (Sr. 
DE 92 Jimmy Bean (So.) 90 Trace Clark (So.) 
LB 11 Shaun Lewis(Sr.) 29 Joe Mitchell (Sr.) 
LB 45 Caleb Lavey (Sr.) 42 Demarcus Sherod (So.) 
LB 52 RyanSimmons(So.) 32 Kris Catlin (So.) 

CB 4 Justin Gilbert (Sr.) Jerel Morrow (Fr.) 
CB 1 Kevin Peterson (So) 6 Ashton Lampkin (So.) 
SS 27 Lyndell Johnson (Jr.) 7 Shamiel Gary (Sr.) 
FS 8 DaytawionLowe(Sr.) 20 Larry Stephens (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Ben Grogan (Fr.) | KR 4 Justin Gilbert (Sr.) 
Pp Ben Grogan (Fr.) © PR 5 Josh Stewart (Jr.) 


The Cowboys have won at 

7 least seven games in a 
school-record seven 

straight seasons, also 9B (4 2)'@ R@}-}>) > 


earning bowl bids in a school- 

more than any player on offense, and can play tackle or guard. Tackle record seven straight years. | Josep!) Randle, (8 A two-time All-Big 
Daniel Koenig and guard Brandon Webb also return as regulars. Jake 12 pick, Randle provided versatility, dura- 
Jenkins steps in at center, with Devin Davis ready to play an expanded role. Depth is decent too, led bility and productivity as a runner and re- 
by redshirt freshman Michael Wilson, who is expected to be a star. While there’s newness at two start- sheen is ; 1.417 yards and 14 
ing spots and among several backups, there's also an expectation that it'll be business as usual up front. ¢ ahs 
“Te been on three lines so far,” says Graham, “and I see no drop-off. Once we get our chemistry posse sh See ae a8 
down, then we'll be back to the same line that we've been during all the time I’ve been here.” pee 9 giep 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Oklahoma State's interior has never been better under Gundy. The ac- Brodrick Brown, CB A three-year 

tive and intense Calvin Barnett is coming off an All-Big 12 year at tackle, while the other tackle, starter, Brown specialized in the spectac- 
James Castleman, led all OSU down linemen with 30 tackles a year ago. There’s quality depth, too, ular play. 

with veterans Davidell Collins and Anthony Rogers in the rotation. The ends, beyond senior Tyler Quinn Sharp, P/K He did it all in the 
Johnson, are young, yet they have the Cowboys defensive coaches excited. Sophomores Jimmy Bean kicking game, handling punting, kickoff 
and ‘Trace Clark are coming off impressive springs. Junior college transfer Sam Wren will be counted and placement chores. Scored 156 points 


on to make an immediate impact. And redshirt freshmen Victor Irokansi, Emmanuel Ogbah and eeaseniays 
Naim Mustafaa represent the next wave. Alex Elkins, LB A two-year starter and 


the team’s co-leader in tackles a year ago 
LINEBACKERS Seniors Caleb Lavey and Shaun Lewis are steady and productive, totaling 314 ca- with 75. 
reer tackles between them. And the group should get a boost from athletic and attacking Ryan Sim- 
mons, who led the entire freshman class with 23 tackles in a backup role last fall. Beyond the starters, 
however, the Cowboys are waiting for players to assert themselves. Veteran Joe Mitchell lends stabil- 
ity, if unspectacular play. Kris Catlin, Demarcus Sherod and Seth Jacobs all were highly recruited yet 
haven't proven they're ready for Big 12 play. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS. After a disappointing — and unexpected — season of struggle in 2012, the 
secondary hopes to benefit from a more aggressive approach implemented by Spencer. Gone is the 
soft coverage previously preferred in an attempt to keep everything in front of the defensive backs. The 
Cowboys plan to use more press coverage and utilize what they believe is a talent edge on the outside. 
“Last year, the cornerbacks played a little soft in coverage and that put stress on us sometimes,” says 


RISING STAR 


Ayan Simmons kept pushing for playing 
time at linebacker last season, even with 
productive veterans entrenched as starters 
ahead of the freshman. Now, seizing a va- 
cated spot, Simmons is pushing to prove 
he can be among the Big 12's best. His 
physical and attacking style also fits OSU's 
Move to a more aggressive defense. 
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Lane Murdoch Jr. 


2013 OKLAHOMA STATE ROSTER 


Q RBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 50 Veatch, Zac 6-4/290 Fr. Broken Arrow, OK 
10 Chelf, Clint 6-1/210 Sr. Enid, OK 51 Webb, Brandon 6-3/326 oi Owasso, OK 
12 Garman, Daxx 6-2/205 So. Southlake, TX | 74 Wilson, Michael 6-6/290 ‘Fr. Aledo, TX 
TT Lunt, Wes 6-4/215 So. Rochester, IL 2 
: - DEFENSIVE LINE HT 
3 Peterson, Cody 6-3/195 Sr. Encinitas, CA - ali cst nel ‘s i 
14 Shanbour, Quinn —5-11/194 ‘Fr. ‘Oklahoma City, OK 90 Bean, Ti &5)5 So. Denton, TX 
“% Walsh, JW. 62/205 So. Denton, 1X | oe my oe a 
i : 91 Castleman, James 6-2/296 Jr. Amarillo, TX 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 90 Clark, Trace 6-4/250 So. Wichita, KS 
20 Bennett, Corey _——5-9/190 So. Choctaw, OK | 98 Collins, Davidell ——-6-5/275 Sr. -—Bearden, AR 
46 Branson, Derek ——6-2/250 Jr. _ Mckinney, TX” | 60 Cooley, Daniel 6-2/250 Jr. Corinth, TK 
2 Gates, Otis 5-7/185 Fr. Newnan, GA | 65 Cusak, Kaleb 6-2/265 So. Okeene, OK 
40 Harrigan, Beniah 6-1/225 Fr. Piscataway, NJ 97 Davis, Eric ~ 6-3/275 Fr. Tyler, TX 
39 Johnson, Teddy 5-11/225 Jr. Coppell, IX | 64 Glover, Michael 63/255 Jr. Oklahoma City, OK 
30_Jones, Khaiti 58/179 Sr. Tulsa, OK | 87 Irokansi, Victor 6-3/240 Fr. Pflugerville, TX 
2 Muncrief, Caleb §-8/190 So. Madill, OK | {0 Johnson, Tyler 6-1/265 Sr. ~~~*dHaskell, OK 
2% Ramacher, Dominic 6-3/230 Fr. Denton, TX | §§ May, Taylor 6-2/240 So.  ———~Plano, TX. 
2% Roland, Desmond 6-2/210 Jr. Dallas, TX 93. Mustafa, Naim 6-3/230 Fr. College Park, GA 
31 Smith, Jeremy 5-10/208 Sr. _lulsa, OK | 38 Ogbah, Emmanuel 6-4/270 Fr. ~ Houston, 1X” 
9 Staley, Kye 5-10/236_ St. Guthrie, OK | 9% Rogers, Anthony _6-3/293 St. __N.Little Rock, AR. 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 89 Wren, Sam 6-2/255 Jr. Palestine, TX 
46 Anderson, Brent —_5-10/200 So. Oxford, AL | J iNEBACKERS HUWT CL) ROMETOWN 
86 Barkemeyer, Blake 5-10/171 Fr. N.Richland Hills, TX | 32 Catlin, Kris 6-1/225 So. San Antonio, TX 
-2/215 So. ~ Dallas, «| wpe Talla RII Sa ale Valle TI 
80_Carr, Torrance $2 7” : 48 Crawford, Nickellas 6-2/227 So. Pauls Valley, OK 
8 Curry, CJ. 6-2/205 Fr. Flowery Branch,GA_ | 77 Culver, Kyl 4 
Bas tO TSS yle 5-10/190 Jr. Pawhuska, OK 
38 Doolittle, Kameron ~§-8/190 Jr. Edmond, OK ee errs Sag Toy 
| 10 Jacobs, Seth 6-2/220 Fr. Arroyo Grande, CA 
83 Fagan, Brendan 6-2/190 So. Flower Mound, TX i Tm rr 
ae reees oF ibd 45 Lavey, Caleb 6-3/235 Sr. Celina, TX 
13 Glidden, David 5-7/185 So. Mustang, OK a —— 
| 49 Lester, Ryan §-10/225 Jr. Muskogee, OK 
15 Goodlett, John 5-10/190 Sr. Tulsa, OK 74 e. 
ee 2 — 11 Lewis, Shaun 5-11/225 Sr. Missouri City, Ni 
29 Gravelle,Cameron 6-0/185 Jr. Austin, TX chide ean - — +. 
: J . 29 Mitchell, Joe 6-3/225 Sr. Katy, TX” 
84 Hays, Austin 6-2/185 So. San Antonio, TX fo Re act 
— " 41 Ornelas, Nico 6-1/215 Jr. N. Richland Hills, TX 
18 Jackson, Blake 6-3/235 Sr. Gilbert, AZ me oe - 
= = a 35 Patton, Jesse 61/225 Ir. McAlester, OK 
19 Johnson, Trey 5-8/167 Fr. UT Fy ee | ee ell 
a a 44 Rake, Dillon 6-1/210 Fr. Southlake, TX 
36 Miller, Nate 5-10/185 So. “Lawton, OK ax eed 
- ~ 42 Sherod, Demarcus  6-0/225 So. Decatur, GA 
17 Moore, Charlie 6-2/202 Sr. Bullard, TX “ede oc othe Nols Sarre 
52 Simmons, Ryan 6-0/242 So. ~ Cibolo, TX” 
87 Moore, Tracy 6-2/215 Sr. Tulsa, OK 7 si “I re-UF.WR 
37 Morgan, Billy % 5/150 Fe _Dallas, Tk shimanga, Jeremia| t. _N. Richland Hills, TH 
42 Moss, Taylor §-10/185 Sr. _ Houston, TX DEFENSIVE BACKS WI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
88° Nault, Logan 6-0/180 So. ~ Kingfisher, OK | 23. Craig, Zack 6-1/200 Sr. Spring Branch, TX 
2 Radford, Jackson 6-2/190 So. Crescent, OK | 37 Deeds, Derek 59/194 Fr Yukon, OK 
89 Rockwell, Nick 5-7/180 Sr. Fort Worth, TX | 28 Franklin, DeShawn 5-11/190 Jr. Gainesville, TX 
33 Schroeder, Christian §-11/180 Jr. “Grapevine, TX 7 Gary, Shamiet ——6-0/210 “Sr. SSCs a, OK 
81 Seales, Jhajuan 6-2/185 Fr. Port Arthur, TX 4 Gilbert, Justin ——“6-0/200 Sr. ~=—SSsHuntssville, TX 
7 Sheperd, Brandon 61/195 So. St.Louis, M0 | 28  Imade, Deion §-11/205 St. Rowlett, TX 
5 Stewart, Josh 510/185 Jr. Denton, 1X 12 Jeffcoat, Elliott 5-10/185 Jr. Batesburg-Leesville, SC 
85 Webb, Blake 5-11/190 So. The Woodlands, TX 27 Johnson, lyndell §=—6-3/215 Sr. Plano, TX 
36 Yates, Zach 60/205 Jr. Muskogee, OK | 24 Jones, Miketavius —5-10/175 So. “Houston, TX 
TIGHT ENDS HTWT Cl HomeTown | 6 Lampkin, Ashton 5-11/180 So. Arlington, TX 
47 Jarwin, Blake 65/235 Fr Tuttle, 0K | _8 Lowe, Daytawion §-11/205 Sr. Midwest City, OK 
44 Seaton, Jeremy —__6-2/250 So. Cashion, OK | 31 Luft, Alex S775 So. Denton, TX 
OFFENSIVELINEMEN  ATIWT CL HOMETOWN 33 Ocloo-Lee, Archibald 5-8/169 Fr. Moore, OK 
: 1 Peterson, Kevin 5-11/185 So. Wagoner, OK 
73 Canis, Grant 6-2/275 Fr. _ Midland, TX +7 ———_ 
vats srrarnine 30 Reber, Bryant 6-0/185 So. Leawood, KS 
Oh Conse Tavs EMEA S0 Mao | aa atschana any 10S Sc, Houston TY 
NF moter Steve 510/200 8 Edmond, OK 
76 Dickerson, EU 66/310 Jr. The Woodlands, TX moc tal ———— = 
67 Garrett, Brandon 6-5/295 Sr. Deer Park, TX SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
71 Graham, Parker 6-7/315 Sr. Webb City,MO | 49 King,Kevin{K) __5-10/168 So. ___ Jenks, OK 
75 Grisbhy, Chris 66/325 J. Clute, TX | 59 Reichenstein, Michael (PJ6-4/212Sr. ——_—Dallas, 1X 
54 Jenkins, Jake 6-3/298 Jr. «Gilmer, TX | 56 Sinko,Connor(LS)  6-3/266 Sr. Tulsa, OK 
58 Koenig, Daniel  6-6/310 Jr. Cape Coral, FL | 39 Smith, Kip {K) 6-1/209 Jr. Broomfield, CO 
57 Lewis, Paul 6-3/295 Fr. Houston, TX 90 Stonebraker, Bobby (K)6-0/175 Jr. Tuttle, OK 
79 Talton, Tevin 6-4/325 So. Preston, OK 53 Suter, Andrew (LS)  6-2/268 Sr. Sugar Land, TX 


SCOUTING THE COWBOYS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OKLAHOMA STATE 

“| don’t know anything about the new offensive coordinator, the guy from D-2 (Mike Yurcich). He's replacing Todd 
Monken, who's a sharp guy, (but head coach) Mike Gundy knows what he’s looking for with that offense. They've per- 
fected what they are doing over there, so they should be fine. ... They always have a lot of talent on the offensive 
side. It’s the same M.0. with them — pretty good offensively, average defensively. The kids will play hard and try to 
create a lot of turnovers, which helps them. ... They will still be a 4-3 defense, a cover-4. ... | think if they can find 
what they want to do offensively and go ahead and establish the quarterback situation, they’ (be better off. They 
have three who are pretty solid. Clint Chelf, J.W. Walsh, Wes Lunt — they can alt play. | think it will end up being 
Chelf, with either Walsh or Lunt leaving the program. ... That O-line is solid. If they have five offensive linemen, and 
you're blitzing six, you better pick up all six — that’s their coaching mentality. No excuses, ... | think they'll be one of 
the better teams in the Big 12. | just don’t know much about their offense as a whole. They could rely on the passing 
game more than ever after losing Joseph Randle. He was easily one of the best running backs in the league.” 


2012 RESULTS 
RECORD: 8-5, 5-4 (BIG 12) : 
Sept.1 Savannah State = W 84-0 


Sept.8 atArizona | L 38-59 
Sept.15 UL Lafayette W 65-24 
Sept.29 Texas ee Se 1 
Oct. 13 atKansas_ W 20-14 
Oct. 20 Iowa State __W _ 31-10 
Oct. 27 TCU W 36-14 
Nov. 3. atKansas State L 30-44 
Nov. 10 West Virginia W 55-34 
Nov. 17 Texas Tech W 59-21 


Nov.24 atOklahoma (ot) L_ 48-51 


Dec. 1 at Baylor el 34-41 


Jan. 1 _ vs. Purdue # W 58-14 
#Heart Of Dallas Bowl 


JEREMY SMITH 


2012 INDIVIDUAL 


STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Clint Chelf 197 119 1,588 15 6 
J.W. Walsh 163-109 1,564 13 3 
Wes Lunt 131-81 1,108 6 7 


RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Joseph Randle 274 1417 52 14 
JeremySmith 70 371 53 8 
DesmondRoland 46 301 65 4 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
JoshStewart 101 1,210 120 7 
CharlieMoore 35 542 15.5 6 
Blake Jackson 30 598 19.9 3 
Austin Hays 29 «39h «(13.6 2 


KICKING: Quinn Sharp, 28-34 FGs, 72-72 Ps, 
156 points 

TACKLES: Daytawion Lowe, 75; Alex Elkins, 75 
SACKS: Tyler Johnson, 4; Nigel Nicholas, 4 
INTERCEPTIONS: Three players tied with 2 


Returning Players in Bold 


2012 RANKINGS 


Offense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 45.7 ppg 1 3 
Rushing 215.3 ypg 2 2 
Passing 331.7 ypg 4 7 
Total 547.0 ypg 2 4 


Defense PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 28.2 ppg § 64 
Rushing 141.7 ypg 3 7 
Passing 280.0 ypg 7 110 
Total 421.7 ypg 6 80 


TOMargin + PerGame Big 12 National 
0 0.00 6 58 
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cornerback Justin Gilbert. “Now we get to play a lot more ag- 
gressive. And that’s going to be a lot better for us.” The starting 
cornerbacks didn't produce a single interception last year; the same 
guys each picked off five the previous season. Gilbert returns 
recommitted. He's one of the fastest players in the Big 12, and 
the coaches believe he'll thrive on the attack. Talented sophomores 
Kevin Peterson and Ashton Lampkin are battling for the corner 
spot opposite Gilbert. Depth is needed, which could result in in- 
coming freshmen Jerel Morrow, Darius Curry and Taylor Lewis 
getting a shot. Daytawion Lowe returns as a punishing playmaker 
at free safety, while former linebacker Lyndell Johnson has shifted 
to strong safety, a vulnerable spot a year ago. Shamiel Gary, a 2012 
starter, seemed to respond to competition in the spring. 


Gilbert is a dynamic kickoff return man and 
owns the school record with five returns for scores. And there are 
exciting possibilities for punt returns, including Stewart, who set 
up a touchdown in the bowl game with a 64-yarder against Pur- 
due. But the kicking and punting chores — a program staple — 
are in flux. Quinn Sharp, an annual Ray Guy and Lou Groza 
award candidate, leaves a major void. And the spring did little to 
offer clarity, with kicker Bobby Stonebraker and punter Michael 
Reichenstein failing to seize roles. True freshman Ben Grogan 
could claim both jobs with a strong preseason. 


HUDDLE 


Staff stability has been a program trademark under 
Mike Gundy. But for the first time in his tenure, the Cowboys are experiencing a 
Major makeover among the assistant coaches. Oklahoma State enters 2013 with 
four new coaches: offensive coordinator Mike Yurcich, receivers coach Jason Ray, 
defensive line coach Joe Bob Clements and safeties coach Tim Duffie. In addition, 
Glenn Spencer has been elevated to defensive coordinator, giving both sides of the 
ball a new voice. Still, Gundy expects business as usual. “They're good people, 
they're very intelligent football coaches,” Gundy says, “so they'll do very well dur- 
ing their time at Oklahoma State.” 


The Cowboys’ victory total dipped a bit in 2012. Yet even 
with an injury-influenced revolving door at quarterback, the Pokes continued to 
make offense their calling card, setting a school record at 547.0 yards per game. 
They finished third nationally in scoring offense at 45.7 points per game. Running 
back Joseph Randle must be replaced, but plenty of firepower returns, including the 
three OBs who started games a year ago; the top four receivers, including first-team 
All-Big 12 pick Josh Stewart (101 receptions, 1,210 yards), plus anticipated go-to 
receiver Tracy Moore, who returns from injury; and an experienced and proven line. 


Seems not long ago that Gundy was screaming, “I'm a man, 
I'm 40!” And yet “the rant” is now six years behind us, and despite the coach's con- 
tinued youthful appearance, Gundy is moving up the ranks of longest tenured 
coaches. Entering his ninth season, Gundy stands tied for 12th nationally among 
coaches in years at their current schools. At OSU, his nine-year run trails only the 
11-year stays of Pat Jones (1984-94) and Jim Lookabaugh (1939-49). Gundy, 67-35 
in his career, became the school’s all-time winningest coach last season, passing 
Jones, his coach at OSU. 


The Cowboys have taken on an air-it-out personality 
since going all in on the spread offense, yet they haven't done it at the expense of 
the running game. The Cowboys have run for at least 2,000 yards in seven straight 
seasons and finished first or second in rushing in the Big 12 five of those years. Je- 
remy Smith enters this season bidding to become OSU's fifth straight starting back 
to earn All-Big 12 honors at least once in his career, joining Randle, Keith Toston, 
Kendall Hunter and Dantrell Savage. 


For the fourth time in five seasons, Oklahoma State is 

breaking in a new offensive coordinator. Yurcich follows Todd Monken (2011-12), 
Dana Holgorsen (2010) and Gundy (2008-09) in the post. (Technically, Gunter Brewer 
was the offensive coordinator in ‘08-09, but Gundy called the plays.) The good news 
overall is that the Cowboys have not missed a beat with any of the changes, rolling 
up big offensive numbers every year. The good news for Yurcich is that the position 
has become a launching pad to head coaching gigs, with Monken, Holgorsen and 
Larry Fedora (2005-07) all landing jobs. 
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SIGNEES 


Mike Gundy and staff produced their typical recruiting class — a 
group rated as solid, yet lacking so-called star power. That's the an- 
nual outside perception at least. Inside staff meetings, Gundy and 
Co. have their own analysis — one that has led to the program's rise, 
producing All-Big 12 players, All-Americans and NFL Draft picks. 

“I've said this for a few years, and I'm not just trying to blow us up 
or pump my own tires up,” Gundy says. “We take a 2-star and make 
him a3; a3 and make him a 4; and a 4 and make him a 5. We really 
believe that's what we do.” 

The Cowboys signed 23 players, mostly 3- and 4-star players. 
Gundy calls it the best class he’s had at OSU, although the Cowboys 
didn't corral a single 5-star prospect and didn't sign a quarterback. 

The Cowboys addressed areas of major need, grabbing a pair of 
Texas running backs in Rennie 
Childs and Corion Webster. Both 
seem to fit OSU's spread offense 


BY POSITION 

Defensive Backs 6 as versatile backs who are explo- 
Defensive Linemen 6 Sive runners and capable receivers. 
Offensive Linemen 5 Answering a lack of depth at 
Running Backs 2 safety, the Cowboys added three, 
Wide Receivers 2 led by 4-star prospect Jordan 
Athletes 1 Sterns of Cibolo, Texas, who at 6'1" 
Kickers 1 and 195 pounds could be ready to 
BY STATE provide an immediate impact. 
Texas V1 Adding big bodies was an em- 
Georgia == 2.~—~—s«éphasis, with 11 linemen signing on. 
Kansas | Junior college defenders Sam 
Missouri 1 Wren and Ofa Hautau offer imme- 
Oklahoma 1 diate help, and 4-star end Naim 
Utah 1 Mustafaa — a freshman who ar- 


tived in January — continued the 
team’s recent recruiting success in Georgia. 

The Cowboys bolstered the passing game, landing 4-star receivers 
Marcell Ateman and Ra'Shaad Samples. Even with great depth at the 
position, both could push for playing time as freshmen. Punter and 
kicker Ben Grogan, a Texas prep standout with a strong leg, was a 
critical get, with both kicking chores up for grabs. 

OSU missed out on their quarterback targets, although it wasn't a 
position of priority. The Cowboys did lose longtime commitment Fred 
Ross, a 4-star prospect who switched to Mississippi State just before 
Signing Day. 


RB * RENNIE CHILDS + HOUSTON, TX 

Entering his final season at Houston's Cypress Ridge High, Rennie 
Childs had already established himself as a productive prep running 
back with a future. Then he altered his future — for the better. 

“Coming into my senior year, | wanted to make a change,” says the 
5°10", 180-pound Childs. “| wanted to change the way | ran. After 
watching Trent Richardson, | was like, ‘Dude, that’s how | want to 
fun.’ | wanted to be more explosive, lower my shoulder on somebody, 
run them over and really showcase my skills and what | can do.” 

Childs showed everyone, running for 1.945 yards and 19 touch- 
downs and earning second looks from several schools. When the 
Cowboys lost Joseph Randle to the NFL, they doubled back on Childs. 

“Rennie is the type of back that we need — a strong runner,” says 
OSU running backs coach Jemal Singleton. “You take a look at his 
film and you see that he’s not afraid to run a guy over, but he’s also 
got speed and elusiveness to run away from a guy.” 

That's the back Childs wanted to become. “Trent Richardson, he’s 
not my idol, | just like the way he runs,” Childs says. “I ain't scared 


of anybody. But | wanted to be more aggressive. | saw him running 


over people and | thought, ‘I can do that.” 


WR MARCELL ATEMAN 6-4, 190, DALLAS, TX 
Offense-Defense All-American. Ranked No. 25 wide receiver in the nation by Scout. 
Had 84 receptions for 1,584 yards and 27 TDs as a senior. 


ATH DAWSON BASSETT 6-4, 215, TUTTLE, OK 
Named first-team All-State at linebacker by the Oklahoma Coaches Association. 
Younger brother of former Oklahoma State football captain Cooper Bassett. 


RB RENNIE CHILDS 5-10, 180, HOUSTON, TX 
Named first-team All-District by the Houston Chronicle. Rushed for 1,945 yards 
and 19 TDs on 213 carries as a senior. 


OL ZACHARY CRABTREE 6-7, 275, MANSFIELD, TX 
Ranked No. 53 offensive tackle in the nation by Rivals. 


CB DARIUS CURRY 6-1, 190, FLOWERY BRANCH, GA 
Offense-Defense All-American. Ranked No. 23 cornerback in the country and No. 
36 prospect in Georgia by ESPN. Brother, C.J., is a receiver for Oklahoma State. 


S TRE FLOWERS 6-3, 180, CONVERSE, TX 
Ranked No. 32 safety in the country by Scout. Recorded 76 tackles and three INTs 
as a senior. 


OL BRANDON GARRETT 6-6, 285, DEER PARK, TX 
Transfer from Trinity Valley (Texas) Community College. Honorable mention All- 
Southwest Junior College Football Conference selection. 


K BEN GROGAN 6-1, 175, ARLINGTON, TX 
Ranked No. 9 kicker in the nation by ESPN. Named first-team Class 5A All-State by 
the Associated Press. 


DT OFA HAUTAU 6-2, 290, SALT LAKE CITY, UT 
Transfer from Snow (Utah) College. Named first-team All-American by the NJCAA 
and JC Gridwire. 


DT BEN HUGHES 6-3, 305, WACO, TX 
Ranked No. 31 defensive tackle in the nation and No. 44 prospect in Texas by ESPN. 


OL JACK KURZU 6-4, 310, ST. LOUIS, MO 
Ranked No. 32 guard in the country by Scout. Started his high school career at St. 
Thomas Aquinas in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Limited by injuries his senior season, 


DE VILI LEVENI 6-3, 255, HURST, TX 
Ranked No. 68 defensive end in the nation by Scout. Two-time first-team All-Dis- 
trict selection. 


CB TAYLOR LEWIS 6-0, 180, DALLAS, TX 
Father, Rod Lewis, played five seasons with the Houston Oilers/Tennessee Titans. 
Named defensive MVP by his team after making 52 tackles and four INTs as senior. 


CB JEREL MORROW 6-0, 180, EMPORIA, KS 
Offense-Defense All-American. Ranked No. 1 prospect in Kansas by ESPN and Ri- 
vals. 


DE NAIM MUSTAFAA 6-4, 235, COLLEGE PARK, GA 
Recorded 45 tackles, including 27 solo, six sacks and a forced fumble as a senior. 
Father, Najee Mustafaa, played in the NFL for seven seasons. 


S DERIC ROBERTSON 6-2, 195, KILLEEN, TX 
Ranked No. 35 safety in the nation by Rivals. Played in the USA Football Interna- 
tional Bowl. 


OL JESSE ROBINSON 6-6, 280, BEDFORD, TX 
Ranked No. 50 offensive tackle in the nation and No. 105 prospect in Texas by ESPN. 


OL JAXON SALINAS 6-4, 290, IRVING, TX 
Ranked No. 73 guard in the country by ESPN. Named second-team Class 5A All- 
State by the Associated Press. 


WR RA’SHAAD SAMPLES 5-11, 170, DALLAS, TX 
Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 19 wide receiver in the nation and No. 20 
prospect in Texas by ESPN, No. 30 receiver in the country by Athlon Sports. 


S JORDAN STERNS 6-1, 195, CIBOLO, TX 
Ranked No. 30 safety in the country by Scout. Named first-team Class 5A All-State 
by the Associated Press. 


DT VINCENT TAYLOR 6-3, 278, SAN ANTONIO, TX 

Ranked No. 24 defensive tackle in the nation and No. 39 prospect in Texas by 
ESPN. Named first-team Class 5A All-State by the Associated Press and Texas 
Sportswriters Association. 


RB CORION WEBSTER 5-11, 185, ATLANTA, TX 

Ranked No. 12 all-purpose back in the country by Rivals and No. 39 player in Texas 
by ESPN. 

DE SAM WREN 6-3, 260, PALESTINE, TX 

Transfer from Arizona Western Community College. First-team All-Western States 
Football League selection. Recorded 14.5 sacks to rank second in the nation in “12. 
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NATIONAL FORECAST: 20 // BIG 12 PREDICTION: 4 


here’s a tangible sense of optimism surrounding TCU as it prepares for its second season in 
the Big 12. Most of the good vibes are directly related to the return of quarterback Casey 
Pachall and running back Waymon James, both of whom missed much of the 2012 season. 
Their return to the offense in 2013 gives TCU legitimate hopes of challenging for the league 
title. Of course, the Frogs’ defense, the best in the Big 12 a year ago, is the other side of that positive 
equation. 

Coach Gary Patterson has a veteran team — as many as 15 of the projected starting 22 players are 
juniors or seniors. That wasn’t the case in 2012, when TCU fielded one of the youngest teams in the 
country, tying LSU and North Carolina with 28 combined true and redshirt fresh- 
men seeing action. 

“This is finally a year where we're a little bit older,” Patterson said during spring 
camp. “The last two years we've been young, so the guys know what they're doing.” 

But two big areas of concern could cause TCU a lot of problems. The offensive line 
is thin and inexperienced. The linebacker corps, long a steady cornerstone of the Frogs’ 
defense, is dreadfully lacking in depth. 


QUARTERBACKS Pachall’s return to the team in January may mark the beginning 
of one of the better comeback stories in college football. Pachall left school after four 
games in 2012 to seek treatment for substance abuse. Trevone Boykin replaced Pachall 
and performed admirably under adverse conditions, Not only was Boykin, then a red- 
shirt freshman, learning by fire, but he also had to do it at times without a full com- 
plement of running backs and with a sometimes-suspect offensive line. TCU declined 
to name a No. | starter in the spring, but it’s clear Pachall has the upper hand. Read- 
ing between the lines of Patterson's spring comments, Pachall so far has proven he de- 
serves a second chance to reclaim control of the offense. Both quarterbacks possess 
physical attributes that complement the other — Pachall has a pro-worthy arm, a bet- 
ter understanding of the offense, and the skill to react quickly with his arm. Boykin, 
conversely, is much better at improvising with his feet and undoubtedly will show im- 
provement with his reads with more experience. Expect Pachall to be under center 
come September with Boykin serving as a sturdy backup who takes snaps on some 
short-yardage plays. 


RUNNING BACKS James’ return to health will be a huge plus for the Frogs’ rush- 
ing attack. He led TCU with 875 rushing yards in 2011 and was off to a great start last 
season before suffering a season-ending knee injury in 
Week 2. James didn't see much action in spring camp 
but is expected to be fully recovered for the season. B.J. 
Catalon stepped up to lead the team with 582 yards 
rushing as a true freshman and had a great spring, ac- 
cording to Patterson. Aaron Green, who had to sit out 
2012 after transferring from Nebraska, is poised to be 
the third piece in TCU’s rotating rushing attack. In- 
coming freshman Kyle Hicks, the Frogs’ top 2013 re- 
cruit, could add depth to the backfield. 


RECEIVERS The steadiest part of TCU football 
over the last four or five years has been its dependable 
receivers. That should remain the case in 2013 as the bulk of the unit returns. Although none of the 
10 listed on the spring depth chart is a senior, most have plenty of experience. LaDarius Brown's 
emergence in 2012 gave TCU a big, physical target with big-play ability. He caught 27 passes for 385 
yards as a freshman. Brandon Carter is the leading returning receiver with 36 catches for 590 yards. 
The addition of transfers JaJuan Story (Florida) and Josh Doctson (Wyoming), both sophomores, 
gives the unit experienced depth. “Our wideouts can really run,” Patterson says. “I’m not sure this isn't 
the fastest we've been since I’ve been here in 16 years.” The moves to receiver of former quarterback 
Matt Brown and former defensive back Deanté Gray also provide depth. Tight end Stephen Bryant 
returns after a season-ending injury last August. Bryant, a junior, and sophomore Griffin Gilbert, who 
started five games as a true freshman, will see most of the playing time. 


2013 PROJECTION: 8-4, 6-3 BIG 12 


[THE VERDICT | 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


2013 SCHEDULE 
AUGUST 

31 vs. LSU # 
SEPTEMBER 

7 SE Louisiana 

12 at Texas Tech 


28 SMU “% 
OCTOBER 

5 at Oklahoma 

12 Kansas 

19 at Oklahoma State 
26 Texas Ms 
NOVEMBER 


2 West Virginia 
9 at lowa State 
16 at Kansas State 
30 Baylor 


#Arlington, 1K 


JASON VERRETT 


After a solid debut season in the Big 12, the Horned Frogs have their sights set on a conference 
title. Trevone Boykin was solid at quarterback last year, but Casey Pachall’s return to the lineup 
should improve the Horned Frogs’ passing attack. The ground game should also see improvement, 
but the offensive line is a concern with the departure of two starters. The defense, with nine 
starters back, should be the best in the Big 12. The schedule is daunting; the Frogs play LSU in 
non-conference action and must play at Oklahoma and Oklahoma State. TCU cannot afford to lose 
both games in the Sooner State. Postseason: Meineke Car Care of Texas Bowl ys. Indiana 
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OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Depth is the big issue with TCU’s line, the lone area of the offense with 
big questions remaining to be answered. Three starters return — center Eric Tausch and tackles 
Tayo Fabuluje and Aviante Collins. But the guard positions remain unclear. Joey Hunt and Michael 
Thompson, who's returning from an injury, are atop the depth chart, but Patterson said both left 
much to prove in the spring. In addition, Tausch and Hunt, who is also the backup center, both had 
issues during spring drills with sloppy snaps. “We're not happy with either one of them right now,” 
said Patterson during the spring. “They both need to get better. We've had a snap over the head, snap 
on the ground. We've got to get better at that position.” Junior college transfer Lloyd Tunstill is ex- 
pected to provide depth at guard and could end up earning a starting spot. Senior right tackle James 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 3 Brandon Carter (Jr.) 
WR 85 LaDarius Brown (So.) 
WR 1 Ja‘Juan Story (So.} 


LT 59. Tayo Fabuluje (Jr.) 
LG 56 Joey Hunt (So.) 


20 DeantéGray (So) 
9 Josh Doctson {So.) 
14 David Porter (Jr.) 


74 Halapoulivaati Vaitai (So.) 


I § Lloyd Tunstitt Jr.) 
C 73 EricTausch(Sr.) 56 Joey Hunt (So.) 


RG 71 Michael Thompson (Jr.) 75 John Wooldridge (Sr.) ‘ 
RT 69 Aviante Collins (So.) ~ James Dunbar (Sr.) 
TE 49 Stephen Bryant (Jr) 87 Griffin Gilbert (So.) 


QB 4 Casey Pachall (Sr) 2 Trevone Boykin (So.) 


RB 32 Waymon James (Sr.] 2B BJ. Cataton (So.) 


DEFENSE (9) 
LE 97 Jon Koontz (Sr.) 91 Matt Anderson (Jr.) 


DT 96 ChuckyHunter(Jr.) 99 TerrellLathan(So.) 


DT 57 DavionPierson(So.) 98 Jon Lewis (Jr) 
RE 95 DevonteFields(So.) 40 James McFarland (So.) _ 


SLB 54 Marcus Mallet (Jr) 47 Paul Dawson (Jr.) 


MLB 36 Joel el Hasley (Jr.) 41 Jonathan Anderson (Jr.) 
CB 2 JasonVerrett(Sr.) 16 Keivon Gamble (Sr.) 


CB 25 KevinWhite(Jr.) 13 David Jenkins (So.) 
SS 17 Sam Carter (Jr.) 26 Derrick Kindred (So.) 
FS Elisha Olabode(Sr.) 28 Geoff Hooker (Jr.] 


WS 1 ChrisHackett(So.) 21 Zach Jackson (F.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 33 Jaden Oberkrom(So.) KR 3 Brandon Carter (Jr.) 
P 37 EthanPerry(So.) PR 20 DeantéGray(So.) 


o 
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Dunbar returned to the team after missing the 2012 season for ac- 
ademic reasons. He could end up being an important component of 
the line — either at guard or tackle — after thus far performing up 
to expectations. Halapoulivaati Vaitai and early enrollee Eason Fromayan provide depth at left tackle 
and could fill in at guard if necessary. “All those guys make us better going into the fall,” Patterson 
says. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Right defensive end Devonte Fields burst onto the scene as the Associ- 
ated Press Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year after recording 18.5 tackles for a loss and 10 sacks. He's 
one of three returning starters to the Frogs’ line, perhaps the deepest area of the team. Fields will try 
to build on his impressive freshman season without his counterpart, Stansly Maponga, who provided 
an imposing challenge for offenses on the left side. Maponga left early for the NFL, leaving TCU a 
little short on experience on the left side. Former walk-on Jon Koonw started four games at left end 
in 2012 and is the lone senior defensive lineman on the Frogs’ depth chart. Defensive tackles Chucky 
Hunter and Davion Pierson return as starters. The pair combined for 13.5 tackles for a loss and seven 
sacks. Defensive ends Matt Anderson and James McFarland impressed Patterson during the spring. 
Anderson has battled injuries for much of his TCU career but is finally healthy for 2013. “He's really 
kind of brought a toughness and been a guy who has been in there making some plays,” Patterson 
says. “I’m kind of excited about that.” 


LINEBACKERS The biggest question for the defense is at linebacker. Returning starter Joel Hasley, 
a former walk-on, joins Marcus Mallet atop the depth chart, but frequent rotations could be the 
norm here in 2013, as was the case in 2012. Former safety Jonathan Anderson moved to linebacker 
in the spring and could fight Hasley for the starting spot at middle linebacker. Paul Dawson, who led 
TCU with seven special teams tackles last season, provides depth behind Mallet. In TCU’s 4-2-5 
scheme, the linebackers have to be quick in coverage, and Hasley found that out the hard way on sev- 
eral occasions, despite finishing 2012 second on the team with 79 tackles. “Somebody is going to have 
to step up,” Patterson says. “They're not where we want them to be.” 


TCU's defense 
forced an average 
of 5.7 three-and- 
outs per game, sec- 
ond only to Florida State's 6.3. 
Opponents converted 30.0 percent 
on third down against the Frogs. 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH 

Gary Patterson 

RECORD AT SCHOOL 

116-36 (12 years) 

CAREER RECORD 

116-36 (12 years) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS 
Jarrett Anderson, Rusty Burns 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
Dick Bumpas 

LOCATION 

Fort Worth, TX 

STADIUM 

Amon G. Carter Stadium (45,000) 


KEY HORNED FROGS 


Casey Pachall, QB Leads 
all active quarterbacks with 
a career passing efficiency 
rating of 163.1. 

Waymon James, RB Led TCU in rushing 
with 875 yards in 2011 and was averaging 
9.9 yards per carry in 2012 before going 
down with a season-ending knee injury in 
Week 2. 


Devonte Fields, DE The Associated 
Press Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year 
led the league with 18.5 tackles for a loss 
and was third with 10 sacks as a true 
freshman. 

Jason Verrett, CB An All-American who 
led the Big 12 with six interceptions and 
22 passes defended. 

Brandon Carter, WR Consistently pro- 
vides a big-play threat and is TCU’s lead- 
ing returning receiver with 590 yards and 
six touchdowns. 


KEY LOSSES 


Josh Boyce, WR Consistent game- 
changer for the last three seasons as 
TCU’s leading receiver. Left early for the 
NFL Draft. 

Stansly Maponga, DE Another early NFL 
Draft entrant, Maponga was a steady 
force on the defensive line for the past 
three seasons. 


Matthew Tucker, RB A four-year main- 
stay in the backfield, Tucker was a big 
and physical ball-carrier who was effec- 
tive close to the goal line. 

Kenny Cain, LB Two-year starter 
stepped up to lead the Frogs in tackles 
the last two seasons. 

Blaize Foltz, Started 27 games and 
provided strong leadership and sturdy 
protection on the right side of the offen- 
sive line. 


RISING STAR 


Florida transfer Ja’ Juan Story could give 
TCU's offense a much-needed jolt with his 
blazing speed. By all accounts, the re- 
ceiver impressed coaches during spring 
camp. Story, a former top-50 national re- 
cruit, could help fill the void left by Josh 
Boyce, who left early for the NFL. 
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Layne Murdoch 


2013 TCU ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 72 Thompson, Bobby 6-6/310 So. Midland, TX 
11. Allen, Zach 6-3/185 Fr. Temple, TX | 71 Thompson, Michael 6-5/352 Jr. Farmersville, TX 
2 Boykin, Trevone 6-2/215 So. Mesquite, TX | 78 Tutcher, Nick 6-4/290 Sr. Houston, TX 
15 Kujak, Scott 6-4/205 So. _ New Port Richey, FL 74 Vaitai, Halapoulivaati 6-6/305 So. Haltom, TX 
12 Matthews, Tyler 6-3/215 Fr. Wichita, KS | 75 Wooldridge, John —6-5/310 Sr. Houston, TX” 
4 Pachall, Casey 6-5/230 Sr. Brownwood, TX DEFENSIVELINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
17 Patterson, Josh 6-0/245 Jr. Rozel, KS : 
18 Snyder, Carson UII Fr Aledo, TK 91 Anderson, Matt 6-3/245 Sr. Vanderbilt, TX 
- : - - * 55 Awe, Femi 6-3/248 Sr. Mansfield, TX 
RUNNING BACKS HTT CL HOMETOWN | 92 Burns, Ray 6-1/305 Sr Maud, TX 
23 Catalon, B.J. 5-9/185 So. Houston, X_ | 35 Carraway, Josh 64/235 So. ‘Flower Mound, TX 
2 Green,Aaron ———_5-11/190 So. San Antonio, 1X | 95 Fields, Devonte 6-4/240 So. “Arlington, TX 
27 Green, Leekus 5-6/165 Sr. Katy, 1X | 58° House, Bryant 6-0/267 St Maud, TX 
32_James,Waymon —_5-8/203 Sr. Sherman, 1X | 96 Hunter, Chucky 6-1/305 Jr. West Monroe, LA 
4 Moore, Jordan 6-3/210 So. Lithonia, GA_ | §3 Johnson, David 6-2/270 Jr. ~~ Argyle, TX 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 97 Koontz, Jon 6-2/265 Sr. Aledo, TX 
85 Brown, LaDarius 6-4/220 So. Waxahachie, TX 99 Lathan, Terrell 6-5/270 So. West Monroe, LA 
10 Brown, Matt 6-1/189 Jr “Allen, TX 98 Lewis, Jon 6-2/290 Sr. == “Spring, TX 1X” 
3 Carter, Brandon 5-19/161 Jr. Euless,1X | 40 McFarland, James 6-3/240 So. West Monroe, LA 
81 Desormeaux, Bailey 6-3/195 Jr. ___ Sugar Land, TX 93 Mosharrafa, Michael 6- 3/210 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
9 Doctson, Josh — 6-4/185 So. ~ Mansfield, TX 94 Oney, Taylor 6-4/250 Jr. The Woodlands, TX 
89 Gloria, Hector 5-9/185 So. Eagle Pass, TX 57 Pierson, Davion 6-2/305 So. Oklahoma City, OK 
89 Gloria, Hector 5-9/185 So. Eagle Pass, TX 59 Williams, Russell 64/265 Jr. Eastland, TX 
20 Gray, Deante” “5-10/180 So. Houston, TX LINEBACK’ HT, cL 
31 Killpatrick, Devin 5-11/165 So. Pearland, TX 18 Ad oe Al on 5 it cs Hi 
7 Ustenbee, Kolby  6-1/185 So. Arlington, Tk pn As eh ae ae 
0 Miler a 5 S970 Fi Dallas TK 41 Anderson, Jonathan 6-3/225 Jr. Corpus Christi, TX a 
7 ii val a al! Farid - Fuad Talon My 9 Christensen, Colten 5-9/185 Jr. R. Santa Margarita, CA" 
Gee f__raratise ov | G7 Dawson, Paul 6-2/280 Sr. Dallas, TK 
80 Orradre, Mason 6-1/192 So. San Luis Obispo, CA 
- ~ 36 Hasley, Joel 61/220 Ir. Aledo, TX 
36 Patterson, Rahmaan 6-1/200 Jr. St. Paul, MN TY aT a 
14 Porter, David 6-0/195 Jr. DeSoto, TX 54 Mallet, Marcus 6-1/216 _ Jr Cleveland, TX 
T Story, Ja'Juan 6-6/208 So. Brooksville, FL | “Us Newey. Max _ 61/228 $0. Boulder, CO 
“ ———_- 42 Okonofua, Peter 6-2/240 Sr. Mansfield, TX 
36 Taylor, Phil 5-11/188_ So. ___ Lake Forest, CA 34 Re J 5-11/205 fi — Phoenix, AZ 
88 White,Cam ——6-3/200 Jr. DeSoto; 1X). | ee ss om 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN | DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
83 Ballard, Gerren __6-6/250 Fr. __Whitewright, 1x | 14 Campbell, Tanner _6-2/200_St,_Houston, TX 
42 Benuska, Luke  —6-6/255 So. San Marino, cA | 17 Carter, Sam 61/220 Jr. Mf, TX 
49 Bryant, Stephen $-5/062 It. New Deal, TX 16 Gamble, Keivon 5-10/180 Sr. Dallas, 1X 
86 Burtnett, Bryson 6-5/225 F.___ Springtown, TX 27 Garrett, Travoskey 6-1/195 So. Lufkin, TX 
87 Gilbert, Griffin 6-8/220 So. Austin, 1X | 12 Griffin, Kolby __5-11/181 So. Houston, 1X 
80 Jones, Buck 6-4)208 Fr Matthews, WC | 1 Hackett. Chris 6-220 _ So. Tyler, % 
84 Merka, Dominic 6-4/230 So. Crosby, 1x | 28 Hooker, Geoff §-10/180 Jr. Sherman, TX 
43 Murphy, Cliff ~'-4/280 Jr. Little Elm, TX 21 Jackson, Zach 6-0/185 Fr. Snellville, GA 
48 Stephens, Carl 6-4/250 ‘Fr. San Antonio, 1X o oo ia alu = : pein 
enkins, William fs r. int of Rocks, MD 
piimiatie sora Ne Mnnery. | 26 Kite Derick ——§-10/202 So. San Antoni, T 
pene Se eal 33 Lewis, Robert 5-11/165 Jr. Atlanta, GA 
76 Childs, Chad 6-5/300 Fr. La Grange, TX F Olabode, Elish 540/192 Sr. Cedar Hill TX 
67 Clifford, Michael 6-3/285 Sr. Fat ee : cial 
a 23 Thomas, Trent 5-11/190 Sr. Brenham, TX 
69 Collins, Aviante 6-6/310 So. Houston, TX 
5 Dunbar James 6-6)305 Sr. New Boston, TX 2 Verrett, Jason 5-10/180 Sr. _ Fairfield, CA 
59 Fabuluje, Tayo 6-7/18 ar. Gules, TK | emt. Kevin BeTW/I76 Je. Round Rack, 1% 
65 Foltz,Brady  -6-4/300 So. Rose Hill, KS. | SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
51 Fromayan, Eason 6-5/285 Fr. Alpharetta, GA | 40 Armendarez, Phiip (K/P) 6-0/195 Jr. Lubbock, TX 
56 Hunt, Joey ~ 6-3/285 So. ElCampo, 1 | 24 DeNucci,Ryan(K) 5-10/190 Jr. Austin, TX 
60 MacCrory, Michael 6-1/275 Fr. Houston, TX 62. Fauntleroy, Griffin (LS) 5-6/185 Sr. Temecula, CA 
61 Morgan, Rich 6-3/309 Sr. Burlington, KY | 63 Gibson, Quade (LS) 6-1/200 So. Granbury, TX 
77 Naff,Jamelle 64/311 So. Del City, OK | 33 Oberkrom, Jaden (K) 6-3/182 So. Arlington, TX 
73. Tausch, Eric 6-3/300 Sr. Plano, TX 37 Perry, Ethan (P) 6-1 4/230 So. __Spring Branch, TX 


SCOUTING THE HORNED FROGS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TCU 


as anybody in our conference. ... 


team all the way around. ... 


think — so they will be even better. ... 


“How good is (quarterback) Casey Pachall? Very talented. Good athlete. Good thrower. Helluva competitor. The com- 
petitor part, he’s kind of like Collin Klein, who's not fastest in the world, not a great thrower, but a helluva competi- 
tor. Loves to play. Pachall is similar. | think TCU is welcoming him back with open arms. With the stuff he's been 
through, you will find out a lot about him. If football is as important to him as he says, they are getting a heckuva 
player, and he'll last. If that’s not true, then they'll know pretty soon. If he’s truly out of the doghouse, he’s as good 
They played with some young offensive linemen a year ago — some true freshmen, | 
Josh Boyce was one of the most underrated receivers in the Big 12. | really 
thought he was talented and versatile. They will miss him. ... They are deep on defense. They are good at every posi- 
tion. They have corners who play man coverage. They can get a pass rush on a quarterback with a four-man rush. 
They'll miss (end) Stansly Maponga, but overall they should be fine. The linebackers are solid. Very solid football 
That youth on offense hurt them at times. ... 
linemen, so they can run them in and out.” 


They did a great job recruiting defensive 


2012 RESULTS 


RECORD: 7-6, 4~5 (BIG 12) 


Sept. 8 Grambling W 56-0 
Sept.15 at Kansas W 20-6 
Sept.22 Virginia Wso27-7 
Sept.29 at SMU W = 26-16 
Oct. 6  lowa State L 23-37 
Oct. 13 at Baylor W 49-21 
Oct. 20 Texas Tech ot) L 53-56 
Oct. 27 atOklahomaState Ll 14-36 
Nov. 3 atWest Virginia {ot} W 39-38 
Nov.10 KansasState  L 10-23 
Nov. 22 at Texas WwW 20-13 
Dec. 1 Oklahoma lL 17-24 
Dec.29 vs. MichiganState# L 16-17, 

"#Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl 


LADARIUS BROWN 
2012 INDIVIDUAL 


STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Trevone Boykin 292 167 2,054 15 10 


CaseyPachall 97 64 948 10 1 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
B.J. Catalon 123. «582 (4.7 «0 
Matthew Tucker 118 516 44 6 
Trevone Boykin 127 417 3.3 3 
Aundre Dean 63 278 OO 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Josh Boyce 66 COB: 
BrandonCarter 36 590 164 6 


Skye Dawson 3% 455 13.41 
LaDarius Brown 27 385 


KICKING: Jaden Oberkrom, 22-30 Fés, 42-42 XPs, 
108 points 

TACKLES: Kenny Cain, 86; Joel Hasley, 79 

SACKS: Devonte Fields, 10 

INTERCEPTIONS: Jason Verrett, 6 


Returning Players in Bold 


2012 RANKINGS 


Offense PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 28.3 ppg 8 66 
Rushing 152.1 ypg 8 65 
Passing 236.5 ypg 7 61 
Total 388.6 ypg 8 72 
Defense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 22.6 ppg 2 30 
Rushing 105.4 ypg 1 10 
Passing 218.5 ypg 4 42 
Total 323.9 ypg 1 16 
TOMargin PerGame Big 12 National 


+3 +0.23 4 47 
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ATHLON SPORTS.COM 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The most experienced part of the team 
is the secondary. All five starters return, including All-America 
cornerback Jason Verrett, who intercepted a Big 12-best six passes. 
The experience bodes well for TCU, which has seen its defense 
thrive with older and more experienced defensive backs. Strong 
safety Sam Carter (four interceptions in 2012) leads the crew of 
safeties, which collected 10 of the team’s 21 interceptions. Not 
only is TCU’s secondary deep, but it’s also young. Verrett, start- 
ing free safety Elisha Olabode (four interceptions and 71 tackles 
last season), reserve safety Trent Thomas and backup cornerback 
Keivon Gamble are the only seniors in the unit. Cornerbacks 
David Jenkins, who transferred from LSU, and Travoskey Garrett 
are potential breakout defenders. Sophomore safety Derrick Kin- 
dred worked at strong and weak safety during the spring and 
could be a big-play factor in numerous roles. 


SPECIALISTS Both kicker Jaden Oberkrom and punter Ethan 
Perry performed well as true freshmen last season. Oberkom made 
22-of-30 field goals, including all six attempts in a triple-overtime 
loss to Texas Tech, which left him one shy of tying an NCAA sin- 
gle-game record. Perry's 44.5-yard punting average is the second- 
best all-time at TCU and the best since 1981. Gray's career 
opened with a bang when he returned his first punt 70 yards for 
a score in the 2012 season opener, finishing the game with a 
TCU-record 160 punt return yards. Gray, Verrett and Brandon 
Carter could all be used on punt and kick returns. Carter had a 
TCU season-long 63-yard kickoff return. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


POINT TAKEN TCU led the Big 12 in nearly every defensive category but was sec- 
ond in points allowed (22.6 ppg) behind Kansas State (22.1 ppg). But if you take 
away the 27 points the Frogs allowed in overtime, TCU would have led in that cate- 
gory, too, with an average of 20.5 points allowed per game. 


PICK YOUR POISON TCU’s defense intercepted 21 passes in 2012, tied for fourth 
nationally. It's the most interceptions for the Frogs since they led the nation with 26 
in 2005. TCU had 10 picks in 2011 and 12 in 2010. TCU had at least one pick in 11 of 
its 13 games in 2012. Eight Frogs had interceptions, including five players with two 
or more. The Frogs’ five interceptions against SMU last season are the most in a 
game under Gary Patterson. 


NEW DIGS, NEW FIELD TCU resurfaced its field at Amon G. Carter Stadium in the 
spring. Renovations included improving the drainage system and installing im- 
proved natural grass. Before the 2012 season, the stadium was completely reno- 
vated for about $164 million. 


FILLING THE VOID Receiver LaDarius Brown is expected to take a bigger role in the 
TCU offense with the void left by Josh Boyce’s departure. As a redshirt freshman, he 
had 385 yards and five touchdowns on 27 receptions. He ranked second nationally 
among freshmen (min. 25 catches) with a touchdown every 5.4 receptions. 


FRESHMAN LEADER B.J. Catalon led TCU in rushing with 582 yards in 2012 after 
workhorses Waymon James and Matthew Tucker were either sidelined or hampered 
by injuries. Catalon became the first freshman to lead the Frogs in rushing since 
Robert Merrill in 2003. The last true freshman to lead TCU’s rush attack was Lonta 
Hobbs in ‘02. Catalon picked up steam as the season wore on, too. He led the Frogs 
in rushing in six of TCU’s last nine games. 


TO RUN ISTO WIN A strong running game equals wins for TCU under Patterson. 
The Frogs have won 47 consecutive games when their rushing yards exceed their 
passing yards. Under Patterson, the Frogs are 64-3 when rushing for at least 200 
yards. 


EIGHT IS ENOUGH Trevone Boykin may not be the starter in 2013, but he accom- 
plished something that TCU legendary quarterbacks Sammy Baugh, Davey O'Brien or 
Andy Dalton never did. Boykin became the first TCU quarterback with four touch- 
down passes in consecutive games, against Baylor and Texas Tech in his second and 
third career starts. Under Patterson, only two quarterbacks — Casey Pachall in 

2011 and Jeff Ballard in 2006 — have thrown five touchdowns in a game. 
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2013 SIGNEES 


Home is where the heart is, they say. And TCU is hoping the heart 
remains close to home, as in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, a FBS 
football talent hotbed. Just under half of TCU’s 2013 class is from the 
OFW area, which coach Gary Patterson has publicly touted as a cru- 
cial recruiting ground for the Horned Frogs to compete in the Big 12. 
For the second consecutive year, TCU nabbed a 4-star recruit from 
Arlington Martin High School. Running back Kyle Hicks, rated as the 
No. 3 running back in Texas, is quick and hard to bring down. He high- 
lights the Frogs’ 23-man signing class, which also includes Trevor- 
ris Johnson, who was rated the No. 7 running back in Texas by Scout, 
and Tevin Lawson, a 4-star defensive tackle from Louisiana. 

TCU also signed four offensive linemen, four defensive backs, three 
linebackers and three receivers. Three recruits enrolled early and 
participated in spring camp, in- 


BREAKDOWN cluding offensive tackle Eason 
BY POSITION Fromayan, from Alpharetta, Ga. 
Defensive Backs n The jumpstart for Fromayan could 
Offensive Linemen 4 help him immediately solidify 
Defensive Linemen 2 TCU's depleted line as a freshman 
Linebackers 3 in 2013. Junior college transfer 
Wide Receivers 3 Lloyd Tunstill will also be expected 
Running Backs 2 —_tocontribute at the guard position. 
TightEnds 2 Guard Patrick Morris and tackle 
Athletes _1 Joseph Noteboom round out the 
Quarterbacks 1_—S——_group of beefy offensive linemen in 
BY STATE the class. 

Texas 7 “We really felt like we needed to 
California .+~«2+~—~—_<get ‘bigger up front,” Patterson 
Louisiana 2 says. “Both (Tunstill and Morris) 
Alabama Me are very physical. The biggest thing 
Georgia 1 is if you want to win this confer- 


ence, from what I've seen, it's got 
to be up front. The defensive and offensive lines. So that’s a point of 
contention as we move on and how we need to recruit and what we 
need to do to make sure we keep getting better at those two phases,” 

The other two early enrollees were quarterback Zach Allen and tight 
end Bryson Burtnett. 

Seventeen of the 23 signees are from Texas, including 12 from local 
or neighboring counties. One is linebacker Sammy Douglas from Ar- 
ington High School. Douglas and fellow linebackers Dac Shaw and 
Paul Whitmill will help provide depth where TCU needs it most. 


SPOTLIGHT ON ... 
RB « KYLE HICKS + ARLINGTON, TX 

TCU's move to the Big 12 was expected to help the Horned Frogs at- 
tract a better crop of recruits. So far that's held true, and the gem of 
the 2013 class is Kyle Hicks, from nearby Arlington, Texas. 

The 4-star tailback grew up playing with current TCU defensive end 
Devonte Fields, who earned Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year hon- 
ors in 2012. They were grade school teammates and later played to- 
gether at Martin High School. Hicks committed to Texas as a junior 
but switched to TCU in December 2012 after deciding he felt more 
comfortable closer to home. On Signing Day, he expressed relief that 
his family would be able to make a 15-minute drive to see him play 
at TCU as opposed to three-hour drive to Austin. 

The day he made it official, Hicks wore a purple bow tie in honor 
of his choice. 

“This was actually my mom,” Hicks told WFAA-TV. “I give her all the 
credit. She picked out the bow tie and the shirt. | told her | wanted 
to switch it up. This is actually my first time wearing a bow tie, so | 
said on Signing Day, I'm going to switch it up. I'm going with a bow 
tie.” 

He switched up his commitment, too, and TCU fans rejoiced. 


QB ZACH ALLEN 6-3, 185, TEMPLE, TX 
No. 12 quarterback in Texas and No. 67 quarterback in the nation by Scout. Named 
Class 5A Co-Offensive Player of the Year by the Temple Daily Telegram as a senior. 


WR ANTOINE 5-11, 195, LOREAUVILLE, LA 
First-team Class 2A All-State by the Louisiana Sportswriter Association. Rushed 
for 1,399 yards with 26 TDs and added 538 receiving yards with six TDs as a senior. 


S GEORGE BALTIMORE 6-0, 205, MANSFIELD, TX 
Ranked No. 7 safety in Texas and No. 51 safety in the country by Scout. Named to 
the Tarrant County Terrific 25 by the Star-Telegram. 


TE BRYSON BURTNETT 6-5, 225, SPRINGTOWN, TX 
Ranked No. 6 tight end in Texas and No. 40 tight end in the nation by Scout. Unani- 
mous All-District 6-3A selection at defensive end as a senior. 


CB CYDNEY CALVIN 6-1, 175, FRISCO, TX 
Ranked No. 7 cornerback in Texas and No. 78 cornerback in the country by Scout. 
Named team’s Most Improved Player and Special Team's MVP as a senior. 


LB SAMMY DOUGLAS 6-3, 195, ARLINGTON, TX 
Ranked No. 3 outside linebacker in Texas and No. 28 outside linebacker in the na- 
tion by Scout. Named first-team All-State by the Associated Press. 


WR CAMERON ECHOLS-LUPER 6-0, 190, AUBURN, AL 
Ranked No. 7 receiver in Alabama and No. 19 prospect in the state by Scout. His 
father, Curtis Luper, is TCU's wide receivers coach. 


OL EASON FROMAYAN 6-5, 285, ALPHARETTA, GA 
Ranked No. 11 offensive tackle in Georgia and No. 90 offensive tackle in the nation 
by Scout. Named first-team Class 6A All-State by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 


DE BRYSON HENDERSON 6-4, 245, MANSFIELD, TX 
Ranked No. 10 defensive end in Texas and No. 63 defensive end in the country by 
Scout. Named to the Tarrant County Terrific 25 by the Star-Telegram. 


RB KYLE HICKS 5-10, 190, ARLINGTON, TX 
Ranked No. 3 running back in Texas and No. 141 player in the nation by Scout. 
Named to the Tarrant County Terrific 25 by the Star-Telegram. 


ATH DENZEL JOHNSON 6-2, 205, GAINESVILLE, TX 
Passed for 1,117 yards with 12 TDs and rushed for 1,064 yards with 10 TDs while 
being named District 9-3A MVP as a senior. 


RB TREVORRIS JOHNSON 5-11, 205, HOUSTON, TX 
Ranked No. 7 running back in Texas and No. 45 running back in the country by 
Scout. Rushed for 2,115 yards and 19 TDs as a senior. 


DL TEVIN LAWSON 6-4, 280, DENHAM SPRINGS, LA 
Offense-Defense All-American. Ranked No. 6 defensive tackle in the nation and 
No. 6 prospect in Louisiana by ESPN. 


OL PATRICK MORRIS 6-3, 288, DENTON, TX 
Ranked No. 2 center in Texas and No. 8 center in the country by Scout. Named 
Class 4A All-State by the Associated Press. 


OL JOSEPH NOTEBOOM 6-5, 260, PLANO, TX 
Ranked No. 12 offensive tackle in Texas and No. 99 tackle in the nation by Scout. 
Named honorable mention All-State by the Associated Press. 


TE CHARLIE REID 6-4, 225, FORT WORTH, TX 
MaxPreps Small Schools All-American. Ranked the No. 4 tight end in Texas and 
No. 35 tight end in the country by Scout. 


LB DAC SHAW 6-2, 200, MINEOLA, TX 

Ranked No. 4 outside linebacker in Texas by Scout, No. 53 prospect in the state by 
Rivals. 

WR TY SLANINA 6-0, 182, EAST BERNARD, TX 

MaxPreps Small School's All-American. Ranked No. 16 wide receiver in Texas and 
No. 58 receiver in the nation by Scout. 


CB RANTHONY TEXADA 5-10, 160, FRISCO, TX 
Ranked No. 5 cornerback in Texas and No. 43 cornerback in the country by Scout. 
Had 63 tackles, 4 INTs and 22 pass breakups as a senior. 


DE MIKE TUAUA 6-3, 260, ROHNERT PARK, CA 

Transfer from Santa Rosa (Calif.) Junior College. Totaled 68 tackles, including 16.5 
for loss and 8 sacks in 2012. 

OL LLOYD TUNSTILL 6-4, 305, SANTA CLARITA, CA 

Transfer from College of the Canyons (Calif.). All-conference selection at left 
tackle the last two seasons, 

CB STEVE WESLEY 6-0, 175, ARLINGTON, TX 

Ranked No. 6 cornerback in Texas and No. 58 cornerback in the nation by Scout. 
Named to the Tarrant County Terrific 25 by the Star-Telegram. 

LB PAUL WHITMILL 5-11, 200, BASTROP TX 

Appeared on the 2012 High School Butkus Award watch list. Ranked No. 5 outside 
linebacker in Texas and No. 39 outside linebacker in the country by Scout. 
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BACK IN ACTION 


Casey Pachall has returned to TCU after a trying 2012 season 


by Stefan Stevenson 


y all accounts, TCU quarterback Casey Pachall had a great spring. The Horned 

Frogs’ mystery man earned praise throughout spring drills, and though the status 

of his competition with Trevone Boykin remains officially unresolved, Pachall’s re- 

turn to the starting lineup seems inevitable. How well Pachall performs after a try- 
ing 2012 season, though, could determine whether TCU is ready to compete for the Big 12 
title in only its second season in the league. 

The senior, who left the team after four games in 2012 to seek treatment for substance 
abuse, returned to the school in January after completing a three-month program. The next 
question — at least from a football standpoint — is whether Pachall is ready to face LSU in 
Cowboys Stadium on Aug. 31. 

Coach Gary Patterson dropped subtle hints during the spring that his mind was made up. 
“When he left last year, he was rated the No. 1 quarterback in the na- 
tion and we were 4-0,” Patterson reminded the media in March. “The 
other guy (Boykin) learned because he had to by fire. He did a tremen- 
dous job for what we threw him into. I’ve got until August (to choose). 
Casey is the older one, but both of them can do good things. (Boykin) 
can move around, gets himself out of trouble, (Pachall) gets himself out 
of trouble with his arm. In some ways, it’s hard to compare those kinds 
of things. 

“So it’s great competition between him and Casey. They're both tak- 
ing reps with the ones. Casey is taking most of them.” 

Read into that what you will. 

With Pachall under center, the offense was more dynamic and dangerous. As a first-year 
starter in 2011, Pachall set TCU records for yards (2,921), completions (228) and completion 
percentage (66.5), while passing for 25 touchdowns. When he left in 2012, he was fifth na- 
tionally in pass efficiency and had thrown for 10 touchdowns and one interception. 

This isn’t a question of production. Rather, the uncertainty around Pachall’s return involves 
his mental state and his ability to rebuild trust and team chemistry. 

In October, Pachall left the team in the wake of an early-morning arrest for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. By then, he had already admitted to police in February 2012 that he 
had smoked marijuana, tried cocaine and ecstasy, and failed a team drug test. Pachall’s ad- 
mission came amid a campus investigation that led to the arrest of four TCU players — in- 
cluding Pachall’s roommate, linebacker Tanner Brock — for selling drugs on campus. 

It would have been understandable had Patterson cut Pachall loose after his arrest. But that 
wasn’t going to happen, for a couple of reasons: Banishing Pachall sent the wrong message 
about second chances and young adults earning redemption, Patterson said. Plus, an outright 
dismissal could have opened up the school to legal issues. 

Instead, Patterson left the door open for the troubled quarterback. 

The week before Pachall returned to campus in January, his father Stan Pachall, a former 
‘Texas Highway Patrol officer, thanked fans for their support. 

“Casey is doing well and we are very proud of the progress he has made,” he wrote in an 
email to the Fore Worth Star-Telegram. “Some people are just haters and want to see people 
fail. To the haters, I hope that they never have anyone close to them that suffers from addic- 
tion of any substance. And to the people that support and have prayed for Casey's recovery — 
THANK YOU.” 

Meanwhile, TCU’s first season in the Big 12 went on with Boykin at quarterback. Before 
he took over, Boykin had 10 career pass attempts to his name. He went 3-6 as a starter, with 
all nine games coming against bowl teams (in comparison, Pachall faced one bow! team, 
SMU). TCU also was playing without leading rusher Waymon James, who was out with an 
injury for the final 11 games. Another top running back, Matthew Tucker, also was out with 
an injury during Boykin’s first start — an ugly, turnover-plagued loss to Iowa State. 

After the game against the Cyclones, the coaching staff adjusted gameplans to fit Boykin’s 
skill set, which includes more running ability than Pachall possesses. And Boykin, who didn’t 
envision starting during 2012, grew into his new role. 

In his second start, Boykin was outstanding in a 49-21 win at Baylor, passing for 261 yards 


“When he left last year, he was 
rated the No. 1 quarterback in 
the nation and we were 4-0.” 


— TCU head coach Gary Patterson 


and four TDs and rushing for 56 yards and a 
score. In a 20-13 win at Texas on Nov. 22, 
Boykin rushed for 77 yards and threw for 82 
on an economical 7-of-9 passing. 

Patterson, understandably, has several rea- 
sons for playing it close to the vest with his 
quarterbacks this season. For one, Boykin 
earned enough credibility in the final nine 
games to at least compete for the job. 

“Both quarterbacks want to be the starting 
guy,” Patterson said early in March. “Every- 
body knows what strengths both of them 
have. It just makes us better because now 
there is competition. We'll see how it goes.” 

Meanwhile, Pachall has declined interviews 
since returning to the team. Patterson also 
limits practice access and player availability 
drastically during the spring, so very little 
about Pachall’s progress on the field is known 
besides what Patterson reports to the media 
— and that is guarded. 

Before Pachall left, he got along well with 
his teammates and was a legitimate team 
leader, according to several former teammates. 
Patterson says nothing changed in that regard, 
and the team welcomed him back with open 
arms in public comments that are not unex- 
pected given the circumstances. 

“There hasnt been anything said,” Patter- 
son says. “He had a great image with those 
guys as far as his relationships, and I don’t 
think the relationship is any different.” 

Now, it’s up to Pachall to make a difference 


on the field. 
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NATIONAL FORECAST: 18 // BIG 12 PREDICTION: 3 


ack Brown enters the third year of his rebuilding project at Texas following the Long- 
horns’ shocking 5~7 collapse in 2010. And the stakes have never been higher. Gone is 
the goodwill Texas fans used to afford the 61-year-old who united the program upon 
his arrival in 1998 and won the school’s first national title in 35 years in memorable 
fashion over USC in the 2005 season. 

Now, Texas fans see a coach who lagged behind the competition in finally bringing in a player per- 
sonnel department to eliminate the recruiting misses of the past several years; a coach who is chang- 
ing offenses — again — with former offensive coordinator Bryan Harsin now the head coach at 
Arkansas State; and a coach whose team is coming off the worst statistical defense in school history 
in 2012, giving up an average of 404.2 yards per game. 

Despite having the most experienced team in the Big 12 this season with 17 starters 
returning, including the league’s most experienced quarterback in David Ash, even 
Texas fans doubt their own team’s ability to challenge for the conference title this year. 

Not after last year’s 63-21 blowout loss to an Oklahoma team that paled in com- 
parison to some of Bob Stoops’ other OU squads. Not after an upset loss at home to 
TCU on Thanksgiving and not after a fifth-straight loss to Kansas State. 

“At Texas, we expect to win all the games, so when we dont, people are disappointed, 
and that’s fair,” Brown says. “But people better get on board, because we're about to get 
good again.” 

Brown vowed at the team’s football banquet two years ago that Texas would win a 
national title in 2013 or 2014. For Texas fans, who used to buy everything Brown was 
selling, it’s put up or shut up time. 


QUARTERBACKS Ash is the unquestioned starter for the Longhorns for the first 
time in three years. After he rotated with Case McCoy in 2011 and was benched four 
times in favor of McCoy in 2012, it’s Ash’s show now. Through the first five games of 
last season, he looked like one of the top signal-callers in the country, especially after a 
last-second, comeback win at Oklahoma State, But Ash went into a shell during the 
rout by Oklahoma and seemed to suffer some aftershocks, He was benched for poor 
play against OU, Kansas and TCU and never saw the field against Kansas State. But 
he took a huge step in shaking off a slow start in a come-from-behind win over Ore- 
gon State in the Alamo Bowl. Ash threw 19 TD passes with eight interceptions while 
completing 67.3 percent of his passes in 2012. But coaches want him to be more of a 
leader and take ownership of this year’s team. Ash, who is a bit of an introvert and can 
be too hard on himself, says he’s growing into the role. 
McCoy will back up Ash this season, though he is 
being pushed for that role by early enrollee freshman 
Tyrone Swoopes, a 6'4", 245-pound dual-threat. 


RUNNING BACKS This is the strongest position 
on the team thanks to the versatility of Johnathan Gray, 
Malcolm Brown and Joe Bergeron. Gray led the team 
in rushing last season as a freshman with 701 yards and 
three touchdowns. Brown played in only eight games 
because of injuries, and finished with only 324 yards 
rushing. He did, however, lead Texas’ backs with a 5.3 
yards-per-carry average. Coaches consider Brown and 
Gray important leaders. Bergeron, the team’s short-yardage and goal-line specialist, finished with 567 
yards rushing and 16 touchdowns. Coaches don't talk about roles for the three, because each is ver- 
satile enough to do everything, “All three can run, block, catch and pass protect,” says new play-caller 
and co-coordinator Major Applewhite. “And all three will play.” 


2013 PROJECTION: 9-3, 6-3 BIG 12 


RECEIVERS The top two receivers from last year return and will be counted on to make a big im- 
pact in Texas’ new, up-tempo, no-huddle offense. Jaxon Shipley led the team in receptions in 2012 
with 59 for 737 yards, but it was Mike Davis’ emergence as a deep threat last season that really made 
an impact on the offense. Davis had 57 receptions for 939 yards and seven touchdowns with a 16.5- 
yards-per-catch average. If Davis can continue to stretch the field, there will be more room to run for 


THE VERDICT 


Although Texas’ win total has increased in each of the last three years, there's still uncertainty as 
to whether the program is on the right track. The Longhorns went 5-4 in the Big 12 in 2012, but 
three of the five wins came by six points or less. Texas welcomes back 17 starters, but there are 
concerns at quarterback and on a defense that allowed over 400 yards per game last fall. Still, 
there is enough talent on the roster for the Horns to make a move in the Big 12 standings. A 10- 
win season is within reach if Texas gets solid play at quarterback and the defense shows moder- 
ate improvement. Postseason: Cotton Bowl vs. LSU 


2013 SCHEDULE 


AUGUST 

‘31 New Mexico State 
SEPTEMBER 

AB ees 
14 Ole Miss _ 

2 Kansas State 
OCTOBER 


3 at lowa State 
12 vs. Oklahoma # 


26 at TCU 
NOVEMBER 
2 Kansas 


9 atWest Virginia 


16 Oklahoma State 
28 ‘Texas Tech — 


DECEMBER 
7 at Baylor 


#Dallas, 1K 


MIKE DAVIS 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


Gray: Ric Fogel; Davis: Chris Covatta 
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UT's talented backs. Coaches are hoping that speedy sophomore Daje Johnson can help fill the yoid 
left by Marquise Goodwin. And sophomore Kendall Sanders appears to be emerging as a consistent 
threat. One of the more intriguing stories of 2013 will be sophomore Duke Thomas, who played both 
receiver and cornerback in the Spring Game and will continue to do so in fall camp, according to 
coaches. Thomas has blazing speed but put the ball on the ground twice in the Spring Game, so that 
will need to change. Thomas’ move to offense came because Texas is short on receivers. Sophomore 
Cayleb Jones was suspended indefinitely during spring ball after being charged with aggravated as- 
sault against a Longhorns’ tennis player. Sophomore tight end M.J. McFarland, who is 6'6" with 
great hands, John Harris and junior college transfer Geoff Swaim should help fill the void. 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (8) 


WR 1 Mike Davis (Sr.) 80 Marcus Johnson [So.) 
WR 2 Kendall Sanders (So.) 27 Daje Johnson (So.) 

IR 8 Jaxon Shipley {Jr.) 16 Bryant Jackson (Jr.) 
LT 51 Donald Hawkins(Sr.) Desmond Harrison (Jr.) | 
LG 75 Trey Hopkins (Sr.) 66 Sedrick Flowers (So.) 
C 55 Dominic Espinosa (Jr.) 73 Garrett Porter (Sr.) 
RG 72 MasonWalters(Sr.) 62 Curtis Riser(Fr.) 
RT 78 JoshCochran(Jr.) 68 Kennedy Estelle (So.) 
TE 85 MJ.McFarland(So.) 82 Geoff Swaim [Jr.) 

QB 14 David Ash (Jr.) 6 Case McCoy (Sr.) 

RB 32 Johnathan Gray (So) 28 Malcolm Brown (Jr.) 
DEFENSE (9) 


DE 44 Jackson Jeffcoat (Sr.) 1 Shiro Davis (So.) 


DT 96 ChrisWhaley(Sr.) 99 Desmond Jackson (Jr,) 
DT 85 Ashton Dorsey (Sr. 90 Malcom Brown (So.) 
DE 88 CedricReed(Jr.) 92 Reggie Wilson (Sr.) 
WLB 3 Jordan Hicks (Jr.) 11. Tevin Jackson (Jr.) 

MLB 55 Dalton Santos (So.) 33 Steve Edmond (Jr.) 
SLB 19 Peter Jinkens (So.) 35. Kendall Thompson (Jr.) 
CB 6 QuandreDiggs(Jr.) 21 Duke Thomas (So.) 


CB 23 Carrington Byndom (Sr.) 29 
SS 17 Adrian Phillips(Sr.) 26 
FS 2 Mykkele Thompson (Jr.) 25 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 23 NickRose(So.)_ _-KR 21_ Duke Thomas (So.) 
P 9 Anthony Fera (Sr) PR 6 Quandre Diggs Ur.) 


Sheroid Evans (Jr.) 
Adrian Colbert (Fr.) 
Josh Turner (Jr.) 


Texas has lost five straight to 
Kansas State. The last time 

the Longhorns beat the Wild- 
cats was 2003, when Vince 

Young had his coming-out party 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN All five starters are back from a group as a redshirt freshman. 

that helped Texas average 4.6 yards per carry in 2012. But in all four 

losses last year — against West Virginia, Oklahoma, TCU and Kansas State — Texas failed to aver- 

age 4.0 yards per carry. Left guard Trey Hopkins, probably the most talented of the group, and right 

tackle Josh Cochran missed the spring because of injuries. But both are expected to be fine for the sea- 

son. There are high hopes for incoming junior college transfer Desmond Harrison, who is 6'8" and 

310 pounds and a player coaches believe could make an instant impact at one of the tackle positions. 

If Harrison lives up to expectations, the entire line could be shuffled with senior left tackle Donald 

Hawkins moving to left guard and Hopkins moving from guard to center. Time will tell. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Turning around the worst statistical defense in school history will start 
here. Texas has experienced tackles in seniors Chris Whaley and Ashton Dorsey, junior Desmond 
Jackson and sophomore Malcom Brown, a rising star. Coming off the edge, senior Jackson Jeffcoat, 
the son of former NFL sack artist Jim Jeffcoat, figures to make an impact. But Jeffcoat is coming off 
a ruptured pectoral muscle. The coaches are very high on junior end Cedric Reed. But this group has 
to take a big step up from last year. In Manny Diaz's scheme, the tackles are instructed to get into gaps 
and disrupt everything by stopping the run on the way to the passer. That didn’t happen last year. 


LINEBACKERS The linebackers may have performed the worst of any position group on the field 
in 2012 thanks in large part to an injury to junior outside linebacker Jordan Hicks in Game 3. Hicks 
is back and was one of the standouts in the Spring Game, indicating that he might be able to help 
transform a group that sorely lacked his leadership. Sophomore outside linebacker Peter Jinkens looks 
like a rising star, but there are serious questions at middle linebacker, where sophomore Dalton San- 
tos has replaced last year’s starter, junior Steve Edmond. Diaz coaches the linebackers, and fans who 
are losing patience with the defensive coordinator expect to see massive improvement from this group. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The best returning player on defense may be Quandre Diggs, who led the 
team in interceptions for a second straight year in 2012. But Diggs is likely to move from cornerback 
to the nickel defender, filling the void left by Kenny Vaccaro, against all the pass-happy offenses in 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH 

Mack Brown 
RECORD AT SCHOOL 
150-43 (15 years) 
CAREER RECORD 
236-117-1 (29years) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS 
Major Applewhite, Darrell Wyatt 


Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial 
Stadium (100,119) 


Quandre Diggs, CB After 
leading the team in intercep- 
tions in each of the past two 
years as a comerback, Diggs 
will be all over the secondary 
in 2013. 

Johnathan Gray, RB The lead back of a 
talented trio, Gray has the elusiveness, 
toughness and speed to break out this 
season. 


Mike Davis, WR He nearly had a 1,000- 
yard season in 2012, and his ability to 
stretch the field in 2013 will be a huge 
key to UT's new up-tempo spread attack. 
Jordan Hicks, LB His season-ending hip 
injury in Game 3 seemed to help doom the 
defense. The former 5-star recruit returns 
this year with huge expectations. 

David Ash, QB Coaches are hoping for 
consistency from Ash and not the up-and- 
down performances that caused him to be 
benched in four games last season. 


KEY LOSSES 


Kenny Vaccaro, S The heart and soul of 
the defense in 2012 who led the team in 
tackles. His physical toughness and pro- 
duction will be very hard to replace. 

Alex Okafor, DE Okafor had 12.5 sacks 
last season, including 4.5 in an Alamo 
Bowl victory over Oregon State. 

Marquise Goodwin, WR Underutilized as 
an outside threat, but all he did was make 
plays when called upon, including as a 
kick returner. 


Alex King, P. Asurprise transfer last 
season after graduating from Duke with a 
year of eligibility left, he had one of the 
best seasons ever for a Texas punter. 

D.J. Monroe, RB A speedster who scored 
in each of the first four games of 2012. He 
would have been a great fit in Texas’ new 
offense. 


RISING STAR 


Wide receiver Kendall Sanders had only 
two catches as a freshman in 2012, but 
he’s emerging as the team’s No. 3 receiver. 
His long arms, soft hands and willingness 
to block downfield have made him a 
coaches’ favorite and a serious candidate 
to break out in 2013. 
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Diggs: Ric Fogel; Jeffcoat: Layne Murdoch 


>y* +2013 TEXAS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
14 Ash, David 6-3/223 Jr. Belton, TX | 42 Bluiett, Caleb 6-3/250 Fr. _—sBeaumont, TX 
7 Brewer, Connor 6-2/195 Fr. Scottsdale, AZ 50 Boyette, Jr, Paul  6-4/295 Fr. Humble, TX 
15 Holtz, Trey 6-0/180 Fr. Tampa, FL | 90 Brown,Malcom 6-4/315 So. Brenham, TX 
6 McCoy, Case 6-2/200 Sr. Graham, 1X 52 Cottrell, Bryce 6-3/230 Fr. Plano, TX 
3 Overstreet, Jalen 6-2/212 ‘Fr. Tatum, TX gene Sin _5-86 e £ a 
18 Swoopes, T 6-4/245 Fr. itewright, set Masel Z ms val 
woopes,Tyrone_t-4/245_Fu._Whitewright. IX" | 95 tackson, Desmond 611300 Houston, Tk 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN | 44 Jeffcoat, Jackson 6-8/245 Sr. Plano, TX 
24 Bergeron, Joe ———6-1/240 Jr. Mesquite, TX_ | 43 Mills, Logan 6-3/215 So. La Vernia, TX 
28 Brown, Malcolm 6-0/223 Jr. Cibolo, TX 94 Norman, Alex 6-4/275 Fr Dallas, TX 
48 Cruciani, Dominic 5-11/230 Jr. Southlake, TX 88 Reed, Cedric 6-6/250 Jr. Cleveland, TX 
36 De La Torre, Alex 6-1/230 So. Denton, TX 81 Ridgeway, Hassan 6-4/300 Fr. Mansfield, TX 
32 Gray, Johnathan 5-11/207 So. Aledo, TX | 47 Terry, Chris. 6-4/241 St. College Station, TX 
13 Moss, Chet 6-2/255 Jr, Cedar Park, TX 96 Whaley, Chris 6-3/292 Sr. Madisonville, TX 
92 Wilson, Reggi y 4 
RECEIVERS HW CL HomeTown | 2<-\Witson. Reggie 6-3/259 Sr. Haltom City, TX 
1 Davis, Mike ————6-2/193 Sr._——_—Dallas TX LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
29 DeGroot, Hunter 6-1/180 Fr. Arlington, 1X | 8 Benson,Aaron ___6-2/233 Jr. Cedar Hill, TX 
. 7 Cobbs, Demarco 6-2/218 Sr. Tulsa, OK 
82 Fife, Lane 6-0/170 Sr. __ New Braunfels, TX = + ~ 
ee — 24 Cole, Timothy 6-2/225 Fr. Brenham, TX 
83 Giron, Chris 5-8/165 Jr. Cypress, TX = - 
40 Gresham, Tate 5-9/189 J PeaeasT Pe eee _ Ree Ree 
aromas fs seaecnee 33. Edmond, Steve 6-3/255 Jr. Daingerfield, TX 
42 Haines, Dakota ———6-1/184 So. Lago Vista, TX 48 Gonzales, Trey 6-0/220 So. Friendswood, TX 
16 Jackson, Bryant 6-2/199 Jr. Sulphur Springs, TX 9 Hicks, Jordan 6-2/235 Jr. ~ Cincinnati, OH 
27 Johnson, Daje §-10/184 So. Pflugerville, TX 45 Izadi, Shawn 6-0/215 Sr. Coppell, TX 
80 Johnson, Marcus 6-1/189 So. League City, TX | 11 Jackson, Tevin 6-2/233 Jr. Garland, TX 
4 Jones, Cayleb 6-3/200 So. Austin, TX | 19  Jinkens, Peter 6-1/213 So. ~ Dallas, TX 
87 Lee, Tyler §-10/180 Fr. Houston, TX | 41 Perlman, Holt 6-2/215 Fr. Dallas, TX 
84 Marriott, Tyler §-11/185 _ Fr. McAllen, 1X | 55 Santos, Dalton 6-3/250 So. Van, TX 
17 Onyegbule, Miles 6-4/235 Jr. Arlington, TX | 35 Thompson, Kendall 63/239 Jr. Carthage, TX 
2 Sanders, Kendall___6-0/183 So. Athens, TX | DEFENSIVEBACKS = -HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
8 Shipley, Jaxon 6-1/192 Jr. Brownwood, TX | 40 Allen, Brandon 6-2/200 Fr. Cedar Park, TX 
89 Templin, Ty 6-0/180 Fr. Granbury, TX 36 Boldt, Dillon 5-10/170 Fr. Austin, TX 
26 Thomann, David 6-0/185 Fr. Winchester, MA | 23 Byndom, Carrington 6-0/180 Sr. Lufkin, TX 
25 Wheeler, Michael 5-10/191 Jr. Sunnyvale, TX 26 Colbert, Adrian 6-2/200 Fr. Mineral Wells, TX 
27. Zaring, Michael 6-3/191 Fr. Keller, 1X | 38 Criss, Meyer 6-0/185 Sr. Artington, TX 
TIGHTENDS WTWT CL HomeTown | 32 Davis, Gaston 6-0/195 Fr. Houston, TX 
4 6 Diggs, Quandre 5-10/200 Jr. Angleton, TX 
81 Daniels, Greg 6-5/258 Jr. Houston, TX 16 Echols, Bryson 5-10/180 Fr. DeSoto, TX 
9 Harris, John 6-3/218 Jr. Garland, TX | 29” Evans, Sheroid 6-0/185 Jr. Sugar Land, TX 
85 McFarland, M.J. 6-6/245 So. El Paso, TX 44 Haines, Dylan 6-1/185 Fr. Lago Vista, TX 
82. Swaim, Geoff 6-4/250 Jt. Chico,CA | 32 Huffines, Devin fre Sr. Highland Park, TX 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN © HT/WT CL HomeTown | 17 Phillips, Adrian 1/201_St.__—Garland, 1X 
78 Cochran, Josh __6-6/299 J. Hallsvile, TX | 30_Roberts, Ryan Tal So.__Cedar Park, TK 
74 Doyle, Taylor 6-5/290 So. Austin, TX 31 Scott, Leroy 510/193 Jr. Eaeadona, us 
; = 21 Thomas, Duke 5-11/175 So. Killeen, TX 
55 Espinosa, Dominic —6-4/300 Jr. Cedar Park, TX = 
— 2 Thompson, Mykkele 6-2/183 Jr. San Antonio, TX 
68 Estelle, Kennedy  6-7/300 So. Pearland, TX = 
i Fl Sedrick 63/31 i 1K 25 Turner, Josh 6-0/177 Jr. Oklahoma City, OK 
owes, SeUnIG 3/313 So. ouston, 18 Vaccaro, Kevin __5-10/180 So. Brownwood, TX 
76 Greenlea, Garrett —6-7/305 So. Spring, TX - = Bis ae 
51 Hawkins, Donald 6-5/310 _ Sr. Tunica, MS | SPECIALISTS WT Cl HOMETOWN 
: ~ | 45 Ashby, Kyle (LS) 6-1/235 So. Lake Jackson, TX 
75 Hopkins, Trey 6-4/300 Sr. Galena Park, TX = 
7 Hughes, Camrhon 6-71320 Fr. Harker Heights, x | 37 Boyer Nate(LS) __5-11/190 Jr Deets 
Flac 35 Davidson, Michael (K) 6-4/200 Fr. Aberdeen, Scotland 
65 Hutchins, Marcus —_6-5/280 So. DeSoto, TX 
a Saatae TE 9 Fera, Anthony (K/P) 6-2/220 Sr. Cypress, TX 
58 Lopez, Frank 6-2/235 Fr. agle Pass, 28 Jordan, Nick (K} 61/175 So, ~ Coppell, TK 
57 Orren, Clark ____6-0/240._ Fr. Longview, TX | §§ McCrary, Cade(H) _6-4/193_Sr. Austin, TK 
73 Porter, Garrett__6-6/318 _Sr. Odessa, TX | 39 Newman, Tom/(Ls) 6-2/230 Jr. Brenham, TK 
50 Raulerson, Jake 6-5/262_Fr. Celina, TX | 31 Pruitt, Ben (K) 6-1/200 So. The Woodlands, TX 
62 Riser, Curtis ——_6-4/305 Fr. DeSoto, IX | 23 Rose, Nick (K] 6-3/192 So. Dallas, TX 
56 Russo, Drew 62/248 _Jr. Cedar Park, TX | 14 Russ, William (P/K) 6-4/185 Jr. Shreveport, LA 
72 Walters, Mason _—_6-6/320 Sr. Wolfforth, TX | 33 Sirgo,Grant(K) —5-10/190 Jr. Midland, TX 


SCOUTING THE LONGHORNS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TEXAS 
“| don’t think they play up to the level of players that they've got. It's as simple as that. They had a couple of really 
good players we thought would give us a lot of problems, but we moved the ball really well on them. They just aren't 


the Texas Longhorns they were in the past. ... 
teams in the conference. They just are. ... 
Texas or Oklahoma. It shouldn't be that way. ... 


No doubt, Texas and Oklahoma still are the top-two most talented 
Last year, teams could have their best offensive game of the year against 
| think (quarterback) David Ash is average. He's a true under-center 


type guy. | actually thought Case McCoy threw the ball better. But the coaching staff is around him more, so they 


must be confident in Ash that he can be the guy long term. ... 
guy. He'll be missed now that he’s at Arkansas State. ... 


(Former offensive coordinator) Bryan Harsin is a smart 
They are very talented up front (on defense). Their two defen- 


sive ends are very, very good. The nose guard was really good as well. Their backers are big, pretty looking guys, but 
I didn’t think they could move in space as much. That was part of the problem. Because of that, the tackling was sus- 
pect because nobody was in the right position. In the Big 12, you need to have backers that can move in space be- 
cause offenses are all spread out. The safety, Kenny Vaccaro, was the best guy we faced, hands down.” 


RECORD: 9-4, 5-4 (BIG 12) 


2012 RESULTS 


Sept. 1 Wyoming W 937-17 
Sept.8 NewMexico W 45-0 
Sept. 15 atOleMiss W 66-31 
Sept.29 atOklahomaState W = 41-36 
Oct. 6 West Virginia L 45-48 
Oct. 13 vs. Oklahoma%  L 21-63 
Oct. 20 Baylor W 56-50 
Oct. 27 at Kansas W o-I7 
Nov. 3 at Texas Tech W 31-22 
Nov. 10 — lowa State W 33-7 
Nov.22 TCU L120) 
Dec. 1 at Kansas State L 24-42 
Dec.29 vs. OregonState# W 31-27 


JACKSON JEFFCOAT 


2012 INDIVIDUAL 
STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP 


‘Dallas #Alamo Bowl 


YOS TD INT 


David Ash 318 «= 214 2,699 19 8 


Case McCoy 76 She 722 6 3 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
JohnathanGray 149 701 4.7 3 
JoeBergeron 127 567 4.6 16 
MalcolmBrown 61 324 53 4 
Daje Johnson 7 203: 75 1 
RECEIVING REC YOS AVG TD 
Jaxon Shipley 59 737 12.5 6 
Mike Davis 57 939 16.5 7 
MarquisGoodwin 26 340 13.1 3 
Daje Johnson 19 «287 «15.1 «+71 


KICKING: Nick Jordan, 9-15 FGs, 31-32 XPs, 


58 points 


TACKLES: Kenny Vaccaro, 107; Steve Edmond, 103 


SACKS: Alex Okafor, 12.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Quandre Diggs, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


Offense § PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 35.7 ppg 7 23 
Rushing 171.5 ypg 6 53 
Passing 263.2 ypg 6 41 
Total 434.6 ypg 6 40 
Defense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 29.2 ppg 6 73 
Rushing 192.2 ypg 8 88 
Passing 212.0 ypg 3 36 
Total 404.2 ypg 5 67 
TO Margin PerGame Big 12 National 
+5 +0.38 3 39 
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the Big 12. As the nickel, Diggs would cover opponents’ best re- 
ceiver in the slot and play closer to the line of scrimmage. Coaches 
believe that move can be made because both Thomas, who might 
also play on offense, and Sheroid Evans have the ability to line up 
opposite senior corner Carrington Byndom. Safeties Adrian 
Phillips and Mykkele Thompson need to take a big step in 2013 
after missing numerous tackles that led to points in 2012. 


When kicker Anthony Fera transferred from 
Penn State before the 2012 season, he arrived as an awards can- 
didate from the Big Ten after making 14-of-17 field goals in 2011. 
But he also arrived with a groin injury that never seemed to heal. 
Fera missed his most important attempt of the 2012 season, a 41- 
yarder, in a 48-45 home loss to West Virginia. This year, Fera ap- 
pears to be the favorite to replace punter Alex King, who averaged 
45.3 yards per attempt last year. Sophomores Nick Rose and Nick 
Jordan are the frontrunners to kick field goals, because Fera’s re- 
curring groin injury seems to be aggravated by the motion to kick 
field goals but not by punting. The return game should be ex- 
plosive thanks to burners Johnson, Thomas and Thompson. 


HUDDLE 


At the team football banquet in December 2011, 
Texas was preparing to play California in the Holiday Bowl. Mack Brown noted how 
Texas played in the Holiday Bowl in 2003 (against Washington State) and then won a 
national title two years later. He noted how Texas played in the Holiday Bowl in 2007 
(against Arizona State) and then played for a national title two years later. Brown 
said the Holiday Bowl against Cal would be a springboard to “another national 
championship in the next two to three years.” That time is now, and fans remember 
exactly what Brown said. 


The last two years against Oklahoma — losses by an av- 
erage of 40 points — quarterback David Ash has completed only 49 percent of his 
passes (24-of-49) for 220 yards with four interceptions and three fumbles (one lost) 
and one TD pass while being sacked five times. Asked what's happened to him in 
that game the past two years, Ash said defiantly, “I've been in it twice now, and I'm 
just ready to play in it.” 

Texas won't play football games in Austin that 
aren't on a Saturday, with the exception of the Thanksgiving holiday, because it's 
too much of an inconvenience for fans. But the Longhorns agreed to play at lowa 
State on Thursday, Oct. 3, in part because it will give Texas a few extra days to pre- 
pare for the Oklahoma game at the Cotton Bowl in Dallas on Oct. 12. 


When Texas athletic director DeLoss Dodds said as many as three foot- 
ball games could be shown on the Longhorn Network in 2013, Texas fans didn’t 
know whether to laugh or cry. Three years into a 20-year, $300 million agreement 
with ESPN to air Texas’ third-tier (least desirable) TV inventory, most UT fans still 
don't have the Longhorn Network. The $15 million annual paychecks from ESPN are 
not bouncing, but access to Texas athletic programs such as football and basketball 
have been severely limited by LHN in many fans’ view. 


With the hiring of Patrick Suddes of Alabama to head 
Texas’ new player personnel department, Mack Brown now has four key members of 
his staff who have worked under Nick Saban. New offensive play-caller Major Apple- 
white, a former Texas quarterback under Brown, was Saban’s offensive coordinator at 
Alabama in 2007; offensive line coach Stacy Searels coached under Saban at LSU; 
and defensive tackles coach Bo Davis served under Saban at both LSU and Alabama. 


With a week left in spring football, Applewhite 
asked to see sophomore cornerback Duke Thomas at receiver. The immediate re- 
sults were positive. So the plan going into fall camp is for Thomas to play both ways 
at cornerback and receiver. 


Mack Brown took in two junior college players in his first 14 
years at Texas. Now, he has taken four in the past two years. Last season, Texas 
brought in offensive lineman Donald Hawkins, who started all but one game at left 
tackle, and defensive tackle Brandon Moore, who opted to jump to the NFL after last 
season. This year, Texas is bringing in offensive tackle Desmond Harrison, who at 
6'8" and 310 pounds could end up starting at tackle. UT also dipped into the junior 
college ranks for tight end Geoff Swaim, who figures to make an immediate impact. 


wr JAXON 
SHIPLEY 


SIGNEES 


Texas is desperately trying to upgrade an offensive line that hasn't 
had a prospect drafted by the NFL since 2008, when tackle Tony Hills 
was selected in the fourth round by the Pittsburgh Steelers. And the 
Longhorns believe they tanded one of the top hauls of offensive line- 
men in the country, including junior college transfer Desmond Har- 
rison, who could start immediately at tackle. Guard Darius James 
and tackle Kent Perkins were both highly recruited targets who com- 
mitted to Texas early in the process. Guard Rami Hammad hit re- 
cruiting radars late, and Texas was able to get him to de-commit 
from Baylor. 

The Longhorns may need the receivers in this class to produce 
immediately with the move to an up-tempo, spread offense. That 
means opportunity for Jake Oliver, a big possession receiver, and 
burners Jacorey Warrick and 
Montrel Meander, whom Texas 
stole from Washington State late 
— in the recruiting process. Junior 
college transfer tight end Geoff 
Swaim is a tenacious blocker, 
which Texas has been sorely lack- 
ing at the position. 

A lot of attention on this year's 

recruiting class focused on the 
ones that got away, a rarity for 
Texas. Five players de-committed 
from the Longhorns and signed 
elsewhere, including two who 
signed with rival Texas A&M — receiver Ricky Seals-Jones and de- 
fensive end Daeshon Hall. Running back Kyle Hicks de-committed 
from Texas to sign with TCU, and tight end Durham Smythe initially 
committed to Texas but signed with Notre Dame. 
The Longhorns were one of the few top programs in the country not 
to sign a single defensive lineman, and that was not by design. With 
just days left before Signing Day, Texas learned that its top target in 
2013, defensive tackle AShawn Robinson, was de-committing to sign 
with Alabama. Robinson had taken visits to other schools while com- 
mitted to Texas, and his defection prompted Mack Brown to say on 
Signing Day that if recruits are going to take visits while committed 
to the Longhorns, Texas will look elsewhere as well. Texas also failed 
to sign @ 5-star recruit, according to Rivals’ rankings, for the first 
time since 2008. 


BY POSITION 
Offensive Linemen 
Athletes ss 2: 
Defensive Backs 2 
Linebackers 2 
Wide Receivers 2 
Quarterbacks 1 
Tight Ends 
BY STATE 

Texas _ 

California 


QB * TYRONE SWOOPES + WHITEWRIGHT, TX 
The 2013 recruit who is already creating a ton of buzz among Texas 
fans is early enrollee freshman quarterback Tyrone Swoopes, 

Mack Brown has been getting pounded for his decisions lately when 
it comes to recruiting quarterbacks, considering Robert Griffin III, 
Andrew Luck and Johnny Manziel all are from Texas and none was of- 
fered a scholarship by the Longhorns. So there was a lot of scrutiny 
on Texas’ choice to sign Swoopes, who is physically impressive and 
athletic but played at tiny Class 2A Whitewright High School. 

If the Spring Game is any indication, the Texas fans are in love with 
him already because of one series against the first-team defense in 
which Swoopes ran for 21 yards on 2nd-and-18 and for seven yards 
on 3rd-and-6 in the red zone. Some of the team’s best tacklers 
bounced off the imposing Swoopes in the open field. Swoopes only 
threw two passes on the drive (completing both), but all fans could 
talk about was how much Swoopes reminded them of a certain quar- 
terback who won a national title at Texas in 2005. 

David Ash is the unquestioned starter at quarterback. But Swoopes 
is No. 3 on the depth chart heading into the fall and could challenge 
senior Case McCoy to become Ash’s backup this season if he keeps 
progressing. 


ATH CHEVOSKI COLLINS 5-11, 180, LIVINGSTON, TX 
Ranked No. 29 athlete in the nation by ESPN. Selected to play on the 2013 U.S. 
Under-19 national team. Named first-team All-District 44-20 at quarterback and 
second-team at safety as a senior. 


DB ANTWUAN DAVIS 5-11, 192, BASTROP TX 

U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 9 cornerback and No. 98 prospect in the na- 
tion by Rivals, No. 28 defensive back in the country by Athlon Sports. Named first- 
team All-District 17-4A as senior. 


LB DEOUNDREI DAVIS 6-3, 215, CYPRESS, TX 

U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 5 outside linebacker and No. 91 prospect in 
the nation by Rivals, No. 15 linebacker in the country by Athlon Sports. Missed 
most of his senior season from an injury. 

OL RAMI HAMMAD 6-5, 320, IRVING, TX 

Semper Fidelis All-American. Ranked No. 9 guard in the nation by 247Sports. 
Named first-team All-District 6-5A in 2012. 


OL DESMOND HARRISON 6-8, 310, HOUSTON, TX 

Transfer from Contra Costa (Calif.) Community College. Ranked No. 1 tackle and 
No. 5 junior college player in the country by 247Sports. Named the top offensive 
lineman on the All-Bay Valley conference team. 


LB NAASHON HUGHES 6-4, 210, HARKER HEIGHTS, TX 
Semper Fidelis All-American. Ranked No. 34 outside linebacker in the nation by 
247Sports. Named honorable mention 5-A All-State by the Associated Press as 
senior. 

S ERIK HUHN 6-3, 207, CIBOLO, TX 

Ranked No. 16 safety in the country by ESPN. Missed almost all of his senior sea- 
son with an injury. Named first-team 5A All-State by the Texas Sports Writers As- 
sociation as a junior. 


OL DARIUS JAMES 6-5, 319, KILLEEN, TX 

Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 33 prospect in the nation and No. 2 offen- 
sive lineman by Athlon Sports, No. 1 center in the country by ESPN. Only played in 
two games as a senior, but saw action at five different positions in that time. 
ATH MONTREL MEANDER 6-3, 190, AMARILLO, TX 

Played receiver, running back and safety while also returning kicks as senior. 
Ranked No. 24 safety in the country by 247Sports. Named District 3-4A Defensive 
Player of the Year and second-team all-district at receiver in 2012. 


WR JAKE OLIVER 6-4, 205, DALLAS, TX 

U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 28 receiver in the nation by Athlon Sports, No. 
31 by ESPN. Set the Texas state high school career receptions record with 308 
catches for 4,567 yards and 56 TDs. Named first-team 5A All-State by the Associ- 
ated Press as a senior. 


OL KENT PERKINS 6-5, 300, DALLAS, TX 

U.S. Army All-American. Named first-team AlL-USA by USA Tooar. Ranked No. 38 
prospect in the nation and No. 3 offensive lineman by Athlon Sports, No. 6 tackle 
in the country by ESPN. 

OL/DE JAKE RAULERSON 6-5, 262, CELINA, TX 

U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No, 113 player in the nation and No. 9 tackle 
prospect by ESPN, No. 3 center in the country by 247Sports. Two-time 3A All-State 
selection. 

TE GEOFF SWAIM 6-4, 250, CHICO, CA 

Transfer from Butte (Calif.) College. Ranked No. 27 junior college prospect in the 
nation and No. 4 tight end by ESPN. Named first-team All-California Community 
College Region One. 

QB TYRONE SWOOPES 6-4, 245, WHITEWRIGHT, TX 

U.S. Army All-American. Ranked as the No. 12 quarterback in the country by Athlon 
Sports, No. 13 by Rivals and 247Sports. Rushed for 5,341 yards with 73 TDs and 
passed for 3,850 yards with 41 TDs as a three-year starter at quarterback. 

WR JACOREY WARRICK 5-10, 182, HOUSTON, TX 

PrepStar All-American. Ranked No. 119 prospect in the nation and No. 15 receiver 
by ESPN, No. 24 receiver in the country by Athlon Sports. Recorded 99 receptions 
for 1,579 yards and 23 TDs for his career. 
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FIVE WAYS TO 


After a second straight blowout loss to 
Oklahoma last October, a large number 
of Texas fans seemed to turn on Mack 


Brown in a way never seen in his previ- 
ous 15 years in Austin. Brown appeared 
to be on his way to winning some of 
those fans back after reeling off four 
straight victories following that 63-21 
loss to OU. But then came a loss at 
home to TCU on Thanksgiving followed 
by a 42-24 defeat at Kansas State. 


A come-from-behind victory over Oregon 
State in the Alamo Bowl gave Texas a 
hint of momentum going into 2013. But 
the big picture is not pretty: Texas is 
22-16 overall in the past three seasons, 
including an unfathomable 11-15 in the 
Big 12. 


Texas football is broken. Here are five 
ways to fix the Longhorns. 


FIX 


AS FOOTBALL 


by Chip Brown 


HOLD MACK BROWN ACCOUNTABLE 


This appears to be a make-or-break year for Mack Brown at Texas 
in the eyes of most Texas fans. The faithful won't tolerate another 
four- or five-loss season or another blowout loss to Oklahoma. 

Not when Texas A&M is writing storybooks in College Station 
as a member of the SEC. Not when Will Muschamp, former de- 
fensive coordinator at Texas, is going 11—1 in the regular season 
and playing in a BCS bowl in Year 2 at Florida. 

Texas has the most returning starters (18) and the most experi- 
enced quarterback (David Ash) of any team in the Big 12. Yet few 
are picking Texas to win the 2013 race, instead going with the likes 
of Oklahoma, Oklahoma State or TCU. 

Brown vowed two years ago that Texas would play for a national 
title in either 2013 or 2014. Texas has a talented junior class, and 
Brown is counting on this group to lead the Longhorns to big 
things this season. But last year’s defense was the worst in school his- 
tory statistically and just lost NFL Draft picks Kenny Vaccaro 
(safety) and Alex Okafor (end). 

Ash got off to a great start last year but then was benched in the 
blowout loss to OU and again against Kansas, TCU and Kansas 
State. Quarterback is not a position of strength at Texas. 

The schedule is also tricky in 2013, with non-conference games 
at BYU and at home against a much-improved Ole Miss team. 

With DeLoss Dodds’ contract as athletic director expiring in Au- 
gust 2014, this could be the last season in which Brown would have 
Dodds’ undying support. A new athletic director could mean big 
changes, especially for the football coach. 


DEVELOP TOP RECRUITS 
INTO TOP DRAFT PICKS 


Texas hasn't had a single offensive lineman drafted since 2008. 
That’ five years and counting since tackle Tony Hills was selected 
by Pittsburgh in the fourth round. Texas also didn’t have a single of- 
fensive player taken in the 2011 or 2012 NFL Drafts. 

Brown believes that current offensive line coach Stacy Searels is 
recruiting and developing the next wave of NFL talent. But it’s hard 
to look at the current starters and see any difference-makers who 
will be playing on Sundays at this point. 

Texas has recruited plenty of 4- and 5-star prospects on the of- 
fensive line in recent years. But they have failed to be developed 
into pro-level players, and Texas has constantly struggled to run be- 
tween the tackles. Considering that some of the best offensive line- 
men in college football are from Texas — including Luke Joeckel 
and Jake Matthews, both of whom went to Texas A&M — the 
Longhorns have to do better. 

Texas signed 20 players in the 2009 class. Only five ended up 
contributing — six if you count Gilbert, who transferred to SMU 
after the 2011 season. This speaks to both Texas’ poor job evaluat- 
ing prospects and its poor job developing them. 
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McConaughey and Brown: AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian; Manziel: Chric Covatta; Young: AP Phoro/Paul Sakuma 


MODERNIZE PLAYER EVALUATION 

When Mack Brown an- ; 
nounced the hiring of new player 
personnel director Patrick Sud- 
des, a former football operations 
assistant at Alabama, Texas finally 
added a position to its staff that 
Stanford's Jim Harbaugh added 
in 2007 and Nick Saban added in 
2009. 

The hope is that Suddes can 
bring some of the savvy from 
Saban’s well-oiled football office 
that numbers 40 people and 
more closely resembles an NFL 
front office. Texas expects to end 
up with about 15 people in its new personnel department, includ- 
ing a handful of new quality control coaches. 

All of this is aimed at tightening up some of the player evaluation 
mistakes of the past. In 2007, there were camps in which quarter- 
backs Andrew Luck, Landry Jones and Garrett Gilbert were com- 
peting head to head. Coaches from Alabama and Michigan walked 
away clearly giving the edge to Andrew Luck. 

But Texas wasn’t in attendance. The Longhorns had already made 
up their mind to go with Gilbert, the local product who had won 
30 straight games and two state titles at nearby Lake Travis. Luck, 
of Houston Stratford, attended a junior day at Texas. Not only did 
Luck not get a scholarship offer, but the Texas coaches basically ig- 
nored the future No. 1 overall NFL pick. There is no rule that states 
you cant recruit more than one quarterback in the same class. 

And it’s well documented that Texas didn’t believe Robert Griffin 
III or Johnny Manziel (above) — the past two Heisman Trophy 
winners — could play quarterback for the Longhorns. 

Mack Brown knows all too well the importance of the right quar- 
terback. He won his only two conference titles in 28 years as a head 
coach with quarterbacks named Vince Young and Colt McCoy. 


OUT-RECRUIT THE IN-STATE RIVALS 


When Brown took over at Texas, Texas A&M was two years into 
a 15-year period of mediocrity under R.C. Slocum, Dennis Fran- 
chione and Mike Sherman. Texas won most of the head-to-head re- 
cruiting battles between the two schools and dominated the series 
on the field. 

Now, A&M is in the SEC and fresh off a 10-2 season that fea- 
tured the first freshman, Manziel, to win the Heisman Trophy. The 
Aggies’ coach, Kevin Sumlin, has been dominant on the recruiting 
trail. Two players in the Class of 2013 who had been committed to 
Texas ended up signing with A&M, including highly regarded re- 
ceiver Ricky Seals-Jones. 

Brown didn't have to worry about Baylor and TCU in recruiting 
or on the field during most of his time at Texas. That has changed. 
Baylor’s Art Briles and TCU’s Gary Patterson have elevated the pro- 
files of their respective programs and have claimed victories both on 
the field and in recruiting. 

Brown has always seen himself as the pied piper of the Texas high 
school coaches, always showering them with praise in hopes they'll 
help encourage recruits to pick the Longhorns. But Briles, a former 
Texas high school coach, has equally strong ties at the high school 
level. And Patterson has won big with Texas talent. 

Brown used to watch the fish jump into the boat. Not anymore. 
He has been out on the road recruiting more than ever, and it will 
take that kind of effort for Texas to re-establish itselfas the top des- 
tination in the Lone Star State. 


LIVE A CHAMPIONSHIP MENTALITY 


The championship drive ofa team has to be established from the 
top down. And an increasing number of Texas fans are doubting 
that Brown has what it takes to compete with the likes of Saban at 
Alabama and Urban Meyer at Ohio State any longer. 

Brown was either confused or deliberately trying to deceive when 
he made it sound like the player personnel director position that 
Texas created in early 2013 was the result of new recruiting rules. 

That position has been around for five years. Texas just this year 
got around to creating it. And based on Texas’ high number of 
misses in recruiting recently, it’s a position Brown could have ben- 
efited from if it was filled in 2007, when Harbaugh did the same 
at Stanford. 

The NCAA also doesn’t currently have a limit on the number of 
quality control coaches you can hire. Saban has at least nine. 
Brown had three in 2012. 

And while Brown has always been credited with having a great 
family atmosphere that is attractive to recruits, no one uses words 
like “physical” to describe the Longhorns. That has to start at the 
top and be an everyday way of life. 

While coaches such as Saban, Meyer and 
Muschamp are notorious for breathing fire —_- 
during practices to get players on edge, 
Brown is often standing at practice with 
the boosters he courts very carefully 
while leaving the coaching to 
his assistants. 

And the question has to 
be asked: Does Brown still 
have enough competitive 
fire to compete on the 
field and on the re- 
cruiting trail with the 
likes of Stoops? The 
Longhorns Red 
River rivals have 
won three in a 
row against the 
Horns, the last 
two by an ay- 
erage of 40 
points — 
with OU 
teams that 
weren't close to 
the best Stoops has had. That's 
alarming. 


Long gone are the glory days 
of Vince Young and his title- 
winning Texas teammates. 
Can Mack Brown recapture 
the magic? 
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2013 SCHEDULE 


T TEXAS TECH careth 


SEPTEMBER 
7 Stephen F. Austin 
is TCU = 


21 Texas State 
NATIONAL FORECAST: 45. // BIG 12 PREDICTION: 7 OCTOBER 


5 at Kansas = 
12 lowaState 
hings changed in Lubbock the night Kliff Kingsbury was announced as Texas Tech's new 19 at West Virginia 
head football coach. With one move, a fan base that had been fractured since the tail end 26 at Oklahoma —= 
of the Mike Leach era suddenly became united. The Red Raider faithful hadn't been pleased NOVEMBER 


with the way former head coach Tommy Tuberville left Lubbock, despite the fact that he 
had fallen out of favor after posting a 2—12 record against former Big 12 South opponents in three 
seasons. 

But what was done was done. Attention quickly turned to finding the right fit for the university 
athletic director Kirby Hocutt stressed how important this was in a press conference following Tu- 
berville’s resignation — and support quickly coalesced to bring former star quarterback Kingsbury 
back to Lubbock. = 

So when Kingsbury’s hire was announced on the night of Dec. 12, thousands of 
‘Tech fans rallied on campus to celebrate — and “Kliffsanity” has reigned in Lubbock 
ever since. 

Kingsbury, the youngest head coach in the FBS power conferences at 33, has a lot 
of what more established coaches are lacking — broad appeal beyond what he can do 
for a program that has stagnated over the last three seasons. 

What does Kingsbury make of all the attention he’s receiving? What can you say 
about the fact that there’s a women’s t-shirt that reads, “Our head coach is hotter than 
yours” and that his signature Oakley Frogskin sunglasses sold out at the local mall? 

“Te’s better than the alternative,” Kingsbury said in a local TV interview. 

The head coach has faced challenges in his first few months back in Lubbock. 

For starters, he had to assemble a coaching staff while at the same time salvaging a 
recruiting class that dwindled to six players after Tuberville’s resignation. He came 
through with a respectable 23-man signing class that was ranked 51st nationally by 
Rivals and built a staff made up mostly of former Tech football players and others who 
he believes share his passion for his alma mater. 

But the real work is just beginning. 


QUARTERBACKS Sophomore Michael Brewer is expected to be the latest in a 
string of successful signal-callers at Texas Tech that dates back to Kingsbury’s playing 
career on the South Plains. Brewer emerged as the heir apparent to Seth Doege — who 
exhausted his eligibility in 2012 — less than six months after he arrived on campus 
and is now set to take over as the team’s starter. Brewer will have to prove himself to 
Kingsbury and earn the job, but that is considered to be little more than a formality 
at this point. Expectations are high for the third-year 
sophomore, but he has met high standards his entire 
life. Brewer's father and grandfather were both quar- 
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_9 Kansas State 
16 _ vs. Baylor # 
26 at Teas 


#Arlington, TX 


MICHAEL BREWER 


terbacks at Texas, and Brewer followed in the footsteps 2013 PROJECTION: 7-5, 4-5 BIG 12 

of Garrett Gilbert and Todd Reesing at Austin’s Lake With Kliff Kingsbury’s high-powered offense coming to Lubbock, the Red Raiders should be one of 
Travis High School and led the Cavaliers to two state college football's most entertaining teams in 2013. New quarterback Michael Brewer is poised for 
championships. There is no reason to believe that a breakout season, and there's no shortage of skill players in the supporting cast. The offensive 
Brewer will do anything but thrive as the Red Raiders’ line is a question mark, with the departure of three starters. The defense made significant 
starter. In limited time last year, he completed 34-of- progress last fall after a dismal 2011 season, but there's still room for improvement. Kingsbury 
48 passes for 375 yards with four touchdowns and no will have his alma mater in a bowl game, though it will be tough for the Red Raiders to finish in 
interceptions. True freshman Davis Webb, an early en- the top half of the Big 12 standings. Postseason: Heart of Dallas Bowl vs. Rice 


rollee, played his way into the No. 2 spot during 
spring practice. 


RUNNING BACKS Most assume that Kingsbury will run an offensive attack that is dominated 5-YEAR WIN TREND 
by the pass. And while that will no doubt be a big part of the offense, Kingsbury is quick to let every- 11 
one know that Texas A&M, where he served as the offensive coordinator in 2012, led the SEC in rush- 
ing last season. While it seems unlikely that the Red Raiders will top the Big 12 in rushing this fall, 888 
it isn’t a stretch to think that returning starter Kenny Williams could become the program's first 
1,000-yard rusher in 14 years. If the junior is to top the 1,000-yard mark, he will have to shake tough 5 
competition from sophomore DeAndre Washington, who redshirted last season while recovering 5 
ad Ea ea 


from a knee injury. The team’s stable of running backs is supplemented by senior SaDale Foster, who 
transferred in from junior college in 2012, and freshman Quinton White. Tech also will add speedy 
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junior college transfer Tyler Middleton this summer. He should be a nice change-of-pace option out 


of the backfield. 
RECEIVERS The Red Raiders’ receiving corps is less experienced than it may seem at first glance. 


Five players return who started at least one game last season, but only two of them — Eric Ward and 
Jakeem Grant — played in more than seven games in 2012. Ward is the unit's obvious headliner; he 
caught 82 passes for 1,053 yards and 12 touchdowns as a junior and should be a preseason All-Big 
12 selection. Tight end Jace Amaro, who could also receive some preseason ink, is fully recovered 
from a freak spleen injury that caused him to miss six games after a promising start to the 2012 cam- 
paign. While Ward and Amaro are expected to be 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 18 Eric Ward (Sr.) 19 Derreck Edwards (So.) 
WR 4 Bradley Marquez (Jr.] 2 Reginald Davis (Fr.) 
WR 11 JakeemGrant(So.) 85 Jordan Davis (Jr.) _ 
TE 22 Jace Amaro (Jr.) 86 Peyton Williams (Fr.) 
LT 62 Le’RavenClark(So.) 67 Matt Wilson [So.) 
LG 72 BeauCarpenter(Jr.) 77 Trey Keenan (Fr.) 

C 75 JaredKaster(So.) 51 TonyMorales(So.) 
RG 63 James Polk (Jr.) 56 Alfredo Morales (So.) 
RT 73 Rashad Fortenberry (Sr.) 72 Beau Carpenter Jr.) 


QB 16 Michael Brewer (So.) 7 Davis Webb (Fr.) 
RB 34 Kenny Williams(Jr.) 21 DeAndre Washington [So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 8 DelvonSimmons(Jr.) 43 Jackson Richards (Jr.) 
DT 91 KerryHyder(Sr.) 96 Dennell Wesley (Sr.) 
DE 54 DartwanBush(Sr.) 94 Donte Phillips (So.) 
BAN 10 Pete Robertson (So.) 9 Branden Jackson (So.) 
MLB 7 Will Smith (Sr.) 13 Sam Eguavoen (Jr.) 
MLB 25 Blake Dees(Jr.) | 27 Zach Winbush (Jr.) 

RAID 1 Terrance Bultitt(Sr.) 20 Chris Payne (Sr.) 

CB 24 Bruce Jones (Sr.) 14 La’Darius Newbold (Fr.} 


CB 4 Derrick Mays (Sr.) 23. Jeremy Reynolds (So.) 
S 5 Tre’ Porter (Sr.] 30 Austin Stewart (Jr.) 
S41 J.J.Gaines(So.) 35 Keenon Ward(Fr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 48 Ryan Bustin Jr.) KR 11 Jakeem Grant (So.) 
P 26 RyanErxleben (Sr) PR 8 Saale Foster(Sr.) 


\ Texas Tech went 
almost six full 
games without 


forcing a single 
turnover — 359 minutes plus 
among the best in the league at their positions this fall, the overall suc- overtime in two games — in the 
cess of the Red Raiders’ receiving corps will likely hinge on how second half of the season. 
quickly the team’s next generation of wideouts can emerge as reliable weapons. Derreck Edwards and 
Grant, both sophomores, and freshmen Reginald Davis and Dominique Wheeler dont need to be su- 
perstars in 2013, but Tech will need at least two of them to play significant snaps. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN This is the weakness of the offense. Tech will be replacing three starters 
up front — at left tackle, center and right tackle — but an alarming lack of depth is a more imme- 
diate concern. The team had only eight healthy scholarship linemen, not even enough for a two- 
deep, during spring ball. Fortunately, help is on the way in the form of five 2013 signees who will join 
the team this summer. Coaches are very high on sophomore Le’Raven Clark, who will move to left 
tackle after spending last season at right guard. Junior Beau Carpenter, the veteran of the group, 
started nine games at left guard in 2012 and is expected to retain his spot. Sophomore Jared Kaster 
doesn't have great size (6'3", 271 pounds) but is a cerebral player who showed flashes in spot duty last 
season. The right side of the line seems less set, but junior guard James Polk and senior tackle Rashad 
Fortenberry are the early favorites to earn those spots. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN With Tech moving away from the 4-3 to the 3-4 under new defensive co- 
coordinator Matt Wallerstedt, some of the team’s more athletic ends were moved to outside line- 
backer. There's still a lot of talent at end, as Jackson Richards and Dartwan Bush return after strong 
performances last season. Bush ranked second on the team with 12 tackles for a loss and tied for the 
team lead with six sacks. Tech is loaded at defensive tackle, with seniors Kerry Hyder, one of the team's 
vocal leaders, and Dennell Wesley leading the way. Junior Delvon Simmons and freshmen Anthony 
Smith and J.J. Lollar round out a deep group up front. 


LINEBACKERS This unit could look a lor different within the 3-4 scheme. Wallerstedt and co-de- 
fensive coordinator Mike Smith, the inside and outside linebackers coaches respectively, have created 
the Bandit and Raider outside backer positions. Raider will play as more of a pass-first defender, and 
Bandits will play more conventional linebacker roles. The top two Bandits are former defensive ends, 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH 

Kliff Kingsbury 

RECORD AT SCHOOL 
First Season 

CAREER RECORD 

First Season 
CO-OFFENSIVE 
COORDINATORS 

Sonny Cumbie, Eric Morris 
CO-DEFENSIVE 
COORDINATORS 

Mike Smith, Matt Wallerstedt 
LOCATION 

Lubbock, TX 

STADIUM 

Jones AT&T Stadium (60,454) 


Kenny Williams, RB 
Rushed for 824 yards and 
five touchdowns as a sopho- 
more. Averaged a healthy 5.8 
yards per carry. 

Eric Ward, WR Could have gone to the 
NFL but opted to stay and build on a 
team-leading 1,053-yard and 12-touch- 
down junior campaign. 

Jace Amaro, TE Was on his way toa 
breakout season before suffering a freak 
spleen injury midway through the season. 
Finished the year with 409 receiving yards 
and four touchdowns. 

Will Smith, LB Recorded 55 tackles and 
anchored the defense as the team’s pri- 
mary middle linebacker in his first season 
after transferring from junior college. 


Kerry Hyder, DT Finished his junior sea- 
son with 56 tackles and six sacks and 
was named first-team All-Big 12 by sev- 
eral media outlets. 


Seth Doege, OB Passed for more than 
4,000 yards in each of his two seasons as 
the Red Raiders’ starting quarterback. 
Cody Davis, FS A four-year starter at 
safety who recorded 101 tackles and in- 
tercepted three passes as a senior. 

D.J. Johnson, SS_A three-year starter at 
safety who earned second-team All-Big 
12 honors in 2012. 


Darrin Moore, WR Registered 1,032 re- 
ceiving yards and 13 touchdowns as a 
senior. Had 326 yards over his last two 
Big 12 games. 

LaAdrian Waddle, LT Columbus, Texas, 
native was a three-year starter at left 
tackle. 


Redshirt freshman Reginald Davis, who 
once had 500 all-purpose yards in a high 
school state championship game, im- 
pressed the coaching staff in spring ball 
with his hands and ability to play big. He’s 
getting comparisons to Michael Crabtree in 
the way he can catch the ball and what he 
can do in space. “The sky is the limit if he 
keeps working hard,” Kliff Kingsbury says. 
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2012 RESULTS 


RECORD: 8-5, 4-5 (BIG 12) 


*F 2013 TEXAS TECH ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVELINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN Sept. 1 Northwestern State W bb-6 
5 Barr, Austin 6-4/187 Fr. Southlake, TX | 54 Bush, Dartwan 6-1/256 Sr. Clute, TX Sept. 8 at Texas State W 58-10 
16 Brewer, Michael ——6-1/183 So. Lake Travis, TX | §3 Evans, Kindred 6-3/228 So. Grand Prairie, TX Sept.15 New Mexico W 49-14 
13 Costilla, Brant 64/224 Sr. Dallas, TX 95 Hamilton, Jordan 6-0/294 Fr. Waller, TX Sept.29 at Towa State "W 26-13 
15 Nicholas, Clayton 6-3/216 Fr. Abilene, TX | 91. Hyder, Kerry 6-2/281 Sr. — Austin, TX Oct. 6 Oklahoma L 20-41 
10 Walton, Dustin 6-3/229 So. Raton, NM 46 Knighton, Chris 6-1/252 Sr. Longview, TX o — - 
"7 Webb, Davis ——6-4/194 Fr. ~~ Prosper, TX | 99 Lollar, JJ. __6-3/275 Fr. College Station, TX Oct. 13 West Virginia ss W_ 49-14 
RUNNING BACKS HTIWT CL HOMETOWN | 24 Phillips, Donte 6-2/260 So. Milwaukee, WI Oct. 20 at TCU (ot) W 56-53 
8 Faster. SaDale 5IN8? St Riverside, ca | & Richards, Jackson 6-4/248 J Southlake, TX Oct. 27 _at Kansas State L 26-55 
M0 Hall, Rodney “59/233 > “Angleton, TX | 8 Simmons, Delvon 6-5/290 Jt. _ McKeesport, PA Nov. 3 Texas x A : 22-31, 
3 Ontiveros, Omar 51/236 Sr. Austin, TK | 98 Smith, Anthony 5-10/312 Fr. Houston, TX Nov.10 Kansas fot) W 41-34 
30 Owen, Payton 53/240 So. Maybank, x | 9% Wesley, Dennell 6-1/286 Sr. Hastings, FL Nov.17 at Oklahoma State L 21-59 
3% Roll Evan 63/215 J Fort Worth, TX” | 89 Wright, Cameron 6-3/223 So. Lubbock, TX Nov. 24 vs. Baylor % (ot) L 45-52 
79 Talbott, Josh 6-0/199 Sr. Trophy Club, TX | LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN Dec.28 vs.Minnesota# W 34-31 
21 Washington, DeAndre 5-8/182 So. Missouri City, TX | 18 Awe, Micah _ 6-0/205 So. _ Arlington, TX Arlington #Meineke Car Care Bowl 
37 White, Quinton 5-7/97 Fr. College Station, TX | _1 Bullitt, Terrance 6-3/221_‘Sr. Garland, TX 
36 Williams, Kenny 5-9/219 Jr. Pflugerville, 1X | 47 Carter, Garrett 6-1/206 Fr. Sundown, TX. 
RECEIVERS HTIWT CL HOMETOWN 25 Dees, Blake 6-0/215 Jr. Spanish Fort, AL 
1. Bell, Javon EWI Ss hsealartlia | eee ee Rae 
88 Blakemore, Brennan 5-8/164 Fr. Wimberley, TX eons a ee 

: : “ Ys 9 Jackson, Branden  6-4/248 So. McKeesport, PA 
80 Daniels, Leroy __5-11/180_So. Vernon, TX | 33 -Parkhill, Casey 6-4/296 J Lubbock, TX 
84 Darden, Norman 5-7/160 Jr. Houston, TX as : cr 

es zs esate 20 Payne, Chris 5-10/187 Sr. Columbia, SC 
85 Davis, Jordan 5-9/174 Jr. Arlington, TX 10 Robertson, Pete §-3/220 So. Longview, TX 
2 Davis, Reginald __6-0/184 _ Fr. Tenaha, | 79 Robison, Chase 6-4/237 Fr. Memphis, TN 
eran, Ranier ATT Se Colleyville, TX | 50 Scalzi Tyler 64/220 ‘F. __‘Flower Mound, TK. 
19 Edwards, Derreck 6-1/177 So. Brenham, TX 7 Smith, Will 63/226 Sn ~ Riverside, CA 
Fee, Ran ETS ES Keller, | G Williams, kris 6-1/213_‘Fr. Dallas, 1X 
M1 Grant, Jakeem __5-6/163So._—Mesquite,IX_ | 27 Winbush, Zach 6-219. ——=«*Scherta, TK 
4 Marquez, Bradley 5-11/201 Jr. Odessa, TX 
82 Mitcham, Brent 5-8/183 Jr. Houston, Tk. | DEFENSIVEBACKS = HI/WT CL - HOMETOWN 
2 Ochei, Victor 61170 Fr. Mesquite, TK 32 Bagley, Brandon §-10/155 Jr. Los Angeles, CA 
27 Pearson, Brad 6-3/215 So. Lubbock, 1x | 12 Corker, Shawn 6-193 Jr. __F Lauderdale, FL_ 
89 Rice, Carson G-4/710 So. Austin, TK 29 Falemi, Olaoluwa —5-9/157 Sr. Carson, CA KERRY HYDER 
18 Ward, Eric 6-0/204 Sr. Wichita Falls, 1x | 4! Gaines, J. 5-10/180 So. Irving, TX 
28 Wheeler, Dominique 6-177 fr. Crockett, x | 22 Gamble, Dawson S-11/175_f.___ustin, TK 2012 INDIVIDUAL 
86 Williams, Peyton 6-1/178 Fr. Southlake Caroll, TX i ee: sam =a a 2 ee STATS 
83 Woodyard, Coop 6-1/193 Fr. The Woodlands, TX © Mays, Derrick SINS Sr Killeen, TX 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN | 4% Newbold, La’Darius 5-11/190 Fr. Lancaster, Tk PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
22 Amaro, Jace 6-5/257 Jr. San Antonio, TX | 36 Nguema,Theirry  5-10/168 Fr. Corona, CA Seth Doege 541 380 4,205 39 16 
OFFENSIVELINEMEN -HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 5 Porter, Tre 6-0/202 Sr. ‘Midwest City, OK Michael Brewer 48 34 375 4 0 
72 Carpenter, Beau 6-6/284 Jr. Sulphur Springs, 1X | 23 Reynolds, Jeremy 5-9/175 So. Greensboro, NC RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
71 Clark, Kyle 6-5/286 Sr. Denton, TX 30 Stewart, Austin 6-0/206 Jt. Matthews, NC Kenny Williams 143 824 5.8 5 
62 Clark,Le'Raven 6-5/303 So. Rockdale, 1X | 45 Vestal, Jordan 6-0/192 So. Lubbock, TX_ EricStephens 89 4805.4 OS 
73 Fortenberry, Rashad 6-5/275 Sr. Tylertown, MS | 35 Ward,Keenon ——_5-9/189 Fr. Snyder, TX SaDaleFoster 91 451 5.0 3 
64 Foster, Wayne 6-3/266 So. Austin, 1X 26 White, John 5-10/200 So. __ Bremond, TK Seth Doege 48 SR Ad 2 
75. Kaster, Jared 6-3/271 So. Altair, TX SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
77 Keenan, Trey 6-6/280 Fr. Argyle, TX | 50 Bradham, Parker (LS) 6-0/210 Fr. Aledo, TX Darrin Moore 92 1,032 11.2 13 
70 Leonard, Patrick 6-8/250 Sr. Lamesa, 1X | 57 Brenner, David (LS) 6-0/219 So. Plano, TX Eric Ward 82 1,053 12.8 12 
56 Morales, Alfredo 6-3/302_ So. —_Arlington, TX 48 Bustin, Ryan(K) — 5-11/172 Jr. “Kilgore, TX” Tyson Williams 35 362 10.1 2 
51 Morales, Tony 6-3/302 So. Arlington, TX | 52 Chester, Alex (LS) 5-10/220 Jr. __ Austin, TX JakeemGrant 33 287 87 3 
79 Ofor, Bennett 6-3/255 Jr. Houston, TX | 26 Erxleben, Ryan(P) 6-1/191 Sr. Lake Travis, TX KICKING: Ryan Bustin, 17-26 FGs, 59-59 XPs, 110 
GB Polk, James G-O882 J. ———‘Howston, TK | 5 Fyfe KrameriK] 58/159 J fast T pets Sra 
61 Renteria, Emiliano 6-3/295 Fr. Lamesa, TX | 39 Mannon,Seth(K) — 6-6/252 Jr. Houston, TX” TACKLES: Cody Davis, 101; DJ. Johnson, 90 
67 Wilson, Matt 6-6/268 So. Coldspring, 1X | 42 Symmank, Taylor (K) 6-2/173 So. McKinney, TX SACKS: Dartwan Bush, 6; Kerry Hyder, 6 


INTERCEPTIONS: Cody Davis, 3 
SCOUTING THE RED RAIDERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TEXAS TECH 

“Obviously they lose the quarterback, Seth Doege, which is big. He wasn’t an NFL player, but he knew the offense very 
well, knew where to go with the ball. ... They have a lot of excitement with the new coaching staff coming in. They have 
good receivers, a big offensive line, and they are really improved on defense from a few years ago. Not sure which guys 
are returning, but they improved a year ago as much as anyone. It will be interesting to see if they can build on that. ... 
Offensively, they'll always put up great numbers. With Kliff Kingsbury, it will be up-tempo, wide open and as fast as 
you can go. They'll go up and down the field on people. They still have the guys to do that, but the quarterback is the 


Returning Players in Bold 


2012 RANKINGS 


Offense Per Game Big 12 National 
Scoring 37.5 ppg 6 20 
Rushing 139.9 ypg 10 86 
Passing 355.9 ypg 1 2 
Total 495.9 ypg 5 13 


‘Defense Per Game Big 12 National 


question mark. Not sure who it will be. ... Maybe that transition will be easy. The (quarterback) they had last year was Scoring 31.8 ppg 7 90 
a very heady player. | think you can win there consistently. They do a good job recruiting in the state. When Mike Leach Rushing = 175.3 ypg 5 74 
was there, they won a lot. ... The big tight end was hurt for them for about half of last season, Jace Amaro. He's a big Passing = -192.0ypg 5 
guy, and they flexed him out. His numbers don’t look that good, but we thought the world of him. ... Running backs are Total 373ypg 2B 
middle of the pack, probably. Nothing like (Oklahoma State's) Joseph Randle, who | thought was one of the best backs TOMargin PerGame Big 12 National 


-13 1.00 = 10 106 


in the league. ... They were very improved in pass rush and on the defensive line.” 
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sophomores Pete Robertson and Branden Jackson. The Raiders 
are seniors Terrance Bullitt and Chris Payne and redshirt fresh- 
man Kris Williams. Long term staples Blake Dees and Will Smith 
return at middle linebacker while Sam Eguavoen and Zach Win- 
bush have the versatility to play outside linebacker if needed. 


Tech lost nearly its entire starting sec- 
ondary from 2012 to graduation. There are solid options at safety, 
with senior Tre’ Porter — who served as the nickel back last sea- 
son — at strong safety and talented sophomore J.J. Gaines at the 
free spot. Junior Austin Stewart is a capable backup. Bruce Jones 
started six games as a junior in 2012 and is the obvious answer for 
one of the cornerback spots. The spot opposite Jones remains un- 
resolved and will be decided in fall camp between a few role play- 
ers, redshirt freshmen and four defensive back signees. 


No issues here. The Red Raiders return their 
field goal kicker, punter and primary kickoff returners. Ryan 
Bustin hit 17-of-24 field goals as a sophomore and made all 59 
extra point attempts. Punter Ryan Erxleben averaged 41.7 yards 
per punt last season. Grant took over the kickoff return duties late 
in the season and returned two kicks for a touchdown — one for 
99 yards and one for 97 yards — in his last two games. The punt 
returner role has yet to be filled, but that could end up being 
Grant or Foster. 


HUDDLE 


Freshman quarterback Davis Webb impressed Texas 
Tech’s former coaching staff from the first time they saw him. The 6'4", 194-pound 
signal-caller enrolled in school in January and quickly rose up the depth chart past 
more experienced players to the No. 2 spot. During the spring, when his former high 
school teammates were preparing for prom, Webb was competing for a starting po- 
sition for a Big 12 football team. As impressive as he has been, Webb will likely 
have to wait behind Michael Brewer. If all goes to plan, Webb will redshirt while 
serving as the backup quarterback. 


Contemporary music could be heard blaring through the speakers 
during spring practice at Texas Tech. It's something Kliff Kingsbury and Texas A&M 
head coach Kevin Sumlin thought up while they were working together at Houston. 
“We went 13-1 that year (2011) and it worked last year (at Texas A&M), so we're 
going to keep it going,” Kingsbury says. “You know, coaches enjoy it and the kids 
enjoy it. Instead of the dull monotony of a hot summer day, you get some music and 
it can get people going. We like it.” Music isn’t a spring gimmick that will go away 
when things get more serious this fall. “We want them to have fun,” the head coach 
says. “They're not getting paid like pros, so it's important to me they have fun and 
can goof around as long as they're executing well and come off the field knowing 
they're the best player they can be after that day. That's all part of it. We want them 
to be loose and excited when they play the game.” 


Texas Tech's largest alumni base is 350 miles way in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area. Going that far for a practice isn’t feasible, but Kingsbury wanted to take 
the Red Raiders’ show on the road during the spring. So Tech went 120 miles south 
to Midland to hold an intra-squad scrimmage in early April. It also was the first 
practice open to the public, including the media. The trip was a success with more 
than 7,200 fans in attendance at Grande Communications Stadium. 


Tech is putting the final touches on a $25 million stadium reno- 
vation that will feature the eighth-largest high-definition video board in college 
football and a state of the art sound system. The new addition, called the 
‘Raidertron,’ will be 38 feet tall and 100 feet wide. The board consists of four million 
red, green, blue units that make it capable of 281 trillion color renditions. In addi- 
tion, the north end of the stadium has been redone to resemble the Spanish Renais- 
sance-style architecture of the rest of the stadium and campus. 


The Red Raiders will play three weekday games this season. The 
team’s 2013 campaign starts with a Friday night game on Aug. 30 at SMU on ESPN. 
The game will be the third game of the year aired by ESPN and will be the third 
game of the season played between BCS conference opponents (SMU has moved to 
the American Athletic Conference). Tech will play TCU at home on Sept. 12, a Thurs- 
day game that will be picked up by the ESPN family of networks or Fox Sports 1, and 
will wrap up the regular season with a game at Texas on Thanksgiving night. 
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SIGNEES 


With three weeks to go before National Signing Day, Texas Tech's 
recruiting class consisted of only 10 verbal commitments and was 
ranked by Rivals behind the classes at Temple, Western Kentucky 
and Hawaii. That was the lowest point in the cycle for the Red Raiders. 
The program's recruiting class was ranked in the top 40 nationally en- 
tering December, but the sudden and unexpected resignation of 
Tommy Tuberville started a month-long process that would see Tech’s 
class shrink dramatically from its one-time peak of 19 pledges. 

All told, the Red Raiders lost or parted ways with 12 verbal pledges 
asa result of the program's transition from Tuberville to Kliff Kings- 
bury. Rivals250 wide receiver Devin Lauderdale was the first to de- 
commit, but he was not the last. Will Barrow decommitted a few days 
later. Junior college linebacker Dakorey Johnson flipped to Kansas 
State days before the early sign- 
ing period, and three days later 
five more junior college commits 


BY POSITION 

Offensive Linemen 5 — Rodriguez Moore, Terrell Harts- 
DefensiveBacks 4  _ field, Jerrell Jordan, Darren Dos- 
Wide Receivers 4 ‘ton and Stormy Butler — signed 
Athletes 3 with Tuberville’s Cincinnati pro- 
Linebackers 3 gram. Florida running back Daryl 
Defensive Linemen 2 Chestnut was the last to decom- 
Quarterbacks 1 mit in early January, and that de- 
Running Backs 1 parture was followed by the Red 
BY STATE Raiders parting ways with three 
Texas 14 other recruits who didn't fit into 
Georgia 5 their plans. 

California 2 From that low point in mid-Jan- 
Michigan 1 —_uary, Kingsbury and his staff re- 
Missouri 1 bounded in a big way. They secured 


the recommitment of Lauderdale, 
went into East Texas and beat out TCU and Oklahoma State for ath- 
lete Gary Moore, bolstered the team’s depth chart with junior college 
commitments at four need positions and landed nine other promis- 
ing high school prospects. “The biggest deal was recruiting the staff 
and players at the same time for me.” Kingsbury says. “| can’t com- 
mend our staff enough for the effort they've put in and the way they 
hustled and found guys. Our coaching staff really did an outstanding 
job of locating the players we needed and getting that done.” 
Tech also landed commitments from two highly regarded 2014 re- 
cruits in the days leading up to and after National Signing Day. 


DB « DEE PAUL * MUNDAY, TX 

Some of Texas Tech’s best recruits in recent years have come from 
very small schools. The Red Raiders believe they found another gem 
in Dee Paul, from Munday, Texas. 

The former staff first noticed Paul when his team was on the los- 
ing end of the 2011 1A Division I! state championship game. The star 
of the winning team that day was current Red Raider wide receiver 
Reginald Davis, who had over 00 all-purpose yards for Tenaha High 
School. In 2012, Munday made it back to the title game. This time, 
Paul was the star, recording 277 all-purpose yards and scoring three 
touchdowns in a 42-14 win that capped off a special senior season. 

A few days later, Paul committed to Tech over Baylor and Okla- 
homa State. And he held true to his commitment through the coach- 
ing transition, in part because outside receivers coach Sonny Cumbie 
was retained by Kliff Kingsbury. “| think Texas Tech is the right place 
for me because of the relationship | have with the coaches, and it's 
closer to home,” Paul says. “That was the big factor.” 

Paul will play defensive back at Tech and run track in the spring. 
Oklahoma State wanted Paul solely for football, and Baylor ultimately 
proved to be too far from Munday. 


DL DEMETRIUS ALSTON 6-4, 261, NORCROSS, GA 
Transfer from Hutchinson (Kan.) Community College. Suffered a broken leg during 
the first game of the year and missed the rest of the 2012 season. 


S JALEN BARNES 5-11, 175, PORT ARTHUR, TX 
First-team All-District 21-5A selection. Recorded 54 tackles, one INT and five pass 
breakups as a senior. 


DE ZACH BARNES 6-4, 230, LOGANVILLE, GA 
Registered nine sacks and 15 tackles for a loss as a senior. 


OL AKRON BENNETT 6-7, 285, REDLANDS, CA 
Transfer from Riverside (Calif.) Community College. Graded out at 94 percent with 
48 pancake blocks and 68 knockdowns in 2012. 


OL BAYLEN BROWN 6-4, 280, SAN ANTONIO, TX 
Offense-Defense All-American. Ranked No. 19 guard in the nation by 247Sports. 
Graded out at 96 percent with 53 pancake blocks and 78 knockdowns. 


WR DYLAN CANTRELL 6-2, 202, WHITEHOUSE, TX 

Ranked No. 36 wide receiver in the country by Scout and No. 70 prospect in Texas 
by ESPN. Named first-team All-State by the Associated Press. Made 66 receptions 
for 1,396 yards and 15 TDs as a senior. 


DB DORIAN CRAWFORD 6-2, 200, SAN DIEGO, CA 
Transfer from Mt. San Antonio (Calif.) College. Recorded 35 tackles, two INTs and 
four pass breakups in 2012. 


OL CODY HAYES 6-6, 260, FORT WORTH, TX 
Second-team All-State and first-team All-District 6-4A selection. Graded out at 94 
percent with 51 pancakes blocks and 79 knockdowns in 2012. 


S MARTIN HILL 6-0, 190, ST. LOUIS, MO 
Transfer from Pierce (Calif.) College. Ranked No. 20 junior college cornerback in 
the nation by 247Sports. 


LB MALIK JENKINS 6-3, 225, ENNIS, TX 
First-team All-District selection. Lifelong dream to play for Texas Tech. Recorded 
116 tackles as a senior. 


WR DEVIN LAUDERDALE 5-11, 170, HOUSTON, TX 
Ranked No. 26 wide receiver in the nation by Rivals and No. 42 prospect in Texas by 
247Sports. Named Offensive MVP for District 20-5A. 


LB JACARTHY MACK 6-3, 205, LITHONIA, GA 

Ranked No. 57 outside linebacker in the nation by Rivals. Two-time first-team All- 
District selection. Recorded 65 tackles, including six for loss and seven sacks as a 
senior. 


RB TYLER MIDDLETON 6-0, 180, MIDLAND, TX 
Transfer from Navarro (Texas) College. Ranked No. 3 junior college all-purpose by 
247Sports. 


ATH GARY MOORE 6-5, 220, CLARKSVILLE, TX 
Ranked No. 80 wide receiver in the nation by Rivals. Named first-team All-State by 
the Associated Press. Four-time All-District 8-2A selection. 


ATH JUSTIS NELSON 6-2, 168, MESQUITE, TX 
First-team All-District selection on both offense and defense. Had 30 receptions 
for 580 yards and 10 TDs as a senior. " 


OL JOSH OUTLAW 6-4, 290, LITHONIA, GA 

Semper-Fidelis All-American. Ranked No. 24 quard in the nation and No. 32 
prospect in Georgia by Rivals. 

DB DEE PAUL 5-11, 160, MUNDAY, TX 

Named 2012 Offensive Player of the Year by Dave Campbell's Texas High School 
Football magazine. Named Defensive Player of the Year by Associated Press. 

WR DJ. POLITE-BRAY 6-1, 175, LITHONIA, GA 

Ranked No. 75 wide receiver in the country by Rivals. Made 53 receptions for 1,063 
yards and 17 TDs as a senior. First-team All-State selection. 


OL POET THOMAS 6-6, 295, BEVERLY HILLS, MI 

Two-time All-Oakland County selection. Played defensive line in high school. 

WR CARLOS THOMPSON 5-9, 173, MANVEL, TX 

Named District 22-5A Offensive MVP. Caught 67 passes for 1,452 yards and 21 TDs 
as a senior. 


QB DAVIS WEBB 6-4, 194, PROSPER, TX 

Ranked No. 21 quarterback in the nation and No. 54 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 
Threw for 2,658 yards with 23 TDs and rushed for 589 yards with 12 TDs. 

LB KAHLEE WOODS 6-1, 235, SHERMAN, TX 

Ranked No. 61 player in Texas by ESPN. Three-time first-team All-District 13-4A 
selection. 

ATH CALEB WOODWARD 6-1, 190, LEANDER, TX 

Rushed for 1,654 yards and 24 TDs on 272 carries as a senior. 
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KINGSBURY 
COMES HOME 


by Michael Bradley 


or all the talk about Kliff Kingsbury’s youth, wardrobe and ability to relate to play- 

ers, there is one other major factor that should contribute to his success: He's home. 

Kingsbury’s birth certificate says he was born in San Antonio, but the five years 

he spent as a quarterback in Lubbock have made him as West Texas as the dusty 

wind that whips across the South Plains or the grassroots Flatlanders, who have helped bring 

the area to life with their songs for 40 years. His return to Texas Tech has created the kind of 

excitement that used to prevail when he was tossing it around 50 times per game (at least), and 

the Red Raiders were starting their journey 
to prominence under Mike Leach. 

Lubbock is a different kind of place. It 
sits hundreds of miles away from its Big 12 
Texas brethren, who are clustered — if it’s 
possible to be clustered in Lone Star coun- 
try — on the state’s eastern half. If you're 
going to win at Tech, you have to under- 
stand the culture. You have to embrace the 
land and the wind, especially the wind. The 
school doesn’t have the same pedigree as its 
in-state rivals, and as late as the 1960s there 
was a proposal to include it in the Texas 
A&M system. But Tech maintained its in- 
dependence and moved on. By hiring five 
assistant coaches with direct ties to the 
school, Kingsbury has assured that there 
will be no learning curve for his staff when 
it comes to selling the school’s identity. 

“Texas Tech fans and students have always had a chip on their shoulder, and they take pride 
in that,” Kingsbury says. “I hired five coaches who played here, and they bring great energy 
for the school.” 

Tech needs that fire. Under former coach Tommy ‘Tuberville, who surprisingly bolted in 
December to take the Cincinnati job, the program had drifted away from its personality. 

“We have to find our identity again,” Kingsbury says. “I don’t know where it went, but it 
got lost. We have to establish our identity.” 

Kingsbury aims to get that back — in every way possible, That he is doing it as a 33-year old 
head coach has brought him considerable attention. But the bigger story is that he is the ab- 
solute right man for the job, no matter what his age, or how many boosters send secret memos 
to school administrators suggesting marketing strategies that capitalize on his youth. A lot of 
people have played football at Tech. Only Kingsbury blends a true comprehension of the Tech 
essence with a sparkling football résumé and a rare ability to connect with college players. 

“Age does not equate to experience,” says Texas A&M head coach Kevin Sumlin, for whom 
Kingsbury worked as offensive coordinator in 2011 at Houston and last year in College Sta- 
tion. “It’s the quality of experience that matters.” 

Kingsbury’s 11 years after leaving Lubbock have provided a rock-solid football foundation. 
Although he threw a total of two passes during parts of four NFL seasons, he had the oppor- 
tunity to learn from people like Tom Brady and Bill Belichick in New England and Mike 
McCarthy in New Orleans. His apprenticeship under Air Raid savant Dana Holgorsen at 
Houston was akin to graduate work after three years with Leach in Lubbock. And all he did 
last year was run an offense that helped Johnny Manziel win the Heisman Trophy for the Ag- 
gies. But Kingsbury isn’t just a quarterback guy. Sumlin says he understands how to coach of- 
fense and how to direct players successfully. 


— Texas Tech head coach 
Kliff Kingsbury 


“He's got a big-picture view,” Sumlin says. 
“People talk about growth curves and how 
quickly everything happened for him, but I 
can tell you this, once you get to the coordi- 
nator level in the SEC, there is a lot of pres- 
sure involved. You are the head coach of the 
offense, and you have to be able to talk to 
your team in that role.” 

Although Kingsbury was in College Station 
for just one season, he made an impact — 
well beyond Manziel. When he took the job 
at Tech, Kingsbury asked Sumlin if he could 
speak to the team. Kingsbury was honest and 
emotional, and after he finished speaking, one 
Aggie stood and applauded. Wide receiver 
Ryan Swope, who struggled to acclimate to 
Kingsbury’s attack — after authoring the 
finest pass-catching year in A&M history in 
2011 —was moved. “(Swope) stood up and 
clapped,” Sumlin says. “Everybody did, and 
there were some tears shed.” 

Including by Kingsbury. He isn’t just a fast- 
climbing coaching jet, although his trajectory 
is quite steep. His magic is found in his energy 
and ability to sell not only Lubbock but also 
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his vision for success, in terms college kids can 
understand. Players are less inclined to listen 
to an old-schooler spout platitudes and time- 
tested recipes for success, even if they work. 
They want a modern touch — for better or 
worse — and Kingsbury provides that. He's 
demanding and exacting in his approach, but 
one of the reasons Manziel was so successful 
last year was that Kingsbury let the quarter- 
back freelance often within the confines of 
the attack. “He’s a quarterback’s quarterbacks 
coach,” says Case Keenum, who spent four 
of his six years at UH (2006-11) with Kings- 
bury. “He's more inclined to check to a pass 
than to a run.” 

It’s obvious that Kingsbury remembers well 
what it was like when he was a Red Raider. 
The whole staff, which includes only one 
coach older than 40, isn’t far removed from its 
playing days. 

“Being young, we can relate to the kids, be- 
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Once highlighted in the pages of Athlon as a fresh- 
faced kid, Kingsbury returns home ready to restore 
the gunslinging Red Raider mentality he embodies. 


cause only 
eight-to-10 years ago, we 
were doing the same things they are,” says 
co-offensive coordinator Sonny Cumbie, 
who played at Tech from 2001-04. “We relate 
to their struggles as student-athletes. They're 
missing their moms and dads, and we can tell 
them how we dealt with that.” 

Kingsbury is somewhat evasive about what 
kind of attack he'll employ, but fans of 
Leach’s system will recognize plenty of simi- 
larities. The twists will come from Kings- 
bury’s time with the Patriots and with 
McCarthy, as well as his experiences with 
Holgorsen, a spread mad scientist in his own 
right. “(Kingsbury) does a pretty good job 
putting his own twist and slant on the of- 
fense,” Keenum says. 

Mostly, Kingsbury wants to rediscover the 
mentality that helped Tech succeed under 


Leach, who wasn't a 
West Texas native, but his “swing your sword” 
attitude played well with fans. Tuberville did- 
nt run from the South Plains mindset, but he 
didn’t embrace it, either. 

Kingsbury holds tight to that personality. 
It doesn’t matter how old he is or what kind 
of clothes he wears. 

“He's up-to-date enough to wear cool 
brands of jeans and shoes,” co-offensive co- 
ordinator Eric Morris says. 

It’s not about that, even if the alums want 
to market him that way. Kingsbury has re- 
turned to Lubbock, eager to rejuvenate the 
Texas Tech he knows and loves. 

Right where he belongs. 
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WEST VIRGINIA 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 56 // BIG 12 PREDICTION: 8 


the Big 12 and performed poorly in a Pinstripe Bowl loss to Syracuse. 


Now, indeed, that star power — Smith, Tavon Austin and Stedman Bailey — is gone. Only four 


true offensive starters return. And although seven defensive starters are back, they re- 
turn to one of the nation’s worst 2012 units. WVU finished the year No. 10 nation- 
ally in offense yet No. 108 in total defense. 


QUARTERBACKS Holgorsen notes that this is his first quarterback competition 
since his first season as an assistant at Houston in 2008. Smith has been in charge at 
WVU, and Brandon Weeden was the man at Oklahoma State. The coaches spent the 
spring studying junior Paul Millard and redshirt freshman Ford Childress, son of ex-NFL 
star Ray. “They are throwers,” offensive coordinator Shannon Dawson says. “They come 
from throwing backgrounds. They're not very athletic. Neither is going to run a 4.5 40- 
yard dash. But that doesn’t mean production can‘ be up there.” Childress passes the eye 
test with a 6'5", 234-pound frame and a sizzling fastball. Millard, 6'2", has been under 
Holgorsen’s watch longer, though, and completed 9-of-19 passes last season for 87 yards 
and two scores. He might have the edge because of a tighter handle on the ball. A third 
option entered the picture when Clint Trickett announced in May that he was trans- 
ferring to WVU after spending the first three years of his career at Florida State. Trick- 
ett, the son of Rick Trickett, the former West Virginia and current FSU offensive line 
coach, played in 17 games over the last two seasons as EJ Manuel’s backup. 


RUNNING BACKS Holgorsen considers his running backs to be a strength. Daw- 
son isn’t quite as sold. “To be honest, when you break in a new quarterback, you're 
going to lean on the run game,” Dawson says. “It’s just the way it is. It’s a good time 
to be the running back at West Virginia. ... But we need an identity at running back.” 
Since Holgorsen hit Morgantown, the only back to provide the wow factor was Austin 
when he moved from receiver to the backfield. The coach, however, returns Andrew 
Buie, last season's leading rusher with 851 yards, and Dustin Garrison, the starter as a 
true freshman who struggled last season coming off a 
knee injury. The Mountaineers’ best runner, however, 
probably is 5'11", 217-pound junior college transfer 
Dreamius Smith. He has the power WVU has lacked. 
Freshman Wendell Smallwood also has made waves. 
Keep an eye on sophomore H-back Cody Clay. “That's 
the guy I really like right now,” running backs coach Ja- 
Juan Seider says. “He's been doing a lot of stuff for us.” 


RECEIVERS West Virginia lost the top receiving 
duo in school history: Austin and Bailey. But that’s not 
all. Gone are six of the top 10 pass-catchers. And one 
of those returning, Dante Campbell, had shoulder sur- 


MOUNTAINEERS 


arly in spring drills, West Virginia coach Dana Holgorsen said his team “lost a lot of star 
power, but we have a lot of hungry kids.” It’s a good thing. Holgorsen, his players and 
Mountaineers fans have a lot to chew on after digesting their 2012 collapse. Last season 
at this time, West Virginia was coming off an Orange Bowl rout of Clemson and pos- 
sessed a Heisman Trophy-contending quarterback in Geno Smith. The Mountaineers, though, 
went south after a 5—O start that included a win at Texas. They finished 7-6 in their first year in 


[THE VERDICT | 


2013 PROJECTION: 6-6, 3-6 BIG 12 
After a 5-0 start in 2012, the Mountaineers emerged as the early favorite for the Big 12 title. That, 
of course, didn’t happen. West Virginia stumbled home 2-6 and now is faced with a major rebuild. 
Gone are quarterback Geno Smith and receivers Stedman Bailey and Tavon Austin, leaving virtu- 
ally no experience at the skill positions. The defense was a disaster last season, which prompted 
a shakeup on the coaching staff. With seven starters back, some improvement on that side of the 
ball should be expected. Still, the defense figures to be among the worst in the league. Reaching 
a bowl game in 2013 would be a successful season. Postseason: Pinstripe Bowl vs. Rutgers 


2013 SCHEDULE 


AUGUST 
31 William & Mary 


SEPTEMBER 

7 at Oklahoma 
14 Georgia State 
21 vs. Maryland # 
28 Oklahoma State 
OCTOBER 
5 at Baylor 
9. Texas Tech 
26 at Kansas State 


NOVEMBER 
babies 
9 Texas 


16 atKansas 
29 lowaState = 


#Baltimore, MD 


JORDAN THOMPSON 


gery and missed spring drills. The 5'7", 168-pound Jordan Thompson looked like a candidate to re- 


place Austin because of his size and similar style. “As far as him being the next (Austin), I'm not saying 
he couldn't be,” receivers coach Lonnie Galloway says. “But there's only one Tavon and we all know 
that.” Campbell, Thompson and Connor Arlia — the three veterans — had just a combined 22 
catches last season. Another being counted on — KJ Myers — had two catches. By the end of this 
season, though, newcomers may have their chance to emerge. Shelton Gibson was a big-time recruit 
out of Ohio who picked the Mountaineers over Florida and Ohio State. Mario Alford was ranked as 
the No. 1 junior college wide receiver by one recruiting service. Kevin White is a 6'3", 211-pounder 
who was listed as a starter during spring, along with fellow junior college transfer Ronald Carswell. 
Redshirt freshman Devonte Mathis and true freshman Daikiel Shorts are also in the mix at wideout. 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


MEINEKE CAR CARE 


Bruce Schwartzman 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN WVU averaged 502.0 yards last season behind a solid, if not spectacu- 
lar, line. But new position coach Ron Crook, hired away from Stanford, has a difficult chore ahead 
of him. The interior of the line must be rebuilt. And the only sure-fire standout is 6'5", 335-pound 
left tackle Quinton Spain, a junior. “We feel good about Quinton,” Holgorsen says. “He looks like a 
totally different person. He's bigger, faster, stronger and a good leader.” Around Spain, though, Crook 
might have to work some magic. Gone is center Joe Madsen, who handled snaps for the last three sea- 
sons. The coaches were looking at veteran Pat Eger there in the spring as well as redshirt freshman Tyler 
Orlosky. Junior college transfer Stone Underwood will be considered. Holgorsen feels good about his 
tackle slots with Spain on the left side and 6'7", 314-pound senior Curtis Feigt on the other side. The 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (4) 

WR Ronald Carswell (So.) Shelton Gibson (Fr. 

WR Mario Alford (Jr.) 10 Jordan Thompson (So.)_ 
WR 84 KevinWhite[Jr.) 82 Devonte Mathis (Fr.) 

LT 67 Quinton Spain(Jr.) 79 Nick Kindler (Sr) = 
LG 78 Marquis Lucas(So.) 69 Tony Matteo (Fr) 
C76 PatEger(Sr.) ~ Stone Underwood (Jr) 
RG 64 Mark Glowinski(Jr) 73 Russell Haughton-James (So.] 


RT 62 Curtis Feigt (Sr.) 79 Nick Kindler (Sr) 
QB 14 Paul Millard (Jr.) 7 Ford Childress (Fr.) 
HB 88 Cody Clay (So) 89 Will Johnson (Fr.) 


RB 28 Dreamius Smith Ur.) 13 Andrew Buie(Jr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 98 WillClarke(Sr.) | Dontrill Hyman (Jr.) 
NG 90 ShaqRowell(Sr.) 95 Christian Brown (So.) 


DE 93. Kyle Rose (So.) 97 Noble Nwachukwu (Fr) 
BUCK Brandon Golson (Jr) 17 Dozie Ezemma(Sr.) 


SAM 31 Isaiah Bruce (So.) 47 
WILL 35. Nick Kwiatkoski(So.) 33 
SPUR dVante Henry (Jr) 37 
CB 7 Nanakyeremeh(So.) 22 


Jared Barber (Jr.) 
Wes Tonkery (Jr.) 
Avery Williams [So.) 


Ricky Rumph(So.) 


26 Travis Bell (Jr.) 
9 KJ.Dillon(So) 


CB 23 Brodrick Jenkins (Sr.) 41 
SS 25 Darwin Cook (Sr.) 
FS 8 Karl Joseph (So.) 


TEAM 
INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH 

Dana Holgorsen 

RECORD AT SCHOOL 

17-9 (2 years) 

CAREER RECORD 

17-9 (2 years) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
Shannon Dawson 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
Keith Patterson 

LOCATION 

Morgantown, WV 

STADIUM 

Milan Puskar Stadium (60,000) 


Isaiah Bruce, LB The line- 
backer was the team’s sec- 
ond-leading tackler with 94 
stops as a redshirt freshman, 
despite a problem with 
missed tackles. 

Andrew Buie, RB Led West Virginia in 
Tushing last season with 851 yards and 
also tied for the team lead with seven 
touchdowns. 

Karl Joseph, S Within the mess that 
was WVU's secondary, Joseph shined as a 
true freshman with a team-leading 104 
tackles. 

Shaq Rowell, NG Rowell has a high ceil- 
ing, and he'll need to anchor WVU's de- 
fensive front at the nose guard position. 
Quinton Spain, LT Mountaineer coaches 
will rebuild their offensive line around the 


SPECIAL TEAMS West Virginia al- | 6°5", 335-pound standout tackle. 
K 84 Josh Lambert (Fr.) KR 29 Dustin Garrison Jr.) lowed 9.3 yards per 
Pp Nick O'Toole (So.} PR 23 Brodrick Jenkins (Sr.] @ pass attempt last 


KEY LOSSES 


Tavon Austin, WR Spectacular season 
included 643 yards rushing, 1,289 yards 


season, worst in the 

nation. The Mountaineers 
tanked 119th in the nation in 
pass efficiency defense. 


Mountaineers suffered a blow during the spring with an injury to 
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redshirt freshman Adam Pankey. He went down with a knee injury 
and had surgery, taking him out of action until at least October. A decision on his 2013 season wont 
be made until at least September. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Coordinator Keith Patterson is reshaping the Mountaineers defense, and 
nowhere is it more evident than up front. WVU will forego the tackle position and go with a nose 
guard and two defensive ends. With senior Shaq Rowell and Christian Brown at nose guard, defen- 
sive line coach Erik Slaughter believes he may have the best duo in the league. “I'd like to see another 
Big 12 team have two like that,” Slaughter says. Hopes are especially high for the 6'4", 305-pound 
Rowell, but he must produce more than the two tackles for a loss he had last season. At one end, the 
6'7" Will Clarke is back after proving he could at times be dominant. He was especially impressive 
last season against Oklahoma. At the other end, Kyle Rose was running with the first unit in the 
spring. He’s up to 283 pounds. Noble Nwachukwu, though, could be a breakout player. “Out of the 
whole bunch, Nwachukwu is as athletic and more explosive than any of them,” Slaughter says. 


LINEBACKERS Many of WVU’s 2012 problems can be traced to the linebackers. There was one 
bright spot, however, in Isaiah Bruce, who was second on the team in tackles with 94. “Isaiah Bruce 
had a great freshman season, but he’s got to become a better tackler,” Patterson says. “He'd have led 
the Big 12 (in tackles) if he wouldn't have missed some, over-pursued or ifhe'd taken some proper an- 
gles.” Nick Kwiatkoski caught the coaches’ attention with a fine offseason, bulking up to 232 pounds 
and finding a home on the weak side as a sophomore. Veterans Doug Rigg and Jared Barber return 
inside. The outside, though, is where most of the problems lie. At the Buck linebacker, a hybrid line- 
backer/end position, junior college transfer Brandon Golson and former walk-on Dozie Ezemma are 
competing for the starting spot. Junior Wes Tonkery might handle the Spur, if not newcomer 
d’Vante Henry. The returners, along with Garrett Hope, need to prove they're more than situational 
fits. Shaq Petteway and Jewone Snow are wild cards. Patterson is trying to make Petteway an inside 
player. Snow is coming off shoulder surgery. 


receiving and 978 on kickoff and punt re- 
turns. 

Stedman Bailey, WR Whatever receiving 
records Austin didn’t earn, Bailey did. He 
finished last season with 1,622 receiving 
yards. 

Terence Garvin, S Garvin was WVU's 
third-leading tackler last year with 77, 
and he also was a pass-rush weapon, 
posting six sacks on safety blitzes. 


Joe Madsen, C The center anchored the 
Mountaineer line by handling almost 
every snap for three years. 

Geno Smith, QB The quarterback with 
the 42-to-6 touchdown-to-interception 
ratio in 2012 set almost every passing 
record in Morgantown before departing for 
the NFL. 


RISING STAR 


West Virginia has been seeking a marquee 
runner since Dana Holgorsen arrived and 
might have landed one in junior college 
transfer Dreamius Smith. At5'11", 217 
pounds, Smith gives the Mountaineers a 
bigger back to complement Andrew Buie 
and Dustin Garrison. 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Bruce Schwarreman 


2013 WEST VIRGINIA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 70 Gayeski, James 6-4/260 So. Woodbury, NJ 
7 Childress, Ford 6-5/234 Fr. Houston, TX 96 Harris, Korey 6-4/252 So. St. Augustine, FL 
14 Millard, Paul “ 6-2/219 Jr. Flower Mound, TX _ 45 Kinsey, Eric __ 6-2/265 So. Miami, FL 
16 Moore, Logan §-11/200 Jr. Fairmont, WW 97 Nwachukwu, Noble 6-2/271 Fr. Wylie, TX 
5 Rawlins, Chavas —_6-2/202_Fr. Monessen, PA | 93 Rose, Kyle 6-4/283 So. Centerville, OH 
Trickett, Clint 6-3/185 Jr. ‘Tallahassee, FL_ | 90. Rowell, Shaq 6-4/305 Sr. Maple Heights, OH 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS HTT CL HOMETOWN 
13 Buie, Andrew __5-9/190 Ke Jacksonville, FL 53 Anderson, Tyler 6-2/244 Sr. Morgantown, WV 
29 Garrison, Dustin  §-8/182 Jr. Pearland, TX | 48 Arndt, Justin §-11/212 Fr. Martinsburg, WV 
25. Grant, Tidquan 5-10/198 Fr.  NorthBabyton, NY | 33 Barber, Jared 6-0/233 Jr. Mocksville, NC 
27 Hunt, D.J. 5-10/205 Fr. Raleigh, NC 31 Bruce, Isaiah 6-1/231 So. Jacksonville, FL 
33. Marjnaric, Nate 6-0/232 Sr. ‘Akron, OH 51 Christian, Hodari 6-0/218 Fr. McKeesport, PA 
6 Smallwood, Wendell 5-11/196 Fr. Wilmington, DE | 17 Ezemma, Dozie 6-2/235 Sr. Pomona, NY 
28 Smith, Dreamius 5-11/217 Jr. Wichita, KS 46 Grose, Tanner §-10/196 Jr. Princeton, WV 
22 Tereoue, Maurice —5-8/188 Jr. Hempstead, NY | 42 Hope, Garrett 6-3/245 So, _The Woodlands, TX 
RECEIVERS HUWT cl HOMETOWN 35 Kwiatkoski, Nick 62/232, So, daclnt! PA 
83. Arlia, Connor 5-9/181 Jr. Weirton, wv | 2» Petewey. Steg a SeoeS 
15 Campbell Dante 6-4/212 So. Clermont, FL | -—setoo ee 
* : . 56 Snow, Jewone 6-2/242 Jr. Canton, OH 
ete ey 69/252 _So._“MumCresks WV | Sy stone, Marte 6-242 Ft Cleveland, OH 
re tortestee, Som — SHAT Fr Houston, TX | 37 Tonkery, Wes 6-2/222 Jr. _Shinnston, WV 
81 Gourdine, Terrance _6-0/190_ J. Miami FL_ | Ty Watters Sean 6-1215 Fr Hollywood, FL 
89 Johnson, Will 6-6/248 Fr. Maple Grove, MN BET ae ; 
86 Majnaric, Kyle 6-2/202 So. __—_Akron,0H | DEFENSIVEBACKS = HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
82 Mathis, Devonte 6-1/210 Fr. Hollywood, FL | 24 Banks. Ishmael 6-0/182_J. eee 
19 Myers, _—=—«ANGT So. _—_dackomville, FL | 26 BeUTrvis 61/188. __—Balla Glade, FL 
81 Shorts, Daikiel 6-0/201 ‘Fr. Clayton Mae |, 2 i Chestmans ternal 7 S-11/177"_ So. Pottstown, PA 
89 Sm ith, Chai 540/198 Fr Warminster, PA | 26 Chroniger, Inez 6-0/205 Sr. Hyattsville, MD 
10 Thompson, Jordan §-7/168 So. Katy, TX | rh) Geet Dareta 5-11/203 Sr. Geveland: 0 
84 White, Kevin 63/211 Jr. rrr ip) re a aA Yann 
Sa Se 9 Dillon, KJ. 6-1/200 So. Apopka, FL 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 10 “Fast, Nicardo 6-2/184 Jr. Tampa, FL 
63 Calicchio, Michael 6-9/325 Jr. Brooklyn, NY 2 Greaves, Malik 6-2/205 Fr. Jacksonville, FL. 
76 Eger, Pat 6-6/302 Sr. Pleasant Hills, PA | 37 Hall, Mike 6-0/205 Fr. Nitro, WV 
62 Feigt, Curtis §-7/314 Sr. Berlin, Germany | 43. Harper, Jarrod 6-1/212 Fr. Frostburg, MD 
64 Glowinski, Mark 6-5/305 Jr. Wilkes-Barre, PA 23 Jenkins, Brodrick  5-10/183 Sr. Fort Myers, FL 
73 Haughton-James, Russell 6-5/312 So. Plantation, FLL 8 Joseph, Karl §-10/200 So, Orlando, FL 
70 Jackson, Brandon _6-3/338_ So. Euclid, OH 7 Kyeremeh, Nana 5-10/180 So. Worthington, OH 
79 Kindler, Nick 6-6/298 St. Camp Hill PA_ | §2 Macioce, Tanner 5-10/210 Jr. Pittsburgh, PA 
78 Lucas, Marquis 6-4/312_ So. Miami,FL_ | 27 Marable, William —6-0/198 | Sr.__Virginia Beach, VA 
69 Matteo, Tony 6-4/296 Fr. Clinton, OH | 20 Napoteon, Brandon 6-0/178 Fr. Rahway, NJ 
65 Orlosky, Tyler 6-4/296 Fr. Cleveland, OH | 2 Nash, Carlton 510/184 Fr. New Smyrna, DE 
58 Pankey, Adam 6-5/323 Fr. Hamilton, OH 41 Rumph, Ricky 5-11/182 So. Daytona Beach, FL 
67 Spain, Quinton ——_6-5/335 Jr. Petersburg, VA_ | 14 TwumAgyire,Nana 6-0/189 So. Chevy Chase, MD 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN —HT/WT CL HOMETOWN | 22 Williams, Avery _5-11/183 So. __ Washington, DC 
93 Amdt, Darren ——_6-2/230_ So. Martinsburg, WV | SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
95 Brown, Christian 6-3/308 So. _—_—Bridgeton,NJ._- | 87 DePalma, John (LS) 6-5/244 So. Cumming, GA 
98 Clarke, Will 6-71273 St. Pittsburgh, PA | 84 Lambert, Josh (K/P) 6-1/199 Fr. Garland, TX 
92 Demko, Trevor 6-6/260 Jr. __ Kulpmont, PA 48. Molinari, Michael (H/P) 5-11/204 Jr. Parkersburg, WV 
SCOUTING THE MOUNTAINEERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP THE MOUNTAINEERS 
“They'll be down. ... Junior college receiver Kevin White, | think he can be a star for them. They also have a few good 
freshman receivers who are talented and will probably play a lot and help out. But just think about the production 
they lose with Tavon Austin, Stedman Bailey, Geno Smith, J.D. Woods — they lost about 95 percent of their produc- 
tion. Only real production coming back is (running back) Andrew Buie. Dreamius Smith, a running back from junior 
college, he'll probably start for them. ... They are going to be really good up front. The tackles are experienced. They 
look the part. ... Safety Karl Joseph is their best player on defense, where they are still trying to find enough bodies. 
They'll try to get more talent and stay in the 3-4. They didn’t have everyone on the same page. | would expect them to 
get better. They can't get much worse. They weren't mentally ready to be in shootouts every week. It was like, ‘Oh 
God, here we go again.’ They kind of folded at times. ... The quarterbacks can spin it. They won't run the ball. Paul 
Millard has the gunslinger mentality. He'll probably be the guy because of experience. He's got the locker room. They 
won't announce that until the fall. They are very equal right now between Millard and (Ford) Childress. They'll go for 
easy completions to get the young players going. One may step up, but | don’t see the same playmakers they had.” 
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RECORD: 7-6, 4-5 (BIG 12) 


12 RESULTS 


Sept. 1 Marshall W 69-34 
Sept.15 vs. James Madison% W 42-12 
Sept.22 Maryland W 31-21 
Sept.29 Baylor W 70-63. 
Oct. 6 at Texas W 48-45 
Oct. 13 at Texas Tech L 14-49 
Oct. 20 Kansas State L 14-55 
Nov. 3 TCU (ot) L 38-39 
Nov.10 atOklahomaState L 34-55 
Nov.17 Oklahoma L 49-50 
Nov. 23 at lowa State W 31-24 
Dec. 1 Kansas W 59-10 
Dec. 29 _vs. Syracuse # L_ 14-38 


DARWIN COOK 


‘Landover #Pinstripe Bowl 
~amae |) 


2012 INDIVIDUAL 


STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Geno Smith 518 = 369 4,205 42 «6 
Paul Millard 19 ee ay a | 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
AndrewBuie 179 851 4.8 7 
Tavon Austin Z 68 "BY 3 
Shawne Alston 75 3Bby (BA 7 
DustinGarrison 46 207 4.5 2 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Stedman Bailey 114 1,622 14.2 25 
Tavon Austin 41,289) 11.3 12 
J.D. Woods 61 637, «1044 
Andrew Buie 28 318 11.4 


points 


KICKING: Tyler Bitancurt, 11-19 FGs, 64-66 XPs, 97 


TACKLES: Karl Joseph, 104; Isaiah Bruce, 94 
SACKS: Terence Garvin, 6 
INTERCEPTIONS: Isaiah Bruce, 2; Karl Joseph, 2 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 


Returning Players in Bold 
2012 RANKINGS 
Offense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 39.5 ppg 3 9 
Rushing 171.9 ypg 5 §2 
Passing 330.2 ypg 5 10 
Total 502.0 ypg 3 10 
Defense  PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 38.1 ppg 10 114 
Rushing 159.9 ypg 4 60 
Passing 312.5 ypg 9 118 
Total 472.5 ypg 8 108 
TOMargin PerGame Big 12 National 
+7 +0.54 2 33 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS WVU’s defensive backs were torched in 
2012. And there's not much reason to expect a vast improvement, 
especially at cornerback. “The guys are a little hesitant,” new cor- 
nerbacks coach Brian Mitchell says. “They don’t know how to be 
starters.” One defensive back who does know how to be a starter 
is free safety Karl Joseph, who led WVU in tackles as a true fresh- 
man last season. “Karl Joseph is a great football player,” safeties 
coach Tony Gibson says. “He had some tremendous hits. ... He 
moves well and has a great work ethic. The film speaks for itself.” 
Unfortunately for Gibson, it also speaks to WVU's woes against 
the pass. At strong safety, Darwin Cook is back after making 75 
tackles. But all eyes will be on the corners. Through spring, 
Mitchell had Nana Kyeremeh on one side and Brodrick Jenkins on 
the other, with Brandon Napoleon and Ricky Rumph backing 
them up. Avery Williams could come back from injury to start. 


SPECIALISTS There's a not a special teams hole to fill. It’s a 
crater. Gone is return specialist extraordinaire Austin, who aver- 
aged 11.0 yards on punt returns and 25.4 yards on kickoff re- 
turns, He had a touchdown on each. Garrison, Jenkins or Vernon 
Davis could handle the punt return chores. Garrison and Thomp- 
son could handle the kickoff returns. West Virginia will replace 
kicker Tyler Bitancurt, who hit 11-of-19 field goals last season. 
Redshirt freshman Josh Lambert seems in line to take over those 
duties. Holgorsen signed junior college punter Nick O’ Toole, who 
was ranked by one scouting service as the nation’s No. 7 punter. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


MOUNTAIN MEN Call it the East's version of the “Michigan Man” story. Dana Hol- 
gorsen fired some assistants, watched some leave and then restocked his staff with 
coaches sporting strong ties to West Virginia. Offensive line coach Ron Crook left 
Stanford to return to his home state. Ditto safeties coach Tony Gibson, who left Ari- 
zona and Rich Rodriguez. Running backs coach JaJuan Seider played for Don Nehlen 
and was a grad assistant for former WVU coach Bill Stewart before coaching at Mar- 
shall. Receivers coach Lonnie Galloway was with Stewart before moving to Wake 
Forest. Only cornerbacks coach Brian Mitchell, who once worked with Holgorsen at 
Texas Tech, lacked a previous Mountain State tie. 


QUARTERBACK QUANDARY How unsettled is the quarterback situation at West 
Virginia? Mountaineers fans have to go back to 2005 to find this much uncertainty. 
Before becoming West Virginia's primary quarterbacks, former Mountaineers Geno 
Smith and Jarrett Brown were backups who had been tested in key situations re- 
placing injured starters. The last time West Virginia's quarterback position was this 
much of a quandary, Pat White wrestled the starting job from Adam Bednarik mid- 
season. 


HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS? With seven victories, West Virginia had its fewest wins 
since 2001 when the Mountaineers went 3-8 in the first season under Rich Ro- 
driguez. WVU kept its decade-long bowl streak alive, but that could be in danger 
this season. West Virginia has played in a bowl game every season since 2002. Only 
nine teams have equal or longer postseason streaks: Florida State (since 1982), 
Florida (1991), Virginia Tech (1993), Georgia (1997), Georgia Tech (1997), Oklahoma 
(1999), LSU (2000), Boise State and Wisconsin (both since 2002). 


BIG PLAY CENTRAL A West Virginia game was one of the most likely places to see 
a big play in college football last season. The Mountaineers allowed 78 plays of 20 
yards or more last season, fourth-most in the country. Meanwhile, West Virginia 
was 23rd nationally with 70 plays of 20 yards or more. 


DRAFT TALK When quarterback Geno Smith fell out of the first round, West Vir- 
ginia missed its opportunity to have two first-round NFL Draft picks in the same 
season for the first time in school history. Wide receiver Tavon Austin went No. 8 
overall to the St. Louis Rams, giving WVU its third first-round pick in the last nine 
years, joining Adam “Pacman” Jones in 2005 and Bruce Irvin in 2012. 


NEW FACES West Virginia's membership in the Big 12 will give Mountaineers fans 
an opportunity to welcome new opponents again in 2013. Texas, Texas Tech and 
lowa State will play in Morgantown for the first time this season, and Oklahoma 
State will visit for the first time since 1928. 
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Bruce Schwartzman 


2013 SIGNEES 


West Virginia didn't fare as well as it wished in the areas of cor- 
nerback and defensive linemen, but otherwise filled many needs, 
some in spectacular fashion. 

The gem was wideout Shelton Gibson from Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 
The receiver turned down Tennessee, Florida and Ohio State. Dana Hol- 
gorsen's “Air Raid” attack also apparently came into play with other re- 
ceivers. Junior college transfer Kevin White made an impact in spring 
drills, as did early enrollee Daikiel Shorts. But WWU's coaches also are 
high on Mario Alford from Georgia Military College and Ronald Car- 
swell from Itawamba (Miss.) Community College. 

At running back, junior college transfer Dreamius Smith enrolled 
early and made a splash. WVU helped itself along the offensive line 
with guard Tyler Tezeno from Houston, who turned down LSU, and 
Marcell Lazard, who turned down Florida, Miami, Michigan and Ohio 
State. The hope in the Mountaineer camp is that junior college trans- 

fer Stone Underwood can take over 


ner cca at center, or at least emerge as a 
; solid backup. 

ee — 2 The defensive line crop was 
DefcaneRade? =k somewhat disappointing, but as- 
Tiicnselinenea =k sistant coach Erik Slaughter is 
Running Backs 4 high on junior college transfer 
Defensive Linemen 2 Dontrill Hyman. The Mountaineers 
Punters... +1 ~~ did find linebackers to help with 
Quarterbacks 1 +~*the 3-4 scheme. Among the five 
BYSTRTE signed was early enrollee Hodari 
Pennsylvania 4 Christian, who will compete for 
re time at the Spur. Defensive coor- 
Georgia 3 dinator Keith Patterson also likes 
New Jersey 3 the look of Al-Rasheed Benton 
ina. 3. from New Jersey. 

California ti(‘iy:CtS In the defensive backfield, WVU 
Delaware 1. came up short, but did sign a few 
Kansas 1 ~~ Safeties, including Malik Greaves 
Maryland 1 from Jacksonville, Fla., who hit 
Mississippi 1 Mountaineer camp in the spring. 
North Carolina 1 Greaves also was offered by 
Oklahoma 1 Auburn and Wisconsin, among 
South Carolina 1 others. Junior college transfer 
Texas} SNNick O'Toole could take over at 
West Virginia 1 punter. 


SPOTLIGHT ON ... 
WR * KEVIN WHITE + MACUNGIE, PA 

When WVU's team got to spring drills, one of the areas that needed 
serious work was the secondary. And receiver Kevin White provided 
the defensive backs the work with his play. When fall camp rolls 
around, White will be joined by other highly touted new receivers like 
Shelton Gibson, Mario Alford and Ronald Carswell. But early in the 
spring, White was the man. A big, strong wideout, White hit camp 
and showed the corners what it means to be physical. He has strong 
hands and outmuscled the cornerbacks. Though he’s not a speed- 
ster, he can catch, and he wore out the secondary with his blocking. 

“We thought it was important to get some guys in here with a lit- 
tle more experience and maybe a different body type than high school 
guys, coach Dana Holgorsen says. Receivers coach Lonnie Galloway 
spent much of the camp trying to keep from “toting Kevin's horn.” 
But he admitted: “Yes, he's what you're looking for. He's big, athletic, 
can run, is tall, catches the ball ... I'd take five or six Kevin Whites.” 

Holgorsen says it was relatively easy to attract wide receivers in 
this class. “We signed five or six receivers, but we sold them on, 
‘Look, we're losing 95 percent of our production. If you want to come 
in and play early, this is the place to do it.” 


WR MARIO ALFORD 5-3, 175, GREENVILLE, GA 
Transfer from Georgia Military College. Ranked No. 1 junior college wide receiver 
and No. 11 juco prospect by 247 Sports. 


LB AL-RASHEED BENTON 6-2, 220, NEWARK, NJ 
Ranked No. 16 inside linebacker in the nation by ESPN and No. 11 player in New 
Jersey by 247Sports. 


WR RONALD CARSWELL 6-0, 180, MACON, GA 
Transfer from Itawamba (MS) Community College. Ranked No. 25 junior college 
wide receiver by 247 Sports. Started college career at Alabama. 


LB HODARI CHRISTIAN 6-0, 218, MCKEESPORT, PA 
Ranked No. 20 dual-threat quarterback in the country by 247Sports and No. 25 
prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals. 


WR SHELTON GIBSON 6-1, 175, CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 12 wide receiver in the nation by Rivals and No. 8 
prospect in Ohio by 247Sports, No. 26 receiver in the country by Athlon Sports. 


LB BRANDON GOLSON 6-3, 220, ST. MATHEWS, SC 

Transfer from Georgia Military College. Ranked No. 4 junior college linebacker by 
247 Sports and No. 35 juco prospect by Rivals. 

S MALIK GREAVES 6-2, 205, JACKSONVILLE, FL 

Ranked No. 43 safety in the nation by Rivals. 


DE MARVIN GROSS 6-4, 225, BALTIMORE, MD 
Max Emfinger All-American. Recorded 75 tackles, including 42 for a loss, 21 sacks 
and four forced fumbles as a senior. 


LB D'VANTE HENRY 6-5, 205, MOORE, OK 
Transfer from Arizona Western College. Ranked No. 3 junior college outside line- 
backer by 247Sports and No. 23 juco prospect by Rivals. 


LB DARRIEN HOWARD 6-2, 250, DAYTON, OH 
Ranked No. 9 inside linebacker in the nation, No. 241 player in the country by ESPN. 


DE DONTRILL HYMAN 6-4, 265, WARSAW, NC 
Transfer from Hinds (Miss.] Community College. Ranked No. 1 junior college 
strong-side defensive end and No. 28 juco prospect by 247 Sports. 


OL MARCELL LAZARD 6-6, 293, BLOOMFIELD, NJ 
Ranked No. 33 offensive lineman in the country by ESPN and No. 13 player in New 
Jersey by Rivals. 


OL GRANT LINGAFELTER 6-5, 265, CHAGRIN FALLS, OH 
Named third-team All-Ohio Division 3 by the Associated Press. 


RB JACKY MARCELLUS 5-8, 175, IMMOKALEE, FL 
Ranked No. 18 all-purpose back in the nation by Rivals. 


S ISAAC McDONALD 6-5, 205, HIALEAH, FL 
Recorded 68 tackles, including 18 for a loss and seven sacks as a senior. 


P NICK O'TOOLE 6-3, 220, CORONA, CA 
Transfer from Fullerton (Calif.) College. Averaged 41.8 yards per punt in 2012. 


QB CHAVAS RAWLINS 6-2, 202, MONESSEN, PA 
Ranked No. 19 dual-threat quarterback in the nation and No. 14 player in Pennsyl- 
vania by Rivals. 


WR DAIKIEL SHORTS 6-0, 201, CLAYTON, NJ 
Ranked No. 31 prospect in Maryland by 247 Sports. 


RB WENDELL SMALLWOOD 5-11, 196, WILMINGTON, DE 
Ranked No. 37 running back in the nation, No. 15 prospect in Maryland by Rivals. 


RB DREAMIUS SMITH 5-11, 217, WICHITA, KS 
Transfer from Butler (Kan.) Community College. Ranked No. 2 juco running back by 
247Sports. 


OL TYLER TEZENO 6-3, 280, HOUSTON, TX 
Named second-team Class 5A All-State by the Associated Press. 


S JEREMY TYLER 6-0, 195, LITHONIA, GA 
Ranked No. 42 safety in the nation and No. 50 player in Georgia by Rivals. 


OL STONE UNDERWOOD 6-4, 285, BROOKHAVEN, MS 

Transfer from Copiah-Lincoln (Miss.] Community College. First-team All-NJCAA Re- 
gion 23 selection. 

FB ELIJAH WELLMAN 6-2, 235, HUNTINGTON, WV 

Two-time first-team Class 3A All-State selection by the West Virginia Sportswrit- 
ers Association. 

WR KEVIN WHITE 6-3, 211, MACUNGIE, PA 

Transfer from Lackawanna (Pa.} College. Ranked No. 2 junior college wide receiver 
in Pennsylvania by 247Sports. 

S DARYL WORLEY 6-2, 190, PHILADELPHIA, PA 

Ranked No. 33 safety in the nation by Scout, No. 19 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals. 
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PRESEASON ALL-AAC TEAM 


FIRST.TEAM OFFENSE 

QB TEDDYBRIDGEWATER 6-3 218 Jr. Louisville 
RB LYLE McCOMBS 5-8 169 Jr Connecticut 
RB CHARLES SIMS 6-0 215 Sr. Houston 
WR BRANDON COLEMAN 6-6 220 Jr. Rutgers 
WR DEVANTE PARKER 6-3 205 Jr. Louisville 
TE ALAN CROSS 6-1 235 So. Memphis 
C AUSTIN REITER 6-3 273 Jr. South Florida 
G AUSTEN BUJNOCH 6-5 285 Sr. Cincinnati 
G ANTWAN LOWERY 6-4 305 Sr. Rutgers 

T KALEB JOHNSON 6-4 300 Jr Rutgers 

T ERIC LEFELD 6-6 287 Jr. Cincinnati 
FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

DE AARON LYNCH 6-6 244 So. South Florida 
DE JAMIL MERRELL 6-4 255 Sr. Rutgers 
DT BRANDON DUNN 6-3 285 Sr. Louisville 
DT JORDAN STEPP 6-1 268 Sr. Cincinnati 
LB GREG BLAIR 6-2 252 Sr. Cincinnati 
LB PRESTON BROWN 6-2 255 Sr. Louisville 
LB YAWINSMALLWOOD 6-3 244 Jr. Connecticut 
CB KENNETH ACKER 6-0 195 Sr. SMU 

CB DEVEN DRANE 5-11 186 Sr. Cincinnati 
S CALVIN PRYOR 6-2 213 Jr. Louisville 
S HAKEEM SMITH 6-1 197 Sr. Louisville 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K TONY MILIANO 6-2 186 Jr. Cincinnati 
P RICHIE LEONE 6-3 215 Sr. Houston 
KR RALPH DAVIDABERNATHY IV 5-7 161 Jr. Cincinnati 
PR J.J. WORTON 6-2 209 Jr UCF 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB BLAKE BORTLES 6-4 227 Jr UCF 

RB SAVON HUGGINS 6-0 200 Jr Rutgers 
RB STORM JOHNSON 6-1 217 Jr. UCF 

WR DEONTAYGREENBERRY 6-3 198 So. Houston 
WR BRESHAD PERRIMAN 6-2 209 So. UCF 

TE SEAN PRICE 6-3 249 So. South Florida 
C _BETIM BUJARI 6-4 290 Jr. Rutgers 

G JORDAN McCRAY 6-4 309 Sr. UCF 

G JAKE SMITH 6-4 314 Jr. Louisville 
T ROWDY HARPER 6-6 295 Jr. Houston 
T TORRIAN WILSON 6-4 308 Jr. UCF 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DE MARTIN IFEDI 6-3 260 Jr. Memphis 
DE MARCUS SMITH 6-3 252 Sr. Louisville 
DT DARIUS HAMILTON 6-4 260 So. Rutgers 
DT SHAMAR STEPHEN 6-5 323 Sr. Connecticut 
LB DEDE LATTIMORE 6-1 237 Sr. South Florida 
LB TYLER MATAKEVICH 6-1 220 So. Temple 
LB DERRICK MATHEWS 6-0 210 Jr Houston 
CB BYRON JONES 6-1 190 Jr. Connecticut 
CB ZACH McMILLIAN 5-10 178 Sr. Houston 

S CLAYTON GEATHERS 6-3 202 Jr UCF 

$ LORENZO WATERS 6-0 200 Jr. Rutgers 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K JOHN WALLACE 6-0 200 So. Louisville 


P TOM HORNSEY 6-3 195 Sr. Memphis 
KR JEREMY DEERING 6-2 210 Sr. Rutgers 
PR KEIWONE MALONE 5-11 155 Jr Memphis 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Danny Murphy 


NATIONAL FORECAST 92 


AMERICAN PREDICTION 7 


CHARLES SIMS ) 


CSM/AP Images 


THE QUOTE 
“They have skill all over the place, speed 


all over the place. Their issues aren't talent 
| wonder if the issues are internal. 


— An opposing assistant coach 
OFFENSE (8) 
WR 3 DeontayGreenberry(So.) —_Markeith Ambles Jr.) 
WR 81 Larry McDuffey (So.] 14 Aaron Johnson (Jr) 
WR 26 Daniel Spencer(Jr.) 86 CaseyMartin(So) 
WR 9 Dewayne Peace(Sr.) 88 Xavier Maxwell (Sr.) 
it 1% Rowdy Harper (Jr.) Damien Parris (Jr.) 
LG 64 Ty Cloud (Sr.) 19 DeAnthony Sims (Sr.} 
C 58 BryceRedman(Jr.) 66 Austin Lunsford Jr.) 
RG 63 Kent Forsch (Sr.) 72 Emeka Okafor (So.) 
RT_ 69 Ralph Oragwu(Sr.) 71 Zach Johnson|So.) 
QB 8 DavidPiland(Jr.) 16 Bram Kohlhausen (So.) 
RB O5 ‘Charles Sims (Sr.) 35 Kenneth Farrow (So.) 
DEFENSE (4) 
DE 97 Eric Braswell (Jr.) 94 Cameron Malveaux (Fr.) 
DT 92 Joey Mbu (Jr.) 96 Jeremiah Farley (Jt.) 
DT 95 Tomme Mark (So.) 93 B.J. Singleton (Fr.) 
DE 21 EricEiland (So.) 46 Trevor Harris (Jr.) 
SLB 41 Steven Taylor (Fr) 43. Austin Witson(Sr) 
MLB 49 Derrick Mathews (Jr.) 45 Elandon Roberts (So.) 
WLB 4 Trevon Randle (So) 38 “George Bamfo (Sr.) 
CB 10 ZachMcMillian(Sr.) 5 TuronWalker (Jr) 
CB 13 ThomasBates(Sr.) 26 ~ Brandon Wilson (Fr) 
SS 16 Adrian McDonald (So) 14 Jarrett Irving (Fr.)_ 
FS 23 Trevon Stewart (So.} 39 Steven Aikens [Fr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 18 Richie Leone (Sr.} 2 Ryan 
P 15 Richie Leone (Sr. PR 81 Larry McDuffey (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: David Piland, 448-256-2,944-12, 16 TDs 


Rushing: Charles Sims, 142 att., 851 yds., 11 TDs 


KR 22. Ryan Jackson (So.) 


Receiving: Dewayne Peace, 54 rec., 603 yds., 210s QS 
Tackles: Trevon Stewart, 126; Derrick Mathews, 126 


Sacks: Derrick Mathews, 6 
Interceptions: Zach McMillian,5 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters ¢ BOLD indicates returning starters 


COUGARS 


OFFENSE You can’t pin last year’s 5—7 mark on the offense. Houston 
averaged a robust 32.4 points and 479.6 yards per game in 2012 and 
returns the vast majority of the players who produced those numbers. 
Still, head coach Tony Levine is expecting new co-coordinator Doug 
Meacham to show more “creativity” with the attack, even if the scheme 
doesn't change too much. 

Junior David Piland is back at quarterback after throwing for 2,944 
yards last year. But he must become more accurate (57.1 percent) and 
cut back on the 12 interceptions he threw in 2012. He has 12 of UH’s 
top targets back, but there are no proven gamebreakers among them. 
Senior Dewayne Peace (54 catches), sophomore Deontay Greenberry 
(47) and junior Daniel Spencer (41) lead the way. Look out for junior 
college newcomer Markeith Ambles, a former USC top recruit who 
averaged 17.2 yards per reception at Arizona Western College. 

The 2012 ground game was productive, and senior Charles Sims 
returns after gaining 851 yards and scoring 
14 total touchdowns in just nine games. 4 gq " 3 
The key to that part of the attack is an of- 
fensive line that returns four starters and. | "ston attempted 49.3 passes per 
will be fortified by the arrival of junior col- 
lege tackle Damien Parris. Junior tackle 
Rowdy Harper and senior guard Ty Cloud 
comprise a strong, experienced left side of the line. 


DEFENSE The Cougars need to get much better on this side of the 
ball, and Levine is betting new coordinator David Gibbs can simplify 
the scheme and make UH more productive than it was last year, when 
opponents averaged 36.0 points and 483.0 yards per game. 

The heart of the D will be junior Derrick Mathews, who moves 
from the weak-side linebacking spot to the middle, even though he 
weighs only 207 pounds. Mathews had 17 tackles for a loss among 
his 126 stops last year and has star potential. With two starting line- 
backers gone, the Cougars need some people to step up. Expect senior 
Austin Wilson and LSU transfer Trevon Randle to see plenty of time. 

Houston will stay with a four-man front under Gibbs. Though the 
starters aren't household names, Levine believes their quickness will 
make a difference. Junior Joey Mbu and sophomore Tomme Mark are 
the top tackles, with sophomore Eric Eiland and junior Eric Braswell 
on the outside. 

There is some talent in the secondary, beginning with sophomore 
safety Trevon Stewart, whose 126 tackles tied Mathews for second- 
most on the team. Senior corners Thomas Bates and Zach McMillian 
(five interceptions) are solid. Expect junior college newcomer Turon 
Walker to provide depth on the outside, while fellow junior college 
import Kent London is a big safety prospect. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Matt Hogan is gone, but senior Richie Leone 
averaged 45.5 yards per punt, boomed 25 kickoffs into the end zone 
and has a big leg that could earn him the kicking job. If not, touted 
true freshman Ty Cummings could take it. There is experience in the 
return game, but the Cougars need a boost in production. 


FINAL ANALYSIS There are many reasons for optimism around 
the Cougar program. Houston moves into the American Athletic 
Conference, where as Levine says, “the winner goes to a BCS bowl.” 
The school is building an on-campus, 45,000-seat stadium that will 
open in 2014, and the last two recruiting classes have brought in 
plenty of talent. 

But if the Cougars want to compete in the American — or anywhere 
else, for that matter — they must tighten up the defense. Houston 
should be able to score plenty of points, thanks to its surfeit of skill 
performers, although Piland needs to be more accurate. The Cougars’ 
ultimate success depends on whether or not they can stop people. 


eraged more — Washington State 
(52.0) and Marshall (50.6). 


game last season. Only two teams av- 


™ 
Head Coach: Tony Levine 
Record at School: 6-7 [Second Full Season) 
Career Record: 6-7 (Second Full Season) 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Travis Bush, 
Doug Meacham 
Defensive Coordinator: David Gibbs 
Houston, TX 
Reliant Stadium (71,054) 


2013 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 5-7, 3-5 (AMERICAN) 


August 
30 Southern 


September 
7 at Temple 


21 _ atRice 
28 at UTSA 


October 
12__ Memphis 
19 BYU 
26 at Rutgers 
31 South Florida 
November 
9 atUCF 
16 at Louisville 
23 Cincinnati 
29 SMU 


2012 RESULTS (5-7, 4-4) 


Sept. 1 Texas State L 13-30 
Sept. 8 Louisiana Tech L 49-56 
Sept. 15 at UCLA L 6-37 
Sept. 29 vs. Rice % W 35-14 
Oct. 6 North Texas W 44-21 
Oct. 13 UAB W 39-17 
Oct. 18 atSMU L 42-72 
Oct. 27 UTEP W 45-35 
Nov. 3 at East Carolina L 28-8 
Nov. 10 Tulsa L 7-4 
Nov. 17 at Marshall L 4l~46 
Nov. 24 Tulane W 40-17 
‘“6Reliant Stadium 

TOP 10 RECRUITS 

1. Donald Gage Ill, WR, Zachary, LA 

2. Joseph Glenn, RB, Giddings, TX 

3. Markeith Ambles, WR, McDonough, GA* 
4. Deondre Skinner, TE, Patterson, LA 

5. Billy Cosh, OB, Annapolis, MD* 

6. John O'Korn, OB, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

7. Turon Walker, CB, Stockton, CA* 

8. DeMarcus Ayers, ATH, Lancaster, TX 

9. Greg Ward, OB, Tyler, TX 

10. Ty Cummings, K, Southlake, TX 

*junior college transfer 
2012 RANKINGS 

Offense  PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 32.4 ppg 4 38 
Rushing 151.2ypg 7 70 
Passing  328.4ypg 2 i 
Total 479.6ypg 2 15 
Defense  PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 36.0 ppg 8 107 
Rushing 192.8ypg 8 92 
Passing 290.3ypg =12 116 
Total 483.0ypg 12 115 
TO Margin PerGame C-USA National 
-4 ~0.33 8 82 
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Head Coach: June Jones 

Record at School: 31-34 (5 years) 
Career Record: 107-75 (14 years} 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: 

June Jones, Jason Phillips 
Defensive Coordinator: Tam Mason 
Dallas, TX 

Gerald J. Ford Stadium (32,000) 


2013 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 4-8, 3-5 (AMERICAN 


August 
30 Texas Tech 


September 
7 Montana State 


21 at Texas A&M 
28 at TCU 
October 

5 _ Rutgers 
19 at Memphis 
26 Temple 
November 

9 at Cincinnati 
16 Connecticut 
23 at South Florida 
29 at Houston 


December 
7 UCF 
2012 RESULTS (7-6, 5-3) 
Sept. 2 at Baylor L 24-59 
Sept. 8 Stephen F.Austin W 52-0 
Sept. 15 Texas A&M L 3-48 
Sept. 29 TCU L 16-24 
Oct. 6 atUTEP Ws17-0 
Oct. 13 at Tulane L 26-27 
Oct. 18 Houston W 72-42 
Oct. 27 Memphis W 44-13 
Nov. 3 atUCF L 17-42 
Nov. 10 Southern Miss W 34-6 
Nov. 17 at Rice L 14-36 
Nov. 24 Tulsa W 35-27 
Qec. 24 vs.FresnoState# W 43-10 
# Hawaii Bowt 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Traylon Shead, RB, Centerville, TX* 

2. Jeremiah Gaines, TE, Red Oak, TX 

3. Zelt Minor, DT, Houston, TX 

4. Kolney Cassel, OB, Yakima, WA 

5. Spencer Hollie, DE, Dublin, CA 

6. JaBryce Taylor, WR, Lufkin, TX 

7. Carlos Carroll, LB, Tucson, AZ 

8. Travis Fister, 6, Tucson, AZ 

9. Mason Gentry, DE, Plano, TX 

10. Cedric Lancaster, CB, Houston, TX 
*junior college transfer 


2012 RANKINGS 
Offense  PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 30.5 ppg 7 53 


Rushing  132.0ypg 10 93 
Passing  235.3ypg 6 62 
Total 367.3ypg 9 0 
Defense  PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 25.7 ppg 3 54 
Rushing 117.9 ypg 15 
Passing  278.2ypg = 109 
Total 396.1 ypg 4 62 
TO Margin PerGame C-USA National 
+14 +1.08 1 10 
174 


MUSTANGS 


OFFENSE A June Jones-led team ranked No. 62 in passing offense? 
That was the case a year ago, when quarterback Garrett Gilbert was 
force-fed the run-and-shoot offense in fall camp and became the 
opening day starter. Gilbert struggled with consistency but improved 
later in the season. He didn’t throw a pick in his final five regular- 
season games and showed some running ability that added a wrinkle 
to the offense. 

Year 2 should be smoother, although the Mustangs lack a true 
NEFL-caliber wideout. Starting corner Kenneth Acker may find his 
way into the wide receiver rotation in a limited role due to his ath- 
leticism. Look for Jeremy Johnson to be the go-to receiver for 
Gilbert, with Der’rikk Thompson fulfilling the role of stretching de- 
fenses as a deep threat. 

At running back, former Texas Longhorn Traylon Shead has been 
impressive taking over for Zach Line, a three-time 1,200-yard rusher. 
Shead spent one year with the Longhorns and one season at a junior 
college before joining SMU this spring. 

Up front, left tackle Ben Gottschalk could garner all-league honors, 
but the rest of the line is young and inexperienced. The unit's devel- 


3 7 opment will be a key. 


DEFENSE Consistency was also a big 
SMU forced 37 turnovers last season, | problem on the defensive side of the ball 
the third-most in the nation, behind for the Mustangs in 2012. Four times, 
Oregon (40) and Kent State (38). the defense surrendered 10 points or less, 
and four other times, opponents rung up 
42 points or more. Getting a more consistent effort week-to-week is 
the top priority for defensive coordinator Tom Mason. 

The three defensive line starters in the Mustangs’ 3-4 alignment are 
gone. Jones has spoken highly of defensive end Beau Barnes, who was 
in the rotation last season and will have to be productive as his line- 
mates gain experience. Incoming freshman Zelt Minor, a 3-star recruit 
who picked SMU over Texas Tech, among others, is expected to come 
in and compete for time right away in August. 

At linebacker, SMU lost two mainstays in Taylor Reed and Ja’Gared 
Davis, but this still may be the strength of the defense. Returning 
starters Stephon Sanders and Randall Joyner have potential to be all- 
league players, and new starters Kevin Pope and Robert Seals could 
be as productive as Reed and Davis. There is no drop-off expected 
from the linebacking corps. 

In the secondary, Acker and Chris Parks return as starters at corner, 
with J.R. Richardson, a starter at corner last preseason before an ACL 
injury ended his season, taking on the nickel role. With strong safety 
Jay Scott also back, the Mustangs should improve their No. 109 na- 
tional ranking in pass defense. 


SPECIALISTS Both placekicker Chase Hover and punter Mike Loftus 
are back. Hover struggled from long range, going 3-of-10 from beyond 
40, and he also missed a 23-yarder and a 27-yarder en route to his sea- 
son total of 18-of-29. SMU was 79th in net punting, with Loftus han- 
dling the majority of the kicks. Acker and Thompson provide a pair 
of dangerous return options. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Jones era has featured four straight bowl 
games. Reaching a fifth could be difficult as the program makes the 
move from Conference USA to the more challenging American Ath- 
letic Conference. A tough non-league slate that includes Texas Tech, 
Texas A&M and TCU means SMU likely will be 1-3 entering league 
play. For the bowl string to continue, the Mustangs would then have 
to go 5-3 in the American against some unfamiliar opponents. For 
that to happen, Gilbert must take a step forward as a senior, a leader 
needs to emerge in the receiving corps and some playmakers must de- 
velop on the defensive line. 


NATIONAL FORECAST 94 


AMERICAN PREDICTION 8 


JEREMY JOHNSON 


THE QUOTE 
June Jones is very good, very smart and 


can find the mismatch in a defense. 
They establish the running game early.” 


— An opposing American assistant coach 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 7 Der'rikk Thompson (Jr.) 6 Stephen Nelson (Jr) _ 
WR 83 Darius Joseph (So.) 13 Kyle Guinyard (Jr) 
WR 15 Jeremy Johnson (Sr.) 9 RyanWalker(Sr) 
WR 81 Keenan Holman (Sr.) 1. Arrius Holleman (So.) 
LT 72 Ben Gottschalk (Sr.) 


71 Chauncey Briggs (Fr.] 
Te 75 Kris Weeks (So). 


C 52 Taylor Lasecki(So.) 
RG 50 Ben Hughes (Jr) 
RT 79 Seaver Myers (Fr) 
QB 11 Garrett Gilbert (Sr.) 


RB 36 Traylon Shead (Jr.] 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 94 Beau Barnes (Sr.] 
NT 54 Darrian Wright (Jr.) ed (fr) 
DE 47 Zach Wood [So.) 41 Elie Nabushosi (Fr.) 
OLB 23 Stephon Sanders (Jr.) 31 Derek Longoria (So.) 
ILB 5 Randall Joyner(Sr.) 52 Brandon Henderson (Sr.) 
LB 3. Kevin Pope [Sr.} 2 Jonathan Yenga(So.) 
OLB 98 Robert Seals(So.) 34 Jarvis Pruitt Fr.) 

CB 1 Chris Parks (Sr.) 

CB 21 Kenneth Acker (Sr.) 

SS 8 Jay Scott (Sr.) 


FS 2 Hayden Greenbauer (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 42 Chase Hover [Sr.) 
P 99 Mike Loftus Ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Garrett Gilbert, 506-268-2,932-15, 15 TDs 
Rushing: : Garrett Gilbert, 94 att., 60, 0 TDs 
Receiving: Jeremy Johnson, 67 rec., 346 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: Randall Joyner, 93 

Sacks: 4 players tied with 1 


Interceptions: Kenneth Acker, 3; Randall Joyner, mils 
(#} Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


70 Chase Walling (Fr.) 


60. Christian Miller (Jr) 
58 Taylor Reich (So.) 


12 Neal Burcham (Fr) 
29 Prescott Line (Fr.) 


95 Andy McCleneghen (So.) 
97 Nick Reed (Fr.) 


24 _J.R. Richardson (So.) 
28 Shakiel Randolph (So.) 
6 Daniel Roundtree (Sr.) 


KR 7 Der'rikk Thompson (Jr.) 
‘PR 21 Kenneth Acker (Sr) 
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74 Christian Chamagua (Fr.)_ 


~ 27 Horace Richardson (Fr.) 


CSM/AP Images 


Stephen Lance Dennee/Icon SMI 


CONFERENCE USA PREVIEW 


EAST PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH WEST PRESEASON ALL-C-USA TEAM 
FIRST.TEAM OFFENSE 
MARSHALL TULSA QB RAKEEM CATO 6-0 184 Jr. Marshall 
THUNDERING HERD GOLDEN HURRICANE RB KENNETH DIXON 6-0 215 So. Louisiana Tech 
8-0, 6-2 C-USA 1-3, /-1 L-UdA RB TREY WATTS 5-11 190 St. Tulsa 
EAST CAROLINA RICE oF TOUR: FAC Moai 
2 PIRATES OWLS : oo 
Pare ie ee ink, TE GATORHOSKINS 6-2 242 Sr. Marshall 
/-9, 0-2 C-USA “4, O-£ L-Uon C CHRISJASPERSE 6-4 290 Jr. Marshall 
i a G MILSMMONS 5 22 SEs 
Severn 5 2 CASA T  JAKEALEXANDER 6-2 294 Jr. Tulsa 
/- n T  BRANDERCRAIGHEAD 6-6 280 Sr. UTEP 
UAB UTEP FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
BLAZERS MINERS DE CODY BAUER 6-4 265 St. Rice 
5-7, 4-4 C-USA 5-7, 4-4 C-USA DE IK ENEMKPALI 6-2 250 Sr. Louisiana Tech 
DT BRANDON SPARROW 6-3 295 Sr. Marshall 
SOUTHERN MISS TULANE DT KHYRITHORNTON 4-3 308 Sr. Southern Miss 
GOLDEN EAGLES er EeEM WAVE LB JEREMY GROVE 6-1 240 Jr East Carolina 
5-7, 4-4 C-USA -§ 2-6 C-USA LB SHAWNJACKSON 6-0 251 Sr. Tulsa 
LB DERRELLJOHNSON 6-2 264 Sr. East Carolina 
FAU NORTH TEXAS CB PHILLIPGAINES 6-1 185 Sr. Rice 
OWLS MEAN GREEN CB  DERON WILSON 5-10 181 Sr. Southern Miss 
3-9, 2-6 C-USA | 3-9 2-6 C-USA § MARCONELSON 6-0 192 Sr. Tulsa 
S  RICHARDSPENCER 4-2 200 Sr. UTEP 
FIU UTSA 
PANTHERS ROADRUNNERS FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
7 9-10, 1-7 C-USA 7 1-11, 1-7 C-USA K CAIRO SANTOS 5-8 160 Sr. Tulane 
P  TYLERWILLIAMS © 6-0 188 So. Marshall 
C-USA CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: TULSA OVER MARSHALL KR TREY WATTS 5-11 190 Sr. Tulsa 
— : PR JUSTIN HARDY 6-0 186 Jr. East Carolina 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB SHANE CARDEN 6-2 218 Jr. East Carolina 
RB VINTAVIOUSCOOPER 5-9 200 Sr. East Carolina 
RB DARRIN REAVES 5-10 210 Jr. UAB 

WR KEYARRISGARRETT 6-4 207 Jr. Tulsa 

WR RYAN GRANT 6-1 190 Sr. Tulane 

TE NEXONDORVILUS 6-4 230 Sr FAU 

C NATE RICHARDS 6-4 300 Sr Rice 

6 CYRILLEMON 6-3 321 Jr. North Texas 
G  JEREL WATKINS 6-3 280 Jr. UTEP 


= a: T JORDAN JEFFRIES © 6-8 322 Sr. Marshall 
2013 UNIT RANKINGS 2012 BOWL RESULTS T DARIUS JOHNSON 6-3. 280 So. MTSU 
OB RB WR/TE OL DL LB OB SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
EASTCAROLINA 2 4 2 1 5 1 °7 | Se maine . DE ALEX BAZZIE 6-2 225 Sr. Marshall 
FAU ee Wee. 1 18 Ed ead Sake peel DE HORACE MILLER 6-1 240 Sr. UTEP 
FU 7 12 13 16 10 14 9 | VLLAFAYETTE 43 DT ISAMEFACIANE © 6-5 295 Sr. FIU 
o2nu 12 B13 | EAST CAROLINA 34 DT HOSAM SHAHIN 6-3 290 St. Rice 
ra pe LB STEVENKURFEHS 6-2 230 Sr. UTSA 
LB CAMERONNWOSU 5-10 240 Sr. Rice 
MTSU Vc enc LB ZACHARYORR 6-0 223 Sr._ North Texas 
NORTH TEXAS 12 De PES aS) 3 FORT WORTH, TEXAS CB LORENZO DOSS 5-11 168 So. Tulane 
RICE if 5 7 7h) eet ey, RICE 33. CB ZAC WHITFIELD 5-9 180 So. North Texas 
| AIR FORCE 14 S$ KEVIN BYARD 5-11 220 So. MTSU 
SOUTHERNMISS 13 11 9 12 6 5 4 § TRISTONWADE 5-11 165 J. ‘UTSA 
TULANE nike Sutin. it 
TULSA ee wil eehh aerde a9) 722) SG meget BOWL ap ety be che ge has 
jC TENS ie i. ice 
ped ; ; TULSA ae P HUNTERMULLINS 6-3 195 Jr. UAB 
UTEP oon aaa KR AUTREYGOLDEN 6-0 190 So. UTEP 
UTSA 6 14 14 8 12 10 14 PR KENNYHARRISON 5-9 165 Jr. UTSA 
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Head Coach: Doc Holliday 

Record at School: 17-20 (3 years) 
Career Record: 17-20 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator; Bill Legg 
Defensive Coordinator: Chuck Heater 
Huntington, WV 

Joan C. Edwards Stadium (38,016) 


2013 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 8-5, 6-2 (C-USA) 


August 
31 Miami (Ohio) 
September 

7 Gardner-Webb 
14 at Ohio 
21__ at Virginia Tech 
October 

§ UTSA 
12 at Florida Atlantic 
24 _at Middle Tennessee 


November 

2 Southern Miss = 
of ~ UAB 

14 at Tulsa 

} a, | 2 
30 East Carolina 

2012 RESULTS (5-7, 4-4) 
Sept. 1 at West Virginia L_ 34-69 
Sept. 8 Western Carolina = W 52-24 
Sept. 15 Ohio L 2-2? 
Sept. 22 at Rice lot) Wo 54~51 
Sept. 27 at Purdue L 4l- 51 
Oct. 6 Tulsa L 38-45 
Oct. . 0 at Southern Miss = We 59-24 
Oct. 27 UCF —_ lent 
Nov. 3 | Memphis W 38-28 
Nov. 10 atUAB L_ H-38 
Nov. 17 Houston We Aba 
Nov, 23 at East Carolina “(oth L 69-66 
TOP 10 RECRUITS 

|. Stefan Houston, LB, Clarksburg, MD 

2. Deontay McManus, WR, Baltimore, MD 
3. Taj Letman, S, Elberton, GA* 

4, Michael Johnson, CB, Miami, FL 

5. Chocolate Wilson, CB, Myrtle Beach, SC 
6, Jeremiah Benjamin, LB, Hollywood, FL 

7. Shykeem Pitts, DB, Davenport, FL 

8, Sandley Jean-Felix, OT, 


Lauderdale Lakes, FL 
9. Chris Huhn, OT, Pickerington, OH 
10. Kevin Anderson, OB, Boca Raton, FL 


*junior college transfer 


2012 RANKINGS 


Offense  PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 40.9 ppg | 7 
Rushing  169.2ypg = 4 54 
Passing 365.1 ypg = ] 


Total 534.3 ypg 1 6 


Defense PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 43.1 ppg 12 119 
Rushing 203.1 ypg =—s:10 104 
Passing 253.5ypg = 8 9] 


Total 456.6ypg 10 101 


TO Margin PerGame C-USA National 
2 “0.17 7 13 
176 


Marshall 
THUNDERING HERD 


OFFENSE With seven starters returning on a unit that averaged 40.9 
points per game, expectations are justifiably high for the Marshall of 
fense. Quarterback Rakeem Cato earned Conference USA Player of 
the Year honors after directing the nation’s No. 1 passing offense 
(365.1 ypg) as a sophomore. Some of his primary outside targets are 
gone, but Cato should be in line for another big season. His touch- 
down-to-interception ratio went from 15-to-11 as a freshman to 37- 
to-11 last year, and the hope is that it will continue to improve in his 
third season as a starter. 

Cato’s inside targets, Tommy Shuler (110 catches, fourth-most in 
the nation) and tight end Gator Hoskins (35 catches), both return 
and will again play a large role in the offense. The outside receivers 
will be new, with Davonte Allen and Demetrius Evans stepping into 
important roles, 

The coaching staff is hoping to be able to depend on the running 
game more when it wants to slow the high-tempo attack and protect 
a lead. A trio of sophomore backs look to be capable of carrying the 
load after combining for 1,617 yards as freshmen, but the offensive 
line, which returns virtually intact, had trouble in short-yardage situ- 
ations a year ago. Still, with Cato at the controls, Marshall should be 
able to score against any defense it faces. 


4 9 DEFENSE Fixing a defense that surren- 
7 


dered 43.1 points per game — second- 

most in the nation — is obviously 
Marshall surrendered a staggering priority No. 1 for the Herd. New defen- 
49.7 points per game ints sist0ad | sive coordinator Chuck Heater will try 
games last season, yet still managed ( 
tn 0 tnt those gare to put together a unit that can comple- 
ment the Herd’s high-scoring offense and 
get Marshall a bowl berth and potential 
Conference USA title. 

The Herd allowed over 200 yards per game on the ground in 2012, 
so the front line must be reinforced. Defensive linemen Alex Bazzie 
and Brandon Sparrow were both honorable mention All-C-USA a 
year ago, and Jarquez Samuel stepped up in the spring. There is some 
cautious optimism that this group will be improved. 

Behind them, early enrollee Stefan Houston won a job at linebacker 
in the spring and should be a welcome addition. Athletic sophomore 
D.J. Hunter started as an undersized linebacker last season, but he has 
moved back to his more natural safety position, which will keep him 
on the field all three downs. Corner Darryl Roberts, who was projected 
to start last year before being lost for the season to injury, is healthy 
and will reinforce the cornerback position that returns last season's 
starters. 


SPECIALISTS The kicker-punter tandem of Justin Haig and Tyler 
Williams returns after solid seasons. Haig was 13-of-16 on field goals, 
including 4-of-4 from beyond 40 yards, and he made all 60 extra 
points. Williams had 13 punts of 50 yards or more, and the Herd 
ranked 46th nationally in net punting at 37.6 yard per kick. The area 
that needs to be shored up for Marshall was kickoff coverage, where 
the Herd were burned for three returns for touchdowns a year ago. 


FINAL ANALYSIS This looks like a team that can win the reconfig- 
ured and depleted Conference USA. Cato has a shot to be the league's 
best player again, and the offense should be able to put up big points 
if the outside receivers can be productive and stretch defenses away 
from Shuler and Hoskins. 

Defensively, the unit is more experienced and has a new coordinator, 
so there is at least hope it can hold up its end of the bargain one year 
after surrendering over 50 points five times. 

With UCF off to the Big East and the game with East Carolina at 
home, the East Division title is certainly within reach for the Herd. 


NATIONAL FORECAST 72 


C-USAEAST PREDICTION 1 


RAKEEM CATO 


THE QUOTE 


“They brought Chuck Heater as defensive coor- 
dinator. He'll do a tremendous job. He had Tem- 


ple as a top-5 (scoring) defense two years ago. 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 6 Davonte Allen (So.) 
WR 1 Tommy Shuler (Jr.) 
WR 4 Demetrius Evans (Sr.) 


81 Craig Wilkins (Jr.) 

33 Devon Smith (Sr) 
5 Shawney Kersey (Sr.) 
63 Gage Niemeyer (Sr.) 


LG 71. Sebastian Johansson ( ($0) 79 Josh Lovell (Jr.) 
C 60 Chris Jasperse (Jr.) 
RG 74 Alex Schooler (Sr.) 52 Blake Brooks (Jr) 
RT 76 GarrettScott(Sr.) 63 Gage Niemeyer (Sr. 
TE 26 GatorHoskins(Sr.) 83 Eric Frohnapfel (Jr) 
QB 12 RakeemCato(Jr.) 


15 Blake Frohnapfel (So.) 
RB 37. Kevin Grooms (S0.) 


20 Steward Bute (So) 
DEFENSE (7) 
DE 53 Alex Bazzie (Sr.) 40 Ra’Shawde Myers (Jr) 
NT 96 Brandon Sparrow (Sr.) 91 Ken Smith (Jr.) 
DT 94 Jarquez Samuel (So.) 93 Steve Dillon (So.) 
DE 58 Jeremiah Taylor (Sr.) 52 Malcolm Strong (Jr.) 
LB 3 StefanHouston(Fr.) 44 Derek Mitchell (Sr.) 
LB 46 Jermaine Holmes (Jr.) 49 Cortez Carter (Jr.) 
LB 27 Billy Mitchell (Sr.) 50 Kent Turene (Fr.) 
CB 2 DerrickThomas(Sr.) 36 Monterius Lovett (Sr.) 
CB 39 Darryl Roberts (Jr.) 8 Keith Baxter (Jr.) 
$ 30 Tajletman(So.) 28 Corie Wilson (So.) 
$ 22 D.J. Hunter (So.) 1 AJ. Leggett (Fr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 23 Justin Haig (Jr.) KR 37_ Kevin Grooms (So.) 


P 38 Tyler Williams (So.) PR 1 Tommy Shuler (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Rakeem Cato, 584-406-4,201-11, 37 TDs 

Rushing: Kevin Grooms, 121 att., 737 yds. 8TDs 
Receiving: Tommy s Shuler, 110 rec., 1,138 yds., 6 TDs 

Tackles: 0.J. Hunter, 102 

Sacks: Jeremiah Taylor, §.5 


Interceptions: Monterius Lovett, 2 


“66 Cameron Dees (So.) 


(8) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Marshall SID 


NATIONAL FORECAST 110 


C-USA WEST PREDICTION 6 


North Texas 


MEAN GREEN 


OFFENSE Derek Thompson became the first multi-year starting 
quarterback for North Texas in a decade last season, and he should 
make it three years in a row in 2013. That adds stability to an of- 
fense already returning a solid stable of running backs and a superb 
offensive line. Three starters are back for a line that allowed an FBS- 
low six sacks last season. UNT relied on a trio of running backs last 


ages 


Head Coach: Dan McCarney 

Record at School: 9-15 (2 years) 
Career Record: 65-100 [14 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Canales 
Defensive Coordinator: John Skladany 
Denton, TX 

Apogee Stadium (30,850) 


MEAS GREEN season, and the same will likely be true again. Purdue transfer Reg- 2013 SCHEDULE 
einem gie Pegram will join returning backs Brandin Byrd and Antoinne PROJECTION: 3-9, 2-6 (C-USA) 
? Jimmerson. : 
“We had three different guys rush for 500 yards last season, and we | August 
may have to do it again,” UNT coach Dan McCarney says. “I can’t 31_ Idaho 
say we have first-round draft picks, but we've got good Division] run- | September 
ning backs that can do the job.” i ae —— —— 
UNT would like to get some rushing production from its quarter- 21 at Georgia 
back, but that’s not Thompson’ forte. Kansas transfer Brock Berglund, | october _ 
often compared to Johnny Manziel out of Seertaniese 
high school, came to UNT asa dual-threat 7 12 Middle Tennessee 
option to push Thompson. But injuries fae : 19 at Louisiana Tech 
limited Berglund in spring practice, and UNT has seven wins in two years in 26 _ at Southern Miss 
; puns pring P. : Apogee Stadium, its best two-year 
he's far behind in the playbook. An up- | stretch at home since 2009-04. November 
grade at receiver is sorely needed. Texas ——_ 
_____DEREKTHOMPSON transfer Darius Terrell and previously in- 7. tea ——_—__—_—___—— 
jured Brelan Chancellor are among the possible remedies for a lack- 30 at Tulsa 
THE QUOTE luster unit. 
‘Their defense needs to improve, but | think DEFENSE Linebackers Zach Orr and Derek Akunne will be among 2012 RESULTS (4-8, 3-5) 
they were relatively young there last year the best duos in the conference after racking up nearly 200 tackles | gut 1 atisy Led 
So they have to be better d efensively combined last season. The entire secondary returns, led by all-confer- ar ® Texas Southem OW eT 
ha seoieae eeeciiah each ence cornerback Zac Whitfield. Sept. 15 at Kansas tate | _21-26 
panic a There are few issues in the back seven, but that’s countered by several | Sept. 22 Troy L 7th 
OFFENSE (6) concerns on the defensive front. The line lacked explosive plays last Sept. 29 at Florida Atlantic — W 20-14 


WR 9 Carlos Harris (So.) 
WR 80 Darnell Smith (Sr) 17 Lynrick Pleasant [ 


WR 3 BrelanChancellor(Sr.) 83 Carl Caldwell (Sr.) 
LT 71 Antonio Johnson (Jr.) 72 Ryan Rentfro (Fr.) 


11 Darius Terrell (Jr.) 


year, and its lone productive pass-rusher, K.C. Obi, graduated. Injuries | Oct. 6 at Houston L 2-44 
7 Lynrick Pleasant (Sr) Ve = 


both in 2012 and this spring hampered optimism. Ryan Boutwell and | Oct. 16 UL Lafayette W 30-23 
Brandon McCoy missed spring with injuries, and Richard Abbe | Oct. 27 at Middle Tennessee 21-38 


LG 57 Mason Y’Barbo(Jr.) 77 Travis Ellard (So) missed time last season. The trio combined for only two sacks in 2012. | Nov. 3 ArkansasState —L_19-37 
C 50 Kaydon Kirby (Fr) 53 Shawn MckKinneyUr) | Junior college transfer Quenton Brown also tore his ACL in spring. Nov. 10 South Alabama W 2-14 
RG 62 CyrilLemon(Jr.) 65 Micah Thompson (So.] “We need to make major improvements up front, but with all these | Now_17_at ULM L_ 16-42 


RT 64 LaChrisAnyiam(Sr.) 70 Justin Manu (Jr.) 


| offseason surgeries, it makes it hard,” McCarney says. “The defensive | Nov. 24 at Western Kentucky L 24-2 
TE 86 Drew Miller (Sr.) 89 Daniel Prior (Sr.] 


line makes all the difference. A good defensive line disrupts every- 


3 ti bated le : pa vty al thing, it collapses the pocket, it dictates the game. We have to get TOP 10 REGRUITS 
ee ee eS" | chore often? 1. Cody Nelson, OL, Keller, TX 

DEFENSE (7) d 4 2. Sed Ellis, LB, Paris, TX 
DE 42. Chad Polk (So, 93 Brandon McCoy (Sr.) SPECIALISTS Chancellor, a senior, owns the top two single-season 4. Chris Loving, TE, Klein, TX* 
DT 97 Richard Abbe (Sr.) 70 Sir Calvin Wallace (F.) | kick returning yardage totals in program history. He and Carlos Harris 4. Dominick Walker, OL, Sugar Land, TX 
DT 95 Alexander Lincoln (Jr.) 91 Austin Orr (So.) will handle kick and punt returns. Senior Zach Olen is a seasoned 6. Ched Davis, DB Richmond, TX 
DE 44 Aaron Bellazin(Sr.) $6 Malik Dilonga lf.) | kicker with 32 career field goals, including a 9-of-9 clip on attempts A: Soanten Breen. 2e Toriac 66 

7. Harrison Sorge, OL, Wichita Falls, TX 
OLB 7 DerekAkunne(Jr.) 92 LaJaylin Smith (So.) of less than 40 yards last season xed dig ah 
MLB 35 Zachary Orr(Sr.) 50 _ Robert Lewis (Jr) x , : pera Healy 
OLB 11 Will Wright (Sr.) 18 Jamal Marshall (So) | FINALANALYSIS The schedule sets up reasonably well. North Texas bares Moore, UR, 

10. John Schilleci, DB, Denton, TX 


CB 6 Hilbert Jackson (Sr.) 13° ~ James Jones (Jr.) 
CB 23 Zac Whitfield (So.) 
SS 27 Lairamie Lee (Jr.) 
FS 8 Marcus Trice (Sr.} 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Zach Olen (Sr.) KR 3. Brelan Chancellor (Sr.) 
Pi 40 Blake Macek (Fr.) _PR 3 Brelan Chancellor (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Derek Thompson, 372-214-2,649-14, 14 TDs 
Rushing: : Brandin Byrd, 205 att., 860 yds., 4 TDs 


plays its season opener at home for the first time since 2001, as Idaho 
comes to Denton. And in their first year in Conference USA, the 
Mean Green will play three straight home games against Texas schools 2012 RANKINGS 
with late-season contests versus Rice, UTEP and UTSA. Offense PerGame Sun Belt National 
“The first game being at home is a big deal,” McCarney says. “Every | Scoring 20.9 ppg = 8108 
offseason, we sell our program and all the excitement around it, and | Rushing — 173.1 ypg_ 5 5} 
then the first thing we do is get on a plane to play somewhere else. Sepa Re B 
. . ; f PEE Total 392.2ypg 6 67 
But this year is our 100-year celebration. We have intrastate rivalries : 
starting up. And the program is getting where we want it to be. There Sees: “eae Re RR ee 
(rates $ % Scoring 27.8 ppg 3 6) 
are good vibes in the air here. 


“junior college transfer 


31 Kenny Buyers (So.) 
1 Zed Evans [Sr.) 
20 Andrew Tucker (Fr.). 


& Baca: ara Smt id 2 Regardless of the optimism, UNT remains a solid yet unspectacular pe Bis ee m7 
= Sacks: Aaron Bellazin, 5 team. The Mean Green went 4—§8 last season and have shown moder- Total 414.8 ypg 5 iT 
g Interceptions: Zac Whitfield, 3 = ate improvement under McCarney, and they seem to be on the same _| 79 Margin. PerGame Sun Belt National 
“ (8) Indicates numberof returning starters © BOLD indicates returning starters steady path in C-USA this season. +1 +0.08 4 55 
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KR 


Head Coach: David Bailiff 

Record at School: 30-44 (6 years) 
Career Record: 51-59 (9 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: John Reagan 
Defensive Coordinator: Chris Thurmond 
Houston, TX 

Rice Stadium (47,000) 


2013 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 8-4, 6-2 (C-USA) 


August 
31 at Texas A&M 
September 
14 Kansas 
21 Houston 
‘28 Florida Atlantic 


October 
5 at Tulsa 

12 atUISA 
19 at New Mexico State _ 
26 UTEP 
November 

2 atNorth Texas 

16 Louisiana Tech 


23 at UAB 
30 Tulane 


2012 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) 


Aug. 30 UCLA mu L_ 26-49 
Sept. 8 atKansas W 25-24 
Sept. 15 atLouisianaTech = L 37-56 
Sept. 22 Marshall (a)_L_ 51-84 
Sept. 27 vs. Houston % L 14-35 
Oct. 6 at Memphis L 10-14 
Oct. 13 UTSA We 34-14 
Oct. 20 atTulsa skh ~28 
Oct. 27 Southern Miss W 44-17 
Nov. 3 atTulane W 49-47 
Nov. 17 SMU = W614 
Nov. 24 atUTEP W 33-24 
Dec. 29 vs.AirForce# = W 33-14 


SgReliant Stadium Armed Forces Bowl 
TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. D.J. Green, OLB, Mesquite, TX 

2. Kenneth Thompson, G, Houston, TX 
3. Cole Thomas, DB, Katy, TX 

4, Peter Godber, G, Toronto, ON 

5. Anthony Canady Il, CB, Mesquite, TX 
6. Nate German, OB, Cypress, TX 

7, Cole Hunt, TE, El Campo, TX 

8. Nick Uretsky, LB, San Antonio, TX 

9. Jowan Davis, RB, Sealy, TX 

0. Brian Womac, DE, Houston, TX 


2012 RANKINGS 

Offense  PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 31.9 ppg 5 4) 
Rushing 201.8 ypg =.2 29 
Passing © 225.6ypg 7 67 


Total 427.4ypg 4 4h 
Defense  PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 30.0 ppg 5 71 
Rushing 190.7 ypg = 7 
Passing 235.2 ypg 4 
Total 425.9 ypg 8 81 
-U 
3 


TO Margin PerGame C-USA National 
+5 +0.38 9 
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RICE 


OWLS 


OFFENSE Although Driphus Jackson was outstanding in relief of in- 
jured Taylor McHargue in the Owls’ Armed Forces Bowl rout of Air 
Force, completing 15-of-21 passes for 264 yards and two scores, 
McHargue remains Rice’s starting quarterback. Owls coach David 
Bailiff points to the senior’s leadership and command of the team, but 
he mentions that Rice does have “two good quarterbacks.” McHargue 
is a stalwart, but he needs to be more accurate and improve on last 
year's total of 12 TD passes. 

If junior wide receiver Jordan ‘Taylor carries over his momentum 
from the bowl game, when he caught nine passes for 153 yards and 
scored three times, he'll help McHargue immensely. Taylor led the 
Owls with 57 catches last year. Senior Donte Moore is expected to be 
another prime target, as is junior Mario Hull, who missed last year 
with an injury after being a Freshman All-America punt returner in 
2011. 

The entire line that started the bowl game returns, as do all of its 
backups. Those performers helped Rice average a robust 201.8 yards 
per game on the ground. Senior left tackle Jon Hodde is a stalwart. 
Senior center Nate Richards became an immediate leader last year after 
transferring in from the junior college ranks, and tackle Drew Carroll 
could be the best of the bunch. They'll open holes for seniors Charles 


Ross (800 yards) and Turner Peterson 
342.8 


(591). McHargue (667) is a big threat to 
The Rice defense gave up an average 


run as well, 

DEFENSE Ten starters return on this 
of 342.8 yards over the last eight 
games. In the first five, the Owls were 


side of the ball, but the unit needs to im- 

prove after giving up 30.0 points and 
See ee ae 425.9 yards per game last year. The im- 
provement will have to start up front, 
where opponents had great success running the ball, averaging 4.9 
yards per carry. Senior Cody Bauer is a solid end who made 12 tackles 
behind the line last year, and senior tackle Hosam Shahin had 9.5 
tackles for a loss. Bailiff expects junior Stuart Mouchantaf to have a 
big impact at tackle this year. 

Senior strong-side linebacker Cameron Nwosu was second on the 
team last year with 92 tackles and teams with junior James Radcliffe 
(42 stops) in a solid tandem in the Owls’ 4-2-5 configuration. Senior 
“KAT” defensive back Paul Porras had a team-high 93 tackles and sup- 
ports the run-stopping efforts well. 

There is plenty of talent in the defensive backfield, although Rice 
will work to improve on last year’s 11 interceptions. Even though sen- 
ior corner Phillip Gaines didn’t pick off pass, he broke up 18 of them. 
Gaines, classmate Alex Francis, and junior Bryce Callahan comprise a 
great collection of corner talent. Expect juniors Julius White and Gabe 
Baker to handle the safety work. 


SPECIALISTS Senior placekicker Chris Boswell may or may not have 
the biggest leg in the nation, but anybody who goes 6-of-8 from be- 
yond 50 yards, with four made field goals of 53 yards or longer, is in 
the discussion. Redshirt freshman Cameron Decell gets the punting 
job. The return game has some experience but needs to be more pro- 
ductive. 


FINALANALYSIS The Owls won their last five games to finish 2012 
with a 7-6 mark, and Bailiff believes there will be a carryover this sea- 
son. The offense has weapons and a solid offensive front, while 10 re- 
turning starters should be enough to help Rice be more formidable 
on defense. 

Having McHargue around helps, because of his leadership, but if 
the Owls want to be more than just a hair over .500, they must be 
more effective at every position. Rice showed it could do that in the 
bowl win. It’s time to do it for 12 games. 


NATIONAL FORECAST 81 


C-USA WEST PREDICTION 2 


( CAMERON NWOSU 


THE QUOTE 


“Their quarterback (Taylor McHargue) will be a 
senior, and | think he’s a viable (C-USA) Player 
of the Year candidate.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 83 Andre Gautreaux (Sr.) 
WR 87 Connor Cella (Fr.) 
WR 81 Donte Moore (Sr.) 
WR 15. Jordan Taylor (Jr.) 
LT 79 Jon Hodde (Sr.) 
LG 55 Nico Carlson (Jr.) 
C 53 Nate Richards (Sr.) 
RG 77 Andrew Reue (So.) 60 Matt Simonette (Jr.) 
RT 76 DrewCarroll(Jr.) 74 Caleb Williams (So.) 
QB 16 TaylorMcHargue(Sr.) 6 Driphus Jackson (So,) 
RB 28 CharlesRoss(Sr.) 26 Turner Petersen (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (10) 

DE 90 Cody Bauer (Sr.) 13 Tanner Leland (Sr.) 

DT 93 HosamShahin(Sr.) 50 Cody Henessee (So.) 

DT 92 Stuart Mouchantaf (Jr.) 56 Christian Covington (So.) 
DE 40 Zach Patt Ur.) 96 Dylan Klare (Jr.) 

SLB 57 Cameron Nwosu(Sr.) 42 Michael Kutzler (Sr.) 
WLB10 James Radcliffe (Jr.) 46 Nick Elder (So.) 

KAT 24 Paul Porras (Sr.) 33 Austin Laudenschlager (So.)_ 
CB 15 PhillipGaines(Sr.) 29 Bryce Callahan (Jr.) 

CB 19 Alex Francis (Sr. 22 Ryan Pollard (So) 

S 27 Gabe Baker (Jr.) 2 Malcolm Hill (Jr.) 

$ 7 JuliusWhite(Jr.) 11 Garrett Fuhrman (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 9 Chris Boswell (Sr.) KR35 Luke Turner So.) 
P 39 Cameron Decell (Fr.) PR 4 Dennis Parks [So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Taylor McHargue, 325-194-2,209-5, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Charles Ross, 147 att., 800 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Jordan Taylor, 57 Tec., 826 yds.., 31Ds 
Tackles: Paul Porras, 93 

Sacks: Cody Bauer, 5.5 
Interceptions: 4 players tied with 2 = 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


1 Mario Hull (Jr.) 
86 Reid Mitchell (Fr.) 

8 Derek Brown (So.) 

4 Dennis Parks (So,) 
65 Matt Wofford (So.) 
71 Connor Patterson (Fr.) 
§2 Spencer Stantey (Fr.) 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Anthony Vasser/Rice Sports Information 


NATIONAL FORECAST 


50 


C-USAWEST PREDICTION 1 


TREY WATTS ) 


THE QUOTE 


“They are one of the most physical teams we've 


played, and they rushed for ove 


Big 12 defense in the bow 


— An opposing C 
OFFENSE (8) 
WR 1 KeyarrisGarrett(Jr.) 80 
WR 12 JordanJames(Sr.) 4 
WR 26 Thomas Roberson (Jr.) 11 
LT 76 Garrett Stafford (So.) 75 
LG 77 Jake Alexander (Jr.) 63 
C 57 Dylan Foxworth (Fr) 2 
RG 65 Gabe Moyer (Sr.) iY 
RT 74 Stetson Burnett(Sr.) 68 
QB 7 Cody Green (Sr.) 9 
HB 41 Cody Wilson (Sr) 48 
TB 22 Trey Watts (Sr.) 5 


DEFENSE (2) 

DE 97 Brentom Todd (Jr.) % 
DT 98 Jack Jewell [Sr.) 70 
DT 99 Derrick Luetjen(So.] 95 
DE 46 Chris Hummingbird Ur.) 54 


LB 40. Trent Martin (So.) i) 
LB 55 Shawn Jackson(Sr.) 27 
CB 23 Darrell Williams (Fr.) 9 
CB 24 Darnell Walker (Fr) = 7 
$ 22 Michael Mudoh (So.) 5 
S20 MarcoNelson(Sr.) 39 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 3. Daniel Schwarz (So.) KR 22 
P = 28 Cole Way (Jr.) PR 22 


RETURNING LEADERS 


LB 33 Mitchell Osborne (Jr) 30 


300 yards ona 
game last year. 


-USA assistant coach 


Conner Floyd (So.) 
Keevan Lucas (Fr.) 

Derek Patterson (So.) 
‘Davis Walton (Jr.) 

Chris Wallace (Fr.) 

Billy Lafortune [So.) 
Alec Henry Ur.) 

Garrett Gladd (So.) 

Dane Evans (Fr.) 

Colby Scott (So.) 

Ja’ Terian Douglas (Sr.) 


Damian Gibson (Fr) 
Jerry Uwaezuoke (Fr.) 
Hayden Carman (Fr.) 
Derrick Alexander (So.) 
Luke Snider (Jr) 
‘Donnell Hawkins [Sr.)_ 
DeWitt Jennings (Sr.] 
Dwight Dobbins (Jr.) 
Johnell Celistan (Fr.) 
Jeremy Brady (Fr.] 
Marcus Pate (Sr.] 


Trey Watts (Sr.) 
Trey Watts (Sr.) 


Passing: Cody Green, 419-228-2,592-11, 17 TDs 


Rushing: Trey Watts, 186 att., 1,108 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Keyarris Garrett, 67 rec., 845 yds., 9 TDs 


Tackles: Shawn Jackson, 88 
Sacks: Shawn Jackson, 3 


Interceptions: Marco Nelson, 2 


Tulsa SID 


“{8) Indicates numberof returning starters « BOLD indicates feturning starters 


Tulsa 


GOLDEN HURRICANE 


OFFENSE Tulsa won the 2012 Conference USA championship with 
a potent ground game. During the Todd Graham years (2007-10), 
the Golden Hurricane featured a pass-happy offense that set school 
records but never captured a league title. Bill Blankenship’s change in 
offensive philosophy paid off in his first two seasons. 

Last year, Tulsa was a top-10 rushing offense nationally after tail- 
backs Trey Watts and Ja’Terian Douglas combined to run for 2,044 
yards. The pair helped TU storm to a C-USA title game win over UCF 
and a Liberty Bowl victory over Iowa State, with Watts being named 
MVP of both contests. 

Quarterback Cody Green, a transfer from Nebraska, returns for his 
senior year. He played with a throwing shoulder injury for much of 
his first season at Tulsa and finished with 17 touchdown passes and 
11 interceptions. His top two receivers return — Keyarris Garrett (67 
catches, 845 yards) and Jordan James (41 catches, 568 yards). 

The Hurricane’s offensive line was a 
strength last season, paving the way for the 7 0 
cack TAS uni wil be anchored by lef | str res 

: yards or more last season, tying 
guard Jake Alexander, right tackle Stetson | ith three other players for the most 
Burnett and right guard Gabe Moyer. in the nation. 


DEFENSE The Golden Hurricane pos- 

sessed one of the nation’s most aggressive defenses last season. Tulsa 
finished with 110 tackles for a loss and 53 sacks. Both statistics were 
school records and among the top three in the country, as Tulsa has 
grasped the attacking style of third-year defensive coordinator Brent 
Guy. 

The goal this season will be rebuilding a defense that loses nine 
starters. The unit will be led by senior linebacker Shawn Jackson, who 
is the leading returning tackler after getting 88 stops last season. The 
linebackers are expected to be the nucleus in 2013, with Trent Martin 
and Mitchell Osborne having significant experience. DeWitt Jennings 
is another one to watch at the position. 

The defensive line will be rebuilt after the entire group graduated 
last season. Defensive ends Brentom Todd and Chris Hummingbird 
will get the first looks at a position that produced 33 sacks last year. 
Defensive tackles Derrick Luetjen and Jack Jewell are being asked to 
plug the middle. 

The secondary will be led by Marco Nelson, a third-year starter at 
safety. Nelson will be joined at safety by Michael Mudoh. Darrell 
Williams and Darnell Walker will be tested at cornerback by Confer- 
ence USA’s pass-happy offenses. 


SPECIALISTS Field goals and extra points were a fiasco at times last 
season. Tulsa often kept the offense on the field on fourth down inside 
the red zone instead of attempting a field goal. Kicker Daniel Schwarz 
missed more PATs (seven) than field goals (six) in his freshman year, 
but did make five of his last six field goal attempts. Punter Cole Way 
is looking to improve his average of 39.1 yards in 2012. Watts is a dy- 


namic returner who had a punt return and kickoff return for a score. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Tulsa has quietly become a solid football program. 
The Golden Hurricane have won 10-plus games in four of their last 
six seasons and have been to a bowl game in seven of the past eight 
years. In his second season, Blankenship led the school to its first C- 
USA tide since 2005 and second top-25 ranking in three seasons. 

Blankenship often said in the spring that maintaining the champi- 
onship level is more difficult than chasing a title. He has challenged 
his team to repeat in its final season in Conference USA before it leaves 
for the American Athletic Conference in 2014. 

For that to happen, Tulsa must identify some new playmakers on 
defense and continue to have success running the ball on offense. 


Head Coach: Bill Blankenship 
Record at School: 19-6 (2 years} 
Career Record: 19-8 (2 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Greg Peterson 
Defensive Coordinator: Brent Guy 
Tulsa, OK 

H.A. Chapman Stadium (30,000) 


2013 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 10-3, 7-1 (£-USA) 


August 

29 at Bowling Green 

September __ 

7 Colorado State = 


14 at Oklahoma 


26 lowaState 
October 


5 Rice 

12 at UTEP 

26 at Tulane 
November 

7 USA 
_9 at East Carolina 
14 Marshall 

23 _at Louisiana Tech 
30 _ North Texas 


2012 RESULTS (11-3, 7-1) 


Sept. 1 atlowaState L_ 23-38 
Sept. 6 Tulane W 45-10 
Sept. 15 Nicholls State W 66-16 
Sept. Z2 Fresno State W 27-26 
Sept. 29 at UAB W_ 49-42 
Oct 6 at Marshal W 45-38 
Oct. 11 UTEP W 33-11 
Oct. 20 Rice Wo 28-24 
Nov. 3 at Arkansas t 15-19 
Nov. 10 atHouston We Al-7 
Nov. 17 UCF W 23-21 
Nov. 24 at SMU L 27-35 
Dec. 1 UCF%  —_—fot) W 33-27 
Dec. 31 vs. lowa State # W 31-17 


%C-USA Championship #lLiberty Bowl 
TOP 10 RECRUITS 


. Rob Boyd, OL, Vian, OK 

. Will Barrow, DB, Dallas, TX 

. Dalton Rodriguez, DE, Tulsa, OK 

. Frankie Davis, DE, Broken Arrow, OK 
. C.J. Gooden, LB, Ashdown, AR 

. Chris Hall, RB, Tulsa, OK 

. Joe Bean, OB, Hooker, OK 

. Blake Mejia, OL, Tulsa, OK 

|. Ray Crockett, DB, Southlake, TX 

. Jaylen Lowe, ATH, Owasso, OK 


— ee 


— 


2012 RANKINGS 


PerGame C-USA National 
34.7 ppg 3 30 


Offense 
Scoring 


Rushing 245.7 ypg = 9 
Passing = 211.4 ypg S10 83 
Total 457.1ypg 3 28 
Defense  PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 23.6 ppg 2 36 
Rushing 119.6ypg = 2 16 
Passing © 228.2 ypg «3 5h 
Total 347.8 ypg 1 2 
TO Margin PerGame C-USA National 
+3 +0.21 4 48 
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Head Coach: Sean Kugler 

Record at School: First Season 

Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Patrick Higgins 
Defensive Coordinator: Scott Stoker 
Et Paso, TX 

Sun Bowl (51,500) 


20173 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 5-7, 4-4 (C-USA) 


September 
7 New Mexico 
14 _at New Mexico State 
Ti UTSA 
‘28 at Colorado State 


October 

_5 Louisiana Tech 
12 ‘Tulsa 

26 atRice 


November 

_TatTeasARM 
9 at North Texas 

16 FIU 

23 at Tulane 


30 at Middle Tennessee 


2012 RESULTS (3-5, 2-6) 

Sept. 1 Oklahoma L 7-24 
Sept. 8 at Ole Miss L_ 10-28 
Sept. 15 New Mexico State W 41-28 
Sept. 22 at Wisconsin L 26-37 
Sept. 29 at East Carolina L 18-28 
Oct. 6 SMU SN SS) 
Oct. 11 atTulsa Ls “1-33 
Oct. 20 Tulane W 24-20 
Oct. 27 at Houston L 38-45 
Nov. 10 UCF L 24-31 
Nov. 17 atSouthern Miss W 34-33 
Nov. 24 Rice _ L 24-33 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


. Darrin Laufasa, FB, Bothell, WA 

. Jaylon Scott, CB, Dallas, TX 

. Dewan Edmonson, DT, Manvel, TX 
. Nick Gathrite, CB, Riverside, CA* 

. Jameel Erving, S, Fontana, CA* 

. Cole Rogers, TE, Dripping Springs, TX 
. Peter Nonu, DT, Long Beach, CA* 

. Devin Cockrell, CB, Port Arthur, TX 
. Mack Leftwich, OB, Wexford, PA 

. Aaron Jones, ATH, El Paso, TX 


*junior college transfer 


— 


2012 RANKINGS 


Per Game C-USA National 
21.2 ppg if 100 
V8.5 ypg 8 77 
224.0ypg = 9 69 
3725ypq 8B 86 


Offense 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


Defonse 
Scoring 

Rushing 
Passing 


29.8 ppg 4 16 
194.2 ypq 9 6 
246.0 ypg = 7 9 
Total 440.2 ypg 9 v) | 


PerGame C-USA National 


TO Margin PorGame C-USA National 
“4 -0.33 8 82 
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MINERS 


OFFENSE A blurry quarterback picture for coach Sean Kugler’s first 
season at UTEP didn’t clear up, but it became much more interesting 
in late February when junior Jameill Showers announced he was trans- 
ferring from Texas A&M after backing Johnny Manziel in 2012. 
Showers, who did not start a game during his time in College Station, 
immediately became the favorite to take over what had been a wide- 
open quarterback competition. Sophomore Blaire Sullivan, who 
started two games last year, had been considered the leader during the 
spring, however. 

Whoever ends up under center will lead an otherwise veteran unit, 
albeit one that is coming off its worst season in almost a decade. The 
Miners will be transitioning to a two-back offense after nine years of 
Mike Price's one-back scheme. 

The big weapon is junior halfback Nathan Jeffery, who had spec- 
tacular moments when healthy last year. Jeffery rushed for 177 yards 
in the first three quarters of the opener against Oklahoma before sus- 
taining a hamstring injury that nagged him for two months. 

Three returning offensive line starters — tackle Brander Craighead 
and guards Jerel Watkins and Kyle Brown — join a veteran (and deep) 
tight end corps that should be a bigger factor in the passing game this 


season. 


UTEP ranked 97st nationally in total 
defense, matching its best finish in 
that category since 2006. 


All but one of the receivers return, in- 
cluding last year’s statistical leader Jordan 
Leslie, who averaged 19.1 yards on his 
51 catches and scored six touchdowns. 


DEFENSE After finally making some 
tangible improvement last season follow- 
ing six years of misery, the defense now 
starts over with a new system. 

The strength will be up front. The defensive line features five seniors, 
led by end Horace Miller and tackle Germard Reed. 

There is also a star in the back in safety Richard Spencer. After blow- 
ing out his knee four games into his senior season — when he had es- 
tablished himself as UTEP’s best player — Spencer was granted an 
extra year by the NCAA. He'll have to anchor a secondary that must 
replace a pair of graduated cornerbacks. Junior college transfer Nick 
Gathrite and junior Adrian James, returning from an injury that cost 
him almost all of 2012, are the likely starters. 

Middle linebacker A.J. Ropati is the one veteran linebacker in a 
corps that will be the defense’s biggest question mark. 


SPECIALISTS UTEP has traditionally excelled in coverage and in the 
return game. Look for Autrey Golden to be a weapon on kickoff re- 
turns after averaging 28.3 yards a year ago. The Miners, however, went 
through spring with zero punters, and incumbent placekicker Steven 
Valadez will have to win a competition to keep that job after an in- 
consistent 2012. There will be a cattle call of true freshmen to battle 
for punting duties and to challenge Valadez at kicker. On a new-look 
team, kicker and punter rate as the biggest mysteries. 


FINAL ANALYSIS A softer non-conference schedule (New Mexico, 
Colorado State and Texas A&M replace Oklahoma, Wisconsin and 
Ole Miss) and a revamped league schedule that includes five C-USA 
newcomers should give the Miners a chance to be competitive in Ku- 
gler’s first year. Much will depend on how quickly the new staff can 
implement new schemes on both sides of the ball. 

A good start in a manageable first four games, when UTEP will 
probably be leaning on Jeffery and its tight ends, will be a key, An of- 
fense that struggled last year returns most of its big names, but a de- 
fense that was much better loses most of its starters, resulting in an 
upcoming season that is hard to predict. 


NATIONAL FORECAST 


99 


C-USA WEST PREDICTION 4 


( JORDAN LESLIE 


THE QUOTE 


‘It just looked 
to do what 


like they didn't have the players 
they wanted. So that's what 


has to change for them this year. 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 9 Jordan Lestie (Jr.) 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


WR 15 Devin Patterson(So.) 14 lan Hamilton (Sr.) 


LT 58 Brander Craighead (Jr.) 65 Mike Amdall (Jr.) 


LG 62. Kyle Brown (So.) 

C 59 Paulo Melendez (Jr.) 
RG 69 Jerel Watkins (Jr.) 
RT 67 Christian Harper (So.) 
TE 82 Kevin Perry (Jt) 


79 Corin Brooks (So.) 
60 Eric Lee {So.) 

66 Wayne Frazier (Jr.) 
72 Blake Bullard (Sr.} 


87. Eric Tomlinson Jr.) 


OB Jameill Showers Ur. i 


FB 20 Josh Bell (Jr. 
HB 25 Nathan Jeffery (Jr. 


10 Blaire Sullivan (So.) 
Cortez Harris (Fr.) 
29 Autrey Golden (So. = 


DEFENSE (3) 


DE 18 James Davidson (Sr. 
DT 8 Marcus Bagley (Sr.) 


DT 61 Germard Reed {Sr.) 


DE 33 Horace Miller (Sr) 
OLB 30 Gage Sharp (So.) 


MLB 11 A.J. Ropati 


OLB 34 Anthony Puente (So.) 
CB 1 Adrian James (Jr.) 
cB 7 Nick Gathrite (Jr.) 


92 Adam Ayala (Sr.) 

54 Silas Firstley (Fr.) 

95 Devante Richardson (Fr.) 
43 Roy Robertson (Fr.) 
36 Trey Brown (So.) 

(Sr. 51 Darnell Murray (So.) 
53 DeAndre Little Jr.) 

2 Ishamel Harrison (Fr.) 
27 DaShone Smith (Fr.) 


S 24 Richard Spencer (Sr. 
S 28 Demarcus Kizzie (Fr.) 


13 Wesley Miller Ur.) 
Jameel Erving Ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Steven Valadez (Jr.) KR 29 Autrey Golden (So.) 


P 37 Steven Valadez Jr.) PR 3 Jim Jones (So) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Carson Meger, 76-46-504-3, 1 10 
Rushing: Nathan Jeffery, 184 att., 897 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Jordan Leslie, 51 rec., 973 yds., 6 610s 


Tackles: A.J. Ropati, 


Sacks: Horace Miller, 6 


58 


Interceptions: Shane Huhn, 2 


(#] Indicates number of returning starters © BOLD indicates returning starters 
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11 Malcolm Trail (So.) 


UTEP SID 
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C-USA WEST PREDICTION 7 


ERIC SOZA ) 


THE QUOTE 


“They can compete right away at this level. 
They have two important things: a whole lot of 


Jeff Huchn/UTSA 


speed and a good quarterback.” 


OFFENSE (9) 


WR 12 Earon Holmes (Jr.) 
WR 1 Kam Jones (Jr. 
WR 88 Aaron Grubb (So.) 


LT 76 Josh Walker (Jr.) 


LG 79 Scott Inskeep (Jr.) 
C 55 Nate Leonard (Jr.) 


RG 68 Cody Harris (Jr.) 


RT 66 ZachHester(So.) 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


84 Brandon Freeman (Jr) 
9 Marcellus Mack (Jr.). 
15 Josiah Monroe (Jr.) 


65 Michael Roberson (S0.) 
71 Cody Cole (Fr.) 
63 William Cavanaugh (So.) 
51 Payton Rion (Jr) 


“70 Jordan Gray (So.) 


TE 85 Jeremiah Moeller (Sr.) 83 Cole Hubble Ur.) 


QB 8 Eric Soza(Sr.) 
TB 11 David Glasco Il (Jr.) 


6 Tucker Carter (Jr.) 
36 Evans Okotcha (Sr.). 


DEFENSE (9) 
DE 43 Cody Rogers (Jr.) Justyn Eddins (Jr.) 
DT 61 Richard Burge (Jr.) 96 Jason Neill (Jr.) 


Ferrington Macon (Jr.) 97 Ashaad Mabry Jr.) 
Wilt Ritter (Sr.) 
Blake Terry (Ur) 
Steven Kurfehs (Sr.} 
Darrien Starling (Jr.) 20 Andre Brown (Jr.) 
Crosby Adams (Jr.) 


Triston Wade (Jr.) 


90 Jarron Harris (Sr.) 
32 Drew Douglas (So.) 


42 Jens Jeters (So.) 


14 Bennett Okotcha (So.) 
23. Tevin Broussard (Jr.) 


$22 Nic Johnston (Jr.) 
Si 3 Cody Berry (Sr.] 


‘21 Charles Wort (So.] 
10. Brian King Ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 92 Sean lanno (Jr.) 
P 38 Kristian Stern (Jr.) 


KR 18 Kenny Harrison (Jr.) 
PR 18 Kenny Harrison (Jr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Eric Soza 282-166-2,085-3, 20 TDs 


Rushing: David Glasco ll, 111 att., 537 yds., 5 TDs 


Receiving: : Evans Okotcha, 24 rec., 349 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Triston Wade, 74 


Sacks: Steven Kurfehs, 4.5 


Interceptions: Triston Wade, 4 
[#} Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


UTSA 
ROADRUNNERS 


OFFENSE An offense that averaged 31.2 points per game remains 
mostly intact after losing only two starters. Senior quarterback Eric 
Soza is the undisputed leader of the attack. Soza missed two games 
in 2012 with a hip injury but still passed for 2,085 yards and 20 
touchdowns with only three interceptions. He also rushed for six 
scores and averaged 5.4 yards per carry. 

UTSA has a two-headed tailback in junior David Glasco II and 
senior Evans Okotcha. Glasco rushed for a team-best 537 yards and 
five TDs. Okotcha ran for 450 yards and eight scores and had 24 
catches for 349 yards, both team-highs. 

All of the top receiving threats are back. Junior Kam Jones was the 
team’s second-leading receiver, grabbing 23 receptions for 323 yards. 
Cole Hubble, a junior tight end, ayeraged 20.5 yards per catch and 
had four TD receptions. 

The return of four starters on the line — all juniors — is a huge 
boost after the Roadrunners allowed only seven sacks a season ago. 


Left guard Scott Inskeep was a second- 
45.5 


team All-WAC selection in 2012. 
UTSA led the WAC and ranked 32nd 


DEFENSE UTSA has plenty of experi- 
ence on defense with nine starters back. , 4 
The Roadrunners forced 29 takeaways in esatceetee keting I 
their 4-2-5 scheme but allowed 46.3 | ? 
points per game in their four losses. 

End Will Ritter (3.5 sacks) is one of 
three returning starters on the line, which lost second-team All-WAC 
performer Franky Anaya. Newcomer Justyn Eddins, an end from 
the junior college ranks, will be expected to bolster a pass rush that 
produced 23 sacks in 2012. 

Last season's leading tackler Brandon Reeves is gone, but fellow 
second-team AIl-WAC linebacker Steven Kurfehs had 71 stops and 
4.5 sacks a year ago. Joining the senior at linebacker is junior Blake 
Terry, who started only four of 12 games last season but made 64 
tackles. 

Starting cornerback Erik Brown was dismissed in December for 
violating team rules, but the secondary is strong. First-team All- 
WAC safety Triston Wade, a junior, tied for the team lead with four 
interceptions and four forced fumbles. Junior safety Nic Johnston 
(four forced fumbles) is a proven playmaker. 


SPECIALISTS After missing seven field goals in 2011, Sean Ianno 
improved last fall by making 10-of-13 attempts. The junior hit four 
field goals in a 33-31 win over South Alabama, including the last- 
second winner from 51 yards. He also made all 21 of his PATs. Jun- 
ior Kristian Stern is back but averaged only 39.7 yards per punt. The 
return game is in good hands with junior Kenny Harrison, who av- 
eraged 23.3 yards on kickoff returns (long of 84 yards) and 17.3 
yards on punt returns (long of 79 yards). 


FINAL ANALYSIS Larry Coker, who won a national championship 
at Miami, needed only one season to work his magic at UTSA. On 
the heels of the program's 4-6 inaugural campaign, the Roadrunners 
went 8—4 overall and 3-3 in the WAC to finish fourth in the league. 
All four of their losses were to teams that were bowl-eligible. 

Coker now leads UTSA into the new-look Conference USA. The 
Roadrunners will not be a full FBS member and bow! eligible until 
2014, but they are experienced (51 returning letterwinners) and have 
intriguing non-conference home games against Oklahoma State and 
Houston. The schedule will be challenging. After facing four non- 
FBS opponents last year, UTSA will play no lower-level schools and 
five teams that were bowl-eligible in 2012. The Roadrunners could 
surprise again, but the offense must continue to thrive and the de- 
fense must do a better job limiting big plays. 


Head Coach: Larry Coker 

Record at School: 12-10 (2 years) 
Career Record: 72-25 (8 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Kevin Brown 
Defensive Coordinator: Neal Neathery 
San Antonio, TX 

Alamodome (65,000) 


2013 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 1-11, 1-7 (C-USA) 


August 
‘31 atNew Mexico _ 
September 

7 Oklahoma State 
14 atArizona 
21 at UTEP 
28 Houston 
October 

5 at Marshall 
12 Rice 
26 UAB 
November 

2 atTulsa 

9 Tulane 
23 _ at North Texas 
30 Louisiana Tech 


2012 RESULTS (8-4, 3-3) 


Sept. 1 atSouth Alabama W 33-31 
Sept. 8 Texas A&M-Commerce W 27-16 


Sept. 15 atGeorgia State WW 38-14 
Sept. 22 NW Oklahoma State W 56-3 
Sept. 29 atNew Mexico State W 35-14 
Oct. 13 atRice L 14-34 
Oct. 20 San Jose State L 24-52 
Oct. 27 Utah State L 17-48 
Nov. 3 at Louisiana Tech L 27-51 
Nov. 10 McNeese State = W_ 31-24 
Nov. 7 atldaho WW 84-27 
Nov, 24 Texas State W 38-31 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


. Austin Robinson, OB, Bellaire, TX 

. Jalen Rhodes, RB, Rowlett, TX 

. Tevin Broussard, S, Beaumont, TX* 

. Justyn Eddins, DL, Newhall, CA* 

. Jarveon Williams, RB, Converse, TX 

. Kenneth O'Neal, LB, Grand Prairie, TX 
. Marcos Curry, LB, Round Rock, TX 

. Michael Eqwuagu, DB, Pflugerville, TX 
. N’Keal Bailey, DB, Princeton, TX 

. Breyun Owens, OL, Grand Prairie, TX 


*junios college transfer 


— eo eo 
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2012 RANKINGS 


Offense 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


Defense 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 

‘TO Margin 
+14 


Per Game 
31.2 ppg 4 
159.3 ypg 4 
231.0 ypg 5 
390.3 ypg 


Per Game 
28.8 ppg 3 
107.8 ypg 1 
271.9 ypg 5 
379.8 ypg 


Per Game 
+117 1 
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UL LAFAYETTE 
RAGIN’ CAJUNS 


9-3, 6-1 SUN BELT 


ULM 
WARHA’ 

7-5, 5-2 SUN BELT 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
HILLTOPPERS 

7-5, 5-2 SUN BELT 


ARKANSAS STATE 
RED WOLVES 
0-0, 4-3 SUN BELT 


6 
8 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


TEXAS STATE 


TEXAS STATE 
TROY 


ULM 


ARKANSAS STATE 
GEORGIA STATE 
SOUTH ALABAMA 


UL LAFAYETTE 


. 5% WESTERN KENTUCKY 
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7 SOUTH ALABAMA 


GEORGIA STATE 
PANTHERS 
1-11, 0-7 SUN BE 


SUN BELT PREVIEW 


PRESEASON ALL-SUN BELT TEAM 


FIRST:-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB KOLTONBROWNING 6-1 203 Sr. ULM 

RB ANTONIOANDREWS 6-0 211 Sr. Western Kentucky 
RB DAVID OKU 5-10 195 Sr. Arkansas State 
WR JE'RON HAMM 6-4 233 Sr ULM 

WR J.D. McKISSIC 5-10 185 So. Arkansas State 
TE WES SAXTON 6-4 235 So. South Alabama 
C ANDRE HUVAL 6-1 290 So. UL Lafayette 

G STEVEN HAUNGA 6-2 313 Sr. Arkansas State 
G DANIEL QUAVE 6-3 324 Jr UL Lafayette 

T — MYKHAEL QUAVE 6-5 300 So. UL Lafayette 

T  JOSEPHTREADWELL 6-5 316 Jr ULM 
FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

DE ALEX PAGE 6-1 245 Jr. South Alabama 
DE CHRISTIANRINGO 6-1 285 Jr. UL Lafayette 

DT KENTARIUS CALDWELL 6-2 273 Sr. ULM 

DT RYANCARRETHERS 6-2 310 Sr. Arkansas State 
LB ANDREW JACKSON 6-1 265 Sr. Western Kentucky 
LB QUSHAUN LEE 5-11 225 Jr. Arkansas State 
LB MICHAELORAKPO 6-1 225 Jr. — Texas State 

CB XAVIER DANIELS 6-0 165 Sr. Texas State 

CB TYREEROBINSON 5-10 200 Sr. Western Kentucky 
S JONATHAN DOWLING 6-3 198 Jr. Western Kentucky 
S$  ISAIAHNEWSOME 5-11. 196 Sr. ULM 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K BRIAN DAVIS 5-11 160 Sr. Arkansas State 

P WILL SCOTT 5-11192 Sr Troy 

KR JAFUS GAINES 5-11 160 So. Texas State 

PR ANTONIOANDREWS 6-0 211 Sr. Western Kentucky 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB TERRANCE BROADWAY 6-2 205 Jr. UL Lafayette 

RB JYRUSSEDWARDS 5-11 198 Sr. ULM 

RB ALONZO HARRIS 6-1 220 Jr UL Lafayette 
WR JAMALROBINSON 6-4 205 Jr. UL Lafayette 
WR ERIC THOMAS 6-1 209 Sr Troy 

TE MITCHELL HENRY 6-4 245 Jr. Western Kentucky 
C SEAN CONWAY 6-3 305 Sr. Western Kentucky 
G JON FISHER 6-3 306 Sr ULM 

G CLIFF MITCHELL 6-5 305 Sr. Arkansas State 
T CAMERON CLEMMONS 6-6 305 Jr. Western Kentucky 
T MELVIN MEGGS 6-3 310 So. South Alabama 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DE EDDIE PORTER 6-3 235 Sr. Arkansas State 
DE CHRIS STONE 6-3 245 So. Arkansas State 
DT JUSTINHAMILTON 6-3 330 Jr UL Lafayette 

DT DJ. YENDREY 6-4 273 Sr. Texas State 

LB JUSTINANDERSON 6-2 220 Sr. UL Lafayette 

LB CAMERONBLAKES 6-1 233 Sr ULM 

LB ENRIQUEWILLIAMS 6-0 235 Jr South Alabama 
CB VINCENT EDDIE 5-8 153 Sr ULM 

CB TYRELL PEARSON 5-8 150 Jr. South Alabama 
S CHRIS PICKETT 5-11 200 Sr. Troy 

S STERLING YOUNG 6-2 182 Jr. Arkansas State 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K — WILLSCOTT 5-11192 Sr. Troy 

P MATT HUBBARD 6-4 230 Jr Georgia State 
KR ANTONIOANDREWS 6-0 211 Sr. Western Kentucky 
PR ANDY ERICKSON 5-10 175 Sr. Texas State 


ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Patryk Molezan 


NATIONAL FORECAST 


SUN BELT PREDICTION 


ANDY ERICKSON ) 


THE QUOTE 
“Remember, they beat Houston last year. 


I've got a lot of respect for Dennis Franchione 
as a football coach.” 


— An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 13 AndyErickson(Sr.) 80 
WR 6 Isaiah Battle (Sr.) 9 


WR 81 Brandon Smith(So.) 1 
\T 53 Devin Baker(Sr.) 73 
LG 72 Charlie Will Tuttle (Jr.) 75 
C 66 MattFreeman(So.) 50 
RG 77 Felix Romero (Fr) 16 


RT 65. Adrian Bellard (So.) 59 


TE 82 KrisPetersen (Jr) 85 Bradley Miller (Jc) 


QB 12 Tyler Amdt (Sr) 2 
TB 28 Robert Lowe (So.] 7 
DEFENSE (7) 


LE 97 Jordan Norfleet(Sr.) 99 
NT 91 Blake McColloch (Sr.) 98 
DT 52 DJ. Yendrey [Sr.) 4 
RE 5 Jamie Clavell-Head (Sr.) 95 
LB Michael Orakpo(Jr.) 45 
LB 43. David Mayo (Sr.) 40 
WS 39 Chad Moncure (Jr.) 4 
CB 18 XavierDaniels(Sr.) 26 
CB 25 CraigMager(Jr.) 22 
FS 10 Aaron Matthews (Sr) 17 
S 8 Justin Iwuji(Sr.) an] 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 38 WillJohnson Ur.) KR 80 
P 38 Will Johnson(Jr.) PR 13 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Tyler Arndt, 56-22-208-3, 11D 
Rushing: Tim Gay, 27 att., 279 yds., 1 10 


— ao 


Receiving: Andy Erickson, 39 rec., 482 yds., 3 TDs 


Tackles: Xavier Daniels, 66 
Sacks: Blake McColloch, 2 
Interceptions: Craig Mager, 4 


AP Photo/Rob Hol: 


Damion McMiller (Sr.) 
Jerrid Jeter-Gilmon (So.) 


Brandon Jones (Jr.) 


(#} Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


Texas State 


BOBCATS 


OFFENSE Texas State returns five starters on offense and will have a 
new quarterback as Shaun Rutherford has exhausted his eligibility after 
accounting for 20 touchdowns last season. Senior Tyler Arndt is the 
projected starter, Ardnt completed only 39.3 percent of his throws in 
five games last year. 

Over 70 percent of last season’s receiving production is back. Senior 
Andy Erickson developed into the top threat with 482 yards on 39 
catches, both team highs. Isaiah Battle, another senior receiver, aver- 
aged 16.5 yards per catch and set a school record with a 98-yard TD 
reception against Stephen F. Austin. 

Running back Marcus Curry is gone after combining with Ruther- 
ford for nearly 60 percent of the team’s rushing yardage, so new threats 
must emerge. Sophomores Robert Lowe and Tim Gay averaged 10.3 
and 9,5 yards per carry, respectively, on limited attempts last season, 
and junior Terrence Franks had five TD runs, Freshman Jamel James, 
a former Notre Dame pledge, and junior college transfer C.J. Best 


could be factors. 6 


Texas State has to improve up front after 
allowing 28 sacks a year ago. Junior guard 


Charlie Will Tuttle, who had a team-high | toyas state rushed fora season-high 
60 pancake blocks last season, leads the of- | 446 yards in its season-ending 66~28 


fensive line. win over New Mexico State, 


DEFENSE This unit has seven starters 

back after forcing 26 takeaways last season, 

but Texas State also allowed 33.5 points and 484.8 yards per game. 
The 4-2-5 scheme struggled against the run and tied for the fourth- 
fewest sacks (12) in the FBS, so losing all-conference defensive 
end/linebacker Joplo Bartu hurts. 

The line rotation features six seniors, including end Jordan Norfleet 
and nose tackle Blake McColloch (6.5 tackles for a loss in 2012), New- 
comer D.J. Yendrey, a senior defensive tackle, was a two-time honor- 
able-mention All-Mountain West selection at TCU. 

Colorado State transfer Michael Orakpo, brother of NFL star Brian 
Orakpo, could make an impact at linebacker. He made 87 tackles for 
the Rams in 2011. Senior linebacker David Mayo (41 tackles in seven 
games) was a starter before suffering a season-ending knee injury. 

Three starters are back in the secondary, the strength of the defense. 
Senior Xavier Daniels (66 tackles) and junior Craig Mager (four in- 
terceptions) are proven playmakers. 


SPECIALISTS Will Johnson is expected to pull double duty again at 
placekicker and punter. The junior made 12-of-17 field goals, includ- 
ing a school-record 54-yarder against New Mexico State. He also av- 
eraged 41 yards per punt. Texas State also was among the national 


leaders in punt and kickoff returns and should be strong again with 
Erickson and Jafus Gaines back. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Coming offa 6-6 campaign as an FBS independ- 
ent in 2011, Texas State opened its second year under coach Dennis 
Franchione (in his second stint with the school) with an upset of 
Houston but finished 4-8 overall and 2-4 in conference play in the 
program's only season as a WAC member. This season the Bobcats are 
on the move again as they join the Sun Bele. 

This year’s schedule could be a challenge as Texas State will play five 
bowl teams, including road games against Texas Tech, New Orleans 
Bowl winner UL Lafayette and two-time Sun Belt champion Arkansas 
State. The Bobcats hope to build off last season when they had six 
losses to bowl-eligible teams. 

Franchione is optimistic Texas State will have a breakout season after 
adding eight 3-star recruits (according to Rivals) and 11 junior college 
transfers. For the Bobcats to improve, they must answer questions at 
quarterback and running back and make big strides defensively. 


Head Coach: Dennis Franchione 

Record at School: 23-23 (4 years} 

Career Record: 197-115-2 (27 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Jeff Conway, Mike Schultz 
Defensive Coordinator: Craig Naivar 

San Marcos, TX 

Bobcat Stadium (30,000) 


2013 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 4-8, 2-5 (SUN BELT) 


August 


September _ 
7 Prairie View A&M 
21 at Texas Tech 
28 Wyoming 
October 
5 atUL Lafayette 
12 ULM A 
19 Georgia State 


26 South Alabama 


November 

2 atidaho___ 

16 at Arkansas State 
23 Western Kentucky 
2) _at (roy 


2012 RESULTS (4-8, 2-4) 


Sept. 1 atHouston = W_30-13 
Sept. 8 Texas Tech _L__ 10-68 
Sept. 22. Stephen F. Austin =W 41-37 
Sept. 29 Nevada L 21-34 
Oct. 6 at New Mexico L 14-3 
Oct. 13. Idaho 38-7 
Oct. 27 atSanJose State L_— 20-31 
L 


Nov. 3 atUtahState 7-38 
Nov. 10 LouisianaTech = L_‘56~62 
Nov, 17 at Navy L 10-21 
Nov. 24 at UTSA L 31-38 
Dec. 1 NewMexicoState W 66-28 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


ATHLON SPORTS:COM 


1, Jamel James, RB, Katy, TX 

2. Dila Rosemond, DB, Cypress, TX 

3. Brice Gunter, WR, Stephenville, TX 
4. C.J. Best, RB, Smyrna, GA* 

5. Tyler Jones, OB, Stephenville, TX 

6. Germod Williams, 5, Conroe, TX 

7. Demun Mercer, WR, La Marque, TX 
8. Trey Garrett, S, Huntington Beach, CA* 
9. Brandon Jones, S, Santa Rosa, CA* 
10. Kris Petersen, TE, Newark, CA* 

*junior college transfer 
2012 RANKINGS 

Offense Per Game WAC 
Scoring 28.6 ppg § 
Rushing 179.3 ypg 3 
Passing 200.4 ypg 7 
Total 379.8 ypg 

Defense Per Game WAC 
Scoring 33.5 ppg 4 
Rushing 231.8 ypg 7 
Passing 252.9 ypg 3 
Total 484.8 ypg 

TO Margin Per Game WAC 
+10 +0.83 3 


184 
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1. VINCE YOUNG, TEXAS (2003-05) 

Young only hinted at what was to come 
with his MVP performance in the Rose 
Bowl against Michigan as a sophomore. 
He capped his junior season as an All- 
American and Heisman runner-up, de- 
feating the winner (USC’s Reggie Bush) 
with a performance for the ages in the 
BCS national title game — 267 passing 
yards, 200 rushing yards and three TDs. 


2. TIM TEBOW, FLORIDA (2006-09) 

The top two quarterbacks are a cut above 
the rest, as Tebow is the only player who 
can challenge Young for top honors. The 
first sophomore to win the Heisman in 
2007, Tebow won a national title in 2008 
and owns the SEC career records for total 
offense, total touchdowns, rushing touch- 
downs and passing efficiency. 


3. MATT LEINART, USC (2002-05) 

Leinart won two national titles in three 
seasons when USC was at its best under 
Pete Carroll. Leinart won the Heisman in 
2004 and finished in the top six in 2003 
and 2005. 


4. ANDREW LUCK, STANFORD (2009-11) 

Few players have meant more to their 
school than Luck meant to Stanford. He 
led his program to its first BCS bowl win 
and set several school passing records. The 
two-time Pac-12 Offensive Player of the 
Year finished second in the Heisman twice 
(2010, °11) and won the Unitas, Walter 
Camp and Maxwell awards in 2011. 


5. ROBERT GRIFFIN Ill, BAYLOR (2008-11) 

Luck and RG3 will be linked in football 
history after finishing first and second for 
the Heisman in 2011 (won by Griffin) 
and going first and second in the NFL 
Draft in 2012 (this one went to Luck), 
His impact on Baylor is immeasurable. 
Had he been healthy for his entire career 
— he missed nine games in 2009 — his 
numbers might have been the best of the 


BCS era. 
6. MICHAEL VICK, VIRGINIA TECH (1999-00) 


The Hokie revolutionized the quarterback 
position, leading Virginia Tech to its only 
BCS national title game appearance as a 
redshirt freshman with unprecedented 
foot speed and arm strength — finishing 
third in the Heisman race and opening the 
door for another dazzling second-year 
freshman in Johnny Manziel. 


TOP 15 BCS ERA QUARTERBACKS 


As the BCS era comes to a close this season, Athlon Sports looks back at the quarterbacks who have redefined the 
position since 1998. Pure pocket passers, running threats and the best of both worlds set the tone for the BCS era, 
which started with Michael Vick and will end with Johnny Manziel. 
We looked at career achievements and longevity, statistical production, championships and overall talent and abil- 
ity in our rankings of the best quarterback careers of the BCS era. 


7. AJ McCARRON, ALABAMA (2010-13) 

McCarron already has two BCS titles as a starter, earning title game MVP honors in the 
rematch against LSU. Nick Saban’s system prevents McCarron from posting the numbers 
of others on this list, so he may never get the recognition he deserves despite leading the 
nation in passing efficiency and throwing 30 TD passes to three interceptions in 2012. 


8, CHRIS WEINKE, FLORIDA STATE (1997-00) 

There was little left unaccomplished in Weinke's college career. He led Florida State to an 
undefeated BCS national title in 1999 over Virginia Tech before returning to win the 
Heisman in 2000. The Seminoles lost two games over that span, one of them the BCS 


title game against Oklahoma. 


9. SAM BRADFORD, OKLAHOMA (2007-09) 

The 3-star recruit didn’t need much time to establish himself as an Oklahoma great. Brad- 
ford led the Sooners to a Big 12 title as a rookie with a freshman-record 36 touchdown 
passes. He became the second sophomore to win the Heisman in 2008 and set the career 
record for passing efficiency, 


10. CAM NEWTON, FLORIDA (2007-08), AUBURN (2010) 

Had this been a list of best individual seasons by quarterbacks, Newton would have been 
near the top after leading Auburn to a national title in 2010. He had only one season of 
significant action at the FBS level, but what a season it was: a Heisman Trophy, 50 total 
TDs and 4,327 yards of total offense. 


11. KELLEN MOORE, BOISE STATE (2008-11) 
Moore went 50-3 as a starter, including a 14-0 season in 2009. He's second in career 
touchdown passes (142) to Houston's Case Keenum. 


12. RUSSELL WILSON, NC STATE (2008-10), WISCONSIN (2011) 
Wilson excelled for two schools, including winning a Big Ten crown at Wisconsin. He 
threw at least one touchdown pass in a record 38 games. 


13. COLT McCOY, TEXAS (2006-09) 

McCoy twice finished in the top three of the Heisman voting and finished his career as 
the all-time wins leader (45) before Kellen Moore broke his record. He threw for 112 
touchdowns and rushed for 20 more during his career. 


14. PAT WHITE, WEST VIRGINIA (2005-08) 

White earned Big East Player of the Year honors twice and became the first QB in NCAA 
history to start and win four bowl games. He finished sixth and seventh in the Heisman 
voting in 2006 and ’07 and has a Big East-record 103 total touchdowns. 


15. DREW BREES, PURDUE (1997-2000) 

The two-time Big Ten Player of the Year led Purdue back to the Rose Bowl and finished 
among the top four in Heisman voting twice (1999, 2000). Brees is the Big Ten’s all-time 
leader in completions, passing yards, passing TDs, total yards and total TDs. 


ATHLON’ SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
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